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PR E F A C E. 



Thk aim of the editor, in the work of which this is the first volume, has l>ecn to gather 
together within a compass that will make them specially useful for reference, the various leading 
Historical books that deal with the shire of Ayr. 

With this object in view, he has extracted from the valuable collection of IMtcairn, the Ayr- 
shire Trials of the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, and though he has to some 
extent discarded the old Scottish vernacular, he has attempted faithfully to niiikc the reproduction 
as complete as is consistent with the understanding of the diction by the ordinary reader. He 
has also reproduced Timothy Font's " Cuninghame Topographised " (alwut 1G08); Al)ercrummia't 
Account of Carrick in 1696 ; Colonel Fullarton's *' Cicneral View of the Agriculture of the (^'ounty 
of Ayr, 1793 ;" and •* Minutes of Improvements on Ayrshire Kstates," 1777. 

Until now the student of Ayrshire History has l)een couipolled to search upwards of twenty 
separate volumes tafind the statistical accounts of the various parishes contributed to the work 
undertaken by Sir John Sinclair in the close of last century ; but when the second volume of 
" Historic Ayrshire '* is complete, the investigator will not only have these accounts within 
easy compass, but, in addition, the Ayr^shire Section of Chalmers* "Caledonia,^* and the more 
interesting and valuable portions of the New Statistical Account of ]H.')S. Kight of the parishes 
willl>e found at the close* of VoL I. 

The second volume will complete the record of the Parishes from the three sources mentioned; 
and, should circumstances permit, the editor will endeavour to deal, in a third essay, with other 
historical data, and with different phases of the earlier social life of the county. 

Only one hnndred copies of ** Historic Ayrshire " are offered for sale. 
^yr, 1891. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

fwaaintheyeu 1SS9 tluit tbefint p»rt of 
tbe " Criminal TiiMia and other Proceed- 
ingibelbretlieHlgh Court of Jiuticiwy in 
SooU&nd" firat mw the light. The editor, Mr 
Robert Pit«>im, W.S., in the preface i*j* that 
" the oompilation of thi« work wmi projected for 
the ptupoee of giving pafalloity to the mo«t 
importut portion! of the Ancient Records of 
tlia 9npreme Criminal Tribanal of Scotland, 
and of placing beyond the re«ah of dectmction 
tbe moat interacting of the CniMu Ceie&ra of tliat 
Court ; materiab of great value alike to tbe 
hiatoriaD and tbe lawyer, and poeseeting no 
ordinary atttaotione tor almoet eveiy claM of 
raaden." " Hfeny of the public reoord* of 
Soodand," he adda, "during tbe minority of 
King JamM TL are imperfect, and have per- 
hMp» been wilfnlly deatroyed ; for, beaide* the 
diatnrbed nate of the ooontry and other obvlona 
eaaaaij wbiob might aatiifBatorily account for 
the kaa of volnniea of Registera, there ia but 
too good naaon to conjecture that portioua of 
tlw Natiooal Reoorda were, in aoroe imtancea, 
pnrpoaely tupptftiA by oao or other of the 
prerailiog faotiona." 

ne bigb atortt which Mr Pitoaim aeta by the 
Raaorda ia amply joatifled in the character of 
tiie BaMxda themaelvea, and equally in the 
coany p nr poaei to which they have been pat 
To the natlouiJ hiatorian they have proved an 
inufaMMtible mine of wealth. Stretching from 
1188, in tba raign of King Jamea IT., to 1QS4, 



when King Jamea VI occupied Ihe throne, 
they embrace the moat notable and the moet 
atirring yean in the feudal history of Scotland ; 
and they disinter from the pait many varied 
aoenea illuitrative not only of tbe oontendinga 
and the jarringi of the great families of the 
realm, but of the ordinary life of the country 

Certainly not the leaat important pages of the 
Criminal Trials ace thcae which deal with tbe 
history of Aynhire. Its sons of theae daya 
were the immediate iuheri[«ra of the warlike 
traditions of their forefathers. They were early 
trained to anna, to the excitement of the foray, 
to the heritage of the blood feud. They pricked 
their way by river's brink and hilly road from 
the farthest stretch of the browl lands of Carrick, 
the soUtndea of the moorlaoda and the moaaea 
of Kyle, and from the mde upland wilds amid 
which Cunningham marches with ResJrewihire, 
to carry on a aeries of confliota whoae tenacity 
and tboronghneaa were truthfully characteriatic 
of the unswerving fidelity with which theae men 
discharged thenwelvea of their aympathies and 
their antipathiea. There ia no pariah in all 
Ayrshira that has not a literature of ita own, if 
some one were only fotmd to tell ita atory. 

Much of that atoiy will be told in the 
record* that follow. It will be a plain, un- 
varnished tale, bald with the legal phraaeology 
of the aummona, tbe indictment, the edict. Xf 
fancy choose to ckee up the gaps and recall 
the actors to the scene, and fill the for^ronnd 
and the baokgnnmd of the picture with the 
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acceesoriee that make the pieturee ** speaking/' 
fancy may do it. What I have to do is to 
reproduce, as faithfully as I can, the contents 
of the ** Criminal Trials " so far as these have 
to do with Ayrsliire. Save where it is neces- 
sary, I shall leave the records to speak for 
themselves. 

Rut two more remarks by way of introduction. 
The trials are given in chronological order. In 
some respects it would have been preferable 
to have traced the history of the leading families 
of the shire in unbroken setjuence ; but they are 
so interwoven with one another that this has 
been found to be impossible. I have also 
modernised the old Scotch of the originals so 
as to render these more intelligible to the 
ordinary reader. 

With this brief introduction I proceed to my 
task. 

A. D. 1488— JAMES IV. 

REGCLATIOSS F«»R THE DUE ADMINISTHATION OF 

JrSTICE. 

[One of the earliest public Acta of ths first 
Parliament of King James IV. throws 
much valuable li^ht on the energy' and Wgour 
recommended ana enforced by the a<l risers of 
the young King, whose personal aotirity and 
xeal in the dischanre of all the functions of the 
Royal office are well knoMm and acknowle^lge*!. 
It is prece<lc4l by the following brief rew>lution 
—(Acta ParL 1488 cap. 9), which, as is generally 
allowed, he fulfilled almost to the letter — *H 
is adriseil and conclmled anent the forth-putting 
of justice tlirongh all the Realms that our 
Sovereign Lonl hhall kipe iv proper person 
about to' all his Aieres (Courts of Justiciary), 
an<l that his JrsncE shall pass with His High- 
new to minister justice as be thought expedient 
to him and his Council for the time.* 

As tlie future proceeding refer to the dii»- 
charae of the important duties entrusted to the 
Lonu and Barons named, it has been considered 
necessary to lay before the reader the particu- 
lars which, a^ usual, are concisely statea.] 

October 17.—* Against the stanching of theft, 
reset, and other enormities through all the 
realm, the Lords nn<ler-written has made faith 
and given their bodily oaths to our Sovereign 
Lord in this his Paurliament, that they, and ilk 
aiM of them, shall dilligently, with all care and 
bofiDett, search and seek where any sic tres- 



uassers are found and known within their 
bounds, and take them and justify them (execute 
them : put them to death after l^^l trial), or 
make them be «>ent to our Sovereign Lord to be 
justified. And they shall have power of our 
Sovereign Lord, under his white wax, to take 
and punish the said trespassers according to 
justice, and also to sive them powers to cause 
other Lords within their bounds to make faith 
likewise, and to rise and assist them in the 
taking of the said trespassers — 
The Lonl Kennedy for Carrik. 
The Schereff of Are for Are. 
The Laird of Cragy for Kile. 
The Lonl of Montgummerry for Cunynghame.* 

A.D. 1605— JUSTICIARY OF DUMFRIES. 

WOrNDINO (SLAUOHTKRT) of THE LAIRD OF 

CRAOAMS. 

[John, Master of Montgomery (or of Eglin- 
toun, as he is styled in the Peerages), was the 
second and then suniving son of Hugh, third 
Lord Montgomery, a distinguished nobleman, 
who had been a strenuous supporter of the 
Prince at the Field of Stirling, and for his 
services was afterwards created Earl of Egling- 
toun. The crime for which the Master was here 
summoned was for the wounding of William 
Cnnninghame of Craigends. 1'he Master of 
^lingtoun was killed on the streets of Edin- 
burgh, April 28, 1520, in the memorable feud 
between James First, Earl of Arran, and Archi- 
bald, sixth Earl of Angus, best known by the 
9obnquet of 'Cleanse the Causeway.' The 
authority for the nature of the crime with which 
the Master was charged is the following brief 
notice from Sir James Balfour's treatise — * De 
jnrt Prtfi(Uumis XohUium Scotiac* Item.— I 
find that Johne, Master of Montgomerie, is 
summoned to underlie the liskw and censure of 
treason for the Wounding of William Cuning- 
hame of Craiganis.] 

January 20, 1505.~The Master of Mont- 

gomery failed to appear, and the diet against 
im was continued. 

JUSTICIARY OF AYR, A.D. 1508. 
Andrtw, Lord Oray, prvtiding, 

FBl*D BBT>%'E£N TllE MCKES AND CUNTNOHAMES. 

November 3.— Patrick Boyde, brother to the 
Laird of Rowallan, Neil Smitn, in Oardrum,and 
twenty-five others, convicted of art and part of 
convocation of the Utm aj^nst the Act of Par- 
liament, coming to t£e Kirk of Stewartonn in 
oompany with John Mure of Rowidlan, for the 
office of Parish Clerk of the same Kirk against 
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D the j«u 1006.- 
ftlUn an<l AndreH' Arnot of Lochri|! became 
■urstieB to tatisfy pnrtiee, as the Lords sboold 
deckre their pleasure. 
ormteasa the todho l.aikd or bcsbv, kx:. 
Junes Mur, brother of the Laird of Row- 
alloDD, uoDvioted of art and part of the fore- 
thonght felony anil uppnmion done to John 
Mowat, junior, Lain! of Buaby, and Andrew 
Stevenstoune, in the town of Stewartonn, in 
compaoy with the Laird of Rowallonn. Fined 
V£,— The lAircl of Roiralloiin surety to theKing 
and party. 

CONVOCATIIIS.— OFPBESUINI LADY CUNVNO- 
HAMHRAD, Ac 

Robert Conynuhani of Cuuytibamhede, con- 
victed of art and part of convocation of the 
liegea i^cainit the Act of Parliament, coming to 
tbe Kirk of Stewartauii in convocation agaiiut 
John Mur of Rowallane and his men, for the 
office of Pariah Clerk of the said Kirke, in tlie 
year I.VIS. Iltm.^Ol art and part of the op- 



preaaion done to Etiisbetli Roeae, Lady Cunyng- 
hamhedc, in occupying nnd mnnuring her tbira 
part of the l&nda of Cunynghamhede and 



r 1S03. Iltm.—^( art and i 
prcasion done to the Abbot and ( 
Honaatery of Kilwynning, and to Hew, Earl of 
Eglintoun, their tenant, in the 'apuilzie' of 
tbe Teind-theavee of the lonils of Myddle- 



BoftAUjUi. 

Thomaa Wallact. in Clonsche, eonvict«il of 
art and p^rt of convocation of the liegia a«iiiit 
John Mnr of Rowallan and his men, &c. Fined 
•ocording to the will ol the Lorda. — Robert 
Cnnyngbam of Cnnjnghambede surety to the - 
KxQA and nrtj. 
oFFRnnKa iju>t chkschdow, bphilxie, Ac. 

Noramb«rfi> — John Schaw of Haly, William 
Sefakw, dwelling with him, and eight others 
wars peniiitt«d to compound for art and port of 
t^ onreMton done to Margftret Montgnmiy, 
I^djr CrMchdow, ooming to her Place about the 
fcMt of mid-mnmer, caatiiu her goods furth of 
bar boDw, and for tbe apuiuie of sundry of her 
good^ at the Mune time striking her servants, 
«ad lor fcmkking of onr Sovereign Lord the 



to tbe said Margaret in ejectmg ner turUi oi her 
honaa and Place of Garlauche, casting <lown a 
■tack of hay and destrovina it, and also casting 
down a stack of bev (a kind of bftrley) contain- 
ing seventy threaves (a threnve generally con- 
sisteil of twenty-four aheaves), anil thereby 
ilamagins the grain, /(cm.— Of shutting up her 
goods, VIZ., sitty.live 'aoumes' (aae note) forth 
of her said third part, nliutting them up without 
' penning them in a pen-fold." Item. — Of break- 
ing hie bond of caution In keep tbe peace to- 
warda the said Margaret, by oaattns a stone out 



oppression of the King's lieges.— David Crau- 

funic of Kcrse surety to satiafy tbe party. 

[Note. — A aoume of graaa secnu to have been 

various in different parta of the country, e.g., 

aa much as one cow, or five (•ometimcB eight 

or ten] sheep can pasture.] 



John Schaw of Kerise produced a Remission 
for art anil part of Slaughter of John Boyde 
with a stone.— David Craufurd of Kerae surety 
to satisfy parties. 



(BS, *C 

John Schaw of Kcrisc ailmitted to compound 
for art and part of the forethought felony done 
to Duncan Ferguasoune, young I>urd of Kil- 
kerrane, in coining to his niace of Bamefnt«, 
and throwing down and breaking into the 
houses of the said Place ; and for (forcibly) 
keeping tbe lands of Burnefute waste for the 
space of one year ; Ilrni, lot the forethought 
felony ilone lo Andrew MaKuacht, and for 
'hamsukken' (see Note) and cominK to hia 

Place and stabbit hia (o^terated 

in Record) with whingera and swords ; Ilttn, 
for the forethought felony and oppression done 
to John Boyda (See preying case), wishing to 

stay him at tbe time of the Slaughter of 

M'llheiue. — David Craufurde of Kcr 
to Batia^ partiea. 

[Xott. — Hanicuucken — Serious aiisaidt 
nutted upon a person in bis own liouae.] 

F rur. BAiLii: c 



of Schelde, William hia Son, Albert Carthkert, 
Allan Carthker (Cat heart !) of Druoiriewaae, 
Eaplane Craufurde, and Jamee Barbour, came 
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in the King's will for art and part of Convoca- 
cation of tne lieges, coming to the Court of the 
Bailliary of Canrik, on occasion whereof the 
Bailie [Hew Earl of Efflintoune), on account of 
the ' inconventies' whicn might arise by serving 
the Brieve of the Laird of Kilhenzie; resumea 
the said Brieve ; and thereby, for impeding the 
said Bailie from holding his dourt. — John Schaw 
of Kerse surety to satisfy parties and the King. 
(Da\id Crawfurde of Kersu was amerciated £5, 
and each of the others 408. 

OPPRESSION — HAMESnCKEN — CASTING A BOY 
INTO THE FIRE. 

November 6. — Cuthbert RobuBoune in Auch- 
intebir, convicted of art and part of the Oppres- 
sion done to Arthur Famlie at his own nouse, 
striking him, and casting Ms son in the fire. — 
Sir David Kenydy surely to the King and 
party. (He was fined five merks.) 

SPITILZIK — OPFRESSINO THE OLD LADY HOME, &C. 

November 10. — Hew Earl of Eglintoun pro- 
duced a Remission for art and part of the 
*Spuilzie' of twelve horses, boots, spurs, 
swurds, and other goods from Arthur Buyde 
and other servants of the old Lady of Home, 
at the time of the wounding of the said Arthur; 
/tern, for art and part of the Convocation of the 
lieges to the numoer of sixty persons, and the 
Oppression done to the old Lady of Home in 
Spnilde of twenty-four oovirs forth of Galloway; 
Item, for the Oppression done to the said 
Arthur, coming upon him and hurting him, and 
taking him to the Place of Estwode, and 
detaining him therein in prison. The Earl 
became surety to satisfy the parties. 

SPUILZIE. 

November 11. — John Hammyltoune in Bar- 
gany pro<luced a Remission for art and part of 
the spuilzie of com, bear, pots, and pans, from 
men dwelling in Cregforguse (Carrick-Ferffus ?); 
item, for art and part of the SpuiLde of four 
horses, eight cows, and four oxen from John 
Tbomaoune, forth of his lands of Knockmin- 
whooh. — Alexander Kenydy, younff Laird of 
Bargany, became surety to satisfy the parties. 

8LAUOHTEB* 

EuiNBUROU, Nov. 24 (Sabbath), 1509.— 
Hugh Wallace. — Cuthbert, Earl of Glencame, 
often called to enter Hugh Wallace to underly 
the law for art and part of the Slaughter of the 
deceased George Hajnmyetoune, under the pain 
of eighty pounds; and, not compearing, was 
amerciated in the Mkid sum, the said Hugh de- 
nounced at the home, and all his goods 



Hugh Lindesay, Andrew Hart, Alexander 
Robertson, Robert Wright, and Robert Bar. 
The Laird of Dunrod amerciated in the sums of 
two hundred merks and eighty pounds respec- 
tivehr for the non-appearance of these persons 
for the same Slaughter. Hu^h, Earl oi E^^- 
toun, was also amerciated m four sums of 
eighty pounds each for non-appearance of 
Afoxander Dalglesche, John Craumond, John 
Lekcf If and Faul Blakfurd. And Alexandw 
Linde6a> younger of Corsbasket, in eighty 
pounds: or non-appearance of David Ander- 
soune, alias Davidsoune, for the said Slaughter. 
All the above persons were denounced rebels 
and put to the horn, and all their gooda 
escheated. 

[yote. — The outlaMrs compounded for their 
offence, and the sentence ot outlawry was re- 
called.] 

SLAUGHTER OF SIR WILLIAM GOLVILLB OP 
OCHILTREE, KNIGHT. 

Jedworthe, Nov. 20, 1510. — George Hali- 
burton. — Mark Ker of Dolphinstoun often called 
to enter the said George to underly the law, for 
art and pare of the Slattjghter of Sir William 
Colvile of Uchiltree (Kjiight), and Richard 
Ruthirfurde, under the pain of 100 merks ; and, 
not compearing, was amerciated in the said sum. 
The said George denounced at the horn, and his 
goods escheat^ to the King. 

JUSTICIARY OF AYR, 1511. 

TREASONABLY TAKING THE CASTLE OP LOCH- 

DOUN, kO, 

Octol)er 30, 1511. — William Craufurde, son of 
William Craufurde of Lefnorys, admitted to com- 
pound for art and part of the treasonable taking 
of the Kinff'a Castle of Loohdoun from Sir David 
Kennidy, iCnight, captain thereof, and ' Here- 
achip' (plundering) and Oppression done to the 
said Da\id, in hercschip of the said castle ; and 
for resetting, aupplyinff* and interoommuning 
with the King's reitels, Tkeing at the horn, viz. 
— David Crawfurde, of Kerse ; John Shaw, of 
Keris ; and the Creohtounis. The Laird of 
(vaitgirth became surety to satisfy the parties. 

Alan Cathcart of Cflowlynan. John Crau- 
furde of Drongan, and Aye others (persons of no 
note), were admitted to compound for the 
treasonable taking of the Castle of Lochdoune 
as above. Alexander Kennydy, young Uird of 
Bargany, surety, &c 

CRUEL OPPRESSION, 8TOUTHRIEP, &C. 

November 4. — Hew, Ead of Efflintoune, 
Thomas Montgumery in Kilbride, John Mont- 
foide, younger of that ilk, and seven others. 
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mpound for Art and part of 

John Scot, burgew of Iriin ; and of stoutbrief 
(tlieft) of poCa aud pans, pUtea, and pewter 
veaaeU, from the Mid Joliii. furth of hia Iiouhj. 
extending to {to the value of) twenty pounda : 
item, for the forethouglit felony and oppreasion 
done to the said John and hia wife, coining to 
hia houae and cruelly alrikiiig hia wife with 
baache atraikja (back atrokea) at tlic time of the 
■touthrief o( the Hid goo<b : item, for fore- 
thought felony and oppreuion done to the said 
John, Ukin^ hint into the Tutbooth of Irvin. 
and conducting him tu the lodging of the aaid 
lAi|-d (of Montfoide ?), and detaining him there 
for the apace of aii hours against hia will ; and 
then conducting him to the said Tolbooth as a 
thief, and putting the said John in the stocks 
and iiicarcsrating htm therein : and for the op- 
tKvasion done lo the said John^s wife at the said 
Tolbooth, tAiing her hair, cruelly striking her. 



came sureties, conjunctly and aeveially. re- 
nouncing the benefit of division, to satisfy the 

(.Vofe.— The total sum exacted was eight 
hondred aud twenty-aii pound*, six ihillinga 
sn<) eigbtpence. ] 



Edlvbcbiiii, April 9 (Sabbath), 1513.— Thoa. 
Kennedy uf Barguiy ; Alexander and John, hia 
sons: RoUand. his brother; Thoniaa Fergua- 
souue, brother of the Lairil of Kilkerane ; John 
Coh-iie, son of William, and six othera, wei^ 
ordained to be denouiii^eil rebels and all their 
moveables to be escheated, [or their not entering 
to underly the law, for art aad part of the cruel 
daughter of lieoTge Keiine<ly, son and heir ap- 
parent of (!eorge Kenneily of Aitigaane. Eiecu 
tion of homing delayed till Friday next, with 
cooaenl of <ieorge Kennedy of Atlyquene. 
David, Earl of Casaillia, became surety. 

April 20.— David Craufurtle of Kerwi, and 
Thomas Corry of Kelwode, amerciated a hun- 
dred pounds for not entering the LainI of 
Bargany, who was put tu the hornu along with 
the others. 

ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE TRIALS WHICH 
OCCURRED DURINd THE REIGN OF 
KINO JAMES I\'. 



part of the reset of certtiin gomU out of the 
Barony of Rrilatouiie, upon Waltei' uid Mychet 
Makmyllane, Ac, unto tliu day of our soverane 
lonl'a proclamation mode iit Lanark : thai ia tu 
say. the twenty-ninth day of Augiial preceding 
the ditle thereof. 

October 19.— Reiniuinn lo Hughuune Wal- 
lace, brother t^ John WalLice of urngy, in the 
same terms and on the suiiie day. 

January '27, 1491.— Remiasiou to John Tem- 
piltoune for the tliettuoui outputting of the 

Sooda of the deceaited iJeorge Campliutruf Low 
oune, the Bcheref of Are, the time lie was 
Stewart to the said acheref ; and specially thn 
linie that the said scheref was sick, and for all 

April (I. 1493,— Rcmiaaion lo CutlibeH ( 
oune for the torelbougli 
upon I>uncan Makadaiii 



Kirkcadbright). 

Mareh 13, 1499. — Kemisaiun toCulhlwrt Lonl 
Kilmaurs and twenty other persons for art and 
part of the forethought felony done by them 
upon Gilbert Dunbp of Haplaiid, and the vio- 
lent hurting of Downahl Kobisoune, cominu 
from the King's boat (or army), and for all 
other actions, Ac, done and committed the 
time they took the Tullnoth of Inin ; and al| 
action and coming thereupon, that day except. 

August 17, ISOa— A letter of gift lo Adam 
Barde, lockmanne (hangniHii) uf the gift of two 
merks' worth of lanil. lyinj; next Urougaue, 
within the scherefdonie of An-, for ail the days 
of his life ; for his service ut liKknionschip to 



be dun 



ndci 






ilh all prolils pertaining ihereUi. 

January 4. 1306,— A Remit made lu Hew 
Lord Montgomery, Jolm his brollier, John 
Montfoid, Robert Russale, Waller Lyne and 
Edward Mkxwell, for all action and crime that 
may be imputed luthem of the reset, and supply, 
and iutercommuning with the naid Rcliels. of 
any time byegone. 

January 4. I.i06.— Letter of Remit maiif lo 
Archibald Erie Ergile, Golyne Maister of Krgile. 
and thirty one other penous, their ser^'ants, for 



for 



ki.1. 



,nd James Strivoliiig. the King's Rebels 



January 3, 1507.— Letter of Licence made tu 
Archibald Erie of Ergile, aiul Hew Lord Mont- 
gommerie to intercommune and give reset, supply 
and fortify with meal and drink, George Raif- 
■tonn and Junes Striveling, being at the King's 
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home for the hurting of VV illiam Cimyngham, 
Crownar of Renfrew, in the execution of his 
office ; and also with John, Master of Mont- 
gumry, son and apparent heir to the said Hew, 
till the next feast of Palm Sunday. 

February 8, 1507. — Respite made to Johne 
Kennedy of Blarequhan, &niffht, Adame Rede 
of Stan^nhite, and Maistei Uchtred Adumale, 
to p<iss in their Pilgramaffe to Saint Thomas of 
Canterbury (the Shrine of St. Thumas a Becket) 
in Ingland, and Spinet Johne of Ameas, in 
France : from their jKusing furth of this realme 
till they return again to the same, and eleven 
days thereafter. 

November .3, l.'iOS. — Remission to Jolm Ken- 
nedy, STin of John Lord Kennedy for the Stouth- 
rief (theft) of a horse from Fergus Fergussone ; 
*and for the Stouthrief of another horse from the 
Countess of Erole, his mother : and for fore- 
thought felony done t4> Duncan Kennedy : and 
for Kesetting Sir William Colvile of (Jchiltre, 
Knight, and other Uel)els at the honi, kc, (at 
Are). 

November 4, ir>08. —Remission to Thomas 
Kennedy of Bargany, for art and part of the 
Stouthnof of eight oxen from Jounet Lokkert. 
relict of Henry Kennedy, &c., (at Are). 

November 1, loll. — Precept of Remission to 
Cuthl^rt, Earl of (ilencame, and Hvo others, 
for art and part of the Slaughter of Alexander 
Makfarly, in Bute, &c., (at Are). 

EoiDiE. — Precfpt of Remission to William 
Cunynghame, Miu«ter of Glencame, and twenty- 
nine others, for resetting and intercommuniiig 
with the King 8 KeWU (at Are). 

JAMES V. 

It is an unfortunate circumstance that the 
regular series nf the Books of Adjournal, does 
not commence till the 18th day of Novemlier, 
IftM, in the twelfth year in Uie Reign of King 
James V : for uu(|uestionably a variety of very 
important Trials must have taken place during 
his minority. No doubt the public business m 
the countiy received a fatal shock from the dis- 
astrous consequences of Flodden- Field, and it 
would be long ere mat tern became settled after 
thai unhappy day when so many of the Nobility, 
and the flower of the principal families of Scot- 
land, fell along with their King 

KLJirGUTER op THB IJHtLD OW UXULAND. 

June 13, 1525. — (tiuiBRT, Earl op Cas8ILLL% 
David Hvnde, James More, in Ballochtoyll, 
Gilbert Kennedy, the Provost's son, and John 
MMitfomery in Balaagart, were acquitted by 



an Assize, of the cruel Slaughter of Martin 
Kennedy of Lochland. 

The Earl of Argyle presided at all the diets 
of this case, wherein almost every Kennedy of 
consequence was called as art and part : to- 
gether with a very lonff catalogue of the usual 
allies and followers of the house of Cassillis : 
such as Robert Grahame of Knock doliane, 
Thomas 0>rry of Keldwood, John Mure of 
Auchendrane, Bartholomew Crauf urde of Kerse, 
David and Duncan his brothers, kc , for all of 
whom the Earl of Cassillis became surety, that 
they should appear and answer at the bar for 
that crime, ana also for the Slaughter of Gilbert 
Makilwraithe. I'he Earl of CassilliB afterwards 
compounded with the King for the unlaw* in 
which his followers were liable, which must 
have amounted to a very large sum. 

The original Warrant (the property of the 
High Court of Justiciary) is still preserved and 
is given here as a specimen of such docu- 
ments : — 

Rkx, 

J UbTicE Clerk, wit ye our well beloved 
cousin, and Councillor, Gilbert, Erie of Cassillis, 
has compounded with us for all unlaws in the 
which he was a<ljudged for non-entry of his 
brother and all others, his friends and 8er\*ants, 
liefore our Justices, or their deputes, in the 
Towhuth of K<linburi;he, whatsoever days to 
have undcrlane our laws for slaughters and 
crimes whereof they were accused, contained in 
our Adjournal, unto the day of the date hereof; 
and has rcccive<l from him payment for the 
Hame at the making hereof, ana Discharges him 
i>f all the sai<l unlaws by these presents forever. 
It is our will therefore, and We charge yon 
that incontinent these our letters seen, ye draw 
all the said unlaws furth of our said An journal 
Books, and discharge the same, ye accept these our 
letters for your Warrant. Sul>scril>eil with our 
hand at K<linburghe, the eighteenth day of June, 
the year of Go<l, one thousand tive hundred and 
twenty-six years, and of our reign the thirteenth 
year. 

James R. 

slaughter op the laird op aucrlnharvr. 

August 1, 1526.— HrnH, Earl op Eolik- 
TOUVR, Archibald Montgomery, his grandson 
and heir apparent ; Mr William, his son ; and 
James, his brother, find caution (Mr John 
Campbell of Lund^) tounderly the law atthenext 
Josticiare of Air, for art and part of the 
slaughter of Edward Cunynghame of Auchin- 
harvy. 
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Auguit 4.— Thomas Craofard, heir of Auch- 
namyt ; Jamet Monfode, heir of the Laird of 
Moo^ode ; John Friaell of Knock ; John, hit 
son ; and twelve others, procure the Earl for 
their cantioner, that they should appear and 
for the said crime. 



8LAUOHTXR OF THX EARL OP CASSILUS. 

October 5 (Sabbath), 1527.— HroH Campbell 
or LowDOUKB, SheriJff of Air. James, Eurl of 
Arran, was amerciated a hundred pounds for 
not entering the Sheriff of Air to underly the 
law for the cruel slaughter of Gilbert, ESarl of 
Casnllis. Campbell was denounced Rebel, and 
all his moveables onlained to be escheated. Geo. 
Craofurd of Lefnoriis, and William, his 
brother ; John Campbell of Cesnock ; Bartholo* 
mew Craufurd of Kerse ; David and Duncan, 
his brothers ; John Craufurd of Drongane ; 
John and William, his sons, with a great num- 
ber of others, found caution to underly the law 
for this crime on the third day of the next 
Justiciare at Air. — Dame Issabella Wau^ace, 
Last Lowdoune, also accused for the same 
crime, was provetl to be sick b^ Sir William 
Bankhede, her curate, and two witnesses. 

(Note. — Numerous entries occur of persons 
cited for this crime, and, failing to appear, 
they were all denounced rebels). 

I5TER-COMMUNINO WITH THE SHEUIFF OK AIR. 

November 23, 1527. — William Ccnun(jhame 
of Glengamock, Mungo Mui;' of Rowallane, 
John Hammyltone of Cohnyakeithe, James 
Wallace of damalc, Adam Wallace of New- 
tonne, John Foulartoune of Corsbie, and others, 
were amerciated for not appearing to underly 
thelawfor inter-communing, assisting, resetting, 
and supplying Hugh Campbell of Lowdoune, 
Sheriff of Air, and his accomplices. Rebels, and 
at the horn, kc. Their moveables were or- 
dained to be escheated, ftc. 

William Citntnohame, Master or Glen- 
CAIBN, John Cunynghame of Caprintoune, 
David Cnnjrnghame of Bertaneholm, Robert 
Cunynghame of Aket, William Wallace, Tutor 
of Cragy, Georoe Ross of Hanyng, John Lokert 
of Bar, John Craafurd of XStonsane, George 
Reid, in Dandelly, and Quintin Schaw, Tutor of 
Ksris, found oaation to appear before the Justi- 
ciar on Dee. 4, for Inter-communing, &c. , with 
th* Sheriff of Air. 

(JTon. — The origin of the quarrel between the 
Cunpbrils and Craufurds on the one hand 
and tlie Kennedy's on the other, is unknown. 
Tbsy were on fdlfferent sides in the national 
eo ptro ye ri y then raging, the Earl of Cassillis 



sidinff with the Duke of Albany, Sir Hew 
Campbell with the Hamiltons and the Doug- 
lases. In all probability feudal antipathies 
directed the course which each pursued in 
the nationid struggle. The Earl of Cassillis 
was waylaid in the vicinity of Prestwick by 
a strong force of the enemy and barbarously 
slain. Sir Hew Campbell was not present on 
the occasion, but it was believed that he con- 
nived at the deed. Tradition, not very well 
defined, has it that, in revenge for the slaugh- 
ter of his chief, Kennedy of Bargany sacked 
Achniglen, one of the strongholds of the 
Campbells in the neighbourhood of Galston, 
and that the Lady of Loudon, ecoming to 
yield, together with her son and daughters, 
perished in the flames. So far as can )h' 
traced, none of the offenders were ever 
brought to justice.] 

DEADLY EEUD — SLAUGHTER. 

Stirling, July 28, 1528. —AlexanderKennedy 
or Bargany, and Hugh his Sou, John Mure of 
Auchendrane, and Jiones his brother, Gilbert 
Kennedy of Kirkmicball, James Kennedy of 
Blarequhane, Sir David Blacater, curate of 
Girvane, Thomas Corry of Keldwoil, Thomas 
Kennedy of Coiff, Alexander Kenne<ly, brother 
of James of Knockdone, Alexander Kennedy of 
(Uentiff, William, abbot of Corsragwell, Gilbert 
Kennedy of Barinaclannochane, Mr Walter 
Kennedy, Jamca Kennedy, sou and heir- 
apparent of Patrick of Drunimellane, John 
.Kennedy, son and heir-apparent of (Gilbert of 
Kirkmechell, Thomas Keimedy, sou of Alex- 
ander of Uargany, Huj;h Kenneily, son of 
Thomasof Dunneyne, David Kennedy, brother of 
the Laird of Kirkmechell, Alexander Kennedy 
of Zet, Thomas* Keimedy of Dunne^Tie, John 
Kenneily of Benaane, Mungo Kklia of that Ilk, 
Patrick Kenneily of Drummellane, Ac, (in all 
seventy-tive persons) dilated for art an<l ixirl oi 
the cruel Slaughter of the decease<l Kolnjrt 
Campbell of Lochfer^us, Alexander Kirkwod, 
and Patrick Wilson. 

Mr Walter Kknnkdy, Rector of Douglas, 
David his brother, James Kennedy, Thomas 
Boswell, Sir George DaWdsone, John Keimeilv, 
William Wricht, and Duncan Makrinnyll, 
chaplains, and George Berclay, parish clerk of 
. . . . were replegiated by Sir Rol»ert 
Wemys, Chaplain and Commissary of (iawin, 
Archbishop of Glasgow, and found caution to 
underly the law for the above crime. 

John Kennedy of Bardn)ohat, Thomiw Mur- 
doch of that Ilk, James Kenneilv, brother of 
the Rector of Douglas, James ^lakrinnyll of 
BarneiU, and seven others, found caution to 
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underly the law for the said crime at the 
Justice-aire of Ayi\ kc. 

{XoU. — The John Mure of Auchendrane 
mentioned hero^ was the father of the more 
notorious John Mure, whose trial for murder 
appears later on. Other persons were cited for 
this Slaughter at later diets of the High Court, 
and were ilenounoed reliels, put to the horn, 
kc.) 

INTEIHOMMrMNtJ WITH KEBEI^ IN CARRICK, 
BUTE, AND ARRAN. 

January 15, 1529. — John Neilsone of Crai^- 
catfy, and Michael and John NeiUon, his 
cousins, were denounced rebels and put to the 
horn, kc., for not underlying the law for Reset- 
tins, Supplying, and Interoommuning with His 
Maiesty s rebels in Carrick, Bute, and Arran ; 
antf for Oppression done to the Laird of 
Mochruin, coming to his dwelUns-place of 
Mochrum, and breaking up the doors and 
windows, kc. 

SLAUUUTER. 

• May 20, 1530. — John Cunynghanie of Cap- 
rintoune, Alexander Cunynghame of Luglane, 
Adam Steuart of Schawtoune, Adam Cunvn^- 
luune of CUvanis, and fourteen others. — Their 
cautioners were amerciated for not producing 
them to underly the law, for art and part o? 
the cruel Slaughter of John Tod (May 21). 
They were denounced rebels, along with Da^^d 
Boewell of Auchinleck for this crime (May 
23). Hugh Campljell of Lowdoune became 
surety for John Cilieoii and eight others, to 
appear and underly the law for the same 
Slaughter at the Justice-aire of Air. 

r<>RETHor«;iiT fki/>ny. am» orpRrjwioN, kv. 

May 23, 1530. — William (,*unynghame of 
(flengamok, David Cunyiigliamc of Koliertland, 
and thirty -seven of their ftfllowers, found 
caution to appear at the Justice-aire of Air, to 
underly the law for art and \mn of the fore- 
thought felony and oppresnion done to (iabriel 
Sympill, lying in tlie highway near Ormy- 
sheuche, await iuif his arrival, for his Slaughter, 
of forethought felony an<l ohl Feud. 

FRII» BETWIiKN I'RAWn RI»S AND KENNEDYH. 

Perth, Nov. 29, I53i». — .loiiN Bryane and 
Allan Cat heart found John Crawfurd of Dron- 
gane and Quintin Schaw, tutor of Keris, to ap- 
pear at the Justice-air of Air, to underly the law 
for art and part of the Theft ueus stealing of 
sixtv-tive oxen and cows from James Kennedy 
of Hlarequhaone, from his lands of Halfpenny- 
lands, aiiil sixty more from his lands of Schen- 
vene. 



December 5. — John Kennedy of Giletree, 
Patrick Muir of Cloncard, and fifty -eight others 
found James Kennedy of Blarequhane as surety 
for their appearance at the Justice-air of Air, to 
underly the law for art and part of the thef tnoua 
stealing, under silence of night, from John 
Crawfurd of Kerch ill, and his sub- tenants, forth 
of his lands and dwelling of Kerehill, six score 
oxen and cows, two hundred sheep, and six 
horses and mares, and for common oppression^ 
thereby done to the said John and his sub- 
tenants. — James Kennedy of Blarequhaime als(» 
finds Patrick Mure of Cloncard as his surety to 
appear and answer for the said crimes. 

abiding from the raid to the west marches. 

February 8, 1532. — A number of Ayrshire and 
Galloway Lairds were denounced Rebels for 
treasonably abiding from the Host and Army to 
the West Marches towards England with the 
King's Lieutenant, on Jan. 5 last. Many pro- 
duced certificates of sickness and lioenses m>ni 
the Kinff and Lieutenant and were discharged. 
— The H>lloiiiinff is a specimen of the licenses 
that were usually granted on such occasions : — 

LiceuHtfor Mr WUHam Montgomery of Stair. 

Rex. 

We, understanding that our lo\ite» 
Maister William Montgomery of the Stare, is 
sick ami may not make travel without danger 
of his life, and that his son and apparent heir, 
with his household, acconling to his estate, is to 
depart to our Borders, with our dearest brother, 
James, Eric of Murray, our <ireat Warden and 
Lieutenant, for the defence of our realme, and 
resistim^ of our old enemies of Ingland : Here- 
FoRK, WE Kr&nt and give licence to the said 
Maister William to remain aiul bide at hanie 
from this our Host and Army, now devise<l to 
pass to the Borders, the fifth day of January 
instant, to the effect foresaid ; And he shall in- 
cur no danger nor skaith through his remaining 
and away biding from the wwnie, in his {>crsou, 
lands, or goods, and shall not be called nor ac- 
cuse<l therefor : Discharging all our Officers, 
present an<l to come : that is, our Justice, 
Justice Clerk, and Treasurer, and all others our 
Officera and Ministers of C^urt thereof, and of 
their offices in that part, And for his non-cmii- 
pearance to our said Host and Army ; We, by 
the tenor hereof, discharge all calling or ac- 
cusation that may follow thereupon, notwith- 
standing any our Letters or Proclamations made 
or to l>e made to the contrary ; Anent the which, 
we dispense, by these presents, subscribed with 
our hand at Edinburuhe, the year of (Irod, one 
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tlMHiaaiid five hundred and thirty-two years, and 
ol oor reign the twentieth year. 

Jamis R. 

PEUD BKTWKXN THE CtnTYKOHAMBS AND 



November 20, 1533.— Alexander Cuntno- 
HAMS, eon and heir-apparent of William, 
Master of Glencame, Andrew, his brother, 
David Cunynchame of Robertland, Robert Cun- 
jnghame of AnchinbeiTV, Robert Cunynghame 
of Aket, and William, his son, Adam Cunyns- 
hame, tutor of Laglane, John Campbell of Ard- 
och, Thomas Craufurd of Auchmam^s, and 
thirty others, found caution (viz., the 
Master of Glencame, William Cunynghame of 
Glengamock, John Cimynghame of daprintoune, 
. . , . Cunynghame of Cunynghameheid, 
Gabriell Cunynghame of Craganis, David Cun- 
vnghame of Kobertland, and Robert Cunyng- 
hame of Aket) to underly the law at the next 
Jnstice-aire of Renfrew, for umbesetting the 
high-way, by way of Murder; to William, 
Lord Sympill, lying in wait for his Slaughter, 
with a great company, between his Castle of 
Sympill and his Place of Lovell, on the fifth and 
seventh days of August last. 

William Cuxynghame of Glengamock, 
David Cunynghame of Robertland, and Robert 
Cunynghame of Auchinhervy, with sixteen 
others, fgund caution to underly the law at 
the same Justice-aire, for art and part of the 
forethought felony and oppression done to 
Robert Snodgerse, Mark Sympill, and Patrick 
Young, coming with convocation of the lieges, 
to the number of a hundred persons, in WarUke 
manner, on the (3rd) day of September last, 
within the lands of the said Robert, and 
forcibly seizins and imprisoning him, &c. The 
parties, both Cunynghame's and Sempill's, were 
bound over to keep the peace, under the pains 
of 5000, 2000, and 1000 merks each, according 
to their respective ranks. 

OPPRE8BION— INVASION — WOUNDING — 
MUTILATION. 

Jan. 13, 1537 — Gilbert, Earl or Cassillis, 
Fergus Maodowall of Freuche, John Kennedy, 
younger of Drumellane, Alexander Kennedy of 
Glentig, James Kennedy of Knockdone, and 
twenty -three others, found surety to underly 
the law at the Justice-aire of Air for art and 
part of the Multilation, besetting the way, 
forethought felony. Oppression, and breakins 
the King's Proclamation in his absence, and 
eoming upon John Dunbar of Blantyre, and his 
lour servants, within the Bursh of Air, upon 
Doe. 9 last, to the number of fifty persons, 
annod in warlike manner, cruelly invading them 



for their Slaughter, Wounding three servanto 
of the said John, and Mutilating two of them in 
the hand and thigh. 

OPPRESSION— MUTILATION. 

Heotor, George, and David Dunbar, Hugh 
Hammiltoune, and John Gillis, found caution 
to underly at the next Justice-aire of Air, for 
art and nart of the forethought felony. Oppres- 
sion, and Mutilation of Peter Rankm, coming 
upon him and James his brother, within 
the Burgh of Air, upon December 8 last, and 
cruelly invading them for their Slaughter, of 
forethought felony. 

RAVISHINO— (forcible ABDUCTION). 

June 10, 1537. — Thomas Kennedy, son of 
Thomas Kennedy of Knockreoche, found James 
Kennedv of Blarequhane as his cautioner, that 
he should underly the law at the next Justioe- 
aire of Air, for art and part of the * R;evis8ing ' 
Katerine Kennedy, daughter of deceased Alex- 
ander Kennedy, uirvanemanys. 

MUTILATION. 

August 9, 1537. — John CxJntnohame of 
Caprintoune, David Boswell of Auchinleck, 
George Dowslas of Pennyland, and twenty -six 
others, found caution to underly the law at the 
next Justice-aire of Air, for art and part of the 
Mutilation of John Sampsoune, of the thumb of 
his right hand, of forethought felony. 

BESETTINO THE LAIRD OF AUCHINAMVS FOR 
HIS SLAUGHTER. 

Nov. 13, 1537. — Sir John Walcar, Chaplain, 
dilated of art and part of Besetting the way to 
Thomas Craufurd of Auchinamys, at his Fishing 
of Cart, and invading him for his slaughter, in 
company with William Lord Sempill and his 
accomplices. He was replegiated by Gawin, 
Archbishop of Glasgow, to his Regality. 

SEDITION AND INSURRECTION IN THE BUROH OF 

AIR. 

January 19, 1538.— John Craufurd of 
Drongane, came in the King's will for art and 
part of the Sedition and Insurrection made 
Detween the neighbours and the inhabitants of 
the burgh of Air, and for art of the common 
Oppression of his neiKhbours. — William Crau- 
fura, young Laird of Lefinorriis, and John 
Loker^ of &r, became cautioners to satisfy the 
King and the parties. 

HAMESUCKIN and OPPRESSION OF THE LAIRD OF 
BAROANY IN AIR, ItO. 

January 19, 1538. — Alexander Lokrrt, 
burgess of Air, oonvicted of art and part ol 
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Convocation of the lieges in great nomben, 
within the Burgh of Air, in Autumn last, 
against the tenor of the Acts of Parliament ; 
and for art and part of the Hamesuckin (i.e,, 
assault of a man in his own house) and Oppres- 
sion done to Alexander Kennedy of Bargany, 
his near neighbour, at the same time ; coming 
to his house, within the Burgh of Air, in war- 
like manner, with invasive weapons, and throw- 
ing stones at his windows and doors, and 
breaking and destroying the same. And for 
art and part of the Sedition and Insurrection 
made between the neighbours and the inhabitants 
of the Burgh of Air ; and for common Oppres- 
sion of his neighbours 

(Sentence unrecorded. In all piobability 
Lokert found surety to satisfy the King and the 
parties.) 

TAKINt} <'APnVB, &C.— -EJECTION FROM CKKTAIN 

LANDS — MURDER. 

February 21, 1538— Thomas Cravfird of 
Auch names and Archibald Prestoune came in 
the King's will, for the compulsion and 
'taking captive of Sir Thomaif Craufurd, 
chaplain, against his will, to the place 
of Auchnames, and for detaining him in cap- 
tivity and subjection, for a certain space, usurp- 
ing thereby his Majesty's authority. —He aUo 
came in the king's will, along with Thomas 
Rowane, for art and part of the uujuHt ejection 
and outputiing of Margaret Love, widow, and 
John Hatcrson her son, furth of their i»et of the 
lands of Kcbhilstouiie, within the lordship of 
Anchnames. Hugh Montgomery of Hessilheid, 
the Master of (ileiicaim, and the Laird of 
Rohertland, became cautioners to satisfy the 
King and parties. — I'he same day, the Laird op 
ArcHSAME8, James, his brother, along with 
Prestoune and Rowane, received the King's 
Respite for the cruel slaughter and murder of 
John Qtthite, committed of forethought felony. 
Craufurd of Hanyng Itecame surety t<»r the sat- 
isfaction of the partieH. 

CONV0*!ATIO\— wounding— !JTOtrrHRIEF — 

OPPRKHHION. 

• 

October 2, 1638. — Richard Lauder and tweh'e 
others denounced reljels, kc. , for not underlying 
the law for art and part of convocation of the 
lieges, to the numlier of a hundre<l persons, 
aimed in warlike manner ; and for art and part 
€i besetting the way to Andrew Cnnynchame, 
•on of Sir William Cunynghame, Kniffht, 
Master of (>lencame ; and for cruelly Wounding 
and Hnrtinfl him ; and for stouthrief (f.e. theft) 
from him of his sword, whinger, belt, and purse, 
and certain money therein ; and also for art and 



part of (assuming) his Majesty's authority in tak> 
ing and detaining JameS Cunynghame, servant to 
the said Andrew, and putting him in the Stocks 
for twenty -four hours in subjection and cap- 
tivity, he being a free man, thereby usurping 
the King's authority, &c. 

SLAUGHTER OF THE LAIRD OF TURN BERRY. 

May 23, 1539 — James Reid, convicted of art 
and part of the cruel Slaughter of John Reid of 
Trumberry, coming upon him and slaying him 
of forethought felony. — beheaded. 

DiTTAY (t.e.. Indictment). — James Reid, you 
are indict and accusit for art and pairt of the 
felloune and cruel Slaughter of the deceased 
John Reid of Trumberry, coming upon him in 
his ain lands of Damdougall, in company with 
your father, Johne Reid, and your complices, to 
the number of nine persons, on the twenty-fourth 
day of Aprile last byepast ; and crueflie slew 
the said deceased Johne, upon auld feud and 
forethocht felony, and l)o way of Hamesuckine ; 
that ye committed the said sfauchter upon fore- 
thocht felony, ye being at the Wappinschawing 
in Are, when all your neighbours left their jacks 
behind them, ye said ye , would not leave your 
jack l>ehind you, for ye would have ado with 
your jack and weapons at hame ; that ye com- 
mitted the recent slauchter unon auld feud and 
forethocht felony, ye, the saia James, and your 
said complices, at Whitsunday last bipast, set 
upon the said decoased John at the Leynhcid of 
the Schaw, for his slauchter ; and when he 
escaped frae you, and there was ane concord 
and way ilevised to be ha<l betwixt you, you 
said * there should be may (•'.«., more) l>etwixt 
you, till ane of your skins was cuttit.' lUm, on 
the Sunday before the committing of the said 
slauchter, your father coming frae the Kirk of 
Manchline, said to Johne Udart that he could 

Set no way ** dressit " l^etwixt him and the said 
eceased Johne for the heicht of his sons ; and 
thereafter ye and your said compliccMi lay con- 
tinually on the Moss of Damdougall awaiting 
the said Johne for his slauchter, frae the Monon- 
day till Furisday (i.e., Monday till Thursday) 
that ye slew him ; and on the day before ye 
slew his ser\'ants dogs that skeyct (i.e., dis- 
covered) you where ye lay ; and when ye saw 
him coming, ye, the said James, antf yoor 
brother, ran before your father and slew him ; 
and ye were hurt and wounded in the meantime, 
and bad fled with the remnant, were nocht the 
war hurt and passed to ane bank (t.e., balk, a 
reserved ridge or stripe of grass bctwc»en tilled 
lands), and was found by James Logan, Schersf- 
depute of Are. 
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[NoTB. — James Reid, thoB accaae<l of murder, 
denied the charge, alleginff that John Reid 
and hU friends, to the numoer of ten persons, 
had pormed him and his father for the slaugh- 
ter of the latter ; that they had " chased mm 
and his cattle and us off his said malinff, and 
in the chasing of us they hurt me in the back ; 
and when we turned again to defend us, we, 
the said John, in his ain default, and our 
pare defence, happened to aet a stroke, me 
unwitting ; througn the whicn he is dead, and 
mv enemies and friends through very malice 
allege that I have the fault thereof, which is 
not of verity, have called me before your lord- 
ship to put me to cummer (i.e. , difficulti<^s) and 
trouble without any lawful or reasonable c.-iuse. 
Therefore, I beseech your lordship, for < Jod's 
sake, of remede." On the ground of his 
poverty, the accused asked that "ane man 
of law" should be appointed to "speak for 
him,*' '* as ve will have thank, reward, and 
merit of Goa, and of your own souls therefor. " 
King James postponed the trial for twenty or 
thirty days on a representation that the 
Sheriff of Ayr, being a friend to the man that 
was sbiin, had put on the jury ** certain pri- 
vate particular persons" who were biased 
' i«t the accused. The venue was also 
^ed to Edinburgh. Reid, however, was 
guilty and beheaded.] 



ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE TRIALS WHICH 

OCCURRED DURING THE REIGN 

OF KING JAMES V. 

REMISSIONS AND RESPITES. 

The extracts which follow illustrate in many 
caaee the trials which immediately precede : — 

April 24, 1517.— Remission to Sir William 
CmonrNOHAiCB, Knight, Master of Glcncame, 
Son and heir-apparent of Cuthbert Earl of Glen- 
eame, and twenty seven 'others, for the cruel 
alacu^ter of Mr Matthew Montgomery, Archi- 
biUd Caldwell, and John Smyth, committed on 
forethought felony ; and for the hurtins of 
John (Master of) Montgomery, Son and heir- 
apparent of Hugh Elarl of Eglmtoune, &c. 

June 18, 1528.— Respite to Gilbert Erle of 
f?A— TTj.f, Lord Kennedy, ftc, James and 
Thomas Kennedy, his brother, Hew Kennedy 
ol Girfanmanys, John, George, and Alexander 
kk brother, David Kennedy, cme (t.e., uncle) to 
%htt mid Erie, James Kennedy of Knokdone, 
John Kennedv of Giltre, Patrick Ahannay of 
Sorby, B«rtkJlmo Craufurd of Kerse, Robert 
and bmoan his brother, Williame Cunynshame 
«l Boqvhanne, Robert Grayme of Knockdoleane, 




Gilbert his brother, John Kennedy of Culzane, 
Gilbert Kennedy of Balmaclannochc (Balma- 
clannochan), John Bard of Kilhenze, Patrick 
Muir of Cloncard, John Muir of Auchindrane, 
John Muir his man, John Muir of Wodland, 
Thomas Corry of Welwod, Thomas his Son, 
Richert Makgee of Myrtoune, Thomas David- 
soune of Grenane, Thomas his Son, John Eklis 
of that Ilk, James M'Crynnell of Bameile, 
James Muir of Bjmgart, James Blair of Midill 
Auchindrane, Alexander M'Dowell, Tutor of 
Garthlon, John Kennedy of Bcnone, Johne Ross 
of Drumgrange, Gilbert Kennedy, the Provost's 
Son, Fergus Makdowell of Freuche, and two 
hundred and thirty -three others, for the 
Treasonable Slaughter of Cornelius de Mach- 
etema, Dutchman, in the time of the sitting of 
our Parliament ; and for all crime and action 
that may follow thereupon ; and for the 
Slaughter of Martyne Kennedy, and Gilbert 
Makilwraithe ; ana for the Intercommuning 
with our Rebels, being at our home, &c. , to the 
date hereof. For nineteen years to endure. 

(Note. — From a subsequent entry it appears 
that the Slaughter of the Dutchman, Cor- 
nelius de Macne tenia, was taken part in by 
the Sempills and others, and that it took place 
at the Tolbooth of Edinburgh.) 

July 1, 1526. — Respite to James Erle or 
Arane, Hew Erie of Eglintoune, Andro Lord 
Avandale, Hew Campbell of Lowdoune, 
William Wallace, Tutor of Cragy, and James 
Hammyltoune of Fynnart, Knight, with many 
others, to the num^or of five or six thousand, 
so many as the said Erie of Aranc will verify, 
by his hand write, and make faithe thereupon, 
pertains, or are men or servants to him or 
them, for the treasonable arraying of Battle, 
Insurrection, and Fielding against Johnc, Duke 
of Albany, Ac, Tutor to the King's Grace, 
Protector and Governor of his Realnie, coming 
with the King's authority, and his banner being 
displayed for the time at Kittycrocehill, beside 
Glasgow ; and for uU crime that may follow 
thereupon ; and for all other Treasons, 
Slaughters, Ac, in any time byegone, Treason 
in the Kind's person, and art and part of the 
Slaughter of the deceased Edward Cunynghame 
of Auchinharvy alone excepted. For the space 
of nineteen years. 

July 16, 1526.— Respite to Cuthberte Erie of 
Glencaime, William, Maiater thereof, James 
Cun3mffhame his brother, Robert Cunynghame 
of Aikheid, Robert Boyd of Portincarse, Robert 
Cunynghame, Young Laird of Watterstoune. 
William Cunynghame of Polquharne, John 
Cunynghame of Caprintoune, Alexander 
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Conynffhame of Laifflane, Edward Mure 
of Middletoune, David Cunynghame of Ber- 
taneholm, William Cunynghame of Craganis, 
William Convnghame of dmyngname- 
held, Mnngo Mure of Rowallane, William 
CfmJbighame in Glengamock, and Robert Boyd 
in Kilmarnock, for their treasonable art and 
part of bc«ieginfl the Castle of Sterling in com- 
pany with Johne, Duke of Albany, then 
Governor of this realm, the King's maist noble 
person being therein, at his tender ai^e ; and 
tor their treasonable intromitting with the 
King's person at that time, in company with 
the saia John, Duke of Albany, his tutor, he 
being immediately to succeed to him (i.e., heina 
the person next in succession to the crown), and 
not able f i.e., incapacitated) by the law to have 
his person in keeping ; and for their treason- 
able arranging of ane field and battle against 
the said John, Duke of Albany, his tutor, 
Protector, and Governor of his realm, and 
representing his person, at Kittycorshill beside 
Glasgow ; and for their treasonable besieging, 
taking, and withholding of his Castle of Dum- 
barton from his Grace and his servants, keepers 
thereof ; and for all other crimes of treason, 
actions, transgressions, crimes and offences 
whatsoever, committed or done by the said 
persons, or any of them, in any time byegone, 
unto the day of the date hereof, without any 
exception. For the space of nineteen years. 

July 1, 1. 128.— Remission to Hugh Campbell 
of Loudouue and thirty two others for their 
treasonably coming asainst the King in arrayed 
battle near the Burgh of Linlithgow, on Sep- 
tember 3, 1526 ; and for treasonably abiding 
from the King's armies at Solway and Werk ; 
and for art and part of the slaughter of Gilbert, 
Earl of CassillU. (At Stirling). 

Eo die. — Remission to Johx Craufurdb of 
DuoifOAN, Cieorge Campbell of Glaisnock, David 
Oathcart of Douchray, and John Clerk, for the 
same crimes. 

June 11, 1529. — Respite to Hew Kk^nbdt of 
Ginranemanyis for his treasonable art, part, 
and assistance ffiven by him to Archiosld, 
sometime Erie ofAnguse, his uncle and brother, 
and their complices. To endure for the space 
of five years ; so that (i.e.^ on condition tnat) 
the said Hew pass to Fraunce within two 
months, and there remain st his Grace's pleas- 
ure. (At Jedburshe.) 

December 23, 1538.— Respite to WnxiAXB 
CuifTVOHAMB or Akinbab, tor all actions done 
by him before the date hereof, Treason, kc, 
excepted ; for nineteen yta^n, 

December 24, 1539.— Remission to Hew, Earl 
of KfUnUxine, Hew Maimer of EgUntoiUM» Neil 



Montgomery of Langschaw, Charles Mowat of 
Busby, John Craufurd, brother of the Laird of 
Kilbim^, and twenty -eight others, for treason- 
ably abiding from the army of Solway ; and for 
all other crimes committed prior to this date, 
Treawn, kc, excepted. (At Linlithgow.) 

June 12, 1540. — Remission to Lawrence 
Craufurd of Kilbimv for treasonably abiding 
from the army at Werk ; and for all other 
crimes, Treason excepted. 

March 6, 1542.— Respite to Morise Dahrimpill, 
David Kennedy, and Thomas Homour, for the 
revising (i.e., forcible abduction of) Jonet 
Creichtoune, called Lady Newtoune, and having 
carnal dealing with her by the said Morise, 
contrary to her will ; for nineteen years. (At 
St Andrews. ) 

OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Note. — In addition to these Remissions and 
Respites, Pitcaim selects other illustrations 
which throw an interesting light on the state 
of society existing during the reign of James 
V. The disturbed condition of the country 
and the prevailing lawlessness is suggested \fj 
a letter bearing date October 28, 1515, to 
Hew, Erie of l^lintoune, " makins him and 
his assignees keepers, overseers, and suppliers 
of the Isle of Little Comeray , the deer, rabbits, 
and wild beasts being therein, until the King's 
perfect age of fifteen years, because Robert 
Huntare of Huntarestoune, forester of heri- 
tage of the said He, is nocht of power to resist 
the personis that waste the same, without 
supply or help." In January, 1530, the 
Abbot of Cosragwell, tutor, or guardian to 
Gilbert, Earl of Ossillis, was granted a safe- 
guard for himself, " his kin, men, friends and 
servants," to pass to France and other parts 
beyond the sea, to do his pilxriniiiffe. The 
two following entries explain themselves : — 

December 9, 1537. — Letter of gift to Jonet 
Loffane, relict of the deceased Johne Wallace 
of Cragy , in consideration that she is of our kith 
and blood, and has nought to live upon, howbeit 
she was dottit (i.e., dowered) substantially, bj 
the deceased our dearest father of good mind, 
whom God assoilzie, by payment of lar|(e soiDS 
of money for her tocher ; therefore, boinc now 
that the lands and lordship of Cra^ are fallea 
in our hands by reason of Warde, \Ve, willinc 
that the said Jonet be not utterly destitute off 
her living, has given, kc, the sum of forty 
merks of pension yearly, ftc. (At Linlithgow). 

March 23, 1538.— Letter of |pft to Thomas 
Kennedy, son and apparent heir to Alexander 
Kennedy of Bargany, his heirs, kc, of all goods 
moyeabfe and nninoyeable, debts, kc, whidi 
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pertoined to the deceased Jamee Kennedy in 
the Sohallauch of GlentU, and now eecheat, be- 
canae he, and Keil Boyd his servant, npon the 
• . . . day of March instant, upon aald 
fsnd and forethought felony, cruelly slew the 
deceased Patrick McIliTrik, at Craigneil, and 
for breaking of our sovereign lord his ** fenssis 
and arrestis," and for deforcing of his officers, 
Ac. 

Hew Craufurd, son and heir-apparent to his 
father, Laurence Craufurd of Kilbimy ob- 
tained transference of his father's estates 
which had been declared forfeit because of 
the latter*s interference with a process of 
Uw (June 11, 1546). On May 10, 1542, Alex- 
ander, Master of Glencame, was appointed 
ruler and governor within the bounds of Kin- 
tyre, with power to execute the office of 
Sheriff thereof, and hold the necessary Courts. 
The Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer 
of Scotland are hardly less valuable or sug- 
gestive than the records of events. So far as 
they have to do with Ayrshire, however, they 
relate chiefly to the expenses incurred by mes- 
sengers sent from the Covrt to summon the 
unruly lords of the county to appear to 
answer for their misdemeanours. On Feb- 
ruary 11, 1533, there is an entry of twenty 
shillings for a ** trentall" (i.e., three hundrecf) 
of masses ** done for the Britonaris (Bretons ?) 
souls which perished at the Port of Aire " — 
an entry which seems to point to the loss of a 
vessel and crew. The entry that follows in- 
dicates a disaster of a similar character, and 
suggests a trait in the local customs of the 
time which was probably more common in the 
country at large, than commendable : — 
November 12, 1632. — Ittm, to Cuthbert 
George, messenger, to ride with Letters direct 
to the Scherif of Air, and Bailie of Kile, to 
brinff Archibald Curre, in Sandefurtle, before 
the Lords of Council in Edinburgh, on Nov. 21 
instant, to answer at our sovereign lord's in- 
stance, for the intromitting with a purse of 
money extending to seven hundred pounds, 
which pertained some time to Enfflishmenne 
that (were) drowned on the coast of Air : and 
also delivered to him, siclik. Letters charg^g 
the Provost and Bailies of the Burghe of Air, to 
brin^ Roljert Ncle, John Fallisdaill, and Thomas 
Stevinstounc, to answer the day and place afore 
expremit (i.e., mentioned) for the same cause, 
and to his wage — twenty eight shillings. 

The sum of twenty shillings sufficed to 
summon the Karl of Montrose and Sir James 
Hammiltoune " to keep the day of Justiciary 
betwixt the Sympills and the Cunynghamis, ' 
at the period of the feud alreatly referred to. 



which raged between these houses, and in 
which the Laird of Craganis and his servant 
were slain. In April, 1537, Thomas Hammil- 
toune, macer, received thirty shillings *' for 
his labours done in searching of the l^retikis 
in the West Land," an entry that savours of 
the persecution ; and twenty shillings were 
the month following bestowed on another 
special messenger wno was sent to summon 
the men of Aire to compear before the Lords 
*' anent the gear of them that were convict of 
Heresy," ana which the men of Aire do not 
seem to have accounted for voluntarily. There 
are various entries at different periods of con- 
siderable sums disbursed to the Lady of 
Cragy, one of these amounting to twelve 
pounds twelve shillincs, being for a *'dole 
l^own," kirtill, and hood, to be used for mourn- 
ing on the occasion of the death of Margaret^ 
Queen Dowager of Scotland in 1541.] 

MARY STEWART, QUEEN OF SCOTS. 

TBEASONABLY A.SSISTINO THE EARL OF CLEX- 
CAIRN AT CLASfiOW-MVIR. 

February 5, 1545. — Sir Andrew Heriot, 
Chaplain in Glasgow, found caution to underly 
the law at the next Justice-aire of Lanark for 
treasonably coming with the ISatX of (>lencame 
and his accomplices against the Lord Governor 
upon the Common-muir of the burgh of Glasgow 
(Feb. 14). He again found caution to the same 
effect. 

ABIDING FROM THE RAID OF COLDINOHAME AND 
THE WEST MARCHES. 

February 8, 1545. — John Cr-xufird of 
Giffertland and John Craufurd of Birkhe<le 
found surety (Colin Campbell of Ardkinglas) to 
underly the law at the new Justice-oira of Aire 
for abiding from :he Queen's army, alon^ with 
the Lord Governor at Coldinghanie, for beei 5g- 
ing the Place thereof, and expelling the enemies 
of England furth thereof. 

CASTING DOWN AN IMAGE IN THE KIRK OF AYR. 

In connection with a trial, in 1747, for casting 
down and breaking an image of Saint Magdalene, 
Pitcaim refers to Ur M*Crie'8 Life of John Knox, 
and quotes the following somewhat curious but 
apparently authentic incident--** Walter Stew- 
art, brother to Andrew Stewart, Lord of Ochil- 
trie, was accused before Bischop Dunibar of 
Glasgow, in Marche (1533), for costing doune 
ane image in the Kirk of Aire. He reoantcil his 
oppiniouns, after long deallins with him. But 
in returning hame, he drouncil in the watter of 
Calder, so that, falling from his horse, ^one 
could rescae him. At length, getting hol^ tf a 
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great stone in the watter, he cried to his friends 
and exhorted them that they (should) take ex- 
ample by him not to redeeme life by recanting 
of the tnithe, for experience there proved it 
would not be sure. He protested he was there 
to die in the truthe which he professed ; and 
that, being sorie for his rccantatioun, he was 
assured of the mercie of Cio<l in Christ. He 
willed them to remember this work of Ood to 
their oune proffit. l^ing overcome and drawne 
from his grip of the stane (he was) droune<l, 
notte being able to rescue him in the deep, 
whether he was caried. Howbeit, the watter 
was not deep ({whair he fell first. George 
Cjuide, one oi the cheeff clerks of the Colledge 
of Judges in Edinbrugh, riding behind him 
upon the same horse, was saved. " 

SATISFA<TIO.V FOB MrTIL.\TI<)N' RKFEKKKD TO 
THE TREASrRER, 

Mar^h 26, 1547.— Thomas Kennedy of 
Kn(VKDAW, and Davi<l and Fergus his Sons, 
found Sir John Lawmond of Inneryne, Kniffht, 
* that they for themselves and their compfices 
«h.ill recompense, satisfy, and please Robert 
Catlicart of Carletoune, for the mutilation com- 
mitted by them upon him; and also shall please 
the Lord of Bargany in all behalfs, and his 
right, action, aii<l interest in the premises, as 
my Lord of Dunkeld, Treasurer, shall please to 
modify under the pain of a thousand pounds ; 
which mo<lification shall lie insert in the l>ooks 
of Adjournal, and to have the strength of an Act 
therof.* 

May 10, ir>49. — David Kenue<ly and Thomas, 
his bnther. Sons of Thomas Kenne<ly ot Knock - 
<law, were respited for mutilating Rol»ert Cath- 
cart of Carletoune of his left hand, and hurting 
and woundinff him in the face ; an<l for Convo- 
cation of the lieges in Januar>', 15W) 7. Kol>ert, 
Master of SenipiU l>ecanie ciutiofK-r for satisfy- 
ing the parties. 

SI.Ar«JHTEK, R.\VISHIN<;, IMI•KI«^oM^^;. 

•March 27, l.'»."V>. — ,Iames jin«l Juiiv Crat- 
FiKi*, Sons of Hugh Craufurd, »rnior, Rol>eit, 
Cieorge, an<l Hugh Craufunl, Son** of William 
Crauiunl of Rinjuhorn, John IWu', and John 
Browne, having previously f<Mmd caution 
((ii?orj{;e Craufunl (»f I>,*fnorv»e) to underlv the 
law for the cruel Sl;kught4»r of William Nlathy 
and Finlay Sym, and for ravishing (forcible 
alxluotion) of Agnes Cnvufiird Lady Lefnorese, 
and detainioK her in captivity fnr a certain 
npa<H'; and for pumuiii^ .^nd inva«ling Alexander 
Ne»U*t for his Slaui;htor, of furetiiought felony 
and ancient feud ; and for other crimes con- 
tainetl in his lAttem : Failing to apjiear the 



Laird of Lochnorcis was amerciated, and they 
were all denounced rebels and put to the horn. 
James Dunbar and Andrew rorter were also 
denounced for the same crimes, and David 
Craufunl of Kerso was amerciated for their 
non-entry. 

FKDD WITH LORD STEWART OP OCHILTREK. 

July 1."), I5o0. — John Lokart of Bar, John 
his brother-germ \n, and Charles Campbell of 
Skerringtoune were denounced rebels and put 
to the horn, and the cautioners amerciated, for 
not appearing to underly the law for pursuing 
Andrew Lord Stewart of Ochiltree for his 
Slaughter, on May 25 last on old feud and fore- 
thought felony, &c. — Hu^h Lokart, brother- 
germane to the said Laird of Bar, was re- 
plegiated by the Archbishop of Glasgow to 
answer for the said crime. 

(XoTE. — It will be observed that two of the 
three brothers were called John. This was 
not at all uncommon, the intention being to 
perpetuate the one Christian name in the 
family and to make proNision for the removal 
by death of the eldest son. The cautioners 
in this ciise were James Dalrumpill of Stair 
and William Campbell, brother to the Laird 
of Cesnok.) 

SACRILEr;E — SPOLIATION OF CHIJBCHBS AND 

ALTARS— DKSTROYrVrt CHORAL STALLS, 

OI^ZED WINDOWS, &C. 

July 16, 1550.— John Lokart of Bar and 
Charles Campl)ell of Bargour, and their 
Cautioner (Archibahl Earl of Ergyle) amer- 
ciated, for their not appearing to underly the 
law for their theftuous, and violent carrying off, 
Depre<lation, Stouthrief, and Spoliation, turth 
of sundry Parish Churches, Religious Houses, 
and Chapels, within the shires of Lanark, 
Renfrew, and the Stewartries of Kyle, Carrick, 
and Cuninghame, of tiun<lry Kucharistic Chalices 
(i.^., comnnmion or sacramental cups), Altanh 
ami ornaments of the Mass; and also for casting 
down and breaking Choral Stalls, and other 
Stalls, and (ilazed Windows, itc, in the years 
1545, 1540, 1547. and 1548, as specially con- 
tainetl in the Letters. 

ISTKRioMMrNINi! WITH THE LAIRD OF 
BALLA<JANP.. 

Novem>>er 14, 15.")4. — Oeoroe Cracftrd of 
Lef nereis l>ecame in Will for intercommuniuK 
with Duncan Hunter of Ballagano 1>cing relKH 
and at tln' horn (for the Slaughter of John 
(triemounr in IkNx'hane, and Andrew <irier8oune 
in jUgniliill) under silence of night, on one 
occasion only, in August last — Sir Hugh 
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CSMopbell of Lowdomi, Knight, became surety 
to ifttuf^ The Riobnt — and that the 8aid 
Oeom tnould remaip in the Town of Edin- 
burgh nntil the declaration of the said WilL — 
The aanie day John Cranfurd of Drongane 
fonnd Barety to nnderly the law at the next 
Jnattce-aire of Air, for re8ettin^> intercomnmn- 
ins, and supplying the Laird of Ballagine, 
jQlm hi» brother, Herbert H., in Baitfurd, and 
three others, rebels, fte., for the same crime. — 
James Kklis of that Ilk likewise came in Will 
for intercoromoning with the said Herbert. 

The f<»Ilowing were absentees from the 
Assize :--John Lokkert of Bar, John Campbell 
ol Lochlitf, Robert Grahame of Knockdoleane, 
Robert Campbell of Rinzieclenche, Andrew 
Cmiinghame of Hill« Hugh Montgomery of 
Hessilheid, George Kennedy of Balmaclen- 
nochane, Darid ooawell of Auchiulek, Xeill 
Montgomery of LAngschaw. Thomas Kennedy 
of RirKany, John Mare of Anchindrane, James 
Mure his brother. 

KCCCnriNG THE HOLY S.V.RAMENT WHILR 
XrSDKR KXCOMMr^nCATIOjr. 

- April, 2S, 1555 — William CrNVXCHAME or 
Lagla>'D found James Hammiltoone of F3m- 
Dert, Knight, as surety for his nnderljring the 
law at the next Jostice-aire of Air, for infring- 
ing the Acts of Parliament, in bearing Sentence 
of Excommnnication for year and day, and re- 
oeiTing the Holy Sacrament, while in that state. 

[XoTB — ^This was an offence of a heinous and ag- 
flTarated nature, especially prerious to the 
Reformation, when the consequences of Church 
censures were very formidable. ] 



CX)yV0CATIO!f OF THE LXEf; 



-vrAsiox. 



January 8, 1556 — John Cunnyogfaame of 
Glengamock, Cuthbert Ccnnynghame of Coch* 
rane, and Alexander Cunnynghame, Lis brothers^ 
John CunnynghameofCroy and ihir*y tworxbersy 
founl caution to uoderly the law at tlx next 
Justioe-aire at Air for C'j^xfjcMlvjo *A the 
Leiges to the numhrr of thirty persooa, aracd in 
warlike manner, and coming uxkder uk&oe *4 
night in July 1554, bv way of HatmMMrken, t// 
the bouse of Humphrey GaXbraith in Eistcr 
Glenne, breaking up the d^xjct tlHavjf, mA^erokj^ 
the same, and seardbxE^ for bisu Vm ^^ 
slaughter ; ooomitted on &rctV>:ig3^t ItieK.} 

[Sen's — One of the thirty two L«rt wzmz:. . -.j^ 
w&sJohn Browne, **hj*:rvv.^ wv-'.i* e^^ ^m 



intended to dewiU; a s«^.n:£;tA->ia:L£ *ji •r^*l ^tti. 
The C%3liosicrB w«* iMxA d^Lxyjuspj*.-.* *A 
Robert land, and the Ljuj^ *A ^f^cu^'^ 
At the laa 



twelve others found similar caution to underly 
the law for oppression done to John Cunnyn^- 
hame of Glengamock, and Cuthbert his 
brother, on August 10 last, and for Mutilation 
of the said Cuthbert of the thumb of his 
right hand.] 



THE LAIBD OP KNOCKDOLE.%XE 
FOB SLAUUHTEB. 



DEN'Ol'N<'KD 



Usat HB=;pi.rt7 *-*i'/r*. 






March 4, 1556— Robert Grahame of KncK:k- 
doleane denounced rebel and put to the Horn 
as fugitive from the law, for the Slaughter of 
Duncan M'Gilwrik, committed in NovemVier 
1554, on forethought felony. — He wan again de- 
nounced on April II, 1550. 

stcvlinf} a silver dmii of the guek.v 

be<;e.nt's. 

May 30, 1556 — David Myre in the Craig, 
within the Shire of Air, found John Schaw of 
Haly, as Cautioner for his entry at the next 
Justice-aire of Air, to uudcrly the Uw for art 
and part of the Theft and Concealment, furth 
of the house of John Lord Mai well, from her 
highness The Qiekn Ke/;evt, in the month of 
Autfust last, of a Silver Dijih marked with the 
saij Queen's Arms and l^ing her private pro- 
perty. — John Edzare, burgess of Dumfrie*, 
found suictT to unrlerly tli« law at the next 
aire of Dnmirieii for tlie same crime ; and Mar 
jory Cnnnynghai'^e his wife was <len//uni:«'d 
Rebel, and her nK^vealfles c/fif)«<:aU:'i sa fugitive 
frrxn the Uw;->(May 4, 1557) H\m wmi al 
l^/wed to cfjiam in tfi« <4wotu*% VVilL 

fcf^roHTKK. 

FeliTuary 3, 1557. — IUjHLHI lltLU/jj^r ai*/l 
Da Till KPCaI'J, U/vh in C»pfiiit»/uj*e, n/u 
r'lrXtA *A art and part of t^e «;ru'-l sUtighter of 
John CVrk, oommjtu>l at t:*e I'U^^ of r'aprni 
stoane on Jan. H laat. -ntui^ty:*:, To 1^ U 
lusdvi 

J OIK 14. — Rr<4^t?rt fSa/'.Uy i/j (almiwA^mua. tA 
hiM 'rtm igt^ u^Aivti mi\\,»jrtt^y.'*. *Aii^ •U'i'.hurf 
of iht d«,niastd 4*A*Mi*: '.'lefk til i.^\traiVi/uiM , 
vrmmsKAm Us be iMi4i»i*^i lu \ff9e%t:u/jc *A Joh<fi«* 
Clerk* t^m Ui th* aai/1 * 'WuMwf j .hAtit^,' ai*d 
also t^ JtMftiee d*^>rfa» kAtn V* tjn t<ai<fai*»d a^*'! 
t// pass forth «A XLim nAlm i»a.i*jit tw<.ii*)r «U)S 
nrit ii0tr*atiusr ; a#W t^A if* t^'in* U«r«t'ii#*y/ 
aij^aus w,*^j^ wy^.iMi Ix'Mn^fJi *A Ktjt '/g«A«« • 

Vtt'jfumJr/ it, |./0s? Aj »/ ' ".'^rr. D'. 5|y/i or 
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Josticeaire of Air for art and part of the cruel 
Slaughter of Andrew Dunlop, his son ; com- 
mitted in July last. 

HAMEaUCREN — BESIEGING THE HOUSE OF 

PEN KILL. 

May 22, 1558. — Thomas Kennedy op Bar- 
(;an'y, John and Alexander his son and brother, 
David Kennedy, son of the Laird of Bennane, 
Wilham Caldwell, and seventeen others, found 
Sir Hugh Campbell of Loudoune, Knight, 
surety for their underlying the law at the next 
Just ice -aire of Air, for Convocation of the 
lieges, armed in warlike manner, and coming 
by way of Hamesucken to the dwelling-house 
or Adam Boyd of Penkill, and Invading him, 
his wife, children, and servants, for their 
slaughter, and besieffins them in the said house; 
and for Hurting and Vvounding . . . Ken- 
nedy his wife, with stones. Committed on 
January 29 last. 

slaughter. 

Si'pt ember 1.3, 1558. — John Gartlen in Pen- 
bn*k, in («lenmuir, convicted of art and part of 
the cruel slaughter of James Reid in Halfpenny- 
land : committed in August last, on ancient 
feud and forethought felony, kc. — Behea^led. 

PRKACHIN«; THE DOCTRINES OF THE REFORMATION 

AT AYR. 

May 10, 1559. — John Willok denounced rebel 
for his U8ur|)ing the authority of the Church, 
and for taking upon himself the ser^'ice thereof, 
and also for convocation imd gathering of the 
lieges within the said burffiie, he not being ad- 
mitted or approve<l by tne Ordinary of that 
place ; and without his licence, haranguing and 
preaching to the said lieges and persuadinff and 
nc<lucing them to his erroneous and seditious 
doctrines and Heresies, thereby usurping^the 
King and Queen's authority, antl stirring up the 
liegcH to commit Se<lition and Tumults, con- 
trar\' to the Proclamations. Robert Canipltell 
of Kinzecleuche, his cautioner, was at the same 
time amerciated. 

AIIIDINO FROM THE RAID OF JEDBUK(;HF.. 

April 30, 1562 — William Cunynuhame of 
CunvuKhamhead, charged with abiding from 
the Kaid of Jedburghe, and his son, the young 
Laird amerciated for his non-entry to undcrly 
the law. 

CHI.KBRATINO THE MA.S8— ATTEMPTIN*; T*» RF-STORE 

IMtPKRV AT KIRKOMWALD, MAYBOLE, &r. — 

tX IN VOCATION, ki\ 

May 19, I563>-At this date John, Archbishop 
of St Andrews and forty -seven others, were 



brought up on a charge of attempting to restore 
Popery. The roll, or list of the persons oo 

Smel, includes the names of Hew Kennedy of 
lairouhynnye, Malcolm, Commendator of 
Quhitnome, David Kennedy, brother to William 
Kennedy of Brunstone, Sir William Tailzcfeir, 
Sir Johne Dunlop, George Kennedy of Banna- 
clannochane, David Boyd, Dean Gilbert Ken- 
nedy, Dean Michael Dewar, Sir James Kennedy, 
and Sir Thomas Mure. The offences were not 
coniined to Ayrshire, but the sentenee that 
follows deals principally with a breach of the 
regulations for public worship committeil in 
this county : — 

'* The Assyise fylis and conWcts tlie said 
Hew Kennedy of Blairquhynnye, Malcolm, 
Couunendator of Quhithome, I^vid Kennedy, 
Sir Thomas Montgomery, and Sir William 
Tailzefeir of the contravention of our sovereign 
lady's Act and Proclamation, charging all her 
lieges that every one of them should contene 
themselves in quietness, keep peace and civil 
society among themselves, and that none of 
them take upon hand, privately nor openly, to 
make any altei*ation or innovation of The Statk 
OF llEur.ioN, or attempt anything against the 
form which her Grace found publicly and 
universally standing at her arri\-al within this 
realm ; that is to say, the sai<l Hew Kennedy 
and Daxid Kennedy, by making of Convocitioo 
of our sovereign lady's lieges, to the number of 
two hundred persons, arrayed after the manner of 
war with jacks, spears, guns, and other weapons 
invasive, of their causing, cominff, fortifying, 
and ratihabitation upon the cightn, tejith, and 
eleventh days of April last byepast, coming to 
the Parish Kirk of Kir kos well and College of 
Mayboill respectively, and there openly made 
alteration ana innovation of the said State of 
Relic; ION which our sovereign lady found pro- 
claime<l and universally standing and professed 
at her arrival within this realm, ministering and 
abusing on their nretended manner, irreverently 
and indecently, the Sacraments of Holy Kirk, 
namely, the Sacraments of the Body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, other ways and after 
anolher manner than the public and general 
order of this realm ; and the said Malcom, Com- 
mendator of Quhithome, Sir Thomas Montgom- 
ery, and Sir William Tailzefeir, ministering and 
abusing, on their pretended manner, irreverently 
and indecently, in the month of April foresaid, 
in the Place of Congiltoun, the Sacraments of 
Holy Kirk of the IVniy and blood of our Lord 
Jesus, other an«l in another manner than the 
public and general onler of this realm, received 
and professed at our sovereign lady's arrival, 
contained in the said Proclamation ; and that 
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ID respect of their ConfeaaioD of the same in 
jndgmeat. 

S«DteDce — Therefore the »»id Malcolm Prior 
of Quhithorne, Sir ThomM Monigotnerv, and 
Sir William Tailzefeir, were adjudged to be put 
in Ward tritliin the Castkix or Di-hbaktane. 
And the wid Hew Kennedv and David Kennedy 
to be put in Ward witnin the Castell of 
Edisbcboh, thereto remain daring the will 
and pleasure of our aovereigD lady. 

Aiaize — John Maxwell of Terriglis, Knight ; 
Andrew, Lord Stewarte of Ochiltry, the LArd 
of Lochinvftr, the Lard of OleDgamak, tiie Lard 
of CaprinlouD, younger, the Scheriff of Air, the 
I^rd of Cunynghomeheod, Hew Wallace of 
Camell, the Lard of Crawfurdlaad, Mr Jo. 
Fullertone of Dreghome, the Lord of Rowallane, 
Hew Cunyughame of Watteratoun, Jamea 
Chalmer of Gaitgirth, Johne Ehinbar of Mich. 
nune (Mochnun T) Gawou Dunbar of Baldtone. 



CONMCMDAlnH O 



KILWimiNQ niBKD F 



October 3, 1563. — Oawane Comraendator of 
Kilwiiming prewnted the Queen's Majesty*! 
writing, and deaired the same to be re^atered 
in the book* of Adjoomal ; of the which the 
t«Dour follow! : — 

Rkina, 

We, for certain causea moving us, 

£uit and gl*e licence to Gawane Commen- 
t«r of Kilwyning to Depart out of the Town 
of Stirling and certain ipscei! thereabout, 
wherein he is now presently warded at our 
oommand, and to paaa and do his lawful business 
where he plaaaes, within this our realm ; and 
will and grant tha't he nor hia Sureties shall 
incQT the danger there threngh, nor to be called 
nor accused therefor ; and to that effect will 
and command the Lord Justice Clerk, or other 
moeivera of the said sureties, to delete the 
acta of the same furth of their books, for keep- 
ins of the said Ward, by this our writing, 
anbacribed with our hand, at Stirling, the 
twenty-sixtb day of September, 1663. 

Masia R. 

F Tm LAiBD or 



December 12, 1064.— Bernard Ferguawnu of 
Kilkeraa, Thomas and David his brothers, and 
Afty-one others, delatit for Convocation of our 
SoTveign Lady's lieges, upon the last day of 
Jo^ lut bypMt, arrayed in fashion of war, 
to., to th* number of one hnndrsd persons, 
he tenonr of the AoU of Parlia- 



ment, and ooming within the Tolbooth of Air, 
where Robert Crawfurd of Clolynane, John 
Dunbar of BUutyre, and Robert Campbell of 
Ovirtoune, the SheKff.DepuUsB of die Sherilfdom 
thereof, were sitting iu judgment in a fenced 
oourt, for adminiatiatioo of justice ; and there, 
openly, in plain face thereof, after injurious 
works betwixt them, cruelly invaded John 
Crawfurd of Camtarg, and other* being with 
him in company, with drawn swords and ataves 
for their Slaughter ; and therethrough troubled 
the said Court, and stopped the said Sheriff. 
Deputes to minister justice in the action and 
causes contained in the Letters criminal direct 
thereupon, then depending before them. The 
other panels of note follow. 
NoTi. ^-Thoinaa Fergussoune and those marked 
* was discharged SimpUciter : — Thomaa 
Fergussoune in the Traife, Hector Fergus- 
soune, spouse to Agnes Crawford, Kiniane 
Fergussoune, his son, William Fergussouao 
of Auchinsoule*, Duncan Fergussoune of 
Glenbowar, Walter Kennedy, son to Drum- 
mellane, G. Kennedy of Balmaclaunocliene, 
Robert Blair, his huiuchold man*, Duncan 
Kennedy of Dalquharne, Andrew Grahamo, 
hia houaehohl man, William Cunynghame of 
Clonkard, David Kennedy, aliru The Page*. 
John Kennedy of Drunuiellaue, Olipher and 
Robert, his sous, Gilbert Kennedy of Drum- 
nellane, younger, Matho Kennedy, servaat 
' net Kennedy, i' ■ " 
iudman of Itogi 
son toSir Uewof 011- 
Gilbert Eric of Caaaillia amerciated for not 
entering Patrik Kennedy, younger of Dal- 
gerrok, and seven others, to underly the taw. 
As Baillie of the Regality of Carsrawgall, ha 
desired to replegiat« Thomas Fergussouue in 
the Traif.— OnCinuad to 'Thurisday next," 
December U. 

December 14. — ^Tlie Justice, by Interlocutor, 
ordained that the said Thomas Fergussoune to 
Travis be not replegiated to the said Regality, 
because there was no writings, acts, noc other 
reasonable cause propounded that the same 
was before a Regality. My Lord Caaiillis pro- 
tested that the Interlocutor pronouuced 
thereanent be not prejudicial to his Regality 

AssizB.— The Laird of Camall, John Cath- 
cart of Carltoune, tlie _ Lard of tlntrekin, 
George Corry of Kelwood, George Kessane, 
John Montgomerye in the Flatl, Juhoe Schaw 
of Grimmet, Thomas Scot of Hanynz, Jamea 
Dnnlope of that Ilk, John Bhtro of Myddil 
Anobindrane, William Inglis of ScheilL 




18 



EARLY AYKSHIRE CRIMINAL TRIALS. 



Deoember 25.— Vxrdiot.— The laid Heotonr, 
Thomas and Barnard Fer^^uMOune, found of art 
and part of the Con vocation fto. ; continued, as 
to the rest, to the next Justice-aire of Air. 

(hi the same day Johne Crawfurd of Camlarg, 
David and Quintine his brothers, were found, or 
' fylit ' by the above Assise for the same crime. 
F&ty-four others were also charged, the most 
remarkable of whom were William Crawfurd of 
Drummishay, David Crawfurd his brother, 
AllaneCathcart of Drumffowane, David Cunyn^- 
hame of Polquhime, WiOiam Cunynghame, his 
lirother, David Craufurd of Kerse, William 
Cathcart of Wodheid, AL Cwnynghame of 
Montounhill, WUliam Cathkart of Watterheid, 
John Power of Silverwod, George Logan of 
Brounhill, Adame Dunbar of Barcurroch, 
Guthbert Dunbar his brother, George Neisbet 
in Tempelland. The remainder of the pannel 
were remitted to the next Jostioe-aire of Air. 



JAMES V L 

SLArOHTKR. 

November 4, 1570.— William Cwninouams 
of Aikett, William Ferguahill and Florence 
Crawfurd his servants, John Raburne of that 
nk, dilated of the Slaughter of John Mure of 
Caldwell. Prelocutors for the Pannell, my Lord 
Prowand, Mr David Borthwick. The same 
prelocutors asked instruments that they pre- 
sently behoved to speak in defence of the 
persons accused in respect of the letters pur- 
chased by the Ring's advocates, and of tneir 
declaration made in judgment that they would 
insist in pursuit of this cause. 

Mr John Spens of Condie, one of the foresaid 
advocates, asked instruments, that he, by a 
precept and writing subscribed by my Lord 
Reffent, was charged to pursue the said persons, 
and conform to the command thereof, would 
proce«<l to process ; whicli writing he desired 
to be inserted in the books, for his warrant, 
whereof the tenour follows : — 

"Advocates. — It is our will, and we charge 
you, %hat ye pursue our Sovereign lonls' letters 
raised against William Cuninghame of Aiket, 
and John Raburne of that Ilk, and their com- 
pUoes, for arte and part of the Slaughter of|the 
late John Mure of Cauldwell at the day con- 
tained therein but (i.e., without) delayer defer- 
ring. As ye will answer to his Majesty and us 
thereupon. Subscribed with our Hand at Edin- 
burgh, the third day of September, 1570. 

Mathow, Regent." 

The same day compeared Williame Edmes- 
tonne, in presence of my Lonl Justice and his 



Deputes, in judgment, and exponed and 
declared that, forasmuch as Williame dming^ 
hame of Aik«t, and Johnne Raburne ol that 
nk, his Gude-Son (t.e., son-in-law), and rem* 
anent persons on pannell, bv their own mean 
and information, at least by information ol 
others in their names, of their OMoAng, 
had purchased letters at the instance ol our 
sovereign lord's advocates, upon themselves, lor 
the slaughter of the late John Mure ol Osld- 
well, knight, committed and done bv the late 
Alexander Cuninghaim, younger of Aiket, aad 
by their cause, command, and resett ol bloody 
hand, the said William, for the entertainment 
of his gudeeon, who was actor, factor, and pria- 
cipal committer of the same by them, the tenth 
day of September last bve-past, upon the Earl 
of CassiUis' lands, called tne Bordlands ; aad 
therewith have caused charge themselves to find 
surety to underly the law for the said slaughter 
in the tolbuith of Edinburgh, before the justice 
or his deputes, the third day of November in- 
stant ; as also caused an assize to be sum- 
moned to that effect, of such persons as tbey 
best pleased, baith suspect and not knowing tM 
verity. To the pursuit of the which caoM 
Robert Mure, now of Cauldwell, son to the de* 
ceased Johnne, were never warned nor reqaired, 
nor gave information to the raising of the said 
letters, nor had knowledse thereoi And the 
said Johnne Raburne dweUs within the Regality 
of my Lord of Sanct Johnne, and in hurt and 
prejudice of the privilege of the said Regality 
has declined therefrom and taken to the royalty 
to. this effect ; And therefore, allesed, that my 
Lord Justice, nor his deputes here present, 
should not put the said William Cunninffhama 
of Aiket, and the said Johnne Raburne of that 
ilk, to the knowledge of the said Assyise, by 
virtue of the said letters ; the said Robert More 
never being warned nor required to the pursuit 
thereof ; and, as he understood, the assuranoa 
betwixt the Lords unrun-out : In the mean- 
time, therefore, protested, if my Lord Jostaoa 
or his deputes aid in the contrary, that tha 
same was not prejudicial to the said Robert 
Mure ; but that he, for his interest, might in aU 
time hereafter pursue the said William and his 
complices now on pannell for the slaughter of 
the said deceased johnne his father ; and that 
no declaration of the Assyise, nor purgation of 
the said William thereof, should be repute or 
held sufficient, nor testimony of the Justice 
declaring the same, and that specially of the 
late practice, authorised in the contrary. Upon 
the which premisses, the said WiUiam re* 
quired acts, ic 
Aasiu.~The Assise included John Cnnniag- 
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Vxuymr.—Tha whole AiniM, i 



witboBt diflmnee, wqaittsd the foroBUd fmi- 

lUWi OB p"*""!! Whiob decUration beiu 

1 bj> the month of Ju 



Axnmo noil thb raid 

Nof«mberS7, 1B70. — ALKZANDni Kuihbdti 
of Dnrnqnlkuiw md Patrick Kennedye of Cul- 
Bane, dn>t«d for remuniiiB from the rud or- 
dMBed to eoarene U LynlTthgw, the leoond 
d»7 of Angnat UM 4i;«-paat. Pnrtned b; 
ThonuM Keimedya of B»rg«n]r« u donator (of 
thair otebeit] and the advoottM. Continued tft 
the JnitiM-aire of Air. 

IDOI.ATBT — CILKBKATIOfl OF THB MASS, &C. 

Uarofa 19, 1C72. — Jabfak MoKTOOHiKit and 
John Mawnme, dwelling at Eglintonne ; Sir 
johane Mnir, dwellins at Kilmarnock. — Hugh, 
brl of CaHillii, and Cbarlea Mowet of Buibtfa 
an flnad, the former in forty pounds and the 
latter in eigbty ponnds, aa cantionera for the 
•bore pannua for (heir non-appearance, for the 
■bon^nabla and detestable crime of idolatry, 
oeamiitted by tbenuelvea and othen with tbem, 
oeatfMY to the tme and right«on« iuititntion of 
Iha Word of God, the celebration of man, the 
MlamniMliaii of marriage, &c. , witJiin the caitle 
of Egliatoniie. Denoonced rebels, and their 
mtraable good* to be eaobeat to the King's n*& 

Hweb 31, 1C73.— Uabioune Riid, delated of 
W( and part of tbe abominable crime of incest, 
oooiaiittcd with Gilbert Young in Bamaoght ; 
hwiig hia wife, and knowing perfectly her Ud 
mem a a to have lain in fomicstion with Janet 
rftiil. bar sister, of before, and a bairn mocrmX 
betwixt them, and she admonished by the Kiik 
lo afaataia therefrom. Sorety, Jobnne Reid of 
IVejndlMliaid to the mome ; and thereafter 
oaatiBMd nnder snrety to the third day of the 
jwttfre aint of Air, or toooer, npon fifteen days' 



OtMiHi Tomro, i 




bailie), Qeorge Crawford of Aucbincroice, 
Ronald Hntoheon in Hannaystonn, and tbirteen 
others. Delated of convocation of onr sovereign 
lord's liegee, to the number of sixty persons or 
thereby, arrayed in warlike manner, contrary to 
tbe Act* of Pnrliament ; and coming lo the 
house of David Blak in Dallek-killis, wherein 
they had housed Johne Craufurd of Heidmark, 
to tbe same by the apace of three hours or 
thereby, until they forced him to render tbe 
same to tbem ; taking of tbe said Johne Creu- 
tnrd in Heidmark perforoe, and having him 
bound as captive to tbe place of Lesnories, 
when they detained him within the same, by the 
space of eighteen days or thereby, in itrait 
captivity and prison ; usarping theretbrouRb 
oar sovereign lord's authority upon tbem, the 
said Johne being bis highness' free liege-man, 
and they having no power nor commission to that 
effect. Committea in tbe month of October, the 
year of Ood one thooaand five hundred and 
seventy-four year* ; of tbe special causing, de- 
vising, art, part-taking, command, usistance. 
Mid ratihabitationn (i.e., confirmation) of the 
said George Craufurd ot Leanoreia. and other 
crimes, at leourth contained in the letters direct 
thereupon. Continaed to the Justice-aire of 
Air the third day, or sooner upon fifteen days' 
warning. 



ia fined for his non-appearance ; and 

be denonoeea rebel, and his 

a* fugitive from tbe law. 



HOKCKBr, wnCBOtAIT, A 

November 8, 1576.— EuzABrtH or Bessii 
DninxiP, spouse to Andrew Jack in Lyne. 
[NoTR. — Pitoairn preface* thi* trial with i 

len^y DOt«. Lyne or Linne, he sayi 



merk land lying in the barony of Dairy, 

property of the tamiiy of Lord Boyd. I' 

is likely that Bessie and her husband t 



tenants or cottars on Ibia esl^te, a* the prin- 
cipal scene of the following transactions is 
laid within the county of Ayr. 

" Tbe Trial of Bessie Dunlop," continoe* 
Pitcaim, " is one of tbe earliest, and may be 
reckoned aa one of the moat extraordinary 
caee* on record, in reference to the infatua- 
tion, common to all the nation* ol Earope at 
that period, on tbe enbjeot of Witchcrafl, 
verjF view extremely interesting. 



but more particularly on account of the very 
minute and graphic details given by Bcnie of 
many circnmstancea oonnected with the pre* 



vailing superstition, e«paciaUy in relation t 
the Court o/foerie." 

In all probability — almost certAinly, 
indeed — the indictment that follows was 
drawn on the lines of Bessie's own confeaston, 
extort«d from her by the moet exquisite 
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torture. No cruelty was too ^reat to be 
applied to a notour icitchf and this unfortun- 
ate designation required no firmer basis than 
the scandal or common gossip of the neigh- 
bourhood. Although no mention is made of 
such a thing in the extraordinary charges 
against Bessie, it appears from many other 
cases given in the pages of Pitcaim that 
witchcraft was the occasion of much immor- 
ality in the "coveys" or gatherings of its 
adherents. This is an aspect of witchcraft 
that cannot be enlarged upon, but it must be 
borne in mind in estimating the justification 
— such as it was — for the cruel severity meted 
out to those who either professed, or were 
believed to possess, the art of *' Devilrie." 
When the Kirk emerged from the fires of 
persecution, it had not lost its faith in the 
efficacy of the stake.) 
Ihlatit of the using of Sorcerie, Witchcraft, 
and Incantation, with Invocation of Spirits of 
the Devil ; continuing in familiarity with them 
at all sic times as she thought expedient ; 
dealing with charms and abusing the people 
with devilish craft of Sorcery foresaid, oy the 
means after specified ; used these divers years 
byepost, specially at the times and in manner 
following. 

In the first that, forasmickle as the said 
Elizabeth being demanded by what art and 
knowloilge she could tell divers persons of 
things tliat (were) tynt (i.e., lost) or were stolen 
away, or could help sick persons ? Answered 
and declared that she herself had no kind of art 
or science so to do ; but divers times, when any 
such persons came over to her, she would 
enquire at ane Thom Reid who died at (i.e., on 
the field of) Pinkie, as he himself affirmed, who 
would tell her whatever she asked. 

{2) Itfin^ she Iwing enquired what kind of 
man this Thom Hcid was ? Declared, he was 
an honest, wcel elderly man, grey bearded, and 
had a irrey coat with Lombard sleeves of the 
old fashion ; a pair of grey brecks and white 
shanks, inirtercd above the knee; a black bonnet 
on his head, plain behind and close before, 
with silken laces drawn through the lips thereof, 
and a white wand in his hand. 

(3) //cm, being interrogated, how and in 
what manner of place the said Thom Reid came 
to her 7 Answered, as she was going betwixt 
her aiii house and the Yard ox Monkcastle, 
driving her kye to the pasture, and makins 
heavy sair dule (i.r., lamentation) with herself 
greeting verv fast for her cow that was dead« 
her hosbanu and child that were lying sick in 
the land -ill {i,t,, famine, pestilence, or plague), 
and she new risen oat of giaiaoe (i.e., child-bed), 



the foresaid Thom met her by the way, hailed 
her and said, ' Gude day, Bessie,' and she said» 
*God speed you, gudeman,' ^ Sancta MarU^* 
said he, * Bessie, why makest thou sae great 
dule and sair greeting, for ony warldlie thing ?* 
She answered, * Alas ! have I not great cause to 
mak great dule? for our gear is trakit (».«., 
dwindled away) ; and my husband is at the 
point of death, and a baby of my own will not 
live, and myself at a weak point ; have I not 

food cause then to have a sair heart?* Bat 
'hom said, 'Bessie, thou hast crabbit (t.e.» 
incensed) God, and asked some thing thoa 
should not have done; and therefore I counsel 
thee to mend to him ; for I tell thee thy bairn 
shall die, and the sick cow, or (t.e., before) yon 
come home ; thv two sheep shall die too ; oat 
thy husband shall mend and be as hale and 
strong as ever he was. ' And then I was some- 
thins; blither, for that he told me my ffudemaa 
would mend. Then Thom went away from me, 
in through the yard of Monkcastle ; and I 
thought he gaed in at a narrow hole of the 
dyke, nor any earthly man could have gone 
through ; and so I was something fleit (t.e., 
afraid). This was the first time that Thom an<L. 
Bessie foregathered. 

4. Ittm^ the third (second?) time he ap- 
peared to her as she was going betwixt her own 
nouse and the Thorn of Damwstamok, where 
he tarried a guid while, and speired at her ' if 
she would not trow ^t.e., trust) in him?" She 
said 'she would trow in anylxxly that did 
her gude. ' And Thom promised her baith gear, 
horses, and kye, and other graith, if she would 
denv her Christendom and the faith she took 
at the fouut-stane. Whereuuto she answered 
' that if she would be riven at horse-tails, she 
should never do that ' ; but promised to be leal 
and true to him in ony thing slie could do. 
And further, he was something angry with 
her that he would not grant to her that which 
he spake. 

5. //em, the third time he appeared in her 
ain house to her, about the twelfth hour of the 
day, where there were sitting three tailors, and 
her ain gudeman ; and he took her apron and 
led her to the door with him, and she followed 
and gaed up with him to the kill-end, where he 
forbade her to speak, or fear for anything she 
heard or saw ; and when they had gone a little 
piece fonK'ard she saw twelve persons, eight 
women and four men. The men were clad in 
gentlemen's clothins and the women had all 

Elaids round about them, and were very seemly- 
ke to see ; and Thom was with them. And 
demanded if she knew any of them ? AnsweredL 
Dane except Thom. Demanded, what they aaid 
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to har! Aniwered, they b»de hersit down uiil 
nid, ' Welcome, Benie, wilt thou go with mf 
But ihe uuwered not, because Thorn had for- 
bidden her. And further declAred, that iho 
kiMW not what purpose they had amonnt them 
f'i.s., what was the subject of their conference); 
onlj, she saw their lips move ; uirl wilhin a 
short space they parted alt away ; and a hideoui 
ugly ■ouoh of wind followed them ; and she lay 
sick till Thorn a^iin came back from them. 

(6) Iltm, She being demanded if she speired 
at Thom what penons they were 1 answered, 
that they were the gude wichta that wynnit in 
the Court of Elfamo fi.i!., the Court of Faery, 
•U'hame), who came there to desire her to go 
with them ; and further, Thora desired her l» 
do the same ; who answered, ' She saw no profit 
to gkOB that kind of salt unless she kenned 
wherefore 1' Thom said, ' Seest thou not me, 
baith meat- worth, claith -worth, and gnde 
anenKh like in person ; and (he) should make 
bar ftr better than erer she wosT' She an- 
■wend ' that she dwelt with her ain husband 
and baimi and conld not leave them.' And so 
Thom began to be very crabbit with her, and 
Mid, ' if so she thonght, she would get little 
gude of him.' 

(iilnUTTOgaitd, If she had sought anything 
at Thom to help herself, or ony tth«r with T 
AnsWAred, that when sundry peisooa came to 
ber to seek help for their beast, theiT cow or 
jow fi.e., ewe), or for a bairn that waa tane 
away with an evil blast of wind, or elf-grippit, 
she gaed and speired at Thom what micnt help 
them ! and Thom would pull an herb and give 
ber (it) out of bis ain hand ; and bade tier 
■ehetr the same (i.e., after being mingled with 
oUmt herb* it was to be sifted or strained) with 
other kind of herbs, and open the beast's mouth 
and put them in ; and Che beast would mend. 

(8) Hem, Thom oiive her, out of his own 
hand, a thing like the root of a beet, and bade 
ber either seethe or make a saw (i.e., an oint- 
dient) of it, or else dry it and make powder 
of it, and give it to sick persona, and they 
should mend. 

l*Um>gated, how she knew the same would 
heal? Dvclared, that so soon as she rubbed 
the saw npon the patient, man. or woman, or 
child, and it drank it. the child wonld mend ; 
bet if it swat out, Ihc person would die. 

(0) It^nt, demanded to whom she applied that 
kind of meidieine ! Answered, that she mended 
John Jack's bairn, and Wilson's of the town, 
snd her gudeman's sister's cow. Tliree times 
Hum gave her the same herb out of his own 
biod. And demanded, to whom she applied 
tb* powder in drink t Declared, that the Lady 



Johoitoune, elder, sent to her a servant of the 
said lady's called Catherine Duniop to help a 

young gentil woman, her daughter, no* married 
on the voung Laird of .Staualie ; and 1 there- 
npon asked council at Tdoni. And he said to 
me that her sickness was a cauld blude that 
gaed about her heart that caused her to dwam 



rbite sugar cast among it ; lake 
and drink thereof ilk day in the mornmg ; gang 
(i.e., Mratkl a whtlo after, liefure meat, and she 
would be hailL Interrogated, ulicre slie gave 
the gentil woman the drink ! Aatverr-d, in her 
own sister's bouse, the Lady Blackliall's. 
Demanded, what she got for ber doing T De- 
lared, a peck of meal and some cheese. 

(11) "Item, she being demanded if she could 
do any gadetoony women that were in travel of 
their child bed-lare T Answered, that she could 
do nothing till she had first spoken with Thom ; 
who laid down to her a green silken lace, out of 
his own hand, and bade her tack it lo Iheir 
wylie cottis (i.e. under-dress) and knit abont 
their left arm ; and incontinent the sick woman 
would be delivered. But the said lace being 
ance laid down by Thom, she could never appre- 
hend it and made great seeking therefor. Item, 
declared, that when herself was lying in child- 
bed.lair of her last laid (i.e., Iiurlbcn) Thom 
came to her in her ain house and bade her ' tak 
ane gude heart to her, for nothing should ail 

(12) InUrrogaUd, if she could tell of onything 
that was away, or ouytliing that was to come ! 
Answered, that slie could do nothing herself, 
but as Thom told her; and further declared. 



Ana wired, the 

her, and speired at her who i . 
was that had stolen from her, twa honi* 
of gold and a crown of the same, out i.f her 
purse? And after she Imd spoktu with Tliom, 
withio twenty days, she sent her word who bad 
them ; and she gut them agnin. /(em. Jauiea 
CunuinghamG, ChamlH-rhtin of Kilwinniiu;, came 
to her about some l>eru Jint nns alolcn hirth of 
the bame of Cragance ; and sho (old him whera 
it was, and he ^ot it n;:uin. turn, the Lady 
Blaire sundry times hod spoken with her about 
some clothes tliat were atolun from her; a pair 
of stemming hose, a pair of sheets, a codwair. 
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linen clothB, sarks, and serviettes, for the which 
•he danff and wrackit her ain servants ; but 
Thorn told her ' that Marsaret Symple, her ain 
friend (t.f., reUtion) ana servant, nad stolen 
them.' Item, being demanded of William Kyle, 
burgess of Irvine, as he was coming out of Dum- 
bartane wha was the stealer of Hew Scott's 
cloak, ane bursess of the same toim ? Thom 
answered that Uie cloak would not be gotten, 
because it was taen away by Malye Boyde, 
dweller in the same toun, and was put out of 
the fashion of a cloak, in a kirtill (i.e. trans- 
formeil into a kirtle) ; and albeit, the said 
William had promised that she should not be 
troubled for the declaration of the same ; yet, 
•o soon as she came to the market of Irvine, she 
was put in the Tolbooth and stricken, but was 
relieved by James Blair, brother to William 
Blair of the Strand. 

(13) Ittm, Demanded (if she had been applied 
to ?) by Henrie Jamesoun and James Bidrd in 
the Mains of Watterstoun, to get them know- 
ledge who had stolen their plough-irons, fittick 
and mnsell ? Declared, * she should give them 
answer so sf>on as she had spoken with Thom ; 
who shewed her that Johne Blak and George 
Blak, smiths, had stolen the same ; and that 
the coulter and sock were lying in his ain house 
betwixt ane mickle ark and a great kist ' ; and 
further said, * that when thev came there to the 
reapin'T, they should not nnd them ; liecauae 
that .tame Dow^U, sheriff officer, who then 
presently was with them, should receive three 
pounds for the concealing of them ; for the 
which cause also she was apprehended by the 
■aid smiths, and brought to my Lord of Glas- 
gow (i.f., the Bishop of Glasgow, James Boyd 
of Trochrig, second son of Adam Boyd of 
PinkiU, brother to Lord Boyd, Bessie's land- 
lord, and apparently favourable to her. See 
article 23 of indictment.) 

(14) In(erro*j€U€d, how she kenned that this 
man was Thom Reid, that died at Pinkie? 
Answered, she never knew him when he was in 
life ; bat, that she should not doubt that it was, 
he bid her gang to Thom Reid, his son, now 
officer in his pl^e to the Laird of Blair, and to 
certain others his kinsmen and friends there, 
whom he name<l ; and bade them restore oertaia 
ffoods, and mend other offences that they had 
done ; and that it was he that sent them word 
thereof ; ' Remember .... that when he 
aad he went together to the black Saturday ; 
aad that the said .... would have been 
another oait ; he drew him by the Kirk of 
Hairy ana there ooft ane pound of ' feggis,' and 

S^ve him, and put them in his napkin r ' and so 
ey went together till they came to the field 



(of Pinkie). (The blanks are in the indictment. 
The words quoted are those which Thom 
desired her to repeat to each of these persons, 
in testimony of the truth of her errand). 

(15) Item, Interrogated, it Thom, at his own 
hand, had sent her to any person to shew them 
things to come ? Declared, that he sent her to 
no creature in middle-earth (often alluded to in 
fairy superstition) but to William Blair of tbt 
Strand, and his eldest dochter who was con- 
tracted, and shortly to be married, with . . . 
Crawf urd, young Laird of Baidland, and declare 
onto them ' that if she married that man sho 
should either die a shameful death, slay herself, 
oast herself down a craig, or get red- wood' 
(f.e., stark, or raving maMi), whereby the said 
marriase was stayed ; and the laird foresaid 
marriea her youngest sister. Tried to be of 
verity. 

(16) InUrrogaUd, what she thousht of the 
new law? (i,t., the Reformed Reugion) An- 
swered, that she had spoken with Thom abont 
that matter ; but Thom answered that this new 
law was not good, and that the old faith should 
oome home a^in, but not as it was before. 
Interro^ted, if ever she had been in suspect 
place with Thom, or had carnal dealing with 
him? Declared not, upon her salvation and 
condemnation, but once he took her bpr the 
anron and would have her go with him to 
Elfame (i.e., fairy-land). 

(17) Ittm, interrogated, what time of the day 
or night he most resorted to her ? Answereo, 
that at the twelfth hour of the day was his 
common appearing. 

(18) Interrogaf4d, if she had seen him going 
up and down the world ? Declared, that ano« 
she saw him going in the kirkjrard of Ddbry 
amongst the people. 

(19) DemcuuUd, if she spoke onvthing to 
him ? Answered, no, because he had forbtoden 
her, that, wherever she saw him or met with 
him, she should never speak to him unless he 
spoke to her first. Item^ she saw him going np 
and down on the gait (i.e., street) of Eduibai|;h, 
upon a market day, when he laughed to her, 
and gaed ud and down among the peonle, and 
put his hands to the lavis as iUier folk aid. 

(20) Interrogated, if she never asked the 

?[nestion at him wherefore he came to her mair 
than) to any other body ? Answered, remem- 
bering her, when she was luring in child-bed-lidr, 
with one of her laiddis (ue., burthens) that a 
stout woman came in to her, and sat down on the 
form beside her, and asked a drink at her, 
and she gave her ; who also told her that that 
bairn would dee, and that her husband should 
mend of his sickness. The said Bessie an- 
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•w«Kd thftt ihe raneinbeTed weel thereof; and 
^lom Mid, ' Ihkt WM the Queen of Elfune. hia 
mittrtM, who b»d commMided hiin to wut upon 
her uid lo do her glide.' 

(21) iHltrrogated, if ever she hsd Epoken with 
him kt uke loch or water-iide? Answered, never 
WT* once that she had gone a&eld with her 
biwbutd to Leith, for hamo-bringing of meal, 
and gangiju aSelil to tether Iter naig at Reital- 
rig'loch, where ther« came a company of rider* 
1170, that made lie a din ai if heaven and eaKh 
hM gone together ; and, incontineat, the; rade 
into the loch with mauj a hideoiu mmbla. 
Bnt Thom told it wu the gnde wichts that 
were riding in middle-zerd I" i.e., middle-earth.) 

(22) luiimy/aled, when ihe ipoke last with 
Tbmo ! DtcUrcd, on the mome after Candle- 
maiaday, lut waa, where ihe apoke with him, 
and he told ber of the evil weaUier that waa t« 

(23) InUmmltd, if ahe never apoired what 
troaUfl ihonld come to her for his company T 
Declared, that ahe would b« troubled therefor ; 
bat bade her *«ek an aaaiie at her neighboun, 
and nothing should ail her ; farther oeclafed, 
that ih« ihoold be brongbt to Glasgow, and if 
■he aboold come into the Bishop's hands, she 
would be well-treated and sent hame again. 

&i} Iltm, the said Boasie declares that the 
I^ord of Auchinakeytb is riding with the fairy- 
folk, albeit he died nine year syne. 

At Dalkutk, September 20, 1376.— (25) 
Dnail DrNLOF being re-examined, in presence 
ti the I^ird of Whtttinghame and Georn 
Anchinleck of Balmanno, and being inquiretl, 
bow oft Thorn Beid came U) beror (l.t., before) 
dieeaqulr«d bow they called him! Depones, 
that he came thrice, and that she had no power, 
at to time, to try or tell ony itben, in the 
■Mantimc, of hia coming. He required her 
tatldi7 times to pass with him, and because she 
nfoaed be ahook hia held, an<l. aaid he should 
«asM her fortbink it. T]«pone« further, that 
dw baa *pok«o with him at divers times by 
lh*«p«M of tour yeeri. 

(SB) Being inqnircd auent the pleuch-ironi 
stolen from Henne Jamesoun and Jaiiies Baird 
(IM article 13) depones, that she inquired at 
Thcan Reid, who declared to her that Gabriell 
Blak and Geordie Bkk in Lockarsyde saw 
thvn, and bronriit them to their father's house, 
ttHDed JohniMBlak, npoQ a cuttit grey horse 
(i.*., a nldlng) on a Satonlay, in the night ; 
which ue told again to the aaid Henria 
JaoMMMUi and Junes Baird. 

(ZI) Ittm, depones that four yean »yne, or 
tbenitj sha saw the Lurd of Auchinskeytb, at 
alhomfi.e.,afalry'stryBtingtree)beyondMonk- 



eaalell ; which Laird died more than five years 
wjne (before !) Thereafter she, at the desire of 
the Ladye Auchinakeytb, inquired at Thom 
Beid if sic a man was among them * Who 
answered that he was among them. 

Assize.— Andro Craufurd of Baitblcm, Hew 
Hommyll in Kilbume, Thomas Gawaod there, 
Cuthbert Cnufurd in Kilbumie, Hueh Dunlop 
of Cnwfield, Henry Clerk in Cokeydaill, John 
Kaok in Silcuse, James Aitkin in Balgrene. 
Jobnne Or in Bamauch, Tliomaa Caldwell in 
Bultreis, James Harvey in Kilbumie, Robert 
Roger there, Johnne Boyde in Gowaolie, Jobuie 
Cochrane Iq Uio Manys of Bar, Thomas Stewart 
of Floswod. 

Vekdict. — And immediately after the choos- 



pannell, accnscd by dittay f'i.c, indictment) 
openly read in judgment, of the crime* aliove 
written ; the same person* removed themselvea 
furth of court and all-together convened and 
reasoned on tho points of the said dittay ; 
and being ripely advised therewith, and resolved 
therein ; re-entered again to the said Court of 
Juaticiarie, and there, in presence of the said 
Justice-depute, by their deliverance, pro- 
nounced and declared by the mouth and speak- 
ing of Andro Craufurd of Jlailbienie, found and 
delivered the ssJd Elizabeth Dunlop to )>e culp- ' 
able and convicted of the haill piiini* above 
written, and of using of Witchcraft, .Sorcery, 
and Incantation, with invocation of Spiiits of 
the devil, continuing in familiarity with them 
at all timea, a* she tiiought expedient, and 
thereby dealing with charm*, auil abusing the 
people, with her dcvilisli craft of .Sorcery lore- 
said, by the means above specified. 

[Kott— Unfortanalely the sentence i* not re- 
corded at length, though there is every 
reason to believe that it was duly carried out. 
As in other cases, however, Bessie Houid 
doubtless be delivered over to be " wirrtitat a 
stake," or strangled after being affixed Co the 
stake, and thereafter her body to l« " burnt 
in aahe* " and her whole moveable good* 
" cichcat and inbrocht to tho King's use.'' 
It was only in extreme cases that tlie witches 
were cast "quick." or alive, into the fire. 
Horrible scene* occasionally followed tliis 
method, the poor wretchc* trying to escape 
and being thrust back into tlie flame* ] 
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They are evidently the results of a feud be- 
tween rival branches of the family of Mont- 
gomerie, and throw a very clear light on the 
possibilities incidental to feudal warfare in 
Ayrshire in the sixteenth century — not onlv 
so far as the offences themselves are concerned, 
but also on the mfluence which powerful 
families had in the Courts of Justice. So far 
as can be traced, nobody was ever brought to 
book for the outrages committed.] 

December!, 1576 — Johnne Muntoumrie of 
SconsTODN, Walter Muntgumrie, his brother, 
and Robert Kent, servant to the said Johnne. 

The said Walter Muntgumrie protests that 
the continuation of the said matter to the third 
day of the Air, or sooner, &c., prejudge no- 
wise the regality of Glasgow, wherein he 
dwells. 

The said Robert Kent, dilatit of art and part 
of the crimes underwritten, contained in our 
sovereign lord's letters, purchased by Hew 
Muntgumrie of Hesilheid, Marioun Sempill, 
his spouse, Mr David Borthwick of Lochhill, 
and Rol>crt Creychtoun of Eliok, advocates to 
our sovereign lord, for his highness' interest ; 
which letters make mention : 

Dittay against Robert Kent, 

That upon the xix. day of July last bycpast, 
the deceased Cabriell Muntgumrie, brother to 
Johnne Muntgumrie of Scottistoun, being come 
to the place of Hesilheid, and bein^ offended by 
a cuff alleged given by the siiid Marioun SempiU 
to Rol)ert Kent, servant to the said deceased 
Gabriell ; and seeing the time would not scr\'e 
to take revenge at that time, of his former con- 
cieve<l malice, he departed in his race and 
concieved hatred that night to the place of 
Thirdpart, in (Jiffing, three quarters of a mile 
distant from the said place of Hesilheid, or 
thereby ; he having unburdene<l himself to his 
said brother, who was at liome at boarding, of 
the displeasure, as he alleged, done to his said 
8er\'ant, and shame unto himself; the said 
Johnne Muntgumrie reproaching him of his 
feebleness, that he took not presently a revenge 
thereof ; exhorted, enticed, and hounded him 
forth that wime night, to the efFect after follow- 
ing ; who imm«diately thereafter, thfit same 
night, came to the place (»f Hesilheid at xi. 
hours of the night, and awaited K'side the same, 
in the house of Alexander Kn<ik, till the mome 
thereafter, which Wiis the xx. day of the said 
month of July ; and then returned to the said 
place, to take revenge of the said Hew, as he 
tn whose place the s;ud injury allegetl was com- 
mitte<I, and of the ».ii<l Lady, allege*! committer 
of the same, by way of death, as he might ; 



and so the laid deceased Gabriel, upon the 
houndinff, furthsetting, and counsel of the said 
Johnne Muntgumrie, his brother, and of his 
causing, command, art, part, assistance, and 
ratihabitatioun, upon provision, forethouffht 
felony, bad hatred, precogitate malice, and oy 
way of Hamesucken, accompanied with the said 
Robert Kent, his servant, came to the said 
place of Hesilheid in the morning, upon plain 
purpose to have slain the said Hew and his said 
spouse ; and finding the yett of the said place 
open, and comins up the stair thereof, to nave 
ended and per&rmed their foresaid wicked 
enterprise, entered in the hall of the same, and 
finding the said Ladye opening a locked bowall 
(i.e.t a small cupboard or opening cut out of the 
■olid wall) and no person tnerein with her bat 
a lass, the said Rooert Kent pulled her down 
by the hair of the head backward to the groundt 
and straik and dang her with his neeves and 
feet, divers many sore violent strokes, where- 
with they have bruised and broken her bowels, 
that she is never able to conceive bairn again, 
and is, and has been, very evil diseased there- 
with sin syne ; and all the time the said Robert 
was striking her, the said deceased Gabriell 
stood with a bended pistol in his hand (%.e,y s 
pistol at full cock) holding the mouth thereof 
to the door that comes from the proper chamber 
of the said Hew to the hall, thinkms the said 
Hew should have come in at the hall door to 
release his said wife when he heard her cry ; 
whereby the said deceased Gabriell might have 
shot him at the incoming of the door foresaid ; 
and Ijecause that through the crying of the said 
Marioun, the alarm rose within the said place, 
so that the said deceased Gabriell and IU>bert 
perceived it was not time convenient, and waa 
mipossible to them to elecute their malicious 
and wicked intent and purpose against the said 
Hew, whom they intended to have slain ; and 
fearing that his servants within the said place 
should have convened, and soucht a revenge of 
the foresaid injury done unto nis said spouse, 
passed furth of his said place and locked the 
tower yett thereof outsiiic behind them, and 
took the key of the same away with them ; and 
not content therewith, they theftuously stole 
and away-took a fair black l>a8oun horse ^f.e., 
probably the same as batrnonif, haxHng a fore- 
heail marke<l with white) from the said Hew, 
furth of his lands of llalgray, the said xx. day 
of July last byepast ; whereupon they rode to 
the said place of Thirdpart where they were 
receive<l in their foresaid theftuous deeds by 
the said Johnne Muntgumrie, with plain ratl- 
habitation and maintenance of all their wicked 
enterprise and executions thereof ; and yet, the 
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Mkid peraonc, oot content with the shameful 
offienoes oommitted by them in manner foresaid, 
•aeing the said Hew, after he had broken the 
locks of the said tower vett, to follow on horse- 
back, for recovering of his said black horse ; 
and coming to the said place of Thirdpart, 
wherein he was advertised that thev were 
entered with the same horse, the said Hew, 
havinc despatched his two servants, which only 
he had witn him at that time to vissie and see 
about the said place of 1 hirdpart, if his horse 
was carried any further away or not, and he 
hisself alighting alone at the yett thereof, to see 
if his said horse had been there ; the said Johnne 
Muntgumrie and the said deceased Gabriell, his 
brother, having seen a ready occasion and time 
convenient for them to execute* their foresaid 
cruel intent and wicked enterprise, before con- 
nived and procogitate by them, and to defend 
their shameful and theftaous deeds foresaid, 
and to possess the sear conquest by them as 
said is, met the said Hew at the yett of the 
•aid place of Thirdpart, with pistols and drawn 
■words in their hands, and there set upon him, 
and shamefully, cruelly, and unmercifully, as 
well before his face as behind bis back, invaded 
him for his slaughter and hurt and wounded 
him on his fillet f't.^., the fleshy part of the 
thigh, next the loin), behind his back, and 
divers other parts of his body, to the gn^at 
effusion of blood, and left him lying for dead ; 
and had not failed to have bled to death were 
(it) not (for) the grace of God and good neish- 
bours, that came and carried him home in plaids 
to his said dwelling-place. 

AMD, for the mair better performance of the 
■aid Johnne Muntgumreis' evil will and con- 
ceived hatred against the said Hew, seeing by 
God's grace he might not perform the same of 
before, he then immediately thereafter received 
the said Robert Kent in house with him, with 
the recent bloody hand; and has continually sin 
■yne retained, and retains him in his company 
and household ; to the effect that he may get 
his foresaid wicked enterprise of the said 
Hew's slaughter more easily performed; Ltkk as, 
upon the xxvi. day of August last bye-past, the 
■aid Johnne Muntgumrie of Scottistoun, aooom- 
paoied with the said Robert Kent and Walter 
Muntgumrie, his brother, in warlike array, 
with jacks, pistols, swords, bucklers, steel- 
bonnets, and ether weapons, invasive, came by 
way of Hamesucken to the lands of Nethirtoim 
of Hesiltoun, and searched and sought him 
thereat for his slaughter ; and because they 
oould not apprehend him tiiereat, they appre- 
hended James Paterson, his servant, keeping 
ills horse thereupon, and chased him farto w 



the said lands to the said Hew's place of Hesil- 
heid, to the effect that in case he had come 
furth of the same for his relief that they might 
have bereft him of his life, and therethrough 
the said Johne Muntgumrie of Scottistoun, 
Walter Muntgumrie liia brother, and Robert 
Kent, committed open, manifest, and vile 
oppression upon the said Mariduu, and cruel 
blood -shedding upon the said Hew, upon set 
purpose, provision, forethought felony, pre- 
contate malice, and Hamesucken; and aUo theft 
and reset thereof, in manner above written, as 
the said letters at length l)ear. 

Pi7RSUEK8 — Marioun Sempill, Ladye Hasil- 
heid ; Mr Robert Creytoune, advocate. Pre- 
LOCUTORA in pursuit of the said Robert for the 
whole crimes libelled, Mr Rol>ert Muntguiurie, 
captain; the Laird of Braidntane. Pkeia)<;utor 
in pursuit of the whole crimes libellrd, except 
the theft, Johnne Sempill of Beltreis. Pks- 
L0CITTOR8 in defence of the said Ro)>ert fur the 
whofe crimes, except the thbft libelled, Johnne 
Muntgumrie of Scottistoun, Kdward Maxwell 
of Tynwall, Mr Alex. Skene, Gabriell Sempill, 
younger of Cathcart. 

The said prolocutors, in defence of the said 
Robert Kent, asked instruments that they will 
not insist on his defence for the theft libelled, 
but for the remanent crimes only. 

The said Robert Kent took iustruments that 
Marioun Sempill, Ladye HesiUieid, Captain 
Robert Muntgumrie, and the Laird of Braid- 
stane insist in his pursuit of the theft and 
others libelled. 

Assize upon Robert Kent. — Johnne Rois of- 
Haning, Thomas Stewart of Gaustoun, William 
Kneland of that Ilk, Neill Muntgumrie of 
LangschaWi Hew Muntgumrie of Auchinhude, 
Alexander Wilsoun in Treemc, James Dunlop 
of that Hk, Johne Dunlop of Hapland, William 
Dik in Gjrmishill, Johne Steili, younger, in 
Monyakeris, Charles Mowat of Busbic, Johnne 
Somervell of Cambusnethene, John Schaw of 
Grenok, the Lard of Rais-Logane, Thomas 
Stevinstoun in Treeme. 

And immediately after the choosing, swear- 
ing, and admitting of the said persons of 
Anyis, and accusing of the said Robert Kent, 
by the letters of dittay foresaid, in their pre- 
sence; the said Mr Alexander Skene, prelocutor 
foresaid, in name of the said Robert, denied 
■impliciter the said dittay and libel, as it is 
conceived ; specially the theftuons stealing 
and away-taking of a black basoun horse from 
the said Hew Muntgumrie of Hesilheid, furth 
of his lands of Balgray ; but that the said 
Robert only fled away thereupon to the place 
of Thirdpart, for fear and satfety of his lift ; 
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and therefore, the said Robert Creychtoun, 
advocate, in respect of the said confession and 
notoriety of the cause, protests, if the said 
persons of Assy is ac<|uit the said Robert Kent 
of the dittay foresaid for wilfull error. 

Verdict. — The said persons of Assyis, for the 
most part, found and delivered the said Robert 
Kent to be ac(|uit and innocent of the crimes 
above written, contained in the said letters of 
dittay ; like as, they declared in judgment, in 
the said Court, and in presence of the said 
Justice Depute, by the mouth and speakinff of 
Johnne Somervell of Cambusne thane, chancellor 
of the said Assyis. — Whereupon, the said Robert 
Kent asked instruments ; and protested for his 
testimonial, and the pains contained in the 
Acts of Parliament upon the pursuers foresaid. 

Contmued against the other iMirties to the 
Justice-aireof Renfrew, the third day, or sooner, 
upon fifteen days' premonition. 

Sf^rOHTER. 

Deceml>er 1, l.>76. — Patrik Brcntscheillis 
in Hesilheid, Andro (tiffing in Kethir Hesilheid, 
and James Reid, pantryman to the Lard of 
Hesilheid. 

Dilaitit of art and part of the cruel Slaughter 
of the decease<l (tabriell Muntgumrie, brother to 
Johne MuutKumrie of Scottistoun ; committed 
in the month of July last bye-past ; upon set 
purpose, provision, and forethought felony. 

Tiie said persons aske<l instruments that 
Johne Muntgumrie of Scottistoun, and Walter 
Muntgumrie, his brother (brother to the said 
decease<l Hew), Iteinff enciuired by the Justice 
l>epute, if he wouUf insist in pursuit of the 
said persons for the said Slaughter, declared 
that they would pass from the pursuit of the 
same ; and sio-lyko dis8ente<l to any continua- 
tion of the said matter, offering themselves 
presently to the knowledge of an Assyis 
therefor. 

Continue<l to the Justice -aire of Renfew, the 
third day, or sooner, upon tifteen days' pre- 
monition. 

C\)?CVOCATION or UE4JKS— l*8IN(J OF 
CUf.VERINiiS, kC. 

Janiuiry 29. 1577. — John MrN-niiMRiE of 
8coitistoun, ( iabriel Sempill, younger of Cath- 
eat, &c. 

A<Um Hall of Foulliar l^ecomes pletlge for 
the entry of Johne Muntgumrie of Scottistoun ; 
and the said Johnne, Adam Hall of Foulbar, 
and Andrew, Master of Sempill, become 
pledges, jointly and severally, to enter (tabriel 
Sempill, younger of Cathcart, Robert Sempill 



of Craiffbait, Gabriel Sempill his brother, James 
and Walter Muntgumrie, brothers of the 
Laird of Scottistoun, Bartholomew Muntgumrie, 
uncle of the said Laird, Johne Andirsoun in 
Walkmylne of Partik, and Robert Kent, servant 
to the said Laird, before the Justice or his 
Deputies, on the third day of the next 
Justice-aire of Renfrew and Lanark respec- 
tively, or wherever and whensoever it may 
S lease his Majesty, on premonition of fifteen 
ays, to underly the law for convocation of the 
lieges, arrayed for war, against the tenor of the 
Acts of Parliament, and umbesettinff the high* 
way to Hew Muntgumrie of Hesilheid, and for 
using of culverings, pistols, committed in the 
month of December laist, &c. 

WILFUL ERROR IN ASSISE. 

January 31, 1577. — John Schaw of Grenok^ 
James Dunlop of that Ilk, and thirteen others. 

Dilatit of the wilful and manifest error, c<Mn- 
mitted in the acquitting of Robert Kent, 
servant to Johnne Muntgumrie of Scottistoun, 
of diverse crimes contained in the letters pur- 
chased i^inst him by Hew Muntgumrie of 
Hesilheid. 

Pursuers — Mr David Borthwik, Mr Robert 
Creychtoun, advocates. Pbolocutor ia 
defence, Mr Edmund Hav, advocate. 

Alleges the said Mr Edmund for the pannell, 
accepted the summons in gMa»t/ttm, not grant- 
ing any part of the same ; that nothing ought 
now to be put to the knowledge of this second 
inquest, but onlv the accusing of this Robert 
Kent of the alleged theftuous stealing of a 
horse from Hew Muntgumrie of Hesilheid, in 
so far as there is no reason in all the whole 
summons alleging or concluding against the 
Inquest for accusing of him of any other point 
containcfl in the said summons; also accepts the 
summons, in so far as is confessed in the same 
that the gentlewoman was only in the house 
herself (t.f., alone), the time of the committing 
of the said deed. — To the which answered the 
Advocates that the said allegations should be 
repelle<l, in respect of the summons as it ii 
libelled bearing the confession of the party and 
notoriety of the cause ; and sic-lyke (lOco quo)^ 
kc. 

The persons on pannell, notwithstanding the 
said allegation, ask instruments that thej 
offer themselves at this day to the knowledge 
of a condign Assyis, dissenting to any continue* 
tion of the said matter. 

The Justice, upon sundry reasonable causes^ 
moving mv Lonl Regent's grace, ordains the 
matter to be continued to the third day of the 
Air, or ^ooner, upon xv. days' warning ; and 
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kkeo of the penoni on pMUiell 

O WITB PISTOLTTB, tC. 

7. — John Blair of th»t Ilk, 
his brother, Johnne Roia, and 
I, hu aervanta, Johnne Cravfurd 
inae Crawfurd hia eon, Niniane 
, Robert Crawfurd in R^hiU, 



le Aaayiao, for the moat part, 
knee, fylis and convicts Wifliani 
> the I^ird of Hlair, of aliooting 
followingandchnBingofThomaB 
aerv&nta for their alauahter, 
it felony. Item, fylia tiio Laird 
iwiug and chuintr of the said 
■ tervanta for tbeir alauchter 
it felony, lltm. fylia Johnne 
lie followinB and cbaaing them 
«r Upon suddenly. 
e which day Ixiird Roia of 
.... Mure of Cauldwell, 
conjointly and severally for 
brother to the Laird o( Blair, 
lotar, aervant to (Uengamock, 
k uie of them ahall enter their 
. within the Caatic of Btacknea, 

fht hours at even, and not 
urth thereof ; aye and unlit he 
ved, viz., of the aaid Laird of 

rin of Rve tbouaand pounds ; 
William Blair, or Johnne 
of them, unilcr the pain of two 



(Ifr Thomat B<miuU]fne, Jvttkt-Dtpult. ) 
Novembers, 15T8. — WiLLum Stewart and 
Harie Stewart, soni to Andro, Lord Ochiltrse. 

The which day compeared Alexander Mowal, 
eon lawful to the deceaaed Charlia Mowat ol 
Buabie, who produced our Sovereign lord'i 



the deceaaed Charlie Mowat againat William 
and Hario Stewart, aona to Andrew, Lord 
Ochiltree, being aummoned by virtue thereof to 
underly the Uw tor the slaughter of the aaid 
deceaaed Charlia ; in reapect whereof (be aaid 
Alexander proliated for relief of the auretf 
found for reporting of the said letters, to 
thia day next to come ; and took inatrumenta of 
the production of the king'a gracioue letter and 
charge, direct to the Justice, and hie deputee, 
for continuation of this court to the third day 
of the Air or sooner, upon fift«en day'a warning, 
diapeneing with the compearance of the said 
persona in the Court ; aa the aaid charge beare, 
which ha proteited ehould be inserted in tha 

Eroceaa. And in respect the same wae purchaaed 
y ainis(«r information, made to the King's 
grace, for keeping of the aaid malefactor* 
unpuniahed or accuaed by the law. who eo 
cruelly had sought tlie innocent blood of the 
aaid deceaaed Cbarlis, sa also to the hurt of him 
and other persons in the hindrance of justice ; 
therefore, the aaid Alexander protested for 
remeid, at Cod and the King's grace ; and asked 
inetrumenta of the premises ; and that he 

EreaenCly dissented to the continuation made 
y the Justice and hia depulea in thia Court i 
and hereupon took acts in the banda of me, 
notare public underwritten and scribe of the 
aaid Court. 



le pannell asked 
of Auchinlek compearing dia- 
lurauit of them ; and notwith- 
atice'a command anent the con- 
aame, disaented thereto. 



( Mr Johnne OraJiMt, JuiUiei-IkpiiH. ) 
June 12, 157B.— HiLCHE Colqvhoc.^e, spouac 
to William Cuninghame of Aket. 

Clomant Kincaid in the Coittia, oftimea called 
Co have produced our sovereign lord'a letters, 
duly executed and eodoraed, purchased by 
William Cuninghame of Aket, and Meaars 
David Borthwick of Lochhill and Creigchtoun 
of Eliok, advocates to our sovereign loird, to 
take surely of Ihe said Helens (hat she abonld 
compear and underly the law Ihia day and 
place, for the treaaonable ministering of poison 
to the aaid William her apouse ; coDunitt^d in 
October laat-waa ; and not producing the aame 
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JanuKrjr 14, 1R82.— Willi ah E Gilmoitk, bod 
to RicliKM (jilmour in Bonetoiine, Pulquhena. 
Dilailit of the tising of Withcraft, Sorcery, aiid 
InskolBtion id tlio moathi of October »nd 
Koveinbcr Uil bye-paat. Continued to tha 
Jiutice-kire of Air, tbe third day, or tooner 
Dpon fourlHn dayi warning. Snraty, Allaoe 
CattioBit at CarbiatouDe. 



fJIr Bditnrd Bnif and Mr William O'ipAanI, 
Jnilitta-Depvlai. J 

July 2, I3&4. — Georm Thomeioun, miDiat«r 
at Iimerkip, (George ilaiwsU of Ncwwerk, 
Robert .Maxwell liiii servant, Johnne Maxwell 
in KulmiM, Johnne Moreaoune in Tarh. and 
Artlmr Mommnn there. 

Ditatit of art and pikrt of the cmel alangliter 
of the deoeaaed Rolicrt Muntpinirie of ^hel- 
mureli* and of the deccoscit Wiltiume Munt- 
gunirie, hia son an<l ap|iarent lieir ; uuinniilttd 
in Autil Uat-waa. 

July «.^Iolinne Quhytefnrtle of that Ilk, 
Adam Quhytefurde, younger of that Ilk, 
Tlinniaa (Jidiytofunlc his I •ml her, Itobert Munt- 
gumrie "f Skelmu relic, Willianie Coohrano of 



xrvant to Ihu Lnird of l.'ochrane, (.iilliert 
Smjth, lirotluT to Andrew, klantcr of Setnpill. 

Dilaitit of art anil p»rl of the cmcl ilniightcr 
of the deccaM-d I'atrik Klaxwell of Stutelie, 
committed in January last-waa. 

I*RW.I"rT<IJW Fl>K TII« PiNNrLL. — The 
Maater of KKlinUloune, the Master of Sempill, 
the Laird •>fC'auldwuU, tlicLainlof Hciuithcid, 
Mr Johiino .Schnrii, Mr JohnDo Skene, Mr 
Johnne Pnitnune. I'l'Wi'KlM— Jamci Mm- 
well of Calderwood, Sir Rr.lcrt Maxwell of 
IKnwidilii-, llie Luinl of C'rniganco, the Laird 
of Ken-ark, Johnne Maxwell of Nether Pook 
((ielia Wallace, The Betiot), Maislcr David 
M'l^ill of NmLwI (King'a Advocate for hia 
Highnen' iutcritt). 

Part nf the pnnucln replrgiated tii the Regality 
of Paialay, and the rent (.vmlinued to tbe 
Juatiue.air of Renfrew, the thin) day. 



dwlarvl the aaid Johnne Quhytefunlc of that 
Ilk to Iw clean and acquit of art and part of the 
■aid ilaogbtar. 



other extncts that follow, deal with incident! 
in the long and langutoaiy fend between the 
houaea of Glencaim and fDslintoui). Th» 
Maxwells of Newark, Stainhe, and in Ren- 
frew generally, sided with the Coninghame^ 
and were actively engaged, *a abura, in 
repiiaai on the Montgomeriea.] 

•LACOHTIR. 

f3Ir William Oliphant, JuMietDeptUt). 

May 20, 1689,— THOMAa, Maistbk or Bom^ 
James Bold of the Kippis, Alexander Bovda 
UiUie of Kiluicmock. .lamei SIom> of that Ak, 
Thomas Koise in Bondlaad, and Johuie Cna- 
furd in Welatouu. 

Dilaitit of the SUuRhter of the ilmwiiij 
Johnne Mure in the A\ all j committml in tk 
month of August, 1571- 

PvHSUEiU— -Jolinne Mure, eldeal son, Robert 
Stewart and Michael .Stewart, kinamen of tiM 
mother's side. Phelocutor »oh tm* Pa-ikbli, 
Ur John !ikcnc. 

The party passed from the punoit of Johniw 
Craufurd, whereupon he aaked instruments. 

Letters of Remission granted by the King IB 
laTour of the parties, and caution found for 
satisfying the parties. Cautioners, CapuiB 
Thomas Craufurd of Jurdanehill, Johnne Schaw 
of (Jrenok, Williame Mure, apparent of Row- 
allanc, and Thonus, Master of Boyd, Und 
themselves to relieve the alwTe aurettes. 

May 2fJ.— Ri.BEBT, Li>Hi> BoTD— Robert 
Boyd of Uanhaith, cautioner for the entcj al 
Lord ttoyd at the Justice-air of Air, or «■ 
warning of fifteen days, tor tbe same ilMightar. 



[NoTi.— There is an unfortupate hiatns in tiM 
Records of the High Court of Justiciary, tha 
Books of Ailjoumai, from October IWI ta 
May llj, ir>96, having been lost. Pitcura ^ 
supplied the wants i^ these books by uhmimi 
cxtractsfmm theRevnrdsof thePrinCovNil . 
of Holland. Wo subjoin thoaa nfani^ to 
Ayrshire.] 

November 19, 15D1.— James Eart of OIsonns 
ordeinol to lie charged to And cktition to tht 
extent of twenty thouoand poODda witluB dgkt 
daya. 'orelse within the same spaoe paw iri 
enter his pemou in ward lie-north the tbMc •( 
Erne and almut the burgh of Perth, and than 
remain and keep warde ; and on iiiiwlsa tiWM- 
oend the said bounds, aye and nntit he b« b«d 
and relieved by bia Majesty, tmdtr tha fSH af 
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T«bellioii.' And if he (boalil UI, to dsDouacs 
him KbeL Od Nov. 24 !)■ i> ag&m char^ to 
|MM to wud ' for oonteiD]Anam remunmg >t 
tha borne tor hod - obeyioK of th« Dncrete 
Arbilmll proQODiioed bj hU HighDm uid the 
Lords of CoDDcil Aod Seeaiim, betwixt the uid 
Earl HDd I>une Amubill Mamy, Conntcaa of 
Uftr.' He i> libeiriw chkrgod ' to render ani 
deliver hiHhouiei of Kilmkruuiok, Findlaitoon, 
SteriiuCouii, Kilmftwerit, and Glenc&imG to the 
official eiecntor of the uid letten.' under 
Mrtilicktion. On Dec 10, be U cliarged to 
return k bond for twentj thoiuaod poiuida, 
nnder the pun of rebellion. 

J«niury 28, 1692. — Robert Jameaonn, bur- 
na of Air, urd&ined to deliver to Sir June* 
Suidiehmdia of Shtmuinane, ' Mr Knicht, 

Stiem&n of his Highnees cbalmer,' tfas turn at 
crown* of gold, delivered to him by Jamea 
Campbell hia seivunt, who received the uma 
hnm Hr George Ker, brother to Ukrk, Lord 
Nawbottle. 

May 2, ISM— Andro, Lord Stewart of Ochil- 
trie, ordained to be denounced rebel for not 
«^p«Kring to auwer ' touching hi* treaaonable 

•tt«npta, conapired, practised, and put ' 

"~ ' wn and 

n issued calling 



l^inst his Majestj't person and estate.' 

16, 1094. — A procfamation issued calling 

tha ^arls, Baloo*, tc, within the boundi at 



Air, Kile, Carrie k, and Cunoingba 
aaaemble at Stirling on August 27, ' and from 
thence to paaa forward as they ^a11 be oora- 
■naoded, for reaialing and repressing of the 
treaaooable piactices and conspiracies of the 
■aid unnatural subjects, or pursuit of them, as 
occasion aball be offered. ' The ' unnatural lub- 

Secta are elsewhere described a> Tbaitobs, 
'••aits, Seminary Priests, TraEGciog Papist* 
hai their resetlera.' 

June IS, 1SS5. — Sundry of hia Majesty's sub- 
Jaots in Air, Kyie, Carrik, and Cunninghanie, 
>a well as elsewhere, who had fumiahed the 
nbala of Ireland with " victuals, weapons, 
powder, bulieta, and other munitions of war," 
an forbidden to aaaist, take part, ride, gang, 
MMompajiy, nor vet fnrnisfa or aell any kind of 
Tictoal,' Ao., nnder the pain of Treaaon. 

Deoember 2, 1605.— Proclamation for aaaamb- 
Utu the liegea at the towns of Leith .... 
Kirkaadbright, and Air ' well bodin in fair of 
w«ir (i.e., well prepared for battle), to repair 
■poa the first advartiaement, under the oom- 
■Band of the Sheriff of ilk ahiiis, and sic otban 
as the aaine Sheriff, with advice of the Barnia 
within the bounds particularly abora men- 
ttoowl. aball ohooae to that affut, to the aaid 
towns to join with and snpplj the foot foioas Id 
r«alai hig to the UndJng <» Um anaBBj in thw 



part* i under the tinsale {i.e. forfeiture) «t 
lands, goods, and life.' 

Deoember 23, 1695. — 'Charge asainat persons 
under Deadly Feud ' to appear before the King 
and Coiucil at Holyrood house, and ' that they 
keep their lodgings after their coming, till they 
be specially sent for,' Ac. These are to say, 
RoBEKT, Maister of Eglintoun, and Patrik 



not exceeding the number of three score persona, 
and the said Patrik not exceeding the number 
of ixiv. persons, upon Jan., xv. nexttocum ; 
James Eril of Glencairu and . . . - . Cuu- 
ynghame of Glengamok upon Jan. xvi. ; Hew 
Campbell of Louduiui, ^licrefF of Air; . . . 
Craufurde of Kerse, upon Jan. xivi., to underly 
tic order as shall be prescribed touching the 
removing of the said feud*.' Ac. With certifi- 
cation that if they fail ' tliey shall be rvpute, 
bolden and pursued with fire and iword, as 
enemies to (>od, bit Majesty, and to the com- 
mon weal and quietness ol lliis their native 
country, with all rigour and extremity.' 

January 17, 1506.— James ErII of Glencalm* 
ordained to be denounced rebel, for not appear- 
ing before the King and Council ' touching the 
removing of the feud and oontroveray standing 
betwixt him and Robert, Maister of E^Jintoun 
and hia friends.' 

January 29, 1506. — James Cunynghame, 
apparent of Gtengarnock, ordained to be 
flenounced for not ' compearing personally ' 
before tlie King and Council ' touching the 
removing of the feud standing betwixt him and 
Sir Patrik Uoustoun of that Ilk, Knight, and 
hia friends, Ac. 

February 12, 1596,— On the oomplaint of tha 
Counteaa of Eglintoun (Dame Helen Kennedy), 
Hugh Earl of EglinUmn, only lawful son of the 
daceaaedHughKiarlof Eglintoun, Robert Master 
of Eglintoun his Tutor, and the kiu and friends 
of tha late EarL ' That where the aaid 
deoeaaed Erll being most ahamefullv and craelly 
■lain by Johnne Cunynghame of Koss, brother 
to James Earl of Glenoairne, Alexander Cnu- 
ynghame called of Polquhene, his servant, 
Aluander Cunynghame of Aikatt, ^Villia^l• 



forethought fetoDj, the said complaioe.- 

panned themior tha same alaught«r,oriminallj, 
DafcM« the Justice and hia Deputea ; and Ihay 
taking tha erima upon them, abeented tbem 
■alvaa from trial, and were tharef ore dauouDoad 
udngMandUUMboiHj wbankt ouat m»- 
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temptuously they remained divers years there* 
After, till now of late, as the said oomplainers 
•re inforrocKl, that the said persons have pur- 
chased a Remission or Respite for the said 
•laughter, whereby they intend to take away 
the said complainers' Uwful pursuit ; so that, 
instead of justice, which they ever looked for, 
conform to his Majesty's solemn vow and pro- 
mise made to that effect, they are now moved 
to lament to his Hishness the want of justice, 
through the said Respite or Remission,' kc. 
They further state that there has been ' no 
assy ith men t nor satisfaction made to the said 
complainers for the said slaughter, nor Letter 
of Slanis granteil thereupon,' and that there- 
fore, in terms of the Acts of Parliament and 
Secret Council and ' ane louable practice passed 
in the lyke case, at the instance of Uie relict 
and ten fatherless bairns of the deceased Luk 
Striuilinff of Baldorane, against Thomas Kin- 
caid and Johnne Jak his servant, the Respite 
or Remission was %f>$o fctcto null. — Robert 
Master of E^lintoun havins appeared for the 
complainers and James Earl of Glencairn and 
Wiluam Cunynghame of Caprinffton for the 
defenders, the King and Council ''remitted 
this matter to be decided before the Ja«tice or 
his Deputes, as accordis of the law. " 

VMBBSETTINO THE HIOHWAY — HAMESrCKES — 
BHOiJTINO or HAOBUTS AND PISTOLETS, &C. — 
MCTRDSR. 

February 15, 1507— Johnne Mrm of Auch- 
Indrane and others. 

The same day Mathow Dunduff of that Ilk, 
tJicu Htewart, ofttimes called as cautioner and 
vurety for Johnne Mure of Auch indrane, John 
Muie, son to Quintene Mure in Carcloy, David 
Sinclair and Johnne Schaw, servitour to the said 
Johnne Mure Hud Patrik D.ivids^mnc, servitour 
to the said Mathow Dunduff, aJia^ Stewart. 
And sic lyke, the wvid Johnne Mure of Auchin- 
drane, ofttimes called as cautioner and surety 
for Alexander Kenneilic, son to Hew Kcnnedie 
of Craigneill, David Mure, servitour to the Laird 
of Barsany, John Dun<luff, afieu Stewart, son 
natural to the said Mathow, to have entered 
•nd presented thctn Ijeforc our sovereign Lord 
Justice or his depute this day and place; for 
coming upon the third day of January last bye- 
past under silence and cloud of night, with 
convocation of our sovereign lord's lieges bodin 
f I.e., armed) with hagbuts and pistolets to the 
town of Maylioll ; and after they had stalled 
their horses at the gudewife of Knockdai's yett, 
in Mayboll, thoy conveyed themselves secretly 
to Thomas Nasmytb's yard in Mayboll, next 
adjacent to Sir Thomas Kennedeis dwelling 



house in Mayboll, as place meetest for aeoom* 
plishing of their cruel, ungodly and barbaroot 
murder and slaughter of the said Sir ThomM 
Kennedie ; where they stood damit (Le.^ con- 
cealed) betwixt two hedges awaiting for hit 
slaughter, and to have murdered him hy way of 
Brigancie, Hamesuoken, and Umbesetting of 
his gait, and way of forethought felony, prc- 
coffitate malice, conspired and devised maraer ; 
and they, perceiving the said Sir Thomas Kcn- 
nedie, with Dame Elixabeth M'Gill, his spouse, 
Thomas Kennedie, their eldest son, Margaret 
and Helene Kennedeis, their daughters, coming 
fnrth of the said Thomas Nasmyth's dwelling- 
house, and cominff through his yard betwixt 
the two hedges, kept themselves damit fi.e.« 
concealed) until the said Sir Thomas was within 
six ells to them where they lay ; who snddeoly 
umbeset the said Sir Thomas, his spouse and 
bairns, ere he could be aware of them, he 
dreading no harm nor injury of any person, and 
specially of the persons above written, tbcT 
staying with him in apparent favour and fricna- 
ship, at the least without any profession of 
feud or upgiving of kindness ; and then shot and 
discharged eisht shot of hagbuts and pistols at 
the said Sir Thomas ; and he, being not able to 
sustain their force and malice at that time, after 
he had retired himself with his wife and baime. 
they pursued them with divers other shots, ana 
cruelly insisted and invaded them for their 
slaughter ; as the marks of the said shots npoB 
the walls, doors, and yctts of the said Thomas 
Kasmyth's dwelling house and yards may 
clearly testify. And likewise, after they haa 
dischargeil their whole hagbuts and pistolets at 
them, they most cruelly and unmereifoDy 
invaded and pursued the said Sir Thomas Ken* 
nedie to the Kirk Yard of Mayboill, where thej 
would not have failed to have slain him, if \^ 
the provision of (tod, and darkness of tM 
night, he had not been separate from them and 
escaped their bloody hanos. As at more lengtll 
is contained in our sovereign lord's le tl s t i^ 
raised at the instance of the said Sir Thomni 
Kennedie of Culzean, and Mr Thomas Hanmil* 
tonne of Drumcaim, advocate to our sofSfs ig n 
lord for his highness interest, thereupon ; Inw* 
ful time of day bidden, and not entering tbsi^ 
the said cautioners, respectively, were onlawsd 
for not entering of the said persons, in ths 
pains contained m the Act of Paurliament, ▼i&<^ 
the said Mathow Dunduff, aliat Stewarti Wi0 
onlawed for non-entry of the said Johnne Mnrt 
of Auchindrane in the pain of fire hmidrsd 
marks ; and for non-entnr of the said Johaat 
Mure, son to Quintene Mure in Gardor, Dnvid 
Sinclair, and Thomas Schaw, and PMrilt DsTid* 
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aottB, for ilk lae of tbem, in the pain of one 
bnndrod nutrka ; and lh« uid Johnne Mure of 
Am^hindrun w>a nnlawed for non-entry of the 
•aid Ateu4ider Kcnnedie, wm to Hew Kennedie, 
in tbe pain of two hundred m&rki, &nd for non- 
«Dti7 of David Mure and Johone DundofT, tiiiat 
SWwart, for each of them, in the pain of one 
hsadred marks. Lyke u, the euid principal 
petaotM not compearing, were adjudged to be 
wnomiced our sovereign lord's rebels and put 
to hii highnen home ; and all their moveable 
goodi or&ined to be escheat and inbrought ta 
oar lovereign lord's use, at fugitives from hi» 
fau^nesa' laifs, tor the said crime*. 

tfadea ffic^MATiiow I^tewart of Dundnff 
fofto* DuMDurr or that Ilk). 

Dilatit of coming b^ way of Brigancie, under 
Cilance andclond M night, to Thomas NaimythU 
jan) in Mayboill, and umbesetting the high- 
wa]r to Sir Thomaa Kennedie of Culzeane, and 
■hooting of pistoleta and hogbuta at him, by 
way of Hamesncken ; committed the third day 
of Jannar last bye-past. 

PuHSUEna — Sir Thomas Kennedie of Cnlxean, 
Mr Tboniu Hammiltoune, advocate. Pre- 
LOCDTORS for the pannel— The Laird of Cniigie- 
hall, viz. , Hary i^tewart. 

Tht laid Hary Stewart takei instruments of 
tba entry of Matbow Stewart, that he shall 
•openr bsfore our sovereign lord's Justice, &o., 
U« lixteentb day of February instant, ke. 

Febrnanr 16— The which day Matbow Stew- 
art, alia* Dunduff of that Ilk [under protesta. 
tioD that he grants not the libel U> be relevant 
aneat the luunesucken and forethought felony, 
wbw«of none of then is qualified, but are only 
menliooed hy way of oarration, to induce the 
crinM whereupon tbe Dittay is resolved, viz., 
ttia oodToeation, and abooting of pistoleta, and 
that b« grants not the shooting, wearing or 
kMing of nagbutfl or pistolete upon himself that 
Bbffat) 1 be is content to submit himself to hU 
WahitT's will anent the crime of Convocation, 
Mid bebig preaent with the peraons contained in 
tha nuunona, aome of them being his servanta, 
having and footing of pistolets at Sir Thomaa 
Kennedie of Culiean that night ; and craves my 
lord Jnatioe to report to his Majesty and his 
T^-TT^'. and reoeiTe answer therenpon. 



Hk Tboiub HAMmaotTFiof Dmm- 
mttm tmx advocate. We great yon welL It Is 
«^ wfll,*Hl We MBncud yon tW inoontinaat 
tttm tkt light bsTMt y« iniM In parinit of 
Mathow DvDdnff of thai Ok, nJios Stewart, 



dilatit of certain crimea contained in our other 
letters, raised at the iostance of Sir Thomaa 
Kennedie of Cnlieane, and at your instance tor 
our int«rest, which was continued to this day, 
that sye and until tbe said Mathow either 
be come in our will, or be convict n( tbe said 
crimes by an Asayis. And these presents shall 
be to you a sufficient warrant. Hubscribeil «rith 
our hand at Halymidbous, the xvi. day of 
Februanr, 1597. 

(Sic subecribitur). James R. 

In respect whereof, and ot the command given 
by bis Highoeas in presence of my Ijord Justice, 
crvvea process, dissenting from all continuation; 
and oilers the relevancy of the libel in aU the 
points thereof, as the same is concieve<l, if any 
particular allegation* were made against the 

Tbe Justice, with advice of the Noblemen 
present, continues tbe matter in the same 
state till the mome. Surety, Lord Craighall, 
under the pain of three thousand pounds. 

Februan- 17.— Tbe which day Mathow 
Stewart of DundufT, being entered on pannell, 
nuraued by virtue of our sovereign lord's 
letters, purchased at the instance of .^ir Thomas 
Kennedie of Culzeane and Mr Thomas Hammil- 
toun of Drumcame, advocate to our sovereign 
lord, they compearing perwnially and insisting 
in his pursuit of the crimes after specilicd; that 

[NoTB-^Her* follows the Dii lay against the 
Laird of Dunduff, which, in the main, is a 
recital of the facts as contained in the indict- 
ment already given. Dunduff is accused of 
having pre-arraiucd the intended crime, ha 
having "directed Alexander Kennedie, sen 
to Hew Kennedie of Craigneill, to await upon 
him to learn his dyett ; like as, the said 
Alexander wa* familiar with the said Sir 
Thomas at bis house, and that same day upon 
the Belds, and at Corsoragwell, by taking of 
hla good night, and taking off his bat, aooord- 
ing to his wonted familiarity with him of 
iMnore ; and so, they having underatood hy 
the said Alexander Kennedie that the said 
air Thomaa was to lup that night in Thomaa 
Naimythis' dwelling house in HayboiU, 
Iring within the Baillierie of Oarrik and 
Scheretdom* of Air, where ha did remain and 
repair ; they, with convocation of our Sova- 
lelgn Lord's lieges to the number of tea 
peraons or thereby, Ac. ... ha being 
art and part thereof, demeriting tinrsbj 
moat high and worUr^ punishment ; to tk« 
pTssit ooBtmpt of our aaveTvign kffd'a 
aothorltj and law* of Uiia realm, and to the 
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moflt barbarous example of others to commit 

the like.] * 
And being inquired whether he would abide the 
Trial of an Assyse or come in his Majesty's will 
for the said crimes, the said Mathow declared 
that he had neither hagbut nor pistolet the 
niffht above written, contained in the libel, 
neither yet shot any ; notwithstanding thereof 
he comes in his Majesty's will for the said 
crimes contained in the letters ; whereupon the 
said Mr Tiiomas Hammiltoune of Drumcame, 
advocate, asked instruments. And sic lyke, 
the said Mathow Stevrart of Dunduff comes in 
the Krll of Cassillis, and Sir Thomas Kennedie 
of Culzeane's will for the crimes above written, 
contained in our sovereisu lord's letters, raised 
at the instance of the said Sir Thomas Kennedie 
and Mr Thomas Hammiltoun ; his life and 
lands being exceptc<l ; and acted and obliged 
himself to underly their judgment, what ever 
they could deceme thereanent ; whereupon the 
said Sir Thomas Kennedie of Culzeane asked 
instruments. 

Wardit in the Castell of Edinburghe. 

February 28. — The which day Mathow 
Stewart of Dunduff being presented on pannell to 
hear and see our sovereign lord's will declared, 
anent the crimes whereof he be come in will, in 
a Court of Justiciarie, holden in the Tolbuith of 
Kdinburghe, the xvii. day of Februar instant. 
The SAid Justice Depute produced his Majesty's 
letter, directed to him. for the declaration of 
his Highness' will, which he desired to be read 
in judgment to the said Mathow Stewart of 
Dundutf, and the same being read, to be 
inserted and registered in process ; whereof the 
tenour follows : — 

Dedaratian of the King'i WUL 

Jajcis, by the grace of God, King of Scottis, 
to our Justice-General and your Deputes, 
greetinfl. Forasmuch as in a Justice Court, 
Coldenin the Tolbuith of our burghe of Edin- 
barghe, upon the seventeenth day of Febroary 
one thousand five hundred four score and seven- 
laen years, bv our lovite Mr Williame Haert of 
Lewielands, Justice Depute, to our right trustv 
ooonn and councillor Archibald Erll of Ergyll, 
Lord Campbell and Lorn, our Justice General, 
Hathow Stewart of Dunduff being accused by 
Sir Thomaa Kennedie of Culseane, Knight, and 
Mr Thomas Hammiltoun of Drumcame, our 
advocate, that the said Mathow and his com- 
nUosa, Ac. ... We, by these our letter^ 
MbUah and declare our will towards the said 
ICaUiow Stewart of Dunduff in manner follow- 
Inf. Thai is to my : Foraimuoh as Wo hav« 
•MD and oomidered Um declaratknol the will 



of our right trusty oousin Johnne Erll of 
Cassillis, and of the said Sir Thomas Kennedie, 
against whom the said wicked enterprise was 
devised, bearing in effect, that their will is that 
the said Mathow Stewart of Dunduff shall be 
banidhed this our realm of Scotland, and alto 
the realms of Ireland and Ekigland, and all Islss, 
lands and dominions pertaining to any of the 
ssid realms, and that during the wills of our 
said ri^ht trusty cousin and councillor, and of 
tlie said Sir Thomas Kennedie, and aye and 
until they both conjunctly and in one voice 
declare the contrary, will lie writ ; and that he 
shall depart to what realm or country he pleases 
(except as before excepted) betwixt the date 
hereof and the fifteenth day of May nextocum, 
and shall remain furth of the said realms of 
Scotland, Ireland, England, and all Isles, lands 
and dominions appertaining to any of the 
said realms ; and shall not return within 
our realm without Licence of our said 
right trustv cousin Johnne Erll of Cassillis 
and the saicl Sir Thomas Kennedie, conjunctly, 
had and obtained thereto in Writing ; And 
also, unto the time of his departing furth of our 
realm to the places where he is banished, ho 
shall nowise repair within the Umn of Mayboill, 
nor a mile about, nor no other part where our 
said right trusty cousin and the said Sir Thomas 
shall happen to be, under the pain of ^ve thous- 
and marks money of our realm, to be paid to 
the said Sir Thomas, his heirs and assignees* 
in case of contravention of anv part of the pre- 
mises : And the said pain to be applied to tho 
use, utility, and profit, of the said Sir Thomas, 
his heirs, executors and assignees respectively : 
Which declaration of theirs will we ratify, ap- 
prove and affirm in all points, heads and circum- 
stances, and by these presents decern and ordi^ 
the same as a part of our will, to be really and 
with effect fulfilled and obeved : And that i% 
shall not be lawful to the said Mathow Stewart 
of Dunduff to contravene the same directly or 
indirectly, for whatsoever cause or occasion, by 
any declaration to be made by us hereafter, or 
any licence or dispensation to be granted ia 
hurt or prejudice of these presents. And fur- 
ther, We will and declare that the said Mathow 
Stewart of Dunduff shall consent and pay to 
our Treasurer in our name the sum of obo 
thousand marks money of this realm, together 
with the unlaw and amerciaments, in tho which 
he stands cautioner for certain his compliesi^ 
partakers of the said crime. THXMCfomB it is 
our will, and We reouire you that incontia«i% 
after the si^t hereof, ye cause the said Mathow 
Stewart of Dunduff to be presented in a Jnolios 
Court bof ore yon, and to oiako puhUeatioB ol 




EARLY AYRSHIRE CRIMINAL TRUL». 



oar will, a» t&iil ii, nail to cause <1ootn to be 
pronounced agsiiiBt him, conform thereto ; and 
thkt aufficienl cautioners Bnd inretiM be found 
Inr the uid Uathow Stewart, for fulGUing and 
obeying thereof ; And that he be re-entered 
in VKrd within our Cutcll of Edinburghe, and 
that he remain in sure finnnnce therein, aye and 
ODtil the said caution and surety be found to 
the effect foresaid : As ye will answer to ub 
thereupon. The which to do, We commit to 

Era our full power, by these our present Letters, 
iven under our signet and subKribe<l with our 
hand. At Halyntidhons. the l&st day of Feb- 
roar, and of our reign the xkxJ. year, 1597. 
(Sic Subwribitur) JAME.S R. 

Acoonlina to the whiub Letter nnd hiB 
Majesty's Will decUred therein, the said Jus- 
tice-depute by the month of Willianie Liddlc, 
dempatar of the said Court, pronounce<1 doom 
•gainst the said Mathow Klewnrt of DundufT, 
and published the whole preniiwB to him ; and 
decerned and ordained the said Mnthow to ful- 
fil, olitemner, (i.<. comply with) and obey the 
aune in oU points, and to find sufficient oaution 
and surety for obedience (hereof ; and delit'ered 
him to James Xisbet, one of the Bailtics of 
Bdinbunhe, to be re-entered again in ward 
within the Castell of Edinburghe, to remain in 
■ore firmanee therein, aye and till he find 
anfficient caaUon and surety to the effect fore- 
•aid, conform to his llajosty's will above re- 
hearsed. Whereupon the said .Sir TlioinaH 
Kerinedie o( CnUean asbed acts and iiiBlru- 

March I.— At a Court held tiiia day, n docu- 
ment, declaring the Wilt of the Earl of Cossillis. 
and .''ir Thomas Kenne<lie, was produced, date<l 
at Edinburgh the penult day of February 1597, 
anil or<laine<l to be registered in the books of 
adjonnuil- It is precisely in Ihcterms rehearseil 
in the Itoclar&tion of the King's will. Upon 
Ibe publishing and dcclaraliou of the which 



ABIDtMO FBOV TBE EABl. O 



(Mr Waiiam Hatrt and Mr RobtrC Murra}/, 
JunHft-DtptUt*. ) 
Fafarnary 21, 1600.— Geokoe Camfbeix of 
CMDok, John Sohaw of Sombeg, George Lokort 
«( Bar, Mr Ifatbo Rote of Hanins, Johnne 
Wallaoe of CaneU, David Blair of Edentouo, 



WilUsme Dunbar of Enterkyn, David Fouller- 
tounofCorsbie, Edward WolUce of .Seweltoune, 
Hory Stewart of Barskimming, Williame Craw- 
ford of Lochnoreia, Hew Cuninghame of Laig- 
land, Allane Lord Cathcnrt, Johnne Cathcart of 
Cair loune, Johnne Dalrumpill of Stair, Johnne 
Campbell of Shaukistiiune, Bernard Forguesson 
of Kilcairren, Hew Kennedy of Girvanmoins, 
Johnns Corry of Kclwod, Hugh Kenneily of 



ander of I>»lreoch, (iylbert Keune<]y of 
Bargsny. 

Dilalit for abirling from the Lieutenant's 
Raiil at Dumfries, appointed liy Archibald, ErII 
of Angus, to have convened theresl. 

Compeared Johne Halyday, advocate, and 
produced the warrant underwritten, for Girvan- 
manis (Hew Kennedy), and allegeil that the 
Justice could not unlaw his cautioner, nor 
adjudge himself to the horn. 

Rex, 

TREA.iri(ER, Advocate, Justice, Justice 
Clerk, with your deputes, We greet you well. 
Understanding that our right tnisty cousin iind 
councillor, Aodro Lord Uchiltrie. his kin, 
friends, men, tenants, servants and dependents 
were, upon Ihe respect of James Dowglns of 
Torthorwald, being in company of our right 
trusty cousin the Erll of Angus, our Lieutenant 
for the time, exempted frem his jurisiliction 
and obedience of his Proclamations published 
for convening our Bubjecls within the bounds 
of his Lieutenancy ; and that notwithstanding 
ye, our said Treasurer and Advocate, have raised 
our other tetters at your iiislauce, and amongst 
others have caused charge Hary Stewart of 
Etarskymniing, and (Hew) Kennedy of Girvan- 
manis, two special kiuimen, friends to our said 
cousin the Lord Ochiltrie, to compear Iwfore 
you our Justice and your deputes, upou the 
xxi day of Februar metani, to underly our 
laws within the Tolbuilh of Edinburgh for 
alleged non-obedience of our proclamation 
charing subjects within the bounds of Kyle, 
Camk, and Cuninghame 'to meet our said 
Lieutenant at Dumfnes upon the . . . .day 

of . ' ' . . .. r .. 



..Ase and advancement o 
West Border. It is therefore our will, and we 
command you, onrsaid Treasurer and Advocate, 
that, upon the sight hereof, ye pass from the 



at 
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pursuit of the said Hanr and (Hew) for the said 
cause, and delete their names furth of the 
criminal summonds intended at your instance 
against them. And likewise, that ye, our 
Justice and Justice Clark, dispense with their 
non-compearance of the said persons before you 
at the said diet ; and on nowise unlaw or proceed 
against them or their cautioners for their non- 
compearance at the same diet, notwithstanding 
of any other command given, or to be given, to 
you to the contrary ; as ye and ilk ane of you 
will be answerable to us upon your otfice and 
obedience. Whereanent these presents shall be 
your warrand. Subscribed with our hand at 
Halyruidhous, the .... day of Fcbruar, 

(Sic Sul>scribitur) JAMES R. 

Montrose Canceix.\riu8. 

Lennox. 

R. Cokbume. 

Jo. Prestoune. 

Fyvie. 

The said John Halytlay proiluccd a Letter 
suljscril^d by the King and Council, discharging 
the Justice of all proceedings against the L^rd 
of C^ipriiitoune, ^c. 

*' We understanding that our lovitc Williame 
Cuninghamc of Caprintoune and Daniell 
Cuninghame <>f Dallieyth, l>cing charged by 
virtue of Proclamation to have met our 
ri^jit trusty cousin, Williame Erll of 
Aii;:i:'^, our Lieutenant and Wanlen of our 
Wi-'.t .Ma^clu'^', .iL Ihimfrcis, or such other 
par'.s contained in our said Proclamation, for 
pursuit of the diiiol)edicnt i)er8ons within our 
said Wardanrie, in the month of Februar, 
I.V)** years: And that for ol)ediencu thcre<>f and 
I'oinmand of our said Pn>cIamation they 
iuMressc<l thcmiM'Ives in warlike manner wit i 
their friends an<l servunts to our waid rai«l ; 
'ind James Dowglas of Torthorell, lK.*iiig our 
relnjl and lying at our horn for <»ur slaughter of 
« ur decease*! cousin James Stewart of New- 
N)une, and their near kinsmen, lM.'in-4 then in 
com{>any at the said raid with our tsiid Lieu- 
tenant; so that the said Williome Cwninghame 
<»f Caprintoune, < George Campl)ell of (Vsnok, 
nor the said Danioll Cwninehimo, coull not 
^ixi^lly remain at our wid rai»l (lUr paid James 
])<)Wgliis bi'ing in their com|>any) ; Whereupon 
they having then minde<l themselves unto us. 
We, fur eschewing of greater in«'onvenience, 
then faithfully prom i»«c<l, in »•* r'»o ;>rii/W//M, and 
gave licence in tlicm, their frien<lH ami servants, 
to |)a«{» hfunc from i>ur sai<l Raid, and that they 
fthould thereafter, at no time addro-*?* ♦hem- 
i««lve« to any r-iid with our Nii»l Li- nten.int. 



(the said James Dowglas being in comnany with 
him) but that they should remain at nome and 
incur no skaith nor danger therethrough. And 
also, that the said Williame, George, and 
Daniell, being likewise charged again to have 
met with our said Lieutenant at our said boigfa 
of Dumfreise, upon the xxii. day of September 
lastbypast (with whom the said James DowgUa 
was then in company), so that they might not 
address themselves thereto : Therefore, and 
according to our said promise. We have freely 
Remitted, and by these presents Remit the 
said William Cwninghame, George Campbell, 
and Daniell Cwninghame, their kin, friends and 
servants, of all offence, crimeand pains committed 
bv them for abiding from the said raid, or any 
of them : Discharging, herefore, our Treasurer, 
Advocate, Justice, Justice-Deputes and other 
officers whatsoever, of all caUing, attaching, 
arresting, poinding, unlawing, troubling, or 
intromitting with the said persons, their fnendt 
and servants, or any of them, for abiding from 
the said raids or any of them, and of their 
offices in that part for ever ; notwithstanding 
any letters, proclamations, and charges direct 
thercanent. Whereanent, and whole paint 
contained therein. We have dispenseil, and 
dispense by these presents. Subscribed with 
our hand at Halyruidhous, the xvi. day of 
Februar, 1600. 

(Sic subecribitur). JAMES R. 

Lenox, 
moniroise. 
Cassillis. 

l^CHILTRIE. 
FyVI£. 

Hlantyre, Secretarias. " 

(Note by Pm:AiiCJ— This letter atfonls a 
striking illustration of the insecure and dis- 
turl>ed state of the country, and the weakness 
of Government. Douglas of Torlhorwald, resid- 
ing so near the Borders, seems to have l>een too 
jiowerful a subject to be sued, even for the 
Slanchter of a Steuart, * cousin to the Kina.' 
Althou;^h a^ tht Iloni for this Slauchter, tne 
Li(:uteniint scruples not to accept of the assist- 
ance of the rel)olIious subject to restore peace oo 
the Borders, instca<l of delivering him up to 
justice for his crimes.) 

The Justice contiuucs, to give answer to the 
King's two letters pro<luced, to the monie. 

It is allegetl no process aizainst the Laird of 
lUaniuhan in respect of the Lieutenant's Ucenca 
protluced, to remain from the raid, and that he 
hatl twenty-four persons, dependents, at the 
raid. 

"We, Wiixiame Erll of Anocs LonI 
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BowgUi and Abirnethie, Lieatenant to his 
Majesty over the East, West, and Middle 
Marches of Scotland 'anent Ingland, by the 
tenour hereof crive and grant Licence and liberty 
to the right liunourable John Kennedie of 
Blaquhane, elder, to remain and abide at hame 
from oor Raid and Proclamation, which is pro- 
claimed by us to convene at Domfreis the xxi. 
day of this instant of September, and thereafter 
to nass forward with us towards the Borders, 
and there remain, with xx. days' provision, 
aooonliog to oar Proclamation : whicn We, by 
this present, permit and grant this our Licence 
to the said John Kennedie to remain and bide 
at home from our said Raid and Proclamation : 
And that in respect of his present Disease : By 
this present, subscribed witii our hand, at Dum- 
freis the xviii. day of this instant of September, 
one thousand, five himdred, four score an<l nine- 
teen years ; before these witnesses, Williame 
Bannatvne of Corhouse, Williame Cwninghame, 
tutor of Bonytoune. 

(Sic subscributur.) W. Ancju.s, Lieut." 

It is alleged by Matho Roise of Haniug, that 
he was not subject to the Proclamation, because 
he dwelt the time of the Proclamation, and a 
year before, and sensyne in Glasgow ; and he 
has not a house in Kyle, — The Advocate alleges 
the contrary : In respect of the summons, he 
shonld be put to an Assysc and they could 
cognosce thereupon. 

. It is allegeil for Bernard Ferguesoun that he 
is past the age of the Proclamation ; which al- 
legation was admitted by the Justice, and he 
discharged and put away. 

It is allege<l for the Laird of Seweltown that 
he has neither land nor heritage ; and therefore 
not subiect to the Prochunation.— The Ad- 
vocate alleges that he should pass to an Assyse. 

The Pannol comes in (tl;e King's) Will ; ex- 
cept so many as proiluced the King's Warrand. 

February 22. — The which day compeared Sir 
Hew Campbell of Tcrrinzeauo, Knight, and 
produced our sovereign lord's Will ; and de- 
sired it to be insert and registered, &c. 

Th: Kintj's WUl for the liarons of Kylt and 

CarriL 

Rex. 

Ji'STicE, Justice Clerk, and your deputes. 
We gret* t you well. Forasmuch as ihe persons 
underwritten — they an* to say — Johnne Schaw 
of Somel)e^, &c., become lately in our Will for 
their remamina and bidins at home from the 
Host and Raid proclaimed, and appointed to 
hay? met with our Licuteniuit in Dumfries, 
ODon the ... . day of September last. 
Tncrcfore we have declare*! our W ill as follows. 



to wit : That we have Renounced and dis- 
charged, and by these presents, renounce, and 
discarffe all action and cause, criminal and civil 
which We had, have, or any wise may have, 
move, or pursue, againa^ the said persons for 
the cause foresaid ; and Remit and forgive them 
freely for ever ; And Ordain this our declar- 
ation of our Will to be also effectual for their 
Surety in time coming, as if they had particular 
Remissions thereupon, under our great seal. Our 
Will is, therefore, and We command you, to 
pronounce and deliver this our Will judicially : 
and cause these presents be acted and registered 
in our books of A<ljournal ; as also, that we 
delete f urth of our said books, the Act whereby 
Hew Kennedy in Balloch was uulawed for non- 
entry of Walter Kennedy of Knockda, minor, 
before you for this same cause ; as ye will an- 
swer to us thereupon : Whereauent these pre- 
sents shall l)e unto you a Warrajit, SubscriWd 
with our hand, at Halyruidliftus, the xxii day 
of Februar, 1600. 

(Sic Subscribitur) JAMES R. 

Which the Justice o^vused publish Jmlicially, 
and declared to be our sovereign lord's Will, as 
is above written ; Wliercufwn the peraons on 
pannell present for the time asked acts and 
mstruments. — The Justice admitted the Letters 
pro<luced, &c. 

SL-%U<JnTKR. 

(Mr William Hairt, Justice-Depute.) 

March 4, 1600. — Williamk Stewart, -n-othcr 
(german) to the Lo^d Ochiltrc, and Williame 
Stewart, son natural to Sir Williame Stowart 
of Carstairis, Knight. > 

Mawise Aikman, the relict of the dooe;i.iCiI 
Robert Cathcart, (Writer in Ediuburghe) pro- 
ducetl our sovereign lonl's letters tluly oxeouted 
and endorseil, purchased by herself with iho 
bairns and kin and fricmls of the said deovaseil 
Robert, for charging of Walter Mure of (.'lou- 
caird, as cautioner and surety for Willi iine 
Stewart, brother to the Lorvf Ochiltro, uul 
Williame Stewart, son natural to Sir Willi i:ii 
Stewart of Carstairis, Knight, this day, vtc, :<» 
underly the law for the slaughter c>f the !<,iid 
deceased Robert, (committeil the thinl Ixy of 
June, 1590 : whereupon she asked instrument 4, 
and protested for relief of Allane Cat'icir: of 
Drnmg«)wan, Cautioner for rci>orting of the s;ud 
Letters unto this day. 

The Justice, (in obe<lienoc to a Warrand from 
the King) continues this diet to the morne, the 
fifth day of March instant. 

March 5. — Continues the matter to the xxix 
day of May. — Willi.imc Stewart of Seyt«-»unc, 
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becomes pledge and surety that they shall com- 
pear, &c. 

May 29. — The persons on pannell take in* 
strumenta of their compearance, and protest for 
relief of their caution ; and also, in respect that 
no party compear to pursue them, produced 
the Extract of our sovereign lord's Remission. 

WEAKING OF PISTOLETS, &C. — REMISSIOy ON 
PAYMENT OF FINE, 

July 1, 1600. — George Schaw of Glenmure. 
Being entered on pannell as he that was law- 
fully summoned to compear l>efore the Justice 
or his deputes, to hear his highness' will de- 
clared against the bearing and wearing of 
pistolets. — Compeared likewise Andro Lord 
Stewart of Ochiftrie, and produceil a Precept 
direct from his Majesty, &c. 

Rex 

Justice, Justice-Clark and your deputes. 
We creet you well. Forasmuch a« George %Schaw 
of Glenmure be come in our will, in a Court of 
Justiciarie, hoUlen in theTolbuith of Edinburgh, 
the xvii. day of May last by past, for bearing, 
wearing, and shootinc with hagbuts and 

Sistolets and hurtinK o? Charlis Camp>>ell of 
[orsecleuch therewith ; as an Act made there- 
upon bears; since the which day, the said George 
has paid and delivered to us the sum of five 
hunare<l marks in full satisfaction of our will 
for the said crime, therefor ; And for declara- 
tion of our said will, wit ye, that We have Re- 
mittetl, and by these presents Remit, the said 
George Schaw for the said crime, and renounce 
and discharge all action, trial (criminal) and 
civil, that we, our Treasurer or Advocate may 
have against the said («eorge Schaw for the 
same crime ; Discharging our Treasurer and 
Advr>catc of all calling, troubling, or pursuing 
of him therefor, in time coming. And this We 
prf>nouncu to be our will ; and cause these 
presents to \ye inserted and registereil in our 
rxKiks of Adjournal, ad }**rjKtuam r^i m^mO' 
riam : Whereanent these nrcscnts shall l^ your 
warrand. Subscribed with our hand, at Haly- 
midhous, the first day of July 1600 years. 

(Sic Subscribitur) James Rex. 

Which Precept being read and produced in 

i'udgment, the Justice authorisc<l the same to 
lave full effect to the said fteorge Schaw for 
the said crime, conform to the tenour thereof in 
all pr>ints. Whereupon the said George asked 
acts and instruments. 

ABIDING FROM THE RAID OF DCMFREIS. 

(Sfr Wiliianu Haert, JuMice-Dtpute,) 
July 2, 3 & 4, 1600.— JoHNE Ross of Drum- 



grange, George Logan of that Ilk, James Bois- 
well, feuar of Auchinlek, Johne Boiswell of 
Duntrine-zemen, Robert Mure of Knockmarloch, 
Robert Wallace of Holmestoune, Hew Wallace 
of Boigheid, Wm. Cuninghame of Polquhame. 
George Schaw of Glenmure, and WilUame WU- 
lace of Lytill Cesnok. 

Dilatit for abiding from the Raid of Domfrcis, 
ordained to have convened with Archibald Erll 
of Angus, Lieutenant, in September lastwas. 

(A variety of procedure lakes place in these, 
and some other similar cases, but not of suffi- 
cient importance to be inserted at length. Some 
of the parties are fined, others discharged, &c 
At a later date George Kennedie of Glenmuk is 
fine<l in a hundred pounds for abiding from the 
Raid.) 

HAMESUCKEN — BRIGANCV — OPPRESSION — HORSF- 
STEAUN<J — FORAYING, &C. 

August 1, 1601 — Thomas Cuninghame, sword* 
slipper, 8er\'ant to Williame Cuninghame, the 
Laird of Tourlandis. 

Dilatit of certain crimes of Theft, and for 
taking of captive and prisoner Patrik GemmilL 

Diftay affainst th^. Pannd. 

Thomas Cuninshame, sword-slipper, some* 
time servitour to Williame Vans, smioarar in 
the Cannogait, l»eing entered on Pannel, dilatit 
and pursued : Forasmuch as he, aocompanied 
with Alexander and Hew Cuninghames, brother 
to the Laird of Tourlandis, the deceased Johns 
Cuninchame, cdicut Potter, Marioune Parker, 
Isobel Parker, her sister, Williame Spier, servant 
to the said Alexander, and another 1x>y, lately* in 
the month of Januar last byepast, under silence 
and cloud of night, by way ot Hamesucken and 
Brigancie, came to Patrik Gemmiirs dwelling- 
houne in Tempilhous, where he, his wife and 
family was, in s<>l)er and quiet manner, takinff 
the night's rest, dreading no evil or harm ; and 
there brake up the door of the said house, 
entereil therein ocrforce, and took the said 
Patrik and his wite furth of their 1>eds, bound 
his wife foot and hand, and cast her into a 
mickle kiet, menaced the said Patrik to deliver 
to them his silver and gold ; and Itecause he 
refused to do the same, they bound a tether 
round his neck and hung him up upon a balk 
(i.t.t a l)cam), where he hung a long space, 
until the said Thomas for pity cut him dosm ; 
and thereafter they packed up his whole inside 
goods and plenishing in sheets and caused the 
three women convey the same theftuously upon 
their liaoks, and thereafter took and appre- 
hended the said Patrik (iemmill captive and 
prisoner, and convoyed him, being an aged mao 
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•f UiNe More of ymn, in ft greM atorm, b^ tb« 
qpaoe ol nviii mllM from bia own hoaw, till he 
Mme to ClTddiaholme, wbere he wan relieved 
Ij tba Bulleii of lAiurk : Uaurping thereby 
onr Mvereign lord'i uithurity ; the laid Pfttrik 
being bia liighneu' free liege ; ftnd the aaid 
ThoiDBa ma »rt uiil part of the said crimes. 
/(CM, for art and part of the coming upon a 
8ab(»th day, ten weeka ain ayne or thereby, 
in tima of preaching, acoompanied with 
Villiame Cuniogbame of Tonrlaiidia, Aleiander 
Cnmnghame hia brotber, the deceaaed Johne 
Coniaghame, the potter, aod otherg, aervuita of 
tbe yonng I^ird of BUquhaoniB, and otherv 
tbor complioes. to the number of fourteen 
penona or thereby, and nuiniug of a foray with 
tha Laird of Cimingbamea-betda tennanta for 
tba tbeftaooa ateaUng and reving from Ihem of 
zii hone and marea, which were aold in the 
ooontry. Item, for ut and partof the theftuona 
>ti»linj and away-taking of two naga, one aoir 
fi.t., aorrel) and another brown, pertaining to 
Xbomaa Bigger id Byrea, furth of the landa of 
WarMikbiuT commuted in Jnne laat waa. 
Ittm, lot common theft, common r«aet of Ibeft, 
Ac 



e yU, Ch 



1, and declared the aaid Thomas Cnnmg- 
hama to be found culpable and coovictad of the 
wbola pointa of the dittay above imtt«a, and 
ttimea therelD contained. 

SEfTKXCS — To be taken to a gibbet, upon the 
fWtirll hill of Edinbnrah, and thereupon ' ' 



fCnJUkol 



(Mr William Hairt, JutlieeDtputt. ) 
(Umiiiiiiiiii — Lorda Halyruidboiu, Dunkeld, and 
Fentoaibanu). 

Deoanber 15, 1601 — WiLUAin CuyisoKAUB 
«l Tonrlandia. Dilatit, accnaed, and puraued 
by Ur Tbamaa Hammiltonne of Drumcame, 
Alvooate to our aovereign lord, of the Crimea 
bQowiDg, ooiitaiii«d in dittay prodnced by the 
Mid AdTocMe. 

DiOaf agatntt the Fatind. 

WOliaina Coningfaanie of Tonrlandia, ye are 
Mfaitad and aocoaed, fonamnob aa Alexander 
Oain^aiiie, jvia brother, and certain hia 
— phcai^ bind and conduced ■nddartia (i.t., 
wigii, «r itipeiidiaiy aoldiera) haTing in the 
■oaAh cf Ibrdi Um year of Ood one thonaand 
ita tuBdnd and cne jeui, t»k«n tbe Hooi of 



the lame witliiD nnder the 

pain of Treaaon : Nevertheleaa, it ia of verity 
that ye, within forty-eight houra after the 
taking of the »aid plaue, and after the charge 

S'veo for rendering thereof under the pain of 
reason, conveyed yourself and entered within 
the iiLtd place of Cuninghame-heid, and treaeon- 
ably aesiated the aaid Alexander Ciuiinghame, 
your brother, in keeping of the said houae 
against the lairds of Dnntnith and Urchill, 
hia Majesty's CoramiBsi oners, who were asseij. 
ing the said place, anil that by the space of xxiv 
days after your entry within the aame ; during 
the which timeyeand your compliL-es treasonably 
■hot out of the said place divera hagbuta at the 
■aid Commisaioners and their aasieteis ; com- 
mitting thereby open and manifest Treaaon and 
incurring the tinsall (i.t-, loss) of life, lands, 
and goods ; which ought, and should be execute 
against you with all rigour. To the token {or 



lltm. 



e indited and accuaed, forai 






bodin in feii of weir f i.t. , armed for buttle) with 
■ecreitis, steel -bonnets, daga and pislolets, pro- 
hibited to be borne, worn, used, or shot with, by 
onr sovereign lord's Acta of Parliament, lately, 
in the month of September, or thereby, the 
year of God one thousand six hundred apd 
ninety six years, having conceived a deadly 
feud, rancour, and malice, against the deceased 
James Stewinaoune, in the Myltonne of Rober- 
tonne, came to the landa of the Myltoune 
of Robertonne, where the aaid deceased 
James waa in aober and quiet manner, 
doing his lawful aSairs and buainesa, dread- 
ing DO evil, harm, injury, or pursuit of auy 
peraons, bat to hare lived under God's peace 
and our sovereign lord's ; and there, with your 
weapona foresaid, most shamefully, cruelty, and 
nnmercifuUy slew the said deceased James ; 
and ye were art and part of the said cruel 
Slaaghter ; committed upon said purpose and 
proTiaion, and forethoagbt felony. To the 
token that ye are art and part of the aaid 
GOaughter of the aaid deceaaed James Stewin- 
•onne, ye were, upon the iiii. day of Januar, 
one thouaand six hundred and ninety aeven 
yeara, denounced rebel and put to the home 
for not compearing before the Justice or hia 
Deputes, in ttie tolbuith of Edinburgh, the 
xziv. day of November, the year of God fore- 
■aid, to have underlain the law for art and part 
1^ Uie Slaaghter foresaid ; at the which home 
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ye have remained oontimially sin s^e, and aa 
yet remain ; as the Letters of Hoiming, pro- 
duced herewith, bear. 

PuBSUEB — Mr Thoma* Hammiltoune of 
Dmmcame, Advocate to oar sovereign lord. 

PRKLOCUTORS FOR THE Panxell — Mr William 
01iphant» Mr Alexander King, Mr Johne 
Russell, the Laird of Glengamock, the Laird of 
Reidhall, the Laird of Caprintoune. 

The Prelocutors produced a warrand of the 
Lords (of Council and Session) commanding 
them to compear in defence of the Laird of 
Tourlandis, now entered on pannell ; which 
warrand is subscribed by the Chancellar, in 
praeseniia dominarum, — The pannell takes in- 
struments, that the Justice aeclares that Sir 
Johne Cokbume of Ormistoun, Justice-clerk, 
shall not be judge nor assessor, nor yet Justice- 
dark in this matter. Alleges that Sir George 
Home, Treasurer, cannot be Assessor, because 
he may win and tjme (t.e., lose) in the cause, 
in case of conviction. The Advocate answers 
that the allegations ought to be repelled in 
respect he is not a party. The said Sir George 
Home declared he would not vote in that - 
matter. The Advocate takes instruments of 
the admitting of my Lords of Halyruidhous, 
Dumkerd («.e.. Bishop of Dunkeld) and Fen- 
tounbames to be assessors in this cause. 

[NoTFs BT PircAiKX. — The production of a 
warrand by the Prelocutors was usual, espec- 
ially in cases of Treason, in order to screen 
counsel from the consequences of defending one 
who must be inferred to have been most omiox- 
ioos to the King. A SuppUoation was, in the 
first instance, presented to the Lords of ConncU 
and Session, by the pannell, praying them to 
name ' prelocutors ' for the defence, and sug- 
gesting various names. The prayer was gener- 
ally granted, as a matter of course. ' I^lin- 
ator' of the Judge was competent, on the 
ground of relaticmship, or that he had a 
pecuniary or other interest in the case.1 

The pannell alleges that he should be cited 
opoo forty days' warning for the alli«ed 
Treason of keeping of the house. The Advo- 
cate answers that it has been the inviolable 
practice when anv istane (».e., apprehended) for 
Treason, to put him to an Assyis for the said 
crime of Treason, without citation. 

The Justice rspells the allegations made by 
the pannelL 

It is alleged that the dittay is not relevant in 
respect of the generality tnereof , not conds> 
Sbsnding at whose instance the charge was 
giveo to render the place, whom to, or ex qwm 
cam»%. The Advocate allms that it ought to 
be repelled in respect of the dittay.— Farther, 



the dittay is nowise relevant, because I was net 
charged, and no intimation was made to me of 
the charge, nor any qualification of the dittaT 
of my knowledge. The Advocate answers w 
ought to be repelled in respect ot the dittay. 

The Justice finds the dittay relevant, and 
reserves the whole defences proponed against 
the verification of the dittay to the Assyii ; 
finds the process for the Slaughter. 

The Advocate passes from the taking away of 
the horse pro loco et tempore. 

The Assyis being chosen, sworn and admit* 
ted, after the accusation of the said WiUiasM 
Cuntnghame of Tourlandis, of the crimes coo* 
tained in the dittay foresaid ; for Verification 
of the first point thereof — the said Mr Thoinss 
Hamiltoune, advocate, produced the said 
Williams Cuninffhame's Depositions sndCott* 
f essions ; whereof the tenour follows : — 

Deposition and Oo^feuion of the PomiuL 

At Edr., the xiL day of December, 1601 
years — In presence of Johne Erll of Mctt* 
trois, Chancellar, Sir George Home of Spotti 
Treasurer, Mr Thomas Hamiltoun of Dmm* 
came. Advocate, Sir Johne Cokbume, Jnstiot 
Clark, and Mr William Haert of Leuielandiu 
Justice-Depute, Williame 'Cunninghams off 
Tourlandis, beiuff sworn, and being demanded 
anent the last taking; of the Place of Cnaiif- 
faameheid and keeping of the same, answw* 
that the bouse was first taken by his brollMr 
Alexander, upon whose advertismeot, luidsr* 
standing that there was some variance bctw irt 
him and the soldiers within the place, thf$ 
deponer came to the place, and entered thenta|> 
and remained within the same by the space of 
twenty or twenty-four days ; by the whioli 
spaoe he was besieged by the Lairds of Dob* 
traith and Urchill, having the King's Commis* 
sion ; during which time there was shooting col 
of the house, and shooting in ; Declares thai 
his brother Alexander had not entered in tlM 
place of Cnninghameheid forty-eight honn» 
before the deponer came to him ; and the tak* 
ing of the place was about March, 1600 yean | 
Denies that he was charged or put to the honm 
for not Rendering of the Place of Cnninffbans- 
heid, but his brother was charged, nnoflrtlM 
pain of Treason before the deponer entered te 
the house, and gat knowledge thereof when hm 
entered. 

And also the Advocate produced the Bztiaol 
of the Letters under the sign and subsc ri p ti on 
of Mr Robert Young, for charffing of the TowB 
of OUmow to assist the King^s Oommlssioiisr* 
for assMffing of the said house, and to Issd 
forty hagDotters thereto, in respeoi of the 
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aWon md Letters of TreaeoiL, directed and 
tieented Againft the Laird of TonrlandlB and 
to comidioee; which was diwbeyed; which 
«ztnet of the Letters ii of the date, at Haly- 
midhom, the aerenth day of March, 1600 years. 

And for yerifioation of the last point of the 
DittaT, ocmoeming the slaughter of the said de- 
osased James Stewinsoune, the Advocate pro- 
duced Extract of the Letters of Helming, under 
the sabseription of Mr Johne Skene, Clerk of 
Register, whereby the said Williame Coning- 
hame of Tonrlandis was put to the Home. 

Vkbdiot — After production thereof, and 
dirers allegations made against the same, and 
•Dwers miule thereto by our soyerei^ lord's 
AdTooate, the whole persons of Assyis passed 
<mt of C6ivt to the Council House ; where, 
after ohooeing of Niooll Camoorse of Calfhill, 
Chanoellar, they found, pronounced and de- 
dared the said Williame Cunninghame of Tour- 
landis to be clean, innocent and acquit of art 
and part of the Slaughter of the said deceased 
James Stewinsoune, committed in the month of 
March, in the year of Qod 1606 jrears, as the 
Dittay bears ; and also found the said Williame 
to be fylit, culpable and convict of the assisting 
of Alexander Cuninghame his brother and his 
oomplices, in Uie replug of the Place of Cun- 
iiijiiameheid, against the Lairds of Duntraith 
m Urchill, his Majesty's Commissioners ; the 
Mid Alexander being cnaised, under the pain 
«f Treason to have rendered the same, conform 
to his Depositions subscribed with hii hand. 

SX5Tiyci — To be taken to the Market Cross 
«f Edinburgh, and there his head to be stricken 
from his body ; and also his lands, heritages, 
taoks, steadings, rooms, po ssessi ons, comes, 
oattle, goods and gear to be forfeited, escheat 
and in&ought to our sovereign lord's use, as 
ooovict of the said crime. 



(Non. — It appears from an entry in Birrel's 
Diary, page 65, that Cunninghame was 
beheadea on the day following his triaL] 



BLAUOBTIB. 

June 15, 1662.— jAJin Cuvisqiume of Olen- 
.gamocJL. Dilatit of art and part of the slaugh- 
ter of the deceased William Cuninghame in 
WaUddrd. 

PuBSVKBS — Katherine Crawf urd, the relict of 
Oabriell Cnninahame, as brother. Prsloou* 
90R8 FOB THX ruBSVKRa— The Laird of Cnn- 
l^hamehead, the Laird of Craipmoe, Mr 
TEnnas Hammiltoune. PEiLOCUTOBa fOB Tta 
Panvill— The Laird of Caprintoune, the Laird 
of Houstoune, the Laird of Blair. William 
Porterfeild of that ilk, Mr Johne Soharpe, Mr 
Williame OUpha&t. 



The Justice continues this diet to the mome, 
the xvi day of this instant. (Surety Roberto 
Hammiltoune de Inchemauchan.) 

June 16. — The Pursuer asks instruments that 
he is ready to pursue and will insist conform to 
the caution found contrar the Laird of Glengar- 
nok; and protests for relief of his cautioner. 
The Advocate declares that he will not insist in 
pursuit, because he has no information of the 
party nor the Treasurer. The Pursuer takes 
mstruments that Gabriell Cuninghame and the 
Prolocutors insist on his pursuit. 

The Justice, being advised with my Lord 
Chancellor and the rest of the Assessors, de- 
clares that, u])on occasion moving them, will 
not put tbis matter to the knowledge of an 
Assyis this dav ; but continues the same to the 
third day of the next Justiceair of the Sheriff- 
dome of Perth, or sooner, upon xv days warn- 
ing. 

The Laird of Glengamok, present, takes in- 
struments that the party pursuer, raiser of the 
letters, has compeared this day judicially, and 
offered him ready to pursue ; Uke as, the said 
Laird of Glengamok, oeing entered on pannell, 
offers him to (abide) a trial, for the crime 
libelled, according to the law. 

Johne Blair of that Ilk becomes pledge and 
surety for James Cuninghame of dlengamok, 
that he shall compear, ^ 

SLAUOHTBBi — STOUTHBinr. 

June 24, 1602. — Johns Mubb of Auchen- 
drane. DUaitit of art and part of the slaughter 
of the deceased Sir Thomas Kennedie of Cuuean, 
Kniffht; And of stouthrief (is., theft, accom- 
panfod by violence) of his purse, worth eleven 
score rois-nobles ; six dosen of golden buttons ; 
a rinff of fj^ld containing nine diamonds set 
therem; his sword, belt, and whinger ((.€., 
short sword, or hanger) committed the xii day 
of May last bypast. 

PuBSUEBS— Dame Elizabeth M'Gill, the relict 
of the deceased Sir Thomas Kennedie, of Cul- 
lane. Knight; James Kennedie, as son, Mr 
Thomas Hammiltoune of Drumcaime, Advocate 
to our soysrsign lord. 

PBKLOOirroBS iob thb Paitneli/— The Laird 
of Langsohaw (Sir Neill Montgomerie), the 
Laird m Rowallane ( . . Mure), the Laird of 
Anohinlek (James Boiwell), the Laird of Blair 
(John Blair of that Uk), Mr Williame Oliphant, 
Mr Johns Rnsssll 

Th« Laird of Langsohaw takes instruments 
of the entry oi Johne More of Auchendrane ; 
and protssU that he be reUevcd, as oantioo. 
The pursuers Uke instruments of the prodnc* 
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lion of the letters; and protest for relief of 
their caution. 

Compeared Johne, Maister of Orknay, and 
produced the warrand onderwritten, whereof 
the tenour follows : — 

Rex, 

Justice, Justice Clark and your de- 
putes. We greet yoa heartily welL Foras- 
much as We, understanding that the xxiv day 
of June instant is appointed by vii tue of our other 
Letters, directed at the instance of Dame Eliza- 
beth M*(iill, relict of the deceased Sir Thomas 
Kennedie of Culzean, Knight, and James Kenne- 
die, their eldest lawful son, with concurrence of 
our Advocate for our intercist ; for trial of Johne 
Mure of Auchendrane, and certain other persons, 
his complices, for the cruel murder and slaush- 
ter of the said deceased Sir Thomas Kenneav ; 
committed by them in the month of May last by 
past. And We, willing (that he is) to be con- 
dignly tried, for the pcurt of the said Johne 
Mure of Auohindrane, it is necessary that the 
boy called .... who was directed from 
Mayboill to the said Johne Mure of Auohin- 
drane, as also the boy called .... who came 
to Thomas Kennedie in Bargany, a little before 
the conmiitting of the said murder, was appre- 
hended and examined and tried, which we 
tmderstand is not yet done ; and that the said 
two boys are fugitives ; whereby the verity is 
suppressed. Therefore it is our will, and we 
command you, incontinent after the sight 
hereof, ye continue your Court, and all proceed- 
ing against the said Johne Mure of Auchen- 
dnine in the said matter, till the third da^ of 
the Air (t.e., the Justiceaire of the Sherifidom 
of Ajrr) or that he be new summoned, by the 
party, to that effect. As also, that ye proceed 
and minister justice against all the remanent 
persons contained in our said Letters, compear- 
ing, and that were simimoned to tmdcrlv our 
law for the crime above specified. And this ye 
fail not to do, without anv delay. As ye will 
answer to us upon your obedience. Anent the 
which these presents shall be your Warrand. 
Subscribed with our hand at Falkland, the 
twenty-four day of June 1602. 

(Sic Subscnbitur) JAMES REX. 

The said Johne Mure of Auchendrane dissents 
to all continuation of this matter ; and offered 
him ready to underly the law for the crimes 
above written. 

Sir Neill Montgomerie of Langschaw becomes 
pledge and surety for Johne Mure that he shall 
compear the third day of the next Justiceair 
of the Sherefdome of Air, or sooner, upon xv 
days warning. 



[Note. — This i), so far as the Court of Justici- 
ary LB concerned, the opening scene in one of 
the most remarkable trials recorded in any 
record. Johne Mure did not personally take 
part in the slaughter of Sir Thomas Kennedy 
and was not in any sense a party to the some- 
what vulgar crime of theft exemplified in the 
indictment. He, however, instigated the 
crime. The bliuiks in the indictment should 
have been filled up with the name of William 
Dalrymple, a poor * scholar * of Ayr. There 
was no other * boy ' associated in any wav 
with the tragedy. At the time of the triai 
Dalrymple was a prisoner in Arrsn, wbither 
he had been conveyed at the instance of Mure, 
and where he was kept a close prisoner by 
Montgomerie of Skelmorlie. Dalrymple, as 
will be afterwards seen, was barbarously 
murdered, lest he should incriminate Mure.] 

SLAUGHTER — SHOOTINO OP HAOBUTS AND 
PISTOLETS. 

July 21, 1602.— David Graham of Craig» 
and Alexander Kennedie of Baliarrak. 

Dilaitit of art and part of the Slaughter of th* 
deceased Robert Spens, servitour to John &la 
of Csssillis ; and for bearing, and wearing, and 
shooting of hagbuts and pistolets; committed 
in December. 

Pursuer— Mr Thomas Hammiltonneof Drum- 
came, Advocate. Prelooutors vor the Pax* 
NELL — Mr Thomas Craig, Mr Alexander King. 

Compeared Rychard Spens as father, . . . 
Spens and . . . Spens, as brothers to the de- 
ceased Rychard Spens, and declared that they 
would not insist in pursuit of David Graham ii 
Craig, at this present, and at no time hereafter; 
and also desert. The said David Graham de- 
clares he offers himself ready to underly the 
law for the crimes contained in the letters. Th* 
said Rychard %Spens and his sons desired that 
the pursuit of Alexander Kennedie should delay* 
till they may have time to summon an Aasyis. 
The said Alexander Kennedie takes instruments 
that he offers him to underly the law finr the 
crimes libelled ; dissenting to all continuati o n 
now, as of before. * Desert' as to Graham; 
And as to Kennedie, continued to the Jnstios* 
air of Air, the third day. 

SLAUGHTER. 

May 18, 1604.— WnjjAME Stewart, brother 
to Lord Ochiltrie, Williame Stewart, soo to Sir 
Williame SUwart of Carstairis, Knight Dila- 
tit for the slaughter of the deceased Robsrt 
Oathcart, writer. 

Mause Aikman, relict of the said dsostssd 
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Robert, prodaced our Bovereiffn lord's Letters 
dtdy executed ; and offered nerself ready to 
jmrsue. 

The Justice continues to the third day of the 
next Justice-air of Air, where they dwell, or 
sooner upon xv days warning. Andro, Lord 
Stewart of Ochiltrie and James Stewart of 
Leprevik, become pledges and sureties, con- 
junctly and severally. Johnne Grahame of 
Rnockdoliane relicve<l of his caution. 

SL^VniHTEE — SnOOTINO WITH riSTOLETS 
AND OrNS. 

May 31, IGfC — Joiinnk Mi'rk of Auclien- 
«lranc, Johue Muic of Cniigskcnc, Mosta L<>k- 
hart, brother to the Laird of Har, James Han- 
natyne in Cha|)el-l)onall, David Kcnnydic, 
younger of Maxwaltoun, Charles Dulninipill, 
burgess of Air, (Jeorgc Caniplxill, younger of 
Schankbtoune, luid (.till^ert Kcnnydic in 
Machar. 

Dilatit, accused and pursued, by Richard 
Spcns, in Vg«jtoune, as father to deceased 
Kichart Sptiw, servitour for the time to 
Johnne, Krll of Civasillis, and Sir Thomas 
Hamniiltouno of MonkLmd, advocate to our 
sovereign lord, for his higline8.i interest, for 
art ana part of the slaughter of the siiid de- 
ceased Kichart Sjhmih ; antl for l)earing, wear- 
ing, and 8li4N)ting of pistolet.s and guns, contrar 
to tlie tiiiour of the Acts of Parlijiment ; com- 
mitted upm tlie ninth <lay of DecemlKT, tlie 
year of (iod one thou54iind nix hun<lred and one 
yeari, upm I lie land.s of IVnnyglene. 

Pl!isiti:s - Kichenl S|xhh in Vgst<»unc, Sir 
ThomaH Ilannniltoune of Monkland, a«lvtK'ale. 

PKHlAMTToIiS mil THF. PANNKU. — My Lord 

Ochiltix*e, the Liitd of Dnnnlanri;;, the Liiird 
of Rowallanc, .losi.is Stewart (of I>onin;{toun), 
Mr Johnne Ku^sell, Mr Williame Olinlmnt. 

The two MiUiH, LokJKirt an«l hannatyno 
took them to our noverci^n lord's Kespite 
produced under the IVivy Seal, of the date, 
at Falkland, the twelfth tlav of June, tho year 
of iitxX \iitt2^ for the saitl crimes. Which 
Kespite the .hiHtiee admitted, and ordained 
them to tind caution an«l Hurety to satisfy the 
party for art and pirt of the tMi'ul slaughter : 
Likeas, Mat ho Stewart of Dunduff, Josias 
JStewart of l>onin>;toun, and (leorge Campl>ell, 
younger of Schaulestoun, l)Ocame cautioners 
and AureticH with themiMdves, conjunctly and 
sevenilly, to Siiiiufy the party for art and part 
of the slaughter of the said Kichart Spcns. 

(icorge Campliell also obtained our sovereign 
lord'ii Respite, prtnluced under the Privy Seal, 
of the lUite, at Halyruidhous, the last dav of 
NovemlKT, lG(fJ. Matho Stewart of Dunauff, 



Josias Stewart of Boningtoun, and Johnne 
Mure of Anchindrane, became pledges, kc. 

The ease was continued, as to the remainder 
of the persons on pannel, to the Justice-air of 
Air, third tlay, or sooner u|)on xv days notice. 

[Note. — The word "gun" is used in this case 
for the first time, so far as these reconls are 
concerned. Up to this date it ha<l l>een the 
invariable practice to use *'hagl)ut." It 
may l)e taken for grante<l that the new 
designation wius l>eginning in these early 
days of the seventeenth century, to oust 
theohl.] 

SORrKRY — WnS'lI«RAFT, i\:« . 

July "2.3, 10{».'). — Patkik Low ihk in Hali** 
(Ayrshire.) 

l)ilaittit, ace^Hcd and i)ursne<l, by Sir 
Thomas Hamniilioun of Nfonkl-'iM<i, Knight, 
Advocate to our .soverei;.:n lord, for his higiines'*' 
interest, of the crimes followin.;, vi/. — For con- 
sulting with tlie (lei\.:i>«'«l .lonet Hunter, a 
notorious Wittrhe, ami who was execute to the 
dwith, for Sorccii.' an- 1 Witchcnift ; whi«h 
decease<l Jom-t an I tin' Mil Paliik, at Whit- 
sunday in tin? ye u- ot (Jo-l, \{)^){ years, con- 
vene<l themselves upon the conun<)n wi*te 
Sandhills in Kyle mai-^t ewest (»*.'., nearo>^t) to 
the burgh of Irvine ; wlicre the I) 'vill app^'ir-"! 
to them and conferred witli them, tl.«' df-eaH-d 
Katharene M'Teir, iinother Witchc in II. tlie, and 
Margaret Duncanc in Lone«> l>eiiJ4 aUo in com- 
pany with them at the sinie time. And ^i • 
tyke, the s;u«l Patrick, iK-inj^ in conipuiy witli 
the said deceased .!«»»• l Hunter, Kiihanrn? 
M'Teir, and Mar:4aret Dmi-.-ine, Wilfhc-i, Sor- 
cerers, and abusers 4>f the p-ople, at H dloAev.n, 
in the year of i»o<l fi)re^.iiil, a'*-»enibled tlie ;i- 
selves upon Lowdon-hill where tii«-re app-.Mr 'd 
to them a devellish Spruit, the Devill. in t!io 
likeness of the ».u«t Heh'u M'Cnuie, pres-ni-'d 
to the said Patrik a hair l>ell, in ane of the 
ends of the which l>elt apj)oarcd the siinilitu«le 
of four fingers and ane thutnb. not far ditl'erent 
from the claws of the Devill : Like as, the .vimo 
belt, being presented by the »iitl Jt)nei Hunter 
to the persons that pwssed up»n her A-^syi"*, the 
time of her conviction for the s-iid crime of 
Witchcraft, w.is burned in ane fire : Like as, at 
divers times thereafter they assembled them- 
selves, in divers kirks and kirkyards ; where 
the 8ai<l Patrik, and remanent his associates 
foresaid, raiseil and t<K)k up suntlry dead 
persons furtli of their graves, and di8meml>ereil 
the said dead coqisos for the practising t>f their 
Witchcraft and Sorcerie. /^:m, for art and 
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part of the Bewitching, by Inchantment and 
Sorcerie of Bessie Saweris com (crops) and 
taking away the substance and fushion {i.e., 
pith, strength) thereof, by the space of ten 
years, year after year. Item, for art and i^art 
of the Bewitching of certain milk kye, pertain- 
inff to Johnne Fergusliill, younger in Halie, at 
Beltane 1604 years ; wliereby the said kye gave 
no milk but bloo<l and worsome {i.e., purment 
matter) thereafter. Item, for curing, by In- 
chantment and Sorcerie of the deceased 
Margaret M*Guffok, called "The Witch of 
Bame Weill," her horse, whereoa she rode ; 
oommitted a twenty year syne, or thereby. 
And sic lyke, for laying on of Sorcerie, and 
Inchantment, and devillery upon Jonet Lowrie, 
the striking of her blind ; and by curing and 
taking off of the said Witchcraft off her 
again, and restoring her to her former sight. 
Item, for curing and helping, by Inchantment 
and Sorcerie, of Elizabeth Crawfonl's bairn in 
Glasgow, who ha<i been deadly sick of a strange 
incurable disease, by the space of fight or nine 
years of before, by taking a cloth off the said 
bairn's face, and signing and crossing with his 
hand the said bairn s face ; keeping of the said 
cloth, by the space of eight days ; and there- 
after, having returned to her with the said 
cloth, covere<l her face again therewith, who 
sleeped a two days altogether, and wakened 
not ; and at tlie two days end, one of the said 
bairn's ccn, that was of before tynt (i.e., blind), 
throu;4h the said disease, was restore<l to her ; 
and within 6ve davs thereafter the said bairn 
was, by the said Inchantment, cured and 
mende<l b the sai<l I'atrik. And finally, for 
a Common and notorious Sorcerer, Warlok, 
and abuser of the people, by all unlawful 
charms and dovilish Incantations, used by him 
this xxiv year bygone. 

For ihe wliich crimes, respectively, above 
written, the hu<1 I'atrik Lowrie was put to the 
knowU'd<^e of an Aa^yis. The alvocate asks 
instruments <if the swearing of Assyis. 

Mr I)AVin My IX Wing sworn, at the desire 
of I'atrik lyjwiio, to make Declaration of his 
*• brute" (i.f., rvport, fame) deponeil that he 
was bruteit and commonly calli^l *' Pait the 
Witch!" And declares he gat bin father's 
malisrtn ('>., rurs«*) and said he would make an 
ill end. And declares that he was onlained to 
make his r»*|>fntance, for the brute and slander 
he sustained ; and that he made his repent- 
ance. 

And thereafter the paid Patrik I^wrie de- 
aired the Justicf and Aa^yis to trow (i.^., credit) 
the said Mr Davitl Myll. 



My Lord Advocate protests for Wilful Error, 
in case they acquit him of the Dittay. 

Verdict — Atter accusation of the said Patrik, 
by Dittay, of the crimes respectively above 
specified, and verification of the same by pro- 
duction of certain writts by the said %Sir lliomas 
Hammiltoun, advocate ; m Assyis, all in one 
voice, by the mouth of Johnne Wallace in 
Lonese, chanceller, found, pronounced, and 
declared the said Patrik to be fylet, culptble 
and convict of the whole crimes respectively 
above specified. 

Sentence — The said Justice-depute decerned 
and ordained the said Patrik Lowrie to be 
taken to the Castle-bill of Edinburgh, and 
there to be wirreit (i.e., strangled) at a stake, 
till he be dead ; and thereafter his body to be 
burned in ashes ; and his whole moveable goods 
and gear, if he any has, to be escheat, ko, 

[Note. — Whatever reputation this Warlo^ 
may have had he seems to have been in 
reality guilty of no worse crime than amateur, 
and on the whole successful "doctoring." 
In all probability Mr David Myll, who wae 
called at Lowrie's instance, was the minister 
of the parish where the unhappy creature 
dwelt.] 

slauohteb. 

July 26, 1605.— Oeoroe Anofse, notter; 
James Blair, burgess of Air ; David Kennydie 
of Corssis ; and Gilljeri Grahame, younger of 
Craiff. 

Dilaitit of art and part of the Slaughter of 
the deceased Richcni Spens, servant to the 
Erie of Cassillis. 

PirnsrERs— Richenl Spens, in Vgtoun, as 
father ; Roliert Spens, his son, as brother. 

The Pursuers pass fimi>iinter from the said 
Cieorge An^use, &c., and declare them to be 
Innocent of the said Slaughter ; Whereupon 
the said persons on pannell asked instrument!, 
and proto.sf'd for relief of their cautioners; 
an<l that they be not called or pursued for the 
said crime in time coming. 

TREASON— DEVLIN I N<; THE JITIISDICTION OF THB 
S»'RET rorsriL — HOLDING A OKNEm^L 
A.HSKVIBLV OF THE KIRK AFTER BEI90 
CHART, ED, k(\ 

Mr W'il/iam Ilairt of Lettlandis, Jtutict- 

Dipute, 

Lin i.VTH«;ow, January 10, 1606— Mr JoHXyv 
FoRBK«4, Minister of the Kirk of Airfurd (Mode- 
rator), Mr Johnne Wel«*che, Minister at Air, 
Mr Kolicrt Ihirie, Minister at Anstruther, Mr 
Andro Duncane, Minister at Carraill, Mr Alex- 
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andar Strancbane, Minister at Creiche, Mr 
Johnne Scharpe, Miiiiit«r at Kilmany. 

Dilaitit, accused and pursued bv dir Thomas 
Hammiltoiin of Monkland, Knight, Advocate 
to our sovereign Lord, for his higliness' interest, 
of the crimes of Treason specific in the Dittay 
following, viz. : — 

*' Forasmuch as, by the first Act of our sove- 
reign lord's Parliament, held at Edinburgh in 
the month of May 1584 years, it is statute and 
ordained, that our sovereign lord, his heirs 
and sncceasors, by themselves and their Coun- 
cils, are, and in time comins shall be. Judges 
competent to all persons his niff hness' subjects, 
of wnatsoever estate, degree, function, or con- 
dition that ever they be, of spiritual or temporal, 
in aU matters wherein they, or any of them 
shall be apprehended, summoned or charged, to 
answer to such things as shall be iQ([Uired of 
them by onr said sovereign lord and his Coun- 
cil ; and that none of them, who shall happen 
to be apprehended, called or summoned to the 
effect foresaid, presume or take upon hand to 
decline the Judgment of his highness, his heirs 
and successors, and their Council, in the pre- 
misses ; under the pain of Treason : Notwitix- 
STAXDINC} it is of verity that the said Mr Juhnne 
Forbes, Mr Johnne W^lsche, kc, being charged 
by our sovereign lord's Letters, raised at the 
instance of his Majesty's Advocate for his high- 
ness' interest, to compear before his Majesty 
and the Lonls of >Secret Council, upon the 
twenty-fourth «lay of October lastbypast to 
have answore<l for their unlawful and contemp- 
tuous convening, proceeding and holding of a 
pretendeil r«eneral Assemblie (of the Church of 
Scotland) at Al)en1cne, the second day of July 
lastbynast; and appointing of a new General 
Assemblie to lie held at Aberdenc, the lost 
Tuesday of SeptcmlMT thereafter ; without the 
consent and after the express refusal of the 
Laird of Lowricstoun, his Majestv's Commis- 
sioner, beinc then present in Aljerdene ; and in 
contempt ox the enai*gcs of Hoiniinc, lawfully 
execute upon the tirst day of the said month of 
July lostnynast, at the market cross of the 
burgh of Aoerdene, discharging, in our sove- 
reign lortl's name, all convening and holding of 
any such Assemblie, at that time and place, 
nmler the paiu of rebellion ; and against the 
will and command of the Lords of his highness' 
^Secret Council, signifietUto the said Mmisters 
by the Council s Letter then delivered to them 
by the said Laird c»f Lowricstoun, before their 
said nrocee<ling, bearing, that liecause their 
Lonlsliiim un<1erstood that the holding of an 
Assemblie there, at that time, would highly 
offend his Majesty, and be estimated by his 



highness a high contempt, therefore it was their 
Lordship's will and pleasure, that the said Min- 
isters should not hohi an Assemblie, at that time, 
nor make any induction of a new Assemblie, 
but suffer the same to desert. As likewise, the 
said Mr Johnne Welsohc, minister at Air, beinff 
charged to have compeared before the Lords of 
his highness' Secret Council, the said twenty- 
third day of October lastbypast, to have 
answered for his unlawful resorting to the said 
burffh of Aberdene upon the fourth, fifth, and 
p'xth days respectively, of the said month of 
.Idly lastbypast, and understanding, as it was 
most notour and manifest to all men there, how 
undutifully and contemptuously the said Minis- 
ters proceeded, in the holding of their said 
unlawful pretended General Assemblie, to the 
contempt of his Majesty's authoritv, and of the 
direction of the Lords of his Highness' Secret 
Council, in manner above specified ; neverthe- 
less, the said Mr Johnne \\ elsche, without all 
order, form, necessity, or preceding example, 
coiivenctl unlawfully with a number of his com- 
plices, within the Kirk of the said burch of 
Aberdenc, the time foresaid, and RatiHcd and 
approved the proceedings of their said brethren 
foresaid, in holding of their said unlawful 
Assemblie, and making in<lucticm of a new 
Assemblie, as said is, and took instruments 
thereupon. And in respect of the preiuiso». all 
the foresaid Ministers, being cliarged om said is, 
to compear l)cfore the Lords of his highness* 
Secret Council, to have heard ainl seen it found 
and declared, that they ha<l very cunioniniu- 
ously convened tlieni selves, an<l nnx-eeded in 
their said uotioni*, the time foresaia ; iuni there- 
fore, the said Assemblie, and approbation there- 
of, dechire<l unlawful, and so to Ikj repute and 
holden in time ooming ; and they to l)c punished 
in their persons and kwhIs for their unhuvful 
convening, holding and approving of tlie fore- 
said Assemblie, in manner al)ovc written : And 
the foresaid Ministers, all conii)earing before 
the said Lords of Secret Council, the saitl 
twenty-fourth day of Ootol»or laat)»yi>ast, to 
answer in the said cause, the Siune Uiiig an 
action most comptneut and proper to the .luris- 
diction of the Lonls of Secret Council, U'causo 
the same conccrne<l the trial and i)unishnientof 
a high offence, contempt of his >laje»ty'»» auth. 
ority. and disobedience of his Maiesiy an^l 
Lonls of his highness' Secret Council ; Never- 
theless, the foresaitl Ministers, and each one of 
them, treasonably dcclineil the judgment of j^jg 
Majesty an<l Lords of his highness' Secret 
C<mncil »impfirif*r, by their IK^clinatour. gub- 
scril)C<l by every one of their hands, antl given 
in by them, in Judgment, before the said Lords ; 
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to the which, it being replied by the said Ad- 
vocate, that the same shouhl be Repelled, in 
respect of the said Act of Parliament, declaring 
all such Declinatours to be null, and the pro- 
poners thereof to incur the pain of Treason ; 
And in respect of the which answer and reply, 
your said Declinatour was repelled by the said 
Lords of Secret Council, all in one voice ; The 
said Ministers, nevertheless, persiste<l so obsti- 
nately therein, that after the same was repelled 
by tue said Lrirds, as Siiitl is, whereby they 
could not pretend anv proWble doubt or ignor- 
ance of their Jurisdiction, the said Ministers 
gave in thereafter, tluir remanent <lissents, in 
VTiting, under protestation always, tliat they 
adhered to their siiid Declinatour: i»y pro|x>ning 
whereof, jw also by a<lliering to the siiid Decli- 
natour, after tb.at it was repelled, they, an<l 
every one of them, have commit te»l Treason, 
and should incur the jxiins thereof." 

Pi K>iKR— Sir Tluiuias Hannuiltoun, Advo- 
cate to our sovereign lonl. Pkkum i t«hw foi; 
TilK I'.VNNKLi.—Mr 'I'liomas drav, Mr Thomas 
Hoi p. 

Tiii: LoiiDs OF Sk( UKT Col \< iL, under- 
written, declare they will as^i'^t the .lustice, as 
As>KS*i<»i> in this caur<c : — 

.Jolm, Krle of Montroise; Alex.inder, Krle of 
Dumfcnueling; L«»rd Fyvie,ClKin«,'ellor ; .Joiinne. 
Krle of Mar; Ale\an<lcr, Kile<»t Lynlythgow ; 
<ie<»r^'f. llile r.f Duiiibar; Patrick, Lord (ila- 
mess ; Alexainh r, Lord Klpliinjfstnnnc ; James, 
L'nd AlMiroim- : l);ivid. Lord Scone, C'onjp- 
trolKi to iii-i M ijtxty ; .lames, Lor«l <it Babiiyr 
ri'-noclie. S«vret.iiy lo hii M.ijisty. and l*re>i- 
dtiit of lii.-N lii;:line>.->' ('iillf^e of Jusliee ; M:irk. 
L'.ril Ntu l»oiiill ; Waller. Piioiir of IJlantvre; 
.ImIhui'-, ( '«»iniiit ihlat«»ur ot Halyru<llinus ; Sir 
J.im«-, Doiij^Ia^ tti (^»uliitliii;:haiMe ; Mr Johnne 
1*1 »'^i«'U'ie Mt J'« iiiivfuik. C'olh.ioiir to lii> 
M.iji»!\ : >«ir Ki«l».iid (\»kburn of Chrkingioui!. 
L»td I'lixy Seal ; .lolume, I>^»rd Murmy <•; 
Tyllieb.iH lie : >ir K^U'rt Melvill of M.nird«» 
eaiuy, Kuulit ; Alevauthr, Mai.>*ler of Klphiiiu- 
ht«»uiii-; . . . I*<-vinst<)un of KiKvthe. 

It i< ulle;jed by the {tiiunell, that tht y oii^l.i 
to hav e liHii charge«l U|M>n eh ven «lay»' w arnin;^. 
M'eing lh<y are to Ik* aceiiM-d f«»r ctinie.-* oj 
Tje;w«Min. I'lie AdvfM-.ite answers, ihal it i> 
<laily practice, in bringing the ikm-oii-, jnit in 
ward to |h-innell, to put them scmmarily to a 
1'rial : and sjK'cially, tiie i>ra;ti« r of the Liird 
of lionytouno, wiio wixh taken and put in wanl 
for the breaking of Lin faiher'« house and 
cofferH, and stealing and away taking of his 
fathers evidents, &c., was brtjught fruui the 
ward lo the l*ar and put to an Ajvyse. 



The Justice repells the allegation, and finds 
further process. — Whereupon the Advocate 
asked instruments. 

(Here follow extende<l objections to the rele- 
vancy of the libel, which it is unnecessary to 
reproduce at length, the more so that they are, 
in the main, summed up in the conclusion of 
the pleadings of the atjcused, viz. : — ) 

The pannell have declared, and by these 
presents declare, that they nowise thereby 
meant to excuse themselves from any lawftd 
objection to his Majesty's royal authority, 
nor yet from the Jurisdiction of the Lords of 
Secret Council, in anything wherein any other 
subject is subject to their authority ; but only, 
to have that cause, touching the lawfulness i»r 
unlawfulness of the said (leneral Assemblic, 
l)eing a matter more spiritual, to l>e judged by 
his Majesty and the kirk, as only judges com- 
petent thereto, according to the law of God, 
and established Acts of l*arliament within this 
realine ; declaring by these presents that his 
Majeslv should judge Ecclesiastical niattc;rs 
with Kcclesia.'itical jx'rscms, like as he judges 
Civil matters with Civil jHri-sons ; and acknow- 
ledging themselves, in all matters Civil i>r 
Criminal to l>e subject to his Majesty and all 
the lawful Juristliclions established for such 
cases, w iihin this lun<l ; unto the which, in all 
humble reverence, they stibmit themselves ; 
like a^, in all Kcclesia-slieal matters, they arc 
ready to be judged by his Majesty with the 
Ceneral A>semblie and other e>»lablishe«l orders 
of the |]e(h#<ia>tical .Jurisdiction. 

(Tin* Advoe.ile haviii;^ made answer) tlio 
.lusiice .... wiih advice of the whole 
Assessors, in one v<»iec-, in rcsjK'ct of tht» 
an»w«n made by my Lord -Advocate, Onlaiu 
the Dillay to be put lo an Ass}-?*^ — Whereup^m 
niy Lo!d Advocate a.-^ki-d instruments. 

Av^VnF. 

Sir Johnne Home of North lieiwick. Knight; 
Sir <Korge Home of Urox mouth, Knight, elder; 
Sir .billies !'< inciter <»f Canleii, Knight ; Sir 
Arcliibai«l Merling of Keir, Knight ; Johnne 
Levingstoiiiu' of l>i;ny}>ace; .lames Schaw of 
Sauchie ; Mark Swyntoun of Innerkcthing ; 
Harie Stcwail of Craigiehall ; <JtK>rge Home 
of De.mes ; (iawin Home of Johnnescleucb : 
Thomas Le\ ing'-toune of rantoun ; Roliert 
Leving^toune of West Quarter ; James (.Jib, 
younger of (arrilur; Alexander Home of 
Kenloune ; Sir Patrik Home of Polwort, 
Knight. 

The Advocate ajsks instruments of the ad- 
mitting and swearing of the Assyse, and after 
accusation of the pertons on pannell, by 
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Dittay. The Advocate, for verification of the 
Dittay, produced the Declinatour, subecribed 
with their hands acknowledged by themselves 
in Judgment: Repeated the Act of Parliament: 
Produced the Decreit of Secret Council, the 
charge of Hoiming, and the nretended process, 
subscribed bv the pretendea Moderator, and 
the pretendea Clerk of the General Assemblie, 
granting the receipt of the Council's Missive, 
of the tenour libelled, and the Declaration of 
his Majesty's Commissioner bearing that he 
dissented from their whole procoemngs ; and 
seeing my Lord Justice, bv the advice of the 
whole Council present, has discussed the 
pannells whole defences, and found the Dittay 
relevant ; and that there rests no further to 
the Assyse but to declare whether the facts 
containe<l in the Dittay have been committed 
by the pannell or not, the same fact >)eing so 
manifestly proven by the writings produced, 
and nowise denied by the pannell, but ratified 
and renewed in Judgment, as the process bears; 
in case they aonuit the pannell the Advocate 
protests for Willul Error and remeid of Law, 
with all rigour. The pannell protest for Error 
against the Assyse, in case they fiyle them of 
'Heason. The Advocate asks instruments, that 
the pannell confess to giving in of the Declar- 
atour. 

Verdict — The Assyse, by the mouth of the 
said Harie %Stewart of Craiffiehall, chancellor, 
found, pronounced, and deciareil the said six 
Ministers, and ilk ane of them, to be ffylet, 
culpable and convict of the treasonable declin- 
ing of the Judgment of his Majesty and Lords 
of his Secret Council, conform to the Dittay 
above specified. 

Warrant and Dome op Banishment pro- 
nounced against the Ministers, in Pretorio de 
Lynlythgow, xxiii. day of the month of 
October 1606, by Mr Williamc Hairt of Pres- 
toune. Justice Depute. 

October 23. — Compeared Mr Thomas Hender- 
Boun and Mr Robert Lyn toune, substitutes to 
our sovereign lord's Advocate, and produced to 
my Lord Justice his Majesty's Warrand ; which 
the Justice causeil be openly read in Judgment, 
and onlained the same to be insert in the books 
of Adjournal ; whereof the tenour follows : — 

James R., 

Whereas, in our Justice-Court, held 
at Lynlythffow, the tenth of Januar lastby 
past, Mr Johnne Welsche, &c, were convictea 
of the crime of Treason^ for their contemptuous 
and treasonable declining the Judsment of ns 
and the Lords of our Secret CounoiC timpliciUr^ 
by a declinatonr subscribed with their hands, 
and given in by them, in Judgment, before the 



said Lords of our Council ; as in the said pro- 
cess of Conviction at more length is contained : 
And the pronounciatiou of the Dome l>eing by 
our Justice, upon grave and weighty respectH 
continued, till our further pleasure was known 
therein. We now considering the great in- 
solence of that proud contempt and what 
dangerous example it might be, if it should 
pass unpunishea, having in our accustomed 
lenity, given to these declared Traitore more 
than sumcient time to have implored tuid made 
humble suit for our mercy ; yet finding in them 
nothing but a continuing endured obstmacy and 
wilfulness, without liklihood or appearance of 
recipiscence and repentence in them, for their 
former committed follies : And all>eit the 
greatness of their ofTence, and specially in men 
of that function (whose lives should Ije lanterns 
and lights to others, to carry themselves in all 
duty and obedience, and therefore their over- 
sights recjuiring the more severe animadversion 
and punishment), hath most justly demerited 
the extremity of the rigour to Iw inflicted upon 
them, for an example to atlray all others to 
attempt the like ; yet, )>ccau8C heretofore the 
Law hath never l>een put to execution, whereby 
some men may ])erha}>4 pretend that they had 
the more prolmble ignorance thereof (an)cit in 
reason the same can Ik) no excuse). We have, 
with our wonted clemency, upon that respect 
only, spared to inflict the rigour of the Law at 
this time : It lieing our will and nle'isure that 
our Justice or his depute should fence and 
affix a Justice Court, to Im; held at Lyulyihgow, 
or any other part else that our Council shall 
think expedient, the xxiii day of Octul>er 
nixtocum, and there cause Dome to l)e given 
out against the said Traitors, to be Banishko 
all eur dominions, duiing all the days of their 
natural lives, under pain of death : And the 
I>ome being pronounce<l, our will and pleasure 
is, that they oe retumeil to their wants, there 
to remain for the space of one month, for 
making their preparations for their departure ; 
before the expirmg whereof, if they do not 
depart, wind and weather serving, our will 
and pleasure is, that the ordinary death usually 
inflicte<l upon Traitors be directetl to be execute 
upon them : And if they shall not depart within 
the said space, or being departed, shall return 
into our dominions, without our License, they 
shall incur the pain of death, and all other 
pains due to persons convicted of Treason. 
Whereanent these presents shall be to our 
Justice a sufficient Warrand. And because 
this our spare dealing and great clemency, 
extended towards those above named offenders, 
in this their so heinous a crime and offence. 
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inay perhaps move in some others some pre- 
sumption to think, that for trespass of this 
<|Uality no greater rigour will Ik? hereafter uped; 
lor removing of which their foolish opinion an<l 
conceit, and that every one may have notice of 
our full determination in any such like case 
hereafter, Our will and pleasure i«, tlmt in our 
said Justice Court, to Ik; kept the siiid day, for 
pronouncing of the said Dome, special intinri- 
lion l*c niade, in ojkmi Court, hy our said 
Justice, to all our lieges there present, that it 
is our resolution that if any hereafter shall 
offend in such a high trespass, that they shall 
be proceedeil against with all severity ; and 
that the <leath due imto traitors shall l)e in- 
flicted ui>on them with all rigour ; the example 
of our present lenity at this time, never re- 
maining any motive to induce us to shew any 
such clemency to such as shall coiiunit the like 
offence hereafter : And our will is that these 
presents l)e recorde<l in the Inxiks of Adjournal, 
and that publication l)e made hereof at the 
market cross of Edinburghe, and all other 
places neetlful. <iiven at <»ur Court of Hamp- 
tone Court, the xwi day of September 1606. 

According to the which Warrand, the said 
Justice-depute, by the mouth of Henrie Wil- 
soune, denipHter of Court, pninounced dome, 
and dev'erned and ordaine<l the said persons 
to l>e l»ani!<hed all i»ur sovereign lord's 
dominions, during all tlie tlays of their natural 
livt -^ : And <»rdam8 them to return to their 
wurdn, there to remain for the space of one 
month for making of their prepanition for their 
departure ; !H?fore the expiring thereof, if they 
«lepart not, win«l an<l weather serving, the said 
Justire-depute, acoonling to the said Warrand, 
decerns and onlains the ordinary death usually 
inflicted u|Hin ikthoum convict of Treason to l>e 
cxet.*uie uixm ih«tn : And if they shall not 
de[»iirt witjjin the said H|nce, or )>eing dtfparte<l, 
shall ntum within his highness' dtnninions, 
without his* MajestVH Licence, decerns ami 
ordains them, accopling to the Miid Warrand, 
to incur the [K\in of death, and all other pains 
usually intliited up*m fKfrsons convict of 
Treas<»n : Which was pronounced for dome. 

8IUr<;HTER— sHCK»nN<: HUJBITS AXI» PI'^ToF-ETS. 

Feb. 2.5, U>M].-HKwrAMif:r.iJ.in Mamhline, 
son to the dfceaM'<l Thomas, Commendator of 
Halywoid. 

iMlntit of art and {xirt of the felonious and 
cruel Slnughter of the <leeease<l Johnne (Hen- 
corse of tliat Ilk, l)y shots of hag but s and 
pistolets ; committe<l upon the xiv tlay of 
f^picmlier, the year of fio<l l.Vil years, upon 



the ground and lands of Cribtoane ; upon set 
purpose, provision and forethought felony. 

Pursuers— Isobel Glencorse, sister ; Robert 
Glencorse, near kinsman. Prelocutok for 
the pannell, Mr Robert Lyntoun. 

Took him to our sovereign lord's Remission, 
for the Siiid crime. (At Edinburgh, Feb. 14, 
1606), Williame Campbell in Grienock-maynes, 
Alexander Nisbet of («reneholm, and the said 
Hew, became cautioners and surety, conjunctly 
and severally, to satisfy the parties, as law 
will. 

BREAKINC; THE PLACE OF KTLBIRNIE — THEFT, ftc. 

February 26, 1606. — Johnne C*RArFniD, 
sometime in Auchincloch, now in Auchin- 
bothie. 

Dilatit of art and part of the breaking of the 
Place of Kilbimie ; and stealing of certain 
evidents and abulziementis (t.«., dress, accoutre- 
ments), pertaining to Johnne Crufurd of Kil> 
bimie, ic. 

** Forasmuch as he, accompanied with Thomas 
Wilsoun, in Wallace, with divers others their 
complices common thieves, in the month of 
NovemlKjr, the year of God 1602 years, came to 
the Place of Kilbirnie, the Lainl beins then 
furth of this realm, and his Lady being tnen in 
Grenok, ten mile distant from the said Place of 
Kilbirny ; and there, under silence and cloud 
of night, break the said Place, at the north side 
thereof, entered within the same, and theftn- 
onslv stole, concealed, resetted, an<i away took, 
furth thereof, ami furth of the coffers then 
standing within the said Place, a figuretl velvet 
gown, a blue Itand of taffetie, a riding cloak 
and skirt of brown coloured cloth wrought mith 
silver |>asment ; a black velvet douldet, cut 
out and wrought with silk conlons ; a pair 
of brown velvet brceks wn)ught with conions 
of gold : a loose gown of grogane, a skirt of 
brown satin, a broM-n satin doublet, two hoods 
with crapes: together with a pair of blankets 
wher(>in he Itound all the said clothes and 
abub.ieinents : Which goo<l and gear pertained 
to the sai<l .Tohnne Craufunl of Kilbirnie and 
his spouse. Like as, at the same time, he, with 
his complices, brake up the said Johnne Crau- 
funl's Charterkist, standing within the said 
Place, and theftuously stole, concealed, re- 
sette<l, ami awaytmik, furth thereof, a great 
numWr of the said I^ird of Kilbimie 's special 
evidents and writs (i.r., principal title aeeds 
and writings) together with the said gixnis and 
gear an<l abulziements, he and his comptioei 
had, and conveyed away with them, ana dis- 
pone<l thereupon at their pleasure ; and h* 
was art and part of the thcftuous steeling, oon* 
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«ealiiig, retetling, and away-taking of the said 
goods, gfMT, writings, evidents, and others 
above written, and of the breaking of the said 
Place, in manner, and at time foresaid ; which 
was notoriously known. To the token (t.«., 
in woof), he, with his wife and servant women 
deiivere<l back again to the Lady Kilbimy, 
within the dwelling-house of Cuthbert Craw- 
f nrd in Parkf nt, in presence of the said Cuthbert 
Crawfurd, Hew Gawin in Boig, Williame 
Allane in Manis, Thomas Harvie in Broklirhill, 
Mnngo Allane in Sarslie, Hush Starrie in Bank- 
s^de, and George Kelso in Bonghill, the par- 
ticular abulziements following, viz., the said 
cut out velvet doublet, the brown velvet breaks, 
the loose grogane gown, the brown satin skirt, 
a brown satin doublet, the said figure<l velvet 
gown, the said brown ridins cloak and skirt, 
with the two said hoo<l8, wnich were theftu- 
ously stolen and away-broucht by him and his 
complices, furth of the said place, at the time 
foresaid ; in token also, he, being examined 
himself, in presence of the Minister, clerks and 
deacons of the kirk of Kilbimie, he granted 
and confessed the having of the said blue 
taffetie band, M'itli certain of the said Laird 
and Lady's writs and evidcnts, but would not 
declare how he came by them ; as the Extract 
of his Confession, herewith produced to shew, 
bean. In token likewise, the said Johnne, 
being chargeil before to tind caution to have 
compeare<l i)cfore the Justice, at a certain day 
bygone, to underlv the laws for the foresaid 
crimes, he then, lor di8o1>cdience of the said 
charge, was put to the horn ; as the hoiming 
likewise shewn, bears." 

The Laird of Kilbimie takes instruments of 
the production of Thomas Wilsoune at the 
hoime, and likewise of the pro<luctiou of the 
Letters against the cautioners for the Entrie 
of Johnne Craufurd, and for the roll of his 
Assyse ; and offers liiin really ta pursue the 
said Johime for the crimes contained in his 
Dittay ; and protests, in respect thereof, that 
he be relieved of his caution. 

Veruut— The Assvse, by the mouth of 
Williame Orr in L<K.'nrig, chancellor, for the 
most part, foiuid, and pronounce<l and declared 
the said Joliune Cnuifurd to be Clean, iimocent 
and accjuit of art and part of the breaking, Ac. 

HLArOHTKK. 

February .3, KKW.— .James Mt*RE) younger of 
Auchindrane. 

Dilaitit of art an<l part of the Slaughter of 
the decoa<ted Sir Thomas Kennedyie of Cullane, 
and Williame Dalmmpill. 

Priisrr.R— Sir Thomas Hammiltoune of 



Bynnie, Knight. PRELOcrTORS for the pannell, 
the Lairds of Blair, Cauldwall, Hcssilheid, 
Rowallane, Mr Johnne Russell, Mr Lawrence 
M'Gill. 

My Lord Advocate produced the Letters 
duly executed and indorsed whereby the de- 
fenders therein contained are denounced to the 
home. Mr Johnne Russell prmluced Letters 
of Relaxation, of the date the third of Februare 
instant ; by the which the paimcll is relaxed 
for tJie crimes above written. The pannell 
("^kes instruments of his entry ; ana after 
icvding of the Summons, offers himself rea<ly 
to abide the trial of the Law, for the crimes 
contained thcrcintill ; and dissents from all 
continuation. The Advocate produced the 
Council's Warrand for continuation of this 
diet to Friday next ; and committing the 
pannell to warcl in the meantime. 

The JtrsTiCE, for obe<licnce of the Council's 
Warrand, continues this matter to Friday 
next, and ordained the pannell to be warded 
in the Tolbuith of Edinburgh, in the mean time. 

February ,'>. — (Mr Williame Ilairt, .hiMict- 
Depute) — The Justice continues this matter to 
the second day of March nixtocum : and ordains 
the pannell to l>e warded in the Tolbuith, in 
the mean time. (Again continue<l on that date, 
and Mure ordered to be kept in ward). 

TREASONABLE MURDER. 

(Mr Williame Hairf of PrtHtovn^ and Mr Alex- 
ander Colvill^ JuMfirts-I)f/mtf.) 

July 15, 1608. — Johnne Mire, elder (and 
James Mure, younger) of Auchindrane. 

Dilaitit of art an 1 part of the treasonable 
Murder and Slaughter of the decease*! Sir 
Thomas Kennydie of Culzeanc, Knight, and 
Williame Caldwall (Dalrymple ?) 

PrnsuER — Mr Rol)ert Foulis, advocate, sub- 
stitute to our sovereign lonl's Advocate. 

Compeared Gilbert Ross, Provost of the 
College Kirk of Mayboill, servitour to my Lord 
of Cassillis, and produced our sovereign lord s 
Letters, duly execute and indorsed, the one 
purchased by my Lord of Cassillis and his 
highness Advocate, for his Majesty's interest 
against the Lainls of Auchindrane, elder and 
youuffer ; and the other Letters against the 
Lainls of Bombie, Caldwall, and Young Lang- 
•chaw, as cautioners for the said James Mure, 
younser of Auchindrane, for his entry this day 
and place. 

The Advocate pro«inee*l the Council's War- 
rand, direct to the Justice, for continuation of 
this diet to the xxiii day of November next ; 
whereof the tenour follows :— 
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•* My Lords of Secret CorxciL, unto vour 
lordships humbly means and shews I, Juhnne 
Erie of Cassillifl, that where I have raised 
criminal Letters M^ainst Johnne Mure of 
Auchindrane, and James Mure his son, for 
their compearance before the Justice or his 
deputes, upon the xv day of Julv instant, to 
underly the Law, for the Slaughter of the 
deceased Laird of Culzeane and Murder of 
William Dalrympill, and have caused summon 
an Assyse to that effect ; but in the meantime 
this expedition for the Isles have intervened, 
so that neither may I compear, to concur with 
his Majesty's Advocate in tnis pursuit, nor yet 
may the persons summoned upon the Assyse 
compear, out are upon their preparation for 
that service : And so, being that this delay 
proceeds not upon anv occasion of mine, but 
ui>on necessity of his Majesty's service, I most 
humbly beseech your lordships to give command 
to the Justice, (Justice) Clerk, and their 
deputes, to continue the said diet to some 
certain diet, after this service in the Isles. 
And because the crime laid to their charge is 
treasonable, that the said Justice and Justice 
Clerk cause commit the said persons to ward in 
the Tolbuith of Edinburghe, therein to remain, 
upon their own expenses, aye and till the next 
diet, to l»e appointed by your lordships. And 
your lordships' answer humbly I Ijcseech." 

•' At Edinburghe xiv July 1608.- -The Lords 
of Secret Council Ordain and command, the 
Justice, Justice Clerk and their deputes to 
continue this diet within written, to the xxiii 
day of N<)vemlx?r nixtocum : And to return 
Auld Auc'hindrane back again to his ward, 
within the Tolbuith of this burch of Edin- 
burghe : And to cause Young Aucliendrane 
cause his former cautioners consent, of new, 
to enter him before the Justice, the foresaid 
day, un<lcr the pain contained in the former 
Act : and failing thereof, that he find all 
suthcicnt caution, to the contentment of the 
Council, for the same effect ; and in the mean 
time, until his caution be found, that he cause 
Y«>ung Auchindrane l)e committed to ward, 
within the Tolbuith of Edinburgh." 

(Sic Suliscribitur). Al. Cancells. 

Mr Johnne Russell, prelocutor for Aubl 
Auchindrane, and Auchindrane himself. Offers 
himself to the trial of the Law, for the crimes 
contained in the Letters ; dissenting to all 
continuation : And as to the Warrand proiluced, 
the same ought not to bo respt'ctcd, m respect 
it is purchased only by the party. Compeare^l 
Mr «^>hnne Russell, as i>relooutor for the Lairds 
of Ronibie, Cauldwell, and Young Langschaw, 
and allege<l that they can not enter James 



Mure, younger of Auchindrane, in respect of 
the Proclamation. It is answered by the 
Advocate, for Auld Auchindrane, that, in 
respect of the Proclamation, the diet most 
continue, conforme to the Council's Warrand ; 
and as concerning Young Auchindrane, tlie 
cautioners ought to present him, or otherwise 
incur the unlaw. 

The Justice Ordains the Auld Laird of Auch- 
endrane to l)e committed to Ward, conform to 
the Council's Warrand. Whereupon the Advo- 
cate asked instruments. And as concerning 
Young Auchendrane and his cautioners, con- 
tinues this diet, in the same form, force and 
effect M it is now, to the xxiii day of Norember 
nixtocum ; and ordains the cautioners that day» 
to exhibit the Young Laird of Auchendrane* 
under the pains contained in the former Acts ; 
and Ordains Letters, if need be, to be mated 
to the party pursuer, for charging of the said 
cautioners to enter him the saia day. 

Whereupon the said (Ulbert Ross asked 
instruments. 

TREASONABLE MURDER UNDER TRUST, Ac. 

November 23, 1(508.— Joh^ne Mure, elder 
of Auchendrane, and James Mure, younger of 
Auchendrane. 

Dilaitit of art and part of the crimes follow- 
ing, viz., the Auld Laird, for the Slaughter of 
the deceased Sir Thomas Kennydie of Cukaane, 
Knight, and the deceased Williame Dalrumpill; 
and the Young Laird for art and part of the 
Slaughter of the said deceased Williame Dal- 
rumpill. 

PiRsuEKs — Sir Thomas Hammiltoun of 
Bynnie, Knight, Advocate to our soverei^ 
lord for his interest, Johnne, Erie of CassiUis, 
(Uesfcie Dalrumpill, as mother). 

pREixH.'1'ToiLS F«)R THE Panneu^ — The Laird 
of CaKlwall, the I-aird of Bombie, the Laird of 
Blair, younger, Mr Williame 01iphant» Mr 
Johnne Russell, Williame Mure of Raoder- 
stoune. 

(The diet again continued to the last day of 
KovemWr instant, Auld Auchendrane fa«ixig 
committed to ward in the Tollx)oth of Edin- 
burgh, and Young Auchendrane warded in Of 
Castle of Edinburgh. On November 30 tlww 
was another continuation, to February 3, 160^ 
and again from that to May 3, of the mne y«ar. 
No further notice of proceedings before tlM 
Court of Justiciary occurs until July 17, 1611.) 

WITCHCRAFT — ADMINISTERING KyCHAKTIO 

DRINK. 

November 9, 1609.— James Mure in Myn- 
niehagen. 
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DilAitit of art and part of Rewitchinff of 
Ifargaret Wicht in DiUmeUin^an, and takintf 
from her of her WiU, by ministering tu her of 
an Inohanted drink. 

PuBSUKB — Margaret Wicht. Prklocutob 
VOE THB Pannell — Joeeph Miller, advocate. 

The pannell takee instruments of his entry 
and offers himself to the trial of the Law, dis- 
senting from all continuation, and protests for 
relief of his caution. 

The Justice, in respect that there is no suffi- 
cient number of Assyse coropearinff this day, 
continues this diet to the 3 day of the (Justice) 
aire (of the Shire of Air) or sooner, upon xv 
days warning, to underly the law for tne said 
crime under the pains contained in the Acts of 
PteUaroent ; who found Sir Johnne Wallace of 
Gamell, Knisht, cautioner for his entry to the 
«0Bct foresaid. 

February 7, 1610. — For the relief of his cau- 
tioners, and trial of his own innocence of the 
Mid alleged crimes, he now compears, and most 
willingly offers himself U> the trial of the law 
lor the same, dissenting from all continuation. 
And in respect that the said Margaret nor no 
others compear this day to insist in his parsuit 
lor the sai(l alleged crimes, and that this is the 
■eoond diet kept by him for abiding trial 
thereof; and that the same pursuit is but 
maliciously invented against him, by the said 
Margaret, for her own privy advantage, by 
raising of Letters against him ; and the persons 
•nmmoned by her upon his Assyse, of whom 
■he has received great sums of money, in com- 
position, to abide at home ; Protests, in respect 
of the premises for (Sir) Johnne VVallace of 
Gamall his relief of his cautionerie, and that 
be be not called, troubled, or puisued, at the 
instance of the said Margaret, or any other 
party, for the alleged crimes above specified ; 
neither yet that my lord Justice suffer Letters 
to be direct against him to that effect, in any 
time coming. Which protestation the Justice 
admitted. 

ABIDING FROM THE RAID OF THK ISLES. 

March 13, 1611.— Gilbert M'Adamk of 
Watterheid ; Donald Nl'Millane of Knockin- 
garrochc : Robert M'Adame of Smeistoune ; 
George M'Adame, there ; Johnne M'Nacht of 
Doungeucht ; (vilbert Achannane of Murdoohat; 
Robert Fergussone of M'Killiestoune ; Johnne 
M*Kill, elder ; Johnne M*Kill, younger ; Wil- 
liame Makadame of Craigullane ; Thomaa 
Krdoun of Crago ; Johnne Neilson of Cortok. 

Dilaitit for the alleged contravening of hit 
Maieety's Proclamation, in not accompanying 
and passing forwards with Andro, Lord Swart 



of Ochiltrie, as his Majesty's Lieutenant, in the 
prosecution of his highness' service, towards 
the repressinff of the insolencies of certain the 
disobedient Inhabitants of the Isles of this 
Kingdom ; according to his highness' Proclama- 
tions made to that effect, in the months of May 
and June, the ^ear of God 1608 years. 

Compeared judicially the said Gilbert, &c., 
and in respect that they and every one of them 
had furnished forth sufficient able men to the 
said Lieutenant in the foresaid Expedition, 
and ^thereupon had purchased the said Lord 
Lieutenant's Testificat, with his licence to abide 
at home themselves, and not to pass forward 
with his Lordship, in the said Army ; which 
Licence they produced in Judgment to the 
Justice, under the said I^rd Lieutenant's sub- 
scription, dated at Air the xxvii of July 1608 
years. And protested that they, nor none of 
them should be in any way troubled, unlawed, 
or pursued for the causes above mentioned ; 
but that they, and each one of them should be 
assoilzied simpliciter tlierefrom in time coming. 
Which Protestation the Justice admitted. 

And in respect that the said Andro, Lord 
Stewart of Ochiltrie, his Majesty's Lieutenant 
foresaid, being personally present, who affirmed 
the Licences above written, and granting there- 
of to be of verity. Ordained that none of the 
persons foresaid, should be called or troublefl 
lor abiding from the said Raid of the Isles, in 
any time coming. Whereupon the said persons 
asked instruments 

8LAU0HTSR OF THS PROVOST OF WIGTOUN — 
SHOOnXG nAGBUTS, kc. 

{Sir William Htart, Justice Depute.) 

May 22, 1611.— Johnne Ksnntdie of Blair- 
quhan, and Johnne Bairdie, brother germane to 
tne Laird of Kilquhinzie. 

Dilaitit of art and part of the felon and 
cruel Slaughter of the deceased Patrik Ahannay 
of Kirkdaul, Provost of Wigtoune ; committed 
by them and their complices with shots of hag- 
bnts and pistolets, at the Cruvcs of the Watter 
of Cree, in the month of December 1600 years, 
QDon set purpose, provision, and forethought 
felony ; And for bearing, wearing, and s ootmff 
of hagbuts and pistolets, contrair the tenour <u 
the Act of Parliament. 

PoRSUBRs — Patrik Ahannay of Kirkdaill aa 
son to the deceased Patrik A.; Sir Thomaa 
Hammiltoun of Byres, Kni|^ht« Advocate to 
oar sovereign lord for his Majesty's interest. 

pRKLocuTORs lom TDK Pannkll — My Lord 
of CassiUis, my Lord Ochiltrie, Gilbert Roiss, 
Mr Johnne Russell, Mr Thomas Hoip, and Mr 
Lawrence M'Gill, advocates. 
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The pannell accepU the summons, and speci- 
ally that part thereof where the defunct was 
shot with peisttis (i.e., pellets) or drops with a 
charged hagbut. It is alleged that this matter 
can not pass to an Assyse ; because his Majesty, 
of his special graoe, has given to the persons on 
pannell a Remission, which they produced to 
the Justice, of the date at Edinburgh the xriii 
day of May instant ; And offer Caution to 
satisfy the party. It is answered that this Re- 
mission can not stay the matter to pan to an 
Assyse, because by Act of Parliament in year 
1593, it is provided that all Remissions are null 
that are purchased after a oarty passes to the 
home for the time ; which allegation is received 
by way of exception, the party not bein^ satis- 
fied. It is answered that this Act of Parliament 
is not in viridi observarUia, and has not taken 
effect in this Judgment of before ; Which alle- 
gation he offers to verify by my Lord Cassillis, 
and others here present. 

The Justice continues Interlocutor upon this 
all^^tion to Friday next. 

May 24. — My Lord Advocate, before Inter- 
locutor, passes from his lordship's former 
allegations ; whereupon the panneli takes in- 
struments. 

The Justice by Interlocutor, admits the 
Remission produced by the persons on pannell 
and their prelocntors ; and Ordained them to 
find sufficient and responsible Caution and 
surety to satisfy the party grieved ; conform to 
the laws and daily practice of this realm. 

Whereupon the said Johnne Kennydie of 
Blairquhan and Johnne Bairdis asked instru- 
ments : And for obedience of the said Justice 
Ordinance, nominate my Lord of Cassillis, my 
Lord Ochiltrie, Sir Robert M'Clellane of Bom- 
bie. Knight, WilUame Cunnin^hame of Capring- 
toun, and Sir James Kennydie of Culzeane, as 
cautioners, conjunctly and severally for them ; 
like as, being all personally present, in presence 
at the Justice, bound and obliged them, con- 
junctly and severally, their heirs, executors, 
and assignees, to satisfy the party, viz., the 
kin and friends of the said aeceased Patrik 
Ahannay of Kirkdaill, for the slaughter above 
written ; conforme to the laws of this realm. 

The pannells bound themselves to relieve 
their catttioners ; and the cautioners also 
obliged themselves to free each other, pro rcUa, 
Ac 

8LAUOHTBR. 

June 29, 1611.— Patkik Max wall of New- 
wark. 

Dilaltit of art and pari of the slaughter of 
the deceased Robert Montgomsrie of Skelmourlie, 



and the deceased Williame Montgomerie, (heir| 
apparent of Skelmourlie, committed in the 
month of ... . 1683 years. 

PuBSUBB — George Montgomerie. 

The Laird of Newwark produced a Warrand 
of the Lords of Secret Council, anent the do* 
sorting of this diet, for the reasons contained in 
the Supplication given in to their lordships 
thereanent ; with a command on the back of 
the said Supplication and Warrand abovs 
written, commanding the Justice to take cau- 
tion of pither of the parties before their cominf 
out of judgment, that they shall remain and 
keep ward within this burgh, until Tuesdajr 
next ; and that they shall compear before his 
Majesty's Council, the said day, under the 
pains following, viz., of Kewwerk, under the 
pain of two thousand marks, and Greorge Mont- 
ffomerie, under the pain of one thousand marks. 
Which Warrand is dated at Edinburgh, the 
xxvii day of .Tune 161 1 instant. For obedience 
of the which Warrand and ordinance therein 
contained, the Justice deserted the said diet ; 
and ordained the said two parties, hinr ride^ to 
find caution for their compearance before the 
Lords of Secret Council the said day, vix., the 
second day of July, under the pains above 
specified ; Like as, for obedience of the said 
Justice ordinance, compeared Williame, Lord 
Kilmaweris, and became pledge and surety for 
the said Patrik Maxwall ; and %ic lyke, com- 
peared James Dunlope of that Ilk, and became 
surety for the said George, kc 

TREASON — 9LAUOHTEB — MURDBB UNDER TRUST. 

[The Trial of the MtTRXS of Auchkndranb 
may, without hesitation, be pronounced to be 
one of the most remarkable in the whole range 
of the criminal annals of this, or perhaps of any 
other country. In it are unfolded their most 
hidden transactions, and the secret springs of 
their most private and craftily contrived pTots, 
all of them leading to the perpetration of crimes 
so singular in atrocity, and of so deep a djre, 
that one can hardly expect to meet with their 
purall^ even in the pi^es of romantic fiction. 
By the clue, now afforded, may be traced 
almost the secret thoughts of two of the most 
accomplished and finished adepts in crime-^ 
indiviauab who murdered by rule, and who 
carried forward their deadly scheme of ambi- 
tion, by means of a regularly connected chain 
of plots*and stratagems, so artfully contrived, 
as to afford them every reasonable prospect of 
snccess and even in the event of the entire 
failure of their plans, almost to ensure their 
escape from suspicion ; at the least, ia their 
estimation, to warrant their seoarity agilnsl 
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■Itimate ctetoetion, and oooMoaently exempt 
them from the penalty of capital pnniehment. 

Ambition and the luat of power appear to 
have been the immediate and proonring caotes 
of ail tlie crimee in which theee infatuated men 
were inTolred. Thein was not the eudden 
buret of nngoremed paaeiona, which might have 
honied them on to the oommiiaion of a solitary 
deed of frightful bat unpremeditated violence, 
nor were their crimes the consequences of 
ancient Feuds, inherited from their restless and 
vindictive ancestors — nor yet had they the too 
common apology that they originated in im- 
petuous assaults made upon them, and that 
their quarreb sprang from a hasty and 
unbridled temper, which had unfortunately 
terminated in fatal results. On the contrary, 
the whole of their numerous attempts and 
crimes may be characterised as cool, calculat- 
ing, and deliberate acts, anxiously studied, and 
by slow and patient, but sure, degrees matured 
and proeecuted for a long series of years, until 
at lenffth 'the measure of their iniquities over- 
flowed,* and the unlooked for occurrence of an 
extraordinary train of circumstances, the most 
nnlikelv to have happened, eventually led to a 
triumphant discovery of their enormous crimes. 

It is quite unnecessary here to enter into any 
detailed account of the facts connected with the 
crimes of these individuals. Their leading 
features are already familiar to all, ever since 
the publication of * Auchindrane, or the Ayr- 
shire Tragedy' from the pen of Sir Walter 
8cott; in the preface to which dramatic sketch, 
the origin ana urogress of these dark transac- 
tions are so fully discussed, that the Editor 
begs simply to refer the reader to a reperusal 
of that work. 

In addition to the information contained in 
the * ditUy,' and in the pleadings in this Trial, 
the Editor has been anxious to collect and to 
lay before the reader the most remarkable cir- 
cumstances connected with the history of the 
elder and younger Mures. For this purpose he 
has for some years past used all exertions to 
extend his researches in every direction where 
authentic illustrative Documents and Records 
could be procured — and he has now the satis- 
faction of appending to this highly interesting 
case a variety of papers, which may almost be 
said to throw all the light that can now be 
reasonably expected on proceedings which 
occurred now above two hundred and twenty 
years affo. 

For the purposes of the present Introductory 
Notice, it u enough to state, as in reference to 
the persons who principally figure in this dark 
tragedy, that so far as respected birth, the 



MuBis OF AccHKNDiiAKE were of the most 
respectable and ancient extraction, and were 
connected with many of the most opulent and 
influential families in Ayrshire. They also for 
a considerable period held a conspicdous station 
in all the transactions and feuds of the district 
of Carrick. There is no reason to doubt that 
the Mures of Monyhaeen and Auchendrane 
(i» hich last title was only latterly assumed by 
them) were cadets of the very ancient and 
honourable family of Mure of Kowallan, now 
(1830) represented by the present Marrhioness 
of Hastings, as Countess ot Loudoun, kc. In 
confirmation of this fact, Sir William Mure of 
Rowallan, Knight, in his History of that 
House (1657), states that Andrew Mure of 
Monyhagen, the first of the family, was either a 
son or a grandson of Sir Gilchrist Mure, who 
died circa ann. 1280. It does not appear how 
or when they became possessors of the Lands of 
Auchendrane ; but it is certain that previous to 
the wars of Bruce and Baliol, Auchendrane 
(t.«., the Field of Thorns) belonged in property 
to Robert Brown; and was, upon his forfeiture, 
granted by Kins Robert the Bruce to Henry 
Annan. By a charter, dated March 16, 1498, 
James Mure of Monyhagen granted certain 
lands in Wigtownshire in favour of James 
Mure his son, and Margaret Wallace his 
spouse. One of the witnesses to this deed is 
John Mure, 'grandson and heir apparent of the 
said James,' a'hich shews him to have been a 
very old man at that period, and that he was 
bom circa, 1490. This John Mure must have 
been the grandfather ef the old Laird of 
Auchendrane, who figures in the present Trial. 
It is pretty evident, as appears from a charter 
of Novodamus of the Lands of Leifenhill, dated 
September 29, 1671, by Chalmers of Gadffirth 
in favour of John Mure of Auchendrane (eldest 
son of Sir John Mure of Auchendrane, who was 
eldest son of James Mure, younger of Auchen- 
drane, executed along with his father for the 
murder of Dulrymple) thst the elder Mure 
must have been nearly eighty years of age at 
the period of his execution ! The grantee is 
described as heir of John Mure of Monyhagen, 
proavif who had in like manner had a charter 
of same lands from Campbell of Loudoun, 
September 2, 1560. This John Mure, who 
obtained the above mentioned charter 1671, 
married Bethia Hamilton, daughter of Hamil- 
ton of DalxeU, by whom he had at least one 
son, James, who probably predeceased him— for 
he conveyed Aucnendrane to his brother Hu^h 
Mure^ whose son or grandson sold it early in 
the last century ; and the family, it is believed, 
is now extinct in the male line. 
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To retam to John Mure elder, and James 
Mure, younger of Auchendrane, the tubjeclt of 
the folloi»'ing trial, it is worthy of notice, as 
proving their rank and consequence in the most 
convincing manner, that John Mure the elder 
married Margaret Kennedy, second daughter 
of Sir Thomas ICennedy of Barsany (died Novem- 
ber 7, 1597) by Lady Agnes Montgomery, sister 
to Hugh, third Earl of Eglinton; and that James 
Mure, the younger, married Helen, second 
daughter of Sir Thomas Kennedy of Culzean, 
Tutor of Cassillis, by Dame Elizabeth MacGill, 
daugiiter of David 'MacGill of Cranstoun- 
Riddcll, King's Advocate, and relict of the 
celebrated Rooert Logan of Restalrig. 

On occasion of John, 6fth flarl of Cassillis, 
ffoing on his travels to France, he conferred the 
Bailiiary of Carrick upon the elder Auchendmne 
for all the period of nis life, an office of high 
trust and respectability, having the Civil and 
Criminal Jurisdiction of the whole of that 
extensive and populous district. It had previ- 
ously been enjoyed by Kennedy of Blairquhan, 
one of the most powerful Chiefs of the name of 
Kennedy. The Earl had previously given 
Auchendrane grants of a five-merk-land and a* 
two-merk-land in return for his fealty and 
service ; and besides, * the said Johne to be on 
his charges ever when he was out of Carrick. ' 
Through the influence, as was asserte<l, of Sir 
Thomas Kennedy of Culzean, the Tutor of 
Cassillis, this office was recalled on the Earls 
return, which probably gave rise to the <leadly 
grudge of Auchendrane, and after the lapse of 
many years, eventually terminated in his mur- 
der. After the period of this recall, Auchen- 
drane retume<l to the allegiance of the Laird of 
Bargany, and took a most active lead in all the 
feuds of that disturbed country. 

[Note.— Pitcaim, as will be seen, refers to the 
preface of Sir Walter Scott's drama, ** Auch- 
endrane, or the Ayrshire Trageily," for a 
detailed account of the facts oonnel•t€^<l with 
theM> crimes; and although most students of 
Ayrshire history must he familiar with the 
sketch allude<l to, it has been thought desir- 
able to append it here, notwithstanding one or 
two trifling inaccuracies in points of detail, so 
that nothing may be wanting to complete the 
story of a sequence of crimes that must always 
remain historical. 

8IR WALTER BCOTT'h NARRATTVR OF THE TRAGEDY 
or ArCHEXDRANE. 

John Mure, or Mure of Auchendrane, the 
contriver and executor of the following cruelties, 
was a gentleman of an ancient family and ^ood 
estate in the West of ScotUnd ; bold, ambttious. 



treacherous to the last degree, and ntierljr 
unconscientious — a Richard the Third in privat*- 
life, inaccessible alike to pity and to remorse. 
His view was to raise the power and extend the 
grandeur of his own family. This gentleman 
had married the daughter of Sir Thomas Ken- 
nedy of Bargany, who was, excepting the Earl 
of Cassillis, the most important person in idl 
Carrick, the district of Ayrshire which ho 
inhabited, and where the name of Kennedy held 
so great a sway as to give rise to the popular 
rhyme— 

Twist Wlirton and the town of Air, 
Portpatnck and the Croives of Crse, 

No man need think for to hide there 
Unlets he court Saint Kennedie. 



Now, Mure of Auchendrane, who had pro- 
mised himself hish advancement by means of 
his father-in-law, Bai^ny, saw, with envy and 
resentment, that his mfluence remained second 
and inferior to the House of Cassillis, chief of 
all the Kennedy's. The Earl was indeed a 
minor, but his authority was maintained and 
his affairs well managed by his uncle. Sir 
Thomas Kennedy of Culzean, brother to the do- 
ceased Earl,and tutor andguardian to thepreient. 
This worthy sentleman supported his nephew's 
dignity and the credit of the honse so effectoally 
that Bargany's consequence was much throwa 
in the shade, and the ambitious Auchendraas» 
his son-in-law, saw no better remedy than to- 
remove so formidable a rival as Culsean by 
violent means. 

For this purpoee, in the year of God 1507, hm 
came with a party of followers to the town of 
May bole (where Sir Thomas Kennedy of Culseaa 
then resided) and lay in ambush in an orchardt 
through which he knew his destined victim wa» 
to pass, in returning homewards from a house 
where he was engaged to sup. Sir Thomas 
Kennedy came alone and unattended, when ho 
was suddenly fired upon by Anchendrane and 
his accomplices, who, having missed their atm« 
drew their swords and rushM upon him to slay 
him, but the party thus assailed at disadvantags 
had the good fortune to hide himself for that 
time in a ruinous house, where he lay oonoealed 
till the inhabitanU of the place oame to his 
assistance. 

Sir Thomas Kennedy prosecuted Mure for 
this assault, who, finding himself in danger 
from the law, made a sort of apology and agree- 
mont with the LAird of Culsean, to whoso 
danghter he united his eldest son in testimony 
of the cloeest friendship in future. This agreo- 
mont was sincere on the part of Kennedy, who* 
after it had been enterecl into, showed hims^ 
Anohendrane's friood and assistant on all oooa- 
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MODS ; bot it was most false and treacherous on 
that of Mure, who continued to nourish the 
purpose of murderinff his new friend and ally 
cm the 6rst opportunity. - 

Auchendrane's first attempt to effect this was 
by means of the young Gilbert Kennedy of 
dargany (for old Bargany, Aucbendrane's 
father-in-law, was dea<l), whom he persuaded to 
brave the Earl of Cassillia, as one who usurped 
an undue influence over the rest of the name. 
Accordingly this hot-heade<I youth, at tho insti- 
gation of Auchendrane, rode ()ast the gate of 
the Karl of Cassillis without waiting on his 
chitff or sending him any message of civility. 
This led to mutual defiance, being regarded by 
the Earl, according to the ideas of tliu time, as 
a persimal insult. 6ot)i parties took tho field 
with their followers, at the head of about two 
hundre<l and fifty men on each side. The 
action which ensued was sliorter and less bloody 
than might have been expected. Young Har- 
gany, with the rashness of headlong courage, 
and Auchendrane, fired by deadly enmity to 
the house of Cassi.lis, made a precipitate attack 
on the Earl, whose men were strongly posted 
anil under cover. They were received by a 
heavy fire. Bargany was slain. Mure of 
Auchendrane, severely wounded in the thigh, 
became unable to sit his horse, and the leaders 
thus slain or disabled, their party drew off with- 
out continuing the action. It must be partic- 
ularly observed that Sir Thomas Kennedy 
remaineil neuter in this quarrel, considering his 
connexion with Auchendrane as too intimate 
even to l)e broken by his desire to assist his 
nephew. 

For this temperate and honourable conduct 
he met a vile reward ; for Auchendrane, in re- 
sentment of the loss of his relative l^rgany, 
and the downfall of his ambitious hopes, con- 
tinued his practices against the life of ^ir 
Thomas of Culzcaii, though totally innocent of 
contributing to either. Chance favoureti his 
wicke<l purpose. 

The Knight of Culzean, finding himself 
obliged to go to Edinburgh on a particular day, 
sent a message by a servant to Mure, in which 
he toM him, in the most unsuspecting confidence, 
tlie purpose of his journey, and name<l the roa<l 
which he proposed to Lake, inviting Mure to 
meet him at Ihippill, to the west of the town 
of Ayr, a place apiK>intcd for the purpose of 
giving him any commissions which he might 
havef()r Kdinburgh, and assuring his treacherous 
ally he would attend to any business which he 
might have in tho Scottish metropolis, at 
anxiously as to his own. Sir Thomas Kennedy's 
message was carried to the town of Maybole, 



where his messenger, for some trivial reason, 
had the import committed to writing by a 
schoolmaster in that town, and despatclied it to 
its destination by means of a poor student, 
named Dairy m pie, instead of carrying it to the 
house of Auchendrane in person. 

This suggested to Mure a dialK)lical plot. 
Having thus received ti<lings of Sir Thomas 
Kennedy's motions, he conceived the infernal 
purpose of having the conti*ling friend who sent 
the infornuition, waylaid and murdered at the 
place appointed to meet with him, not <»nly in 
iriondsnip, but for the purp)se of rendering liim 
service. He di.smis«ied ttie niessen^jer Dairy niple, 
cautioning the lad to carry back the letter to 
Maybole, and to say that he ha<l not found him, 
Auchendrane, in hid house. Having taken this 

{irccaution, ho proceeded to instigate the 
>rothfr of the shiin (Jilbert of Bargany, Thonuis 
Kennedy of Druni-urgliio by name, ancl Waller 
Mure of Cloncaird, a kinsman of his own, to 
take this opportunity of reven^Mng Bai^^any's 
deatli. The fiery y<iuiig men were easily in- 
duced to umlertake tlie crime. They waylaiil 
the unsuspecting Sir Thomas of Cul/.e n at the 
place appointed to meet the trailer .\uchen- 
drane, and the murderers having in compiny 
five or six servants, well mounted and armed, 
assaulted and cruelly murdered him with many 
wounds. They tlien plundered the dead c«»rpj4e 
of his purse, containing a tiiousand merks in 
cold, cutoff the gold buttons which he wore on 
his coat, and de«p<>iled the body of some valu- 
able rings and jewels. 

The revenge due for his uncle's murder was 
keenly pursued by the Karl of C is.-*illis. As 
the murderers fled from trial tliey were de- 
clared outlaws ; which d«)om, iH'iug pronounced 
by three blasts of a horn, was called ** l>eing 
put to the horn and *leclare«l the King's relu'l." 
Mure of Auchendrane was strongly suspect e»l 
of having l>een the instigator of the crime. But 
he conceived there could l>e no evitleuco to 
prove his guilt if he could keep tlie U»y Dal- 
rj'mple out of the way, who delivereil tlie letter 
which made him ac<iuainted with C'ulzean's 
journey, and the place at which he nnaut to 
halt. On the contr.iry, he saw that if the la«i 
couhl }ye pro«luced at the trial, it would afford 
ground of fatal presumption, since it could l>e 
then prove<l that jH'rsons so nearlv connected 
with him as Kennedy and (/loncaird had left 
his house, and c<mimitte<l the murder at the 
very spot which Culzean hail fixed for their 
meeting. 

To avoid this imminent dangt r. Mure bn ught 
Dalryinplc to his house, and detained him there 
for sereral weeks. But the youth tiring of his 
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confinement, Mure sent him to reside with a 
friend, Montgomery of Skelmorly, who main- 
tained him under a borrowed name, amid the 
desert rc^^ions of the then ahnoHt savage JHland 
of Arran. Being confulent in the alwence of 
this material witness, Auclicndrane, instead of 
flying, like his agents, Drum-urghie ami Clon- 
caird, presented liimsclf boldly at the l)ar, de- 
mandeil a fair trial, an<l offered his pci-son in 
coml^at to the death against any of Lord Cas- 
aillis' friends who might impugn his innocence. 
This auilacity was successful, and he was dis- 
missed without trial. 

Still, however, Mure did not consider him- 
self safe, HO long as Dalrymple was wit inn the 
realm of Scotlan<l ; an<l the danger grew more 
pressing when he harned that the la<l ha<l 
oecome im(>atient of the restraint which he 
sustained in the island of Arnin, and returned 
to some of hi>« friends in Ayi shire. Mure no 
•ooner heanl of this than he again obtainetl 
possession of the lM)y's |>erson, and a second 
time concealed him at Auchen<lrane, until he 
found an opportunity to trans(>ort him to the 
Low Countries, where he contrive<l to have him 
unlisted in Ruccleuch's regiment ; trusting, 
<ioubtless, that some of the numeroiM chances 
of war might <lestroy the poor young mm, 
whose life was so dangerous to him. 

But after five or six years' uncertain safety, 
bought at the exi>ense of so much violence and 
cunning, Auchenarane's fears were exasperate*! 
into frenzy when he fcmnd this dangerous 
witness, having escai>e<l from all the perils of 
climate and l>attle, lia<l left, or l>een discharged 
from, the !>>gion of lk>rdcrers, and ha<l again 
«ccomi)lii«he«l his return to Ayrshire. There is 
ground to su^|)ect that Dalrymple knew the 
nature of the hold which he ]>ossessed over 
Auchendrane, and Wiis desin)us of extort iug 
from his fears some letter provision than he 
hail found either in Arran or the Netherlands. 
But if S4^>, it was a fatal experiment to uimpcr 
with the fears of such a man as Auchendrane, 
who detennine*! to rid himself eflfectually of 
this utdiappy younj; man. 

Mure now lodged him in a house of his own 
calletl C'hai>eldonan, tenanted by a vassal and 
connexion of his, calle*! James Bannatyne. 
This man he connnis9ione<l to meet him at ten 
o'clock at night on the sea-sands near ^lirxTin, 
and bring with him the unfortunate Ihilrymple, 
the object of his fear and tlrcad. The victim 
teems to have come with Rinnatyne without 
the least suspicion, though such might 
have l>ecn raised by the time and placH* 
Ap|>ointe<l for the meeting. When Ikmnatyno 
and Dalrymple came to the ap])ointod spot, 



Auchen<lrane met them, accomiwnied by hia 
eldest son, James. Old Auchendrane, having 
taken B»innatyne aside, imparted his blrxMly 
purpose of ridding himself of Dalrym}ile for- 
ever, bv murdering him on the spot. His o^au 
life and honour were, he sjiid, en<langere«l by 
the manner in which this inconvenient witness 
repeatedly thrust himself Kick into Ayrshire, 
and nothing could secure his safety but taking 
the lad's life, in which action he re<ju«*sted 
Bannatyne's assistance. Bantuitync felt some 
compun<-tion, and remonstrate*! against the 
cruel expe<!ient, saving it would Ihj !>eiter to 
transport Dalrymple to Ireland, and take pre- 
cautions against his return. While <d*! Auchcn- 
dnme seeme*! dis|)osed to listen to tliis pn>- 
posal, his son concluded tliat the time was 
come for accomplishing the purpose t»f their 
meeting; and without waiting the termination 
of his father's conference with Bannatyne, he 
suddenly rushei! on Dalrymple, l>eat him to tlio 
ground, and kneeling down on him, with his 
father's assistance, accomplished the crime liy 
strangling the unhappy object of their fear and 
jealousy, l^innatyne, the witness, and p^irtly 
the accomplice of the murder, assisted tl»em in 
their attempt to make a hole in the 8an«l with 
a spade which they had brought on purpose, in 
orcier to conceal the dea<! uo<!y. But as the 
tide was coming in, the holes which they maile 
fi!!e<! with water l>cfore they couh! get the )>ot!y 
burie<l, and thegnmnd secn.ed to their tenifie<l 
consciences to refuse to lie accessory to conceal- 
ing their crime. Despairing of hiding the 
corpse in tlie manner they pro|x>se<l, the 
murdert?rs carrie<l it out into the Hca as tlet'p as 
thev dared wade, and theie al>an«loned it to the 
billows, trusting that a wind, which was blow- 
ing off the shore, would drive these remains of 
tlieir crime out to sea, where they would never 
more lie heard of. But the sea, as well as Uie 
land, B(^eme<l unwilling to conceal their cruelty. 
And after floating for some hours or days the 
dea*! Inxly was, by the wind and tide, again 
<!riven on shore, near the verj* 8|>ot wlicre the 
murder had lieen committed. 

Tliis attracte<! general attention, and when 
the coq)se was known to l>c that of the same 
William l>alrymple— whom Auchendrane had 
to often spirited out of the country, orconcealetl 
when he was in it— a strong and general suspicion 
arose, that this young person had met with 
foul play from the liold Imu! man who had sliown 
himself so much interested in his al>sencc. It 
was always saitl or supposed that the dea<l \^ody 
had b!e«l at the approach of a grandchild of 
Mure of Auchendrane, a girl who, from curiocitv, 
IumI come to look at a sight which others crowd- 
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«d to see. Tho bleeding of a murdered corpse 
At the touch of tho murderer, wahq thing at that 
time Ml much believe«1, that it wasudiiiittc.l tin a 
pm(»f of guilt ; but I kno«r no curiv, aavi: that of 
Auchendriinc, in which the [iheiioinun«ui w.is 
•npposeil to have extended to the approtieh of the 
innocent kindred ; nor do I think that the fact 
itself, though mentioned l>y ancient hiwyerH, wad 
ever admitted to proof in tlie proccetlings 
against Auchendrane. 

It is C(*rtain, hciwever, that Aucliendrane 
found himself so much the object of suspicion 
from this new crime, that lie res4^>lve«l to fly 
fmin justice, ami sutTer him9<*lf to be declaretl a 
rel>el and outlaw rather t)ian face a tnal. Hut 
his conduct in preparing to cover his fliglit with 
another motive than the real one, is a curious 
picture of the men and manners of the times. 
He knew well that if he were to shun his trial 
for the munler of Dalrymple, the whule coun- 
try* would consider him ad a man guilty of a 
mean and disgraceful crime, in putting to death 
an obscure lad, ai^ainst whom hi* IukI no per* 
soiial quarreL He knew, iMfsides, tliat his 
powerful friends, who would have interceded 
fur him had his offence been merely burning a 
honae, or killing a neighlxiur, woufd not plead 
for, or stand by, him ni so pitiful a concern as 
the slaughter of this wretched wanderer. 

Accordingly Mure sought to provide himself 
with some ostensible cause for avoiding law, 
with which the feelings of his kimlrcd and 
friends might sympathise : and none occured to 
him BO natural as an assault uixm some friend 
and a<lherent of the Karl of Cossillis. Sliould 
he kill snch a one, it wouhl l>e indeed an unlaw- 
ful action, but so far from lieing infamous, 
would be a(.*counted the uatunil conse<iuence of 
the avowed quarrel between the families. 

With this puri)08e. Mure, with the assiAtance 
of a relation, of whom he seems always to have 
had some ready to execute his worst ]nirposeB, 
beset Hugh Kenue<iy of liarriehorn, a follower 
of the Karl's, against whom they ha«l si>ccial 
ill-will, fired their pistols at him, an«l use<l 
other means to put him to death. Hut (Carrie- 
horn, a stout-heailed man, defended himself in 
a rerv different manner from the iinfortuiiate 
Knight of Culzean, and l>cat off the assailants, 
wounding young Auchendrane in the right hand, 
so that he well nigh lost the use of it. 

Hut though Auchindrane*H purpose did not 
entirely succce<l, he availeil liimself of it to 
circulate a report, that if he could obtain a 
pardon for firing upon his feudal enemy with pis- 
tob, weapons declare<l unlawful bv Act of I'ar- 
liament, he would willingly stand his trial for 
Uie death of Dalrymple, re8|>ecting wliicli he 



protested his total innocence. The King, how- 
ever, was decidedly of o]>ini(m that the Mures, 
lK»th father ami »on, were alike guilt}* of Iwith 
crimes, and used intercession will; the Karl of 
Al>erconi, as a (hM'sou of ixiwer in these western 
counties, as well as in Ireliind, to arrest and 
tmnsiiiic thciii prisoners to Kdinburgli. In con- 
sc<|Uencc of the Karl's exertions, oM Auchen- 
drane was made prisoner, and lodged in the 
tollH>oth of Kdinburgli. 

Young Aucheiiilrane no sooner heard iliat his 
father wtis in custody, than he l)ccatne as ap- 
wrehensive of Hannatyne, tl»e accomplice in 
Dalryniple's nnirder, telling tales, as ever his 
father had lK*en of l)alrymple. He, theref<»re, 
hastened to him, and prevailed on him to ]kiss 
over for a while to the neighlKiuring coast <»f 
Ireland, finding him money and means to ac- 
complish the voyage, and engaging in the mean- 
time to take care of his uflUii's in Smtland. 
Secure, as they thought, in this precaution, old 
Auchendrane ]K.>rsisted in his iimiK'ence, and his 
son found security to stand his trial. Both ap- 
peared with the same conlidence at the day 
appointed, and braved the public just ie*'. hoping 
tol)eputtoa fonnal trial, in which Aui.-lten- 
dranc rt^ckoned u]K>n an ac(|uittal lor want of 
the evidence which he had remove*!. The trial 
was, however, ]K*.Mponed, and Mure the elder 
was ilismisseil, under higli security to return 
when called for. 

Hut King James, lieing convinced of tlic guilt 
of the accusetl, ordereil young Auchendrane, 
instca«l of Iteing bent to trial, to Ih.* examined 
under the force of torture, in order to compel 
him to tell whatever he knew of the thintjs 
chargcil against him. He was accordingly 
sevei*ely tortui"etl, but the result only 8erve<l 
to shew that such examinations are as useless 
as they arc cruel. A man of weak resolution, 
or of nervous habit, would proUiMy have 
assentcil to any ct>nfe»>ion, however false, 
rather than have enduretl the extninity of 
fear ami (Niin to which Mure wa» subjected. 
Hut young Auchentlnme, a strong and ileter- 
mined rutiian, endured the tortuie \iith the 
utmost firnmess, and by the constant audacity 
with which, in spite of the intolerable i>ain, 
he continued to assert his inncKenco, he spread 
so favourable an opinitm of his i-ase, that tlic 
detaining him in prison, instead «>f biiii^in|; 
him to oj)en trial, was censured as si-vere ana 
oppressive. James, however, reniaine<l Hrmly 
persuiuled of his guilt, ami by an exertion of 
authority <j[uite inconsistent with our present 
laws, commanded young Auchen<lrane to l»e 
still detained in close custodv till further light 
could In.' thrown on these dark proceedings. 
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He iK-as detained accordingly by the King's 
express pertfonal command, and against the 
opinion even of his privy councillors. This 
exertion of authority was much murmured 
against. 

In the meantime old Auchendrane, being, as 
we have seen, at lil^erty on pledges, skulked 
alx>ut in the west, feeling how little security h« 
had gained by Dalrymple's murder, and that 
he had phtoe<l himself by that crime in 
the pfiwer of Ikinnatyne, whose evidence con- 
cerning the «leat!i (»f Dalrymple could not be 
less fatal than wluit Dalrymple might have 
toM concerning Auchendrane's accession to the 
conspiracy against Sir Tiiomiis Kenne<ly of 
Culzean. But though the event had shewn the 
error of his wickeil iK>licy, Anchendrane could 
think of no l>etter uukIc in this case than that 
whicli had failtMl in relation to Dalrymple. 
When any man's life l)ecame inconsistent with 
his own Hitfely, no itlea seems to have occurred 
to this inveterate rutlian save to nmrder tl»e 
pers«>n by whr»ni he might himself l>e in any 
way endangered. He therefore atlemptetl the 
life of .lanws n;uinatyne by more agents tlmn 
one. Nay, he had nearly ripened a plan by 
which one IVnnyeuke wan to l>e employed to 
slay l»iiinatyno, while, after the deed was 
done, it wa-s devised that Mure of Auchmull, a 
connexion of Bmnatyne, should l>e instigated 
to slay INnnycuke ; and thus close up this iiain 
of murders by one, which, Mowing in the 
ordinary i-oursu of deadly feud, should liave 
noihiri'4 in it s<i {Kirticular as to attract much 
attentinn. 

Hut the justice of Heaven would War this 
complii-ated train of iniquity no h>nger. Uan- 
natyne, knowing with what siirt of men \\r lia»l 
to deal. k«pt on liis guard. an«l, by his eaution, 
dise<:uu'«rt«'d mure than one attempt t«» take his 
life, while an<»ther niiscarrietl by tlie remotM* of 
IVnnycuke, the agent whom Mure em,iloyed. 
At lenu'tli ll.innaiyne, tiring of this stale of 
inAeeiiMty. and in dt-sfKiir of escaping such 
rcpeal^'d plots, and also feeling reinorM' for 
the ejim»s to which he had Ikh-'U accessory, 
resolved rathr to submit himself to the 
sevcrily «>f the law. than remain the objtet 
of the pnnrjpil eriminars practices. H«' sur- 
rendereil hims«-If to the Karl of AU'reorn, and 
wan t^an^JXlrted to Kdinburgh, >% here he con- 
fessed 1m tore the King anil council all tl»o 
particular^ of the munler of Dalrymple. ami 
the attempt to hide his \toi\y by commit ling it 
to the s«'a. 

When ISannatyne was confronted with the 
two Mures U'fore the Privy Council, they 
denied with vehemence every part of the evi- 



dence he had given, and affirmed that the 
witiu'ss had been bril>ed to destroy them by a 
false tale. Bannatyue*s liehaviour seemed 
sincere and simple, that of Auchendrane more 
resolute and crafty. The wretched accomplice 
fell upon his knees, invoking God to witness 
that all the land in Scotland couhl not liave 
bribed him to bring a false accusation against 
a master whom he had served, loved, and 
followed in so many dangers, an<l calling upon 
Auchendrane to honour Gotl by cH)nfessing the 
crime he had committed. Mure the cider, on 
the other hand, lioldly replied, that he hopeil 
God would not so far forstike him as to permit 
him to confess a crime of which he Mas innocent, 
and exhorted Hannatyne in his turn to confess 
the practices by which he ha<l been imlnceil to 
devise such falsehoods against him. 

The two Mures, father and s*m, were there- 
fore put upon their solemn trial in Kill, and» 
after a gf>otl deal of evidence hatl been brought 
in support of Bannalyne's confession, all three 
were found guilty. The elder Auchendrane 
wa"* convicted of counselling and directing the 
murder of Sir Thomas Kennedy of Culzean, and 
also of the actual munler of the lad Dalrymple. 
Biinnatyne and the younger Mure were found 
guilty of the latter crime, and all three were 
sentenced to l>e l)ehca<led. Baiinatyne, how- 
ever, the accomplice, receive<l the King s par- 
don in conserjuence of his voluntary surrender 
and confession. The two Mures were l»oth 
executed. The younger was atfected by the 
remonstrances of the clergy who attended him, 
ami he confesiied the guilt of which he wan 
accused. The father, also, was at length 
brought to avow the fact, but in other respects 
died as impenitent as he ha«l lived ; .tndsoendetl 
this dark and extraordinary tragetly." 

NoTK. — No doubt, as Sir Walter Scott sa^ii, 
the putting of dames Mure to the torture wa« 
dc»ne at the <lirect order of the King ; but the 
Mf»narch was instigate<l to this course by the 
Karl of Ca«ftillis, whose letter to the King is 
still preserve<l in a manuscript volume in iho 
Advocates Libniry, and runs thus : - 

.Most S\ruKi) Sovkki:h;n, — 

It may please your gracious 
Majesty, I have taken this iKildnes^s, ii|Min the 
further trial <»f the treacherous nmr ierers of 
my uncle, the l*aird of Culzean, and of the boy 
wli<» carried the letter of his tlyett, c(»mmittc<l 
by the I^iird of Auchendrane and his stm ; ami 
now further cleared by the L'reat pains and care 
of my Ijonl Chancellor, who has bmught them to 
such ctmtradictions in their depositions that all 
inditfercnt men may be per8uade«l of their ^oilti- 
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of both these murders. Nothwithstaodinff 
whereof, they ttill continue in ane deniaL I 
would most hnmblv beseech Your Majesty that 
it might \ e your Majesty's gracious pleasure to 
grant a warrant to the Chancellor and Council 
of Scotland to put them to the Boots, where 
through they may be brought to a more evident 
confession. So, most heartily wishing Your 
^Iaje«ty long prosperity and happiness for ever, 
— I remain. Your Majesty's most humble 
Servant and subject, 

Cassillis. 
Edinburgh, the third day of 
December, 1608. 

To the Kino, his maist excellent 
Majestie. 

l^OTK. — While the Earl of Cassillis was thus 
endeavouring to accomplish his end by stim- 
ulating to the most rigorous conceivable 
methods of extorting confession, he had been, 
at the same time, making doubly sure. 
Satisfied of the guilt of the Mures, he had 
not neglected revenge in the ordinary feudal 
way, in the event of the criminal proceedings 
miscarrying; and he ha<l therefore concluded 
an agreement with his brotlier, the Master of 
CiUHMillis, for the assassination of the Laird of 
Auchen^lrane, on the terms of the following 
bond: — 

" We, Johne Earle of Cassillis, Lord 
Kennedy, &c.. Binds and Obliges us, that how- 
soon our brother Hew Kennedy of Brounstoun, 
with hi9 complices, takes The Laird op 
Auchendrane's life, that we shall make good 
and thankful payment to liim nnd them of the 
sum of twelve hundred merks, yearly, together 
with come to six horses, aye and until we 
receive them in household with oursel : 
Beginning the first payment immediately after 
their committing of the said deed. Attour 
(i.t.f moreover) howsoon we receive them in 
household we shall pay to the two serving 

gentlemen the fees, yearly, as our own house- 
old servants. And hereto we oblige us, upon 
our honour. Subscribed with our hand at 
Matbol£« the 3rd day of September, 1602. 

JouNE Erle op Cassilus."] 

July 17, 1611. — JoHNXE Mure of Auchen- 
drane, elder ; James Mure, younger of Auch- 
endrane ; and James Bannatyne of Chapel- 
donalL 

Dilaitit of art and part of the treasonable 
Murder of the deceased Sir Thomas Kenntdik 
ol Cnlzean, Knight, Tutor of Cassillis, under 
Trust, Jbc, committed by the said Johnne Mure 
of Anchendrane, elder, in form and manner and 
M the special time set down in his Dittay. And 



also, for the treasonable murder of the deceased 
Williame Dalrumpill, in Air; committed by 
the said Johnne Mure, elder of Aucliendia'.ie, 
James Mure, younger of Auchendraiio, and 
James Bannatvne, in form and manner also con- 
tained in the Dittay, pro<luced by our sovereign 
lord's Advocate against them. 

PrRsuKRS. — .Tames Kennydie of Ciilzean, as 
son to the deceatied Sir Thomas Kennydie of 
Culzean, Knight, Tutor of Cassillis ; Bessie 
Dalrumpill, as mother to the deceased Williame 
Dalrumpill ; Sir Thomas Hammiltoun of Byres, 
Knight, Advocate to our sovereign lord for his 
highness' interest. 

Frelocutors for the peilsons on paxnell. 
— Mr Johnne Russell, advocate ; Mr Tliomas 
Nicolsone, advocate ; Joseph Miller, advocate. 

My lord Advocate produced the Dittay 
under-written : — 

Dittau a/jaiuAt Johnne Murf\ e/drr of Aiichen- 
arane; Jam^Ji Murfy ynnnftr of Auchen' 
drane ; and Jamcn Baunatyii'^y uomtfime in 
Chajyeldonant. 

JouNE Mi'RE, elder of Auchcndrane, James 
Mure, younger of Auohendrane, and .lames 
Bannatyne, sometime in Cliapeldonanc, Yt*, and 
every one of you, for your own iwrts n•^|)ec- 
tively, are Indicted and accused of the heinous, 
cruel, and treasonable crimes underwritten ; 
FoRASMrcn as by Act of Parliament, made by 
our sovereign lord and Kstates of this Ivinj^tlom, 
in the month of .July l.'iST yeai-s, cup. .">!, it is 
statute and ordained, that tlie niunicr or 
slaughter of whatsomever our soverei^^n lord's 
lieges, where the i>arty sbiin is un«ler the trust, 
credit, assurance, and power of tlie slayer, all 
such Murder and Slaughter to l>c comnutled 
after the date of the siiid Act, the same Wing 
lawfully tried ami the person «iilaitit, found 
guilty by an Assyse thereof, shall Ik? Treason ; 
and the persons found culpable shall forfeit life, 
lands, and goods. And tuik it is that ye, 
the said Johnne Mure, elder of Aiul* n»lrane, 
having, without any just cause, etuispiivd the 
Slurtler of the deceased Sir Thomas Kk.nvkdib 
of Culzean, Knight, in the month of Januar, or 
thereby, 1597 years, liccompauied w itii seven or 
eight of your complices in the »*;ii.l enterprise, 
came to theTowne of MayUde, and Iwing surely 
informed that the said Sir Thomas was then 
supping, upon the , . dav of the said month 
of Januar, in the house of ^^ir Tliomas Nisln't in 
Maybole, and was to pass, after supjKT, from 
that part to his own house ; ye, and your said 
oomplicce, bodin in feir of weir (i.f., arrayed in 
warUke manner), with hagbuts and pistolcts* 
aad other forbidden and unlawful weapons 
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daimit [i.e., concealed) yoaraelf, under silence 
of night, about nine or ten hours at eren, in an 
obscure place by the which the said Sir Thomas 
Kennedie's passage lay ; and, so soon as ye 
perceived him, ye fiercely set upon him, pursued 
nim with all violence and cruelty for his slaugh- 
ter, shot and fire<l at him a great number of 
shots of hagbuts and piatoleU, aud still chased 
and pursu^ him, until by the Providence ef 
God and relief of honest neighbours, he was de- 
livere<l from your cruelty. For the which wild 
and barbarous offence, ye beinff summoned to 
underly the Uw, (was) forced by your own 
notour guiltiness to go to the home. That 
feud and enmity was shoitly thereafter removed, 
not only by public and sworn reconciliation 
matle betwixt the said Sir Thomas Kennedie 
and you, the said Johne Mure of Auchendrane, 
hut also confirmed and strengthened, by alliance 
and marriage of your eldest son upon the said 
Sir Thomas his daughter ; whereoy the said 
deceased Sir Thomas was drawn under such 
trust, assurance, and friendship with you that 
he, lipniug (i.^., trusting) altogether to the 
aame, upon the tenth dav of May the year of 
<iod 1602 years, being of intention to ride to 
Edinburgh for his lawful buniness and having 
no less care of your tumis (i.f.t affairs) than oT 
his own, he sent his servant Lancelot Kenneilie 
to write advertisement to you, that he was to 
take his journey towards Edinburgh upon the 
next day, which was the eleventh day of May 
1602 years or thereby ; to the effect ve might 
meet him upon the way, at the Duppill, a little 
be- west the burgh of Aire, aud inform him of 
such bunincss as ve would desire him to do for 
you in Edinburgh, which advertisement, being 
written at desiie of the said Lancelot Kenntnlie, 
by Mr Robert Mure, then scho<jlmaHtcr of Aire, 
your kinsman, he sent that his Letter to you, 
with a scholar boy, being in bis school for the 
time, called Williame Dalrunipill ; whicli letter 
coming to your liands that afternoon that it was 
written, the deceased Walter Mure in Cloncaird 
being then in company with you, in your place 
of Auchendrane, ye dispatched back the said 
Williame l>alrunipill, in liaste, directing him to 
return to Maybole with diligence, and to tleny 
that he ha^l met with you, or delivcre<l the 
Letter to you ; And incontment thereafter, 
consulte<l and resolved with the sai«l (leceased 
Walter Mure of Cloncaird, to advertise Thomas 
Kennetlie of Druniuniuhie, your gude-brother 
{Le.f brother-in-law) of the certainty of the said 
decease<I Sir Thomas Krnneilie of Culzean's 
journey, and of the way which he intende<l to 
ride, atl vising the said Tb(*nias Kennedie of 
Drumurrinhie to use that occasion to Munler 



the said Laird of Culzean, in revenge of tb« 
Slaughter of the deceased Laird of Barganie; 
whereof the said Laird of Culzean was alto- 
cether innocent ; And conform to your said 
devilish resolution, ye, havins advertised and 
persuaded, and instigated the said Thomas 
Kennedie of Drumurquhie to enterprise ths 
said treasonable Murder, as well by your mes- 
sage sent to him at by another Letter sent by 
you to him with . . . Makadam, your eldest 
son's servant for the time ; the said Thomas 
Kennedie of Drumurquhie and the said deceased 
Walter Mure of Cloncaird, accompanied with 
five or six of their complices, umbeset the taid 
deceased Sir Thomas nis highway, near ths 
part where he had trysted to meet you, and 
upon the said eleventh day of May 1002 yean, 
by your ailvertisement, council, and instigatioo 
foresaid, cruelly and treasonably Murdere<l and 
slew him, under trust, credit, and assurance; 
of your causing, command, counsel, and rats- 
habition (i.e., confirmation); for the whidi 
treasonable crime the said Thomas Kennedis 
stands forfaltit by Act of Parliament. Not- 
withstanding whereof ye, at all times since ths 
said treasonable Munler, assisted aud supp(»rted 
the said Thomas Kenne<lie, both uiihiA 
this country and since his going forth thereof; 
and have kept ordinary intelligence and corres- 
pondence with him. And ye, the said Johns 
Mure of Auchendrane, as art and pari of ths 
said cruel and treasonable Murder, ou|^t 
and should be forfaltit, and underly the punish- 
ment of treason for the same. Like as, js, 
fearins the discovery of your guiltinesa of ths 
said Treasonable Murder, by the taking, trial, 
and examination of the said Williame Dalrum- 
pill, for eschewing thereof, ye caused quietly 
convey him to your place of Auchendrans, 
immediately after the said Munler ; and cantsd 
your wife keep him quiet, sometimes within 
the same bam and sometimes in the tumpiks- 
heid (t.f., the top of the circular staircase;) 
appointing James Cuninghame, your servant* 
to carry his meat to him for the most part, and 
to lie in be<l with liim ; keeping him very aaist 
and secret from all others. And nevertheiesi^ 
finding that, partly by his wearying to be kept 
as a close prisoner, and partly by the diaooveiy 
by some of your servant*, who got knowledgs 
oi his )>eing m your house, that he might bs 
more publicly discovere<l, and ye thereby trisd 
(ft.f.. found on trial) guilty of the said Murdsr» 
ye sent him to Loch Ransay in Arrane, to ths 
Lainl of Skclmurlie, (Sir Robert MontgomsfyK 
your friend (i.f., your blood relation), oonvoysd 
by your servants, Johne Mure, called ih€ Barcm^ 
ancf James (Gordon, now stabler in Kdinbnrgh^ 
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and At that time your houtehold servftnt ; where 
he, beinff detaiaed for your cause, a long space, 
jmd he likewise wearying to remain in aToarbar- 
COS ooontry, among mde people, who nothing 
regarded him, being a stranger to them, living 
under a counterfeit name of Williame Mure, as 
je had directed him ; after some discord be- 
twixt him and one of the Laird of Skelmurlie's 
eerrants, he came back to you to Auchendrane, 
where ^ou caused keep him darned {i.e., con- 
cealed) in the bam and turopike-beid respec- 
tirely, till you learned that your friend, James 
Mare of Fleit, was ffoing to the Warres in the 
Low Countries ; and then ye, by yourself and 
yonr Lady, persuaded the said James to take 
the Mid Williame to Flanders with him ; which 
ha consenting to do, your wife gave U) the said 
James a naig, to help to make the said Wil- 
liame's expenses ; and ye recommended to him 
the careful and safe transport of the said 
Williame Dalmmpill, and sent the said James 
€k>rdoan, your servant, to convoy them, and 
await upon them, to the Place of CauUlwell, on 
their w&yto Leith. Like as, the said James 
Mare of fleit sent the said Williame to Flan- 
ders to the Warns; where he served divers years, 
and received divers wounds, and sustained 
many other miseries in the same. Where- 
through he, becoming desirous to return to his 
native country, ye no sooner heard of his hame- 
coming, but incontinent thereafter ye sent for 
him to the dwellinff-house of Walter Mure in 
Glenheid of Auchenurane ; and thereafter upon 

the day of September, or thereoy, 

the year of God 1607 years, ye directed the 
Mid James Cuninghame, your servant, to con- 
voy him from the said House of Olenheid to 
James Bannat^e*s house of Chapel- Donald; and 
casting you (i.e., contriving) to foresather with 
him by the way, ye, the said John Mure, elder 
of Auchendrane, and ye, the said James Mure, 
eldest son and apparent heir of the said Johne 
Mure, elder of Auchendrane, meeting with the 
said Williame Dalrumpill in the highway, 
betwixt Auchendnine and Chapel-Donald, ye 
kept company with him by the space of eight 
miles, and held divers purpoiies, speeches, and 
conferences with him ; tried of him the estate 
of the Low Countries, and sundry other matters; 
till ye, coming altogether to the house of 
Chapel-Donald, ye the said Lairds of Auchen- 
drane, desired tlie said James Hannatyne to 
keep the said Williame Dalrumpill, whom ye 
then named ' Williame Montgommerie' till be 
should understand further of your purpose ; 
and sending upon the morn thereafter, oeing 

Saturday tlie day of September 

1607 years, for the said James Bannatyne,ye, the 



said Johne Mure, elder of Auchindrane, desired 
him to bring to you to the sands of Girvan the 
said Williame, about ten hours at even; wherein 
he obeyinff \ ou, at his coming with the said 
Williame, he and you, the said John Mure of 
Auchtoidrane, and James Mure, your eldest 
lawful son attending them ; and at your meet- 
ing, ye, the said James Mure demanding 
where the boy was? And the said James 
Bannatyne, shewing to you where he bad lighted 
from behind him (t.e., aliffhted from horseback 
on which Bannatyne and Dairy mplo ha<l ' rode 
double') he passed forward to you, the said 
Johne Mure, elder of Auchendrane ; who, 
shewing to him that boy was he who brought' 
to you the letter of advertisement of Culzean's 
diet before hi) Murder, and that ye having used 
divers means to put him by the way, for 
eschewing the discovery of your part and guilti- 
ness of the said Murder, he still relumed 
within the country ; whereby ye, fearing that 
he should be the means of your wreck, yo were 
forced to resolve to make quit of him. And 
the said James Bannatyne, persuading yoa 
rather to ffive him somewhat and send him away 
of new, when, as he had almost persuailed you* 
and that he and ye were returning towards 
your son, to move him to allow of the said re- 
solution, eo soon as ye approached near unto him, 
he cruelly invaded the said Williame Dalrum- 
pill for his Slaughter, rusheil him to the 
sround, and, setting his knees upon his arms, 
he put his hands in the said Williame's throat, 
ana therewith worried and slew him. In the 
which fact, ye, the said Johne Mure, elder of 
Auchendrane, helped, with your own bunds to 
hold him down and smore (t.e., smotlit-r, suffo- 
cate) him. And incontinent thereafter ye, the 
said Johne Mure, elder of Auchendraue, and 
James Mure, your son, and ye, the said James 
Bannatyne, taking a spade and schule, ready 
prepareil by the said James Mure for the pur- 
pose, cast (i.e., dug) holes in the sand to have 
Duried him; which still shutting, and Hlling with 
sand and water, so that ye were not able to get 
his corpse covereil, ye, the said James Mure, 
younger of Auchendrane, and James Banna- 
tyne carried his dead corpse in the sea, so far 
as ye could wade, and left his coqxM tliere to 
be carried to the main sea by an outerly (i.f., 
off-shore) wind ; notwithstautling whereof, 
within five or Ax day4 thereafter, the wind and 
tide brooffht back the dead corpse of the said 
deceased Williame near to the part where ye 
had munlered him. Which being trieil, (i.e. 
investigatetl) and the authors of his murder 
reeearuhe«l, bv all lawful means, the constant 
and universal bruit (i.e., report) of the whole 
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people of the country blamed you, and 
every one of you, of the same. Like as, 
in truth and in verity, ye three are the 
very and only Muiderers and Slayers of 
the said deceased Williame Dalnimpill, under 
your trust, credit, assurance, and power ; in 
respect that he was known to you, the said 
Johne Mure, elder of Auchendrane, at the times 
and in manner l)cfore specified ; and was not 
only known to you, the said James Mure, 
younger of Auchen<lrane, when he was a 
scholar in Maybole, and when he was kept in 
the place of Auchendrane, in Anno 16(>2 years, 
before his going to Arnin, and after his back- 
coming tlicrefrom to Auchendrane ; but also at 
his going from (Jlenheid to Chapel -Donald, 
when ye, the s<iid Johne Mure of Auchen- 
drane, antl James Muro, your eldest son, con- 
voyed him to the house of Chapel -Donald, 
recommended him to the said James Iktnna- 
tyne, an*l left him in the keeping of the siiid 
«i«nies Rmuiityne ; and thereafter sent for him 
to come to you to the sands of (Jirvan ; >%hich 
roMHHgu he oIh yed, and most willingly and 
readily <*ame to you; when he, Ix'ing un«ieryour 
trust, credit. a>suran<'e, and |)<)wer, ye treason- 
ably slew and murdered him in manner al)ove 
written. An<l you, and every one of you are 
art and |)a!t ll.ore<»f, an<l ought to 1k.» De<'emed 
to forfeit life, land«, and gfxxls, and to amit all 
lands, herita;:* s, taeks, 8l<'adin;^s, n>om«, pos- 
session:*, tieihU, corne?*, eat tie, '(kmIs and gear, 
titles, profiiH, eomTiioililies, and rights whatfw>- 
ever, directly or indirectly iK'rtainiug to you, or 
either of yoii, at the committing of the K^id 
Mur<hTS or m n^yne, or to the which ye, or any 
of you, had ri^'lit, claim, or action. 
[NoTK. rii»' Mures contested the relevancy of 
the iiuli'liiH nl in a nundnT of particular.*, the 
recitation oi uliich dm'S not seem nece?wary to 
the pur|H>-<s of this compilation. In every 
in«tanc«- ilitir contcnti«»na were rep<?lled, amla 
Jury, c«»mi>«»!«e<l entirely of genth'men uncon- 
nected with AyrNhire, or with th»j MureH, im- 
pannellfd. Thereafter a large numU'rofdepo- 
sition't wrn- ••tibtnitted to prove the receipt of 
•Sir TlMunaH K»-iuhm1y'h letter by Mure, chler. 
Mun**rt knowh'il^e of Culwan's murder, the 
keepitiLTof Willi.une Dalnimpill in the house of 
Auchendrane, the sending of Dalrumpill to 
Arran, th«'nto Flanders; DalrumniU'sri'sidenee 
at the houw of Walter Mure of (Jlenheid on his 
return from the Iv)W Countries: the brintjingof 
Dalrumpill from Clenheid to ChnjMl- Donald, 
and fn>m that to the Cir^'an shore, and the 
connivance of James Mure in guilty know- 
ledge, and afterwar<1t in the murder of the 
nnfortuiiate young man. To theae the Mores 



made lengthene<l answers. They contended 
that Bannatyne's confession was in no way to 
be respected because, among other thinn, 
"he stands yet at the home unrelaxed ; 
because he '* is under the censure of excom- 
munication, and so is neither Ood*8 man nor 
the King's*'; l)ecause "he is second and 
third of kin to the Laird of Culzean and the 
Earl of Cassillis," and IxKMiuse he had 
obtained promise of his life as the price of his 
confession. The allegations and contentions 
of the respective parties are of legal, rather 
than historical interest, and those farther 
interested are referre<l to Pitcaim, where 
they will l)e found at length]. 
Verpict OP THE Assise.— Which persons of 
Assyfc, after accusation of the said persons on 
pannell, by Dittay, of the Treasonable and 
cruel Slaughters and Munlers respectively, 
al)ove specifie<l, and swearing that article 
thereof, anent the murder of the said Williame 
Dalrumpill, by the siiid Bessie Dalrumpill, his 
mother ; and after pnMluction of the whole 
depositions al)ove written, and other writings 
and probation for clearing of the Pannells' 
guiltiness of the said crimes, by our said 
sovereign lord's Advocate ; the sai<l persons of 
Assise removed altogether furth of Court, to 
the ('ounsal- house of the said Tolbuthe ; where 
they, by plurality of votes, electe<l and chose 
the s;iid Sir James Scrj'mgeour of Dudhope, 
Knight, Chancellor : Reajwrned and vote<l ujwn 
the crimes contained in the said Dittay. and 
whole circumMtances thenH)f ; ami liting ripely 
and at length advised therewith, together with 
the whole writings and pntltiition used and 
pro<luced by our sovereign hird's Advocate, for 
instru«'ting theri'of ; together with the Pannells' 
objections propuied by them, and their nre- 
lucutors against the san^e, with my Lord Advo- 
cate's answers made thereto ; they re-entered 
again in Court, where the said i>erson8 of 
Assyse, by the mouth of the said Sir James 
Scr)'mgeour of Dutlhope, Knight, their Chan- 
cellor, Pronounced and gave forth their deter- 
mination unfler-written, sul»scrilKMl by the said 
Chancellor's hand, when^of the tennour follows. 
**Tho As!«yse, for the mo«^t part, after reason- 
ing and voting u|Ktn the first article of the said 
Dittay, find J(Hi\E Mi'RE, ELDER op ArriutN- 
DRANK, to l»e (tuilty, culpable, and convict, of 
art and part of the treasonable and cruel Mnr- 
der of tlie deceased vSir Thomas Kennydie of 
Culzean, Knight, commit te<l in form and man- 
ner c<mtaine(I in the first part of the Dittay. 
And siclyk, the said persons of Assyse, for toe 
most part, find and declare the said John Mure, 
elder of Auchendrane, and James Muss or 
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AtfCBoarvBAXM, touhoxb, and either of them, 
to he guilty, culpable and convict of art and 
part of the treaeonahle and cruel Murder of the 
deecaeed Williame Dalrumpill, in manner 
ipedfied in the DitUy. And last, thev all, in 
one Totoe, find and declare the said James 
Bankatynb, called of Chapel-Donane, to be 
Guilty, culpable and convict of art and part of 
the said treasonable Murder of the said deceased 
Williame Dalrumpill, oonmiitted by the siud 
persons, in manner contained in the Dittay." 

ScNTJiLN'ciL — After the pronouncing and declar- 
ing of the which detemunation and deliverance 
of the said persons of Assyse " Thk Justice, in 
respect thereof, by the mouth of Alexander 
Kennydie, dempster of Court, decerned and ad- 
iudged thesaid Johne Mure of Auchendrane elder, 
James Mure of Auchendrane younger, his eldest 
son and apparent-heir, and James Bannatyne, 
called of Ubapel-Donane, and ilk ane of them, 
to be taken to the Market Cross of the burgh of 
Edinburgh, and there, upon a a^ffold, their 
heads to t>e struck from their bodies ; and all 
their lands, heritages, tacks, steadings, rooms, 
powessions, teinds, comes, cattle, inside plon- 
uhin^, goods, gear, titles, profits, commodities, 
and ngbts whatsoever, directly or indirectly 
pertaining to them or any of them, at the said 
treasonable murders or sensyne ; or to the which 
the^', or any of them, had riffht, claim, or 
action, to be forfalt, escheat, ana inbrought, to 
our sovereign lord's use ; as culpable and con- 
Tict of the said treasonable crimes." Which was 
pronounced for Dome. 



ILLUSTRATTVB OF THE TRIAL 
MX7RS8 OF AUCHENDRANE. 
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(Note. — Pitcaim subjoins several papers illus- 
trative of the trial of the Mures and o 
▼arious incidents in the great Carrick feud. 
It is not necessary to give these at lenffth. 
In different form and language they out 
repeat, in the main, the story already told. 
One of the most prolix of these is a letter by 
Sir Thomas Hamilton of Byres, Knight, the 
Lord Advocate, to a nobleman at Court, but 
Tery evidently written in order to be sub- 
mitted to the King, whom he idolises and 
upon whom he fawns in a style that evokes 
the remark from Pitcaim that *' King James 
must have been much more of a glutton 
than an epicure !" In the introduction to his 
letter Sir Thomas Hamilton refers inciden- 
tally to "His Majesty's gracious pardon 
granted to James Bannatjrne." We subjoin 
one or two extracts bearing on different oir* 
eomstanoes incidental to the trsgedy. 



THX TRAGEDY ON THE SANDS. 

"James Bannatyne did bring Dalrumpill, 
about ^en o'clok in the night, to the sanos of 
Girvan, where Johne Mure, elder of Auchin- 
drane, and James Mure, younger of Auchin- 
drane, were attending their coming. At meet- 
ing, auld Auchindrane l>egun to cieclarc to his 
man Bannatyne that he ha^i been in perpetual 
fear since Culzean's slaughter, to bo discovered 
as guilty thereof ; that, for eschewing the 
danger, he had sent furth of the country this 
Dalrumpill, who brought to him the letter of 
advertisement of Culzean's diet ; and when aa 
he had matters at that point as by his travelis 
(i.e., pains), young Culzean and Thomas 
Kennedie were made to allow of the conditions 
which he had set down for reconciliation of the 
quarrel, for the Murder of Culzean's father, 
tnis man was unhappily returned, by whom his 
whole device would be disappointed, and his 
danger renewed. That he saw no remeid but 
to nd Dalrumpill furth of this life, since he 
could not otherwise be kept out of his awy. 
Whereunto Bannatyne making answer tbat it 
was a cruel purpose to murder the poor 
innocent youth, specially seeins they might 
send him to Ireland, to be safely kept there, 
till the agi'eance was perfected betwixt Culzean 
and Drumurquhie, Auld Auchindrane seemed 
to incline somewhat to that expedient ; an<l in 
the uncertainty of his resolution, turning 
towards the part where his son stood, on pur- 
pose, as appeared, to have consulted with him, 
young Auchindrane perceived them no sooner 
near, but, thereby assuring himself of their 
assistance, in execution of that which his father 
and he had formerly concluded, he did violently 
invade Dalrumpill, rushed him to the ground 
and never left him till, helped by his father, 
with his hands and knees he had strangled him. 
And then, thinking to have buried him in the 
sands, whereby no mark should remain which 
might raise any suspicion of his Murder, in 
that place, they pressed to make use of a spade 
and shoule which youug Auchindrano had 
brought with him for the purpose ; but llcding 
that no hole was sooner cast by them in the 
sand but was as soon filled a^ain with the 
water and sand that shot in it, they wero 
forced, after long travel, to draw him in the 
sea, as far as thev durst wade, hoping that an 
utterlie (t.e., off-shore) wind should carry hit 
dead corpse to the coast of Ireland. Which 
not sncoeeding according to their expectation, 
the corpse staying all the next day in the very 
place where they left it, they paned that day 
In manraUoos anxiety, for ^ear of discovery ; 
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till the next night, searching the corpse to have 
buried it, they could not by any search find it, 
because the wind had carried it to the sea, 
where it was tossed continually, by the space 
of five nights, till the Friday following, that 
God, designinff to use that means for manifesta- 
tion of their nid iniquities, brought Dalrum- 
piirs corpse back to the very pla^ where, six 
or seven oays' before, he had been murdered ; 
which being perceived by some country people, 
the corpse was carried by them to the next 
churchyard and there buried. 

But the report of so stranse an accident 
having raised suspicion in the &t\ of Cassillis 
and some of his friends, who had heard of 
Dalrumpiirs returning in the country, that it 
might be he had part in that turn, it was 
thought fit by the Earl and divers of the 
Ministry of that bounds that intimation should 
publicly be made in Aire, being the head 
Durffh of the shire, and at the parish kirks to 
landward, that such a corpse, bemg found dead 
upon the coast, was to be seen at the Church of 
Ginran. Which being accordingly published, 
the corpse was raised, and, amons others, 
•iffhtsd oy T>alrumpiirs mother and bis sister, 
wno after dilligent consideration of the propor- 
tion and marks of his body, assured themselves 
And others that he was the murdered man." 

JAMES MtJRE'S CONDUCT UNDER TORTURE. 

" Toung Auchindrane, partly confirmed by 
the stren^h of his great courage, unhappily 
bestowed m proofs of that kind, and partly by 
the crafty advises and advertisements of his 
lather convoyed to him by the counsel of some 
their well-wishers, who took the advantage 
of the carelessness of their keepers; he did endure 
the extremity of that insufferable torment with 
•uch constancy, that whereas it was hoped 
that the verity of the accusation and extremity 
of pain shoula have forced him to a true Con- 
fession, the event proved so far contrary, as he 
revolving with silence, and sufferance of a short 
pain» to redeem his liberty and to add the hope 
of many yean to his life. 

JAMES BANNATTNE*S CONFESSION. 



•• 



The Earl of Aberoome, by secret and 
instant dealing with some of his friends in 
Ireland, found means to take James Bannatjrne 
Aod bring him to Scotland to his house of 
Faisley ; where Bannatyne, after the rehearsal 
of all that tragedy of Dalrumpill's murder, 
baviii^ Bubjoinod the manner of hu own taking, 
wbtrmn be seemed to acclaim tome promise for 
th^ safety of his life, the Earl did forthwith 



judge that dealing so contrary to his honour 
and his Majesty^ intention, as he instantly 
assured Bannatyne that he never did intend to 
have him upon any such conditions. But being 
unwilling that when he should be presented to 
justice he should reproach to him the break of 
condition made by any whom he had employed 
for his apprehension, whereby the hearers might 
take liberty, either to believe nor not believe 
Bannatyne's afiirmation, and thereby bring his 
honour in question, he gave to him liberty to 

?;o free out of his house, with assurance that 
or the space of ten days he should be unpur- 
sued by him, or any of his, giving him space to 
provide for his safety, either within this 
realm or by removing f urth thereof; advertising 
him therewithal that that term being expire^ 
he would bestow his own traveb and the assist* 
ance of all the friends he had in the world to 
apprehend him, wherever he might be had, 
either quick or dead ! So Bannatyne beiuff left 
to a IxKlily liberty, which never freed hmi of 
terror of conscience and fear of death, as well 
in respect of the sword of his Majesty *s Justice 
hangiuff above his head, as that endless pursuit 
which ne knew the Earl of Aberoome did 
intend against him ; but most of all, in respect 
of his knowledge that Auchindrane had of late 
devised and practised many means to cause 
murder him in Ireland, ther^iy to prevent the 
danger which Bannatyne's Confession mi^t 
bring upon them, if, by falling in the Earl of 
Aberoome's hands, he should have been brought 
to Edinburgh, examined, and confronted with 
him and his son. Being also informed that 
when young Auchindrane caused deal with the 
Eari of Dunbar for his liberty, he had offered 
that his cautioners should bring in Bannatyne 
either quick or dead. The Earl had very 
judiciously answered that he did well believe 
that young Auchindrane, bein^ free, would 
unfeignedly do his best to bring m Bannatyne's 
head, whereof for his part he would be sorry, 
as losing one of the best means of the disoorery 
of their guiltiness, whereof he in his consciencs 
was resolved. Theee considerations did force 
Bannatyne to prostrate himself at the Council's 
feet, offering himself, without any conditiua. to 
reveal the whole truth of that Murder, and to 
vorify all he should say in Auchindrane and 
his son's face, hoping by the assistance of God's 
good spirit to bring uiem to a confession of 
Umt undeniable truth ; only craving that if the 
Council found him true in sll his speeches, sad 
to be a means to discover the wickedness cf 
these men, who, having drawn him unhamril|j 
in the participatico of their misehisf , hMiso 
■agratefully and wickedly dsvissd lo Mwdsr 
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Idmnlf , Uieir Lordihipt would be pleMed to 
rooummeiid him to the King's mercy, whoee 
plexrare he •hould joyfully foml, were it in his 
&• or in hia death/' 
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OF THE MUBI8 



BBVOBX SXSCUnON. 

" Neither oonld wiee men neglect to admire 
how kwth the devil ii to quit hui poesesmon of 
a tinner's soul« having so contendea to maintcdn 
Anld Anchindrane in bis denial and impenitence 
that after bis conviction, when his constancy 
could nothing avail him, there was no appear- 
aaoe that he should either confess or publicly 
repent the crimes for which he was condemnea: 
until after a notable conflict between Lis son 
(young Auchindnme) and the devil, who still 
persuaded him, that there was no hope of mercy 
to a sinner, who had wilfully and ott perjured 
himself with horrible execrations ; some godly 
Bishops and Ministers, by long conference and 
many comfortable assurances given to him of 
the readiness of God's free grace and mercy to 
all sinners, who, with unfeigned repentance, are 
dimleased for their sins ; and can mspose their 
sous to hope for pardon, and beg it at His 
hands : — ^he 'Was moved to make plain and 
particular declaration of the unhappy murder 
of Dalrumpill, committed by his xather and 
himself, according to Bannatyne's confession 
and their conviction. Whereby, findiuff his 
conscienoe wooderfuUv disburdened, and his 
•ool fully replemshed with assured hope of 
God's abundant mercy ; did cheerfully dispose 
himself to death, as the only way to a better 
and ever permanent life; and using his best 
persuasions to his father, that as they were 
eoojoined in blood, and likewise cunjoined in the 
equal guiltiness of so heinous a sin, so he would 
consent that they miffht join in repentance and 
true conversion ; he did so much prevail with 
him, that being assisted by the g^xily travails 
of the Bishops and Ministers, the father was 
hrou^t to so free and sensible contrition, as, in 
the Ust hours of their life, and at the time of 
their death, their godly resolution, to make 
haste to receive the eternal joys which they 
sspecied assuredW at God's merciful hands. 

Eve as great commrt to the beholders of their 
cecution, as their wicked lives had been 
ollenaive to those who knew the actions 



INoTB. — On 28th June, 1611, sentence of 
Homing was passed upon John Mure, oook 
in Aoohendrane ; Thomas Wallace, servitour 
lo Aoohendrane ; Andro M 'Alexander, some- 
time servant to James Bellenden (or Banna- 
tftm) in Chapeldonane, and o^er two, in 



respect that they had failed to appear and 

e've evidence affainst the Mures. In all pro- 
kbilitv their lUMence may be attributed to 
the influence of the Mures themselves. 

It will be seen from what follows that the 
alleged bleeding of Dalrymple's corpse in 
presence of Mure's jprand-daughter may have 
oeen actually used in evidence in the triaL 
It is thus cited as a precedent for the deter* 
mination of a case as late as 1676.] 

In the course of the pleadinss betwixt a com- 
mittee of the Estates of Parliament and Mr 
James Mitchell, &c., it is recorded: — **But if 
any man shall object that about the Laird of 
AucHENDRAXE, I answer: Ist, There is no 
parity in the cause ; I)ecau8e he was accused of 
an horrid and private Murder, where there was 
altogether penurv of witnesses, and not of a 
duty controverted by Apostates : 2dly, God, in 
a sovereign and sin^lar way, tcUnessed it from 
ffeat^Hf by his own immedicUe hand, and proved 
t fie deed mjatnM. him! viz. — the Gorpse of the 
man Murdered, being buried in Girvan Kirk- 
yard, as a man cast away at sea and cast out 
there, the Laird of Gulzean, whose servnuit he 
had been before, dreaming of liim in his sleep, 
and that he had a mouse mark under his left 
breast ; and when he awoke out of his sleep, 
upon search, found it to be true — came to the 
place, and taking up the 0>rpse out of the 
place where they were buried, found him to 
nave been Munlered, upon which he summoned 
in all the men in that part to touch the Corpse, 
as the custom was in such cases ; and all com- 
pearing, except the said Laird and tiis son, 
who were the murderers ; and his dwelling- 
house and family beins near to the place, a 
young child of his, Marie Mure by name, 
seeing the people, went to the place ; and when 
she drew near to the Gorpse (to the admiration 
of all the people) did ttprimj out ujxm her €U% 
abundance of Mood! upon which they were 
apprehended and put to trial. 

[Note. — There is evident inaccuracy in tho 
details here given, but the citing of this case 
as a precedent seems sufficient to justify tho 
conclusion that the Blood Test was applied 
in the case of the body of Dalrymple, and 
that the superstition under which Divine 
intervention was claimed, was in full force 
at the time of the tragedy on the sands of 
Girvan. Even at a later date. Sir Jamea 
Didrymide, when he was Lord Advocate, 
arguing sgainst the contention of opposing 
oonnseT that such a thing was an impossiiNlity. 
contended for the ** Wonderful Providence ol 
(jod in this kind of discovery of murder i" 
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■nd Sir Geoive M»cKenti«, in the wne om, 
kdilreuing the jury, awerted tb&l "God 
Almighty himtelf wu pleued to bear a ilure 
in the testinioniea which we produce ; itiAt 
Dirine power which makea the blood circnl»le 
daring life has of'.-timea, in all Nationi, 
opened a pMsage to it sftor denth upon snoh 
ooca»ion», but moet io this ca«e." The Ben- 
ttace that followed WM that the nccuKd 
ihould be "hanged on a gibbet till he be 
dead, and hii toagae to be cut out and burned 
upon a acafluld -, and hia right hand f} be cut 
off and affixed on the Eait Port of Hadding- 
toun ; and hi« body to be oarried to the 
Gatlowlee, betwixt Leith and Edinburgh, 
and there to be hanged up in cbauu."] 

PBOCEMlISns BErORE THI PRIVT OOtTKril. Of 
aCOTLASD, IN RRrERESCK TO TB* FEITIM ASD 

cxMincrs recorded is ' 



Ac. 

(1) Warrant of Privy Covneii (apud Edinburgh, 

dtfimo ttn-io. Drcrmhrin, XGOJ ), rnmmand- 

ing thr. Earl of CaiuUlu to K( Afurt of 

AueKtndrane and otkeri at libtrly. 

roBAswrcn ai it ia nnderatand to the Lord!* 

of Secrete Connaall, that at the last CosnjCT 

and Combat, which happened and fell out 

betwiit JuRNNE Erle of Cassillih, and 

certain hia frienda, on the one part ; and 

Gn-BERT KEvsEnT OT BARfiAKT. nnd Certain 

fail friendfl on the other part, npon the eleventh 

day of December init&nt; the anid Erie took 

■sd apprehended Mi'rk or ArrH- 

EniRAVE, Daihd Kevsept of MaxiieUtnon, 
and certain oihen of the aaid Lair) nf Auchen^ 
drane and Rnrgnnyia' aervanti; and presently 
hai them in big ciistixly and kernmc ; and in 
(Mpect of the Slaughter and h^'^X which 
b^pened and fell ont at the lut Conflict, it ii 
vary Kunpicious that the taid penona abould 
be laflercil to remain in the power and handi 
of 'the Mid Erie. Tfiehkimre. the taid Lordi 
Ordain Letters to he directed, rbargins the 
Mid Erie of Camillia to deeiat and eea« from 
all proceeilinn asa'nat (he pertona fi>re«aid, 
taoe and apprehended bv bim at [he uid Con- 
flict, by virtne of hin office of Riilliary, or of 
Miy tv>wer, or commiMion grant^ii to fiim for 
that effect ; dincharging him thereof and of bis 
office in that part ; Aa alao. chAruinf; the aaid 
Brie to raiiae aet the aaid Laird of Auchendrana 
uid Daviil Kennedy of Maxaelstoun, and all 
other peraon* lane by him at the aaid Conflict, 
ftt free liberty, witnin the town of Air, without 
•ay violence or harrn to be made to them by 
tfae way, within twenty-fonr hoara next after 



John iture o/ Anchindraiu and othert. 

Sedehl-.nt— Lennox. Chancellar, Angua, Mar, 
Wyntouu, Fyvie, Vchiltrie, Mewbutile, .Spynie, 
Roxburgh, Lowdotm, Maiater of ElphingitoOD, 
Roaa, Dunkeld, Kinroea, Haliruidhoua, Treai- 
nrer. Comptroller, Justice Clerk, Privy Seal, 
Advocate, Collector, Clericoa R^;iatri, EUido- 
ainar, Kilayth, Tracquair, Brunt-IliJuli Sir 
Patrik Mnrray. 

Anest out soTereign lord'a Letlert, nbad 
at the initance of Sir George Home of Spott, 
Knight, hia Majeaty'i Treainrer, and Blr 
Thomaa Hammiltoone, hia Majeaty'a Adrocata, 
for hia highneaa intereit ; making mantioD ; 
That where, upon the eleventh day of Deoember 
initant, JoHM MCRK of Anchindiane, Thooiaa 
Kennedy ol Dmmmurchy, Hew Kennedy of 
Bennan, Waller Mare of Cloncard, Hector 
Kennedy in Banrany, Johne M'Alexaader la 
AnchLnregane, Thomaa M 'Alexander hia 
brother, Jamea Bannatyne in Chapeldonaoa, 
Johne Cathcairt of CarltoDn, John Catboairt 
younger of Cairltoun. Johne Eoclia of KlI- 
donane, Williame Irving, Thomaa WaUaiw, 



Kennedy in Maxuelatone, Alexander Kannedj, 
aon to Hew Kennedy in Craifneill, Robatt 
Kennedy, aervitonr to Walter Mure in Cloo- 
card, Mairtene Wilaona in Newwark, Robnt 
CampbeU in Carmycbell, WiUiame Caaldwall 
of Lochirmoaa, Williame Kenneily ii^ Gaifar, 
John Mure of Craigakeane, Johne Mora In 
Quhytleyia, Robert Wallace of Holmialoan, 
George Angua, nolar in Air, Syroone Oilmovr 
there, Peter Hammiltonn there, Andro Kan- 
nedy there, Henry Dal rumple there. Hew 
Kennedy there, .famea Blair there, John* 
Blair there, George Dumbar there, Geofga 
H'AImont there, Jamea Dumbar then, and 

Kennedy, cooper, there, with ocm- 

vocation of hia highueaa liegea, to the nnmbar 

of penona; ^1 bodin in fair of 

war, with jacka, coneta, aecreta, lancea, hwI 
other weapoDi. invaaive. and with ronaketa, 
bagbnti. and piatnleti, prohibited to be worn 
by the lawa of thii realm. Acta of Parliamant, 
and Secret Council, came forth of the bnrsh of 
Air, toward* the town of Mayboill, reaulrad 
and diapoeed ia have attempted aoaM hM 
enterpriae againat JoHNK Ebu or CA«LUi,ln 
caae they had (oond him npoo tha flddtt 
Lies as, they peroiering the mU Bil* MM 
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of his friandt and servants to be upon 
tlie fields betide the town of Mayboll, toey 
immediately set upon them, shot and dis- 
cfaanmd a number of muskets, hagbuts, and 
pistMets among them, wherewith they slew 

the deceased Spenoe, master of 

household to the said Erie, and hurt and 
wounded sundry other of his servants : Where- 
through, as they have convoked his highness 
legions in arms, without power or commission, 
so have they violated his highness laws and 
Acts of pArliament, made agamst the bearins 
snd wearing of hagbuts and pistolets ; and 
with that, they have broken his highness* 
peace, to the disturbance and shakins loose of 
the whole estate of that country, without (i.e., 
imless) remeid be provided. And anent the charge 
siren to the said Johne Mure of Aachendrane, 
sc, to have compeared personally, before the 
King's Majesty, and Lords of Secret Council, 
at a certain day byegone, to have answered to 
the premises, and to have underlain such order 
as snould have been tane thereanent ; as abo, 
touching the observation of his highness' peace 
and keeping of good rule and quietness in the 
country, under the pain of rebellion and putting 
ol them to the home ; With certification to 
them, and (t.<»., if) they failed, Letters should 
be direct nimplirittr to put them thereto ; Like 
as at more length is contained in the said 
Letters, executions and indorsations thereof. 
Which being called, and the said Pursuers 
eompearing personally, and the said Johne 
Mure of Auchendrane, Ac., being oftimes called 
and not compearing, the Lords of Secret 
Council therefore Oraain Letters to be direct, 
to denounce them rebels, and put them to the 
home, and to escheat. 

[XoTK — Of an earlier dale (February 1602) is 
the Decreet of Absolvitor by the Privy 
Council in favour of John Earl of Cassillis 
and others ' for convocation of his Highness* 
lieses, and bearing and wearing of iMgbuts 
ana pistolets, breaking of his Highness* 
peace.' On Uecember 11th of the year men- 
tioned the Earl of Cassillis and his friends 
and retainers '* to the number of ... . 
hundred persons, all bodin in feir of weir," 
(».«., armed for battle) with jacks, steel 
bonnets, corsets, lances, and other weapon i 
invasive, and with hagbuts and pistolets, 
prohibited to be wome by the laws of this 
realm and Acts of Parliament, came in hostile 
and warlike manner furth of the town of 
HaTboill, and lay at await for the deceased 
Gilbert Kennedy of Bargany, his friends and 
Mnrants, as they were coming the highway 
from the Burgh of Air, towards the said 



Laird's dwelliuff-house, and invaded and pur- 
sued them of their lives, shot and discharged 
a number of haKbuts and pistolets at them, 
wherewith sundry of the said Laird of Bar- 
gany's company were hurt and wounded ; 
and at the same time they shamefully, 
cruelly, and unmercifully slew the aaul 
deceased Gilbert Kennedy of Bargany." 
The Earl of Cassillis pleaded in defence ' two 
Commissious, subscribed by his Majesty, and 
passed his Highness' Register and Signet ; 
the one against Blaquhane (i.e., Blairqulian) 
younger, Girven Mains, Hew Kennedy of 
Bennan, Thomas his brother, and Walter 
Mure of Cloncard, whose names are insert in 
the said Commission with his Majesty's own 
hand, knowing their misdeeds, giving power 
to the said Elarl of Cassillis to convocate his 
Highness' lieges, and to search, seek, take, 
apprehend and persue, with firt and sword^ 
the persons above written, and to wear haff- 
huts and pistolets to that effect, as the said 
Commission of the date the ninth day of 
July, the year of God 1601, at length l)ears : 
and the other O>mmi88ion direct to the said 
Erie, for the pursuit, taking, an<l apprehend- 
ing of Robert Gordoun of Barucrino, 
Alexander (rordon of the Hillis, William 
M'Neillie, Alexander M*Kie of Balscir, and 
Thomas Kennedy of Druniniurchy as suspect 
guilty of Murder, Oppression, and Reset of 
Theft." . . . *♦ The Lords of Secrete 

Counsall finds and declares the two Commis- 
sions above written, produced by the said 
Erie, to l>e gtKxl, valid, and sufficient ; and 
that thereby he had good power and authority 
to search and seek the sai<l persons, and use 
the said Commissions. And therefore the 
said Lordn assoilzies, simpliciter, the said 
defenders from that part of the said Letters, 
touching the convocation of his Highness' 
lieses, and bearing and wearing of hagbuts 
and pistolets, and breaking of his Hii;hness' 
peace ; and decerns them quit thereh-om in 
all time coming, and of all offence (that) may 
be imputed to him in the u^ing of the said 
Commissions." The preceding paper is in- 
teresting, in so far as it ^ves the names of a 
number of those who sided with Mure of 
Auchindrane and Barsany in their cuuflict 
with the Karl of Cassilus. In this are given 
the names of some of those who stood by the 
Ewl in the conflict with the L«aird of Bar- 

Skuy, viz. : — John Corrie of Kelwod, Hew 
ttmedy of Penouhirry, Johne Davidsonim 
of Pennyfflen, Oliver Baird of CuUeniie» 
Patrick M*Ilveane of Gremmat, Johae 
M']lv«aae younger of Gremmat, Hew K«i- 
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neciy of Garry home, otherwise ca11e<1 the 
(luidman of the Ballot, George Fergusoun of 
Traif, Alexander Schaw, tutour of Gremmat, 
Johne Mure of \Vo«11uikI, Johne Mure of 
Kiiigiiuirloch, Johne Dik of Barbcshurie, 
<!.'., Barl)e8toune), Hew Kennedy of Dangar, 
Anthone Kenne<ly younger of Balsalloch, 
Johne Mure, merchant in Nlynyl)oill, Quintene 
Cruwfonl younger uf Sillihoil, Johne Ken- 
nedy <»f Smetoun, Willianie Kenne<ly of 
TurnlK-Try, .Johne Canipliell in Barnefurd, 
Johne Smith yountrer in Cassillis, .Johne 
CahltTWixle in Ginnerstoune, .Johne Fultouno 
in (iillryliill, Johne Fultoune in Mosend, 
AlexauiicT Baxter, porter, Williame Harlaw, 
hagi»utter, K<«l>ert Kultoun in Giltryhill, 
.Johne Fidtoiin in liargennoch, David Fultoun 
his hrotht-r, Thomas Fultoune in (Jiltrie, 
Thomaw Wode in ( 'as.siUi«, Quintene Tml in 
Casr«illi8, James DavidHOun in Burnemoutli, 
Jolin I)a\ id'Joun his hon, .Johne M'Golme in 
M*('olmst')un, Johne Maleome in Blairlxmy, 
.Joluu'Brll in M*(Vdmr-^toune, Th»Hna» Morton 
in l'a'*!»ilhs, .John** Morton his hnither there, 
Johnt- M'C'ary tliere, Johne Smythe in Dal- 
rumpleholme, Williame Hunter there, .James 
l.'ony in Bray «)f Ihilrumple, David 
M'Quhorta in liatlewand, Williame ('a»np- 
hell in Bra there, Kolnrrt Cunynghame in 
l^ilnistoun, .Johne Smyth in Drumgoldis, 
Ac. J 

(4) -I'-^ of Pnry Ctitta^il, th' Lnini oj Cvllant 
a»jfi iuMt WUlin iw M * PhwlriL 

On Augunl .3, l(i<>l), Letters were onlained to 
be sent to "GtHcfrs* of Anns, Sheriffs in that 
part " to put to the hr)rne Williame M'I*hadrik 
or M'Phearioe, servitour to the I^iird of (iirviui- 
mains, for intercomuning with Tiioma.H Kennedy, 
Thomas M*Alexan<ler, TIkmujis Wallace, ami 
Williame Irving, murderers of Sir Thomas Ken- 
nwly of C'ulzean, an<l notahly for having warned 
Thomas M 'Alexander of a plot for his appre- 
hension an<l Ijcaring him away on his own noni« 
out of reach of pursuit. 

PROrKKIiIN«;S IN PaRUAMKNT ah Ti) THK FoR- 
FtlTl'RK OF TllUM.VH KkNNKDY OF DkI'M- 
Mt'Kt'llIK, FUR THE BlRMNi; OF Av<HIN- 

In July 1604 Thomas Kenne<ly of Drum- 
murchie was summoned to compear l)efore the 
Estates of Parliament for the burning of the 
PUc« of AuchinsouU. This incendiarism was 
•A incident in the great Carrick feud, and is 
laid to have been committed by Thomas Kennody 
that he might obtain possession of the person of 
the Countess of OMsilns. He accomplished his 



object. Naturally the forcible al)d notion of 
his Countess excit«d the hostility of the Earl, 
and he at once took proceedings against the 
abductor. Thomas Kennedy failed to appear, 
was found guilty of Treason, and was put to 
the home. The sentence follows: — 

*' Dome — The Court of Parliam^^nt shows for 
Law, that the said Thomas Kknnedie of Dnim- 
murchie has committed Treason in Kaiaiiiff of 
Fyre and Burning of the said Place of Auchin* 
soull, pertaining to the said Dunoan Crawfurde, 
the time and manner 8{)ecitic<l in the said 
Summons of TrciiMon, pursued by his highness 
said Advocate, for his gntce's inien^st, against 
him ; and theiefore Finds and Declares, That 
the said Thomas Kenne<lie has omitted and 
tynt and Forfeited for ever, all his lands, 
herita<:e«, rooms, p)8se»sions, g<Kx1s and gear 
whats<jevor, Itelongin^ to him any manner of 
way, auil which he has had, might have, or 
claim, within the Kealme of Scotland ; and 
Decerns the same to h.ive appertainc<l ami to 
appertain to <iur said sovereign lord, to lie 
confiscate, and to remain with his highness, as 
his i>ro)>erty, in all time coming. And also 
Fintts and Declares, that the said Thomas 
Krnnkdik has omitted and tvnt hit fame, 
honours, and dignity ;and he to Ix; punished as 
a Traitor, conforme to the Laws of this realme. 
And this 1 give for Dome." 

Paperm REr^\TivE TO THE Df.adly Fecd be- 
tween THE Earls of Eglinton and 

(ii.ENC'AIRN, kr. 

(1) Lttt*rt the Kimj to the Pnry Council *^for 
tried of thf authorn of thr Con dirt ftttwizt 
fht Krit of (t'Uwaime and the Aftuter qf 
If'iH/oMii, at Sf JohtifUotiH,* 

Richt t rustic and wellielovit Cousins and 
Counselloris, We greet vou well. The report 
of that broyle which ilicf fall farth in the Tow!f 
OF Perth, l>etwix The Erij. of (iLKNcaibicb 
and The Maister of WvNTorN, immediately 
before the last session of Parliament keepit 
there, did offend us much ; specially in respect 
of the circumstances of the time and place, wbea 
as (b(^side the great hazard in bringing many of 
The Nobilitie then present in toe town, to 
have entered in blood with others, and thereby 
to have revived that now mortified monster df 
Deadly Fei^d) it was a ready way to have 
stayed the progress of that session of Parlia- 
ment, to the great preiudice and hart of the 
Estate, and to the hindrances of our •errioee 
there. Whereupon, We are moTed the mora 
earnestly to desire the knowledge of the b^gia- 
ning of the misdemeanoor, and wherespos thm 
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Mine proceeded, and which party was first 
aathor thereof. And therefore, have thought 
meet, hereby, to will you to take particular 
trial before you of the first beffinning of that 
trouble, how the same fell furtn, and which of 
the two parties began the invasion ; and there- 
with to try whether it was upon a precogitate 
or forethought intention, or if the same fell 
furth by mere accident, or cJuiud mile, unin- 
tended oy any of the two parties against the 
other ? And hereof, willing you to certify us, 
particularly, of the whole truth of that matter, 
m all the circumstances of the same, our pleasure 
is, that, in the mean time, special direction be 
siven by you to our Justice (texeralx., Heiche 
CoxsTABLB, or their deputes, or to any other 
Judges appointed by Commission to proceed 
criminally in the trial of that matter, to desert 
all days, and to suspend and continue all pro- 
cesses intended before them by any of these 
parties against other, aye and until our further 

Sleasure be signified unto them, after We have 
uly considered the trial taken by you in that 
matter. And so we bid you ri^ht heartily 
farewelL From our Manourat Cremwiche, the 
6 of August, 1606. 

JAMES R. 

To Our trusty and well-beloved Cousins and 
Counsellors the Erll of Dumfermling, our Chan- 
cellor and remanent Lonls and others of our 
Counsell of Estait, in our Kingdom of Scotland. 

(2) Letter, the Privy Council to the King; cm to 
.Dtadiy Feud btticeen the EarU of Eylinton 
arul Glencaim, and Lord Sempill, d-c. 
AwjuU 27, IVOO, 

According to your highness direction, signi- 
fied imto us by your Majesty's faithful Counsel- 
lour, TUE Erll of Dunbar, we did call and 
convene before the Counsell the Erllis Eolix- 
TOUK and Glencairne, and the Lord Sempill, 
with a number of their friends, whom we knew 
to have chiefest interest in the present Feud 
standinff betwixt them, and after that we had 
declared unto them the great pains and travails 
which your sacred Majestib took in your own 
person, for extinguishing of the name and 
memory of Deadly Feuds, what good success 
had followed upon your Majestiis travails, in 
tome of the greatest Feuds of this Kingdom, 



and how that vour Majestie had now recom- 
mended unto the Counsall the removing this 
Feud, which has been of so long continuance, 
and by reason of the minority of the Erll of 
EIoLiNTOUy could not until now take effect, we 
burdened them with a submission confornie to 
the Act of Parliament. The Earl op Glkn- 
CAIRNE pretended that there was a quarrel be- 
twixt him and EfiLiNTorxE, and that a Submis- 
sion was unnccessar ; and, in the end, he directly 
refused to submit, l)ccau8e the Submission im- 
puted against him of the Slau^^hter of deceased 
the Erll of Eglintoun, which he would never 
take upon him, but offers him rea<Iy to take 
trial of the laws for that Slaughter, which trial, 
in his part, ought to precede the Submission. 
We remehilierea him of a Submission subscrilxid 
by himself in this same matter, agreeable, in every 
word, to that which was now desired when this 
matter was last in liands afore the Counsell in 
Febniar 1604. But he, standing upon his inno- 
cency of that Slaughter, refused to submit. 
EoLiNTorx made no refusal, but pretending 
some excuse u]X)n the shortness of the warning, 
he duly craved a continuation to Ix? a<lvised 
with his friends, l)ecause this was the first time 
that ever he was charged in this matter, for his 
Majestik ; and the Lord Skmi'iix very freely, 
for your Majesties satisfaction and obedience, 
without any cerenionv, otlered to submit. We 
have granted unto EouNTorN, with his own 
consent, the 20 day of November next, to be 
advised with his friemls, and to conic proN-ided 
in this matter. Wc have no assurance of the 
Erll of (iLENfAiRNE's obe<Uence, but we hope 
that he will conform himself to your Ma.iestie's 

Sleasure ; and the Lord Sempill will be obe- 
ient .... Tliis is all we have done at 
this meeting, whereof we have thought meet to 
make your sacred Majestie acquainted ; to the 
efiect your highness may five direction therein, 
as your Majestie shall think good ; which we 
shall prosecute and follow out. And so, pray- 
ing God to bless your sacred Majestie with a 
long, happy, and prosperous reign. We rest, 

Your Majestib*s most hiunble and obedient 
subjects and servants. 

(The subscriptions have not been transcribed 
by Sir Thomas Hamilton, in his transcript.) 
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(NoTB.~In 1876 the Maitland Club issnecl the 
Tolame from which we take Timothy Font's 
"Cmiiiighame Tepographised." The full 
title of the volume is '* Cuninffhame, Topo- 
graphizedby Timothy Pont, A. M., I ($04- 1608, 
witn Continuations and Illustrative Notices 
bv the late James l>obio of Crummock, 
F'.S.A., Scot., edited by his son, John 
Shedden Dobie. Glasgow : John Tweed, 16 
South Portland Street." Of Mr Dobie's 
extended and valuable continuation and 
enlargement of the facts recorded by Pont, 
we do not avail ourselves. Our object, here 
as elsewhere, is to reproduce a historic 
record. There are many books of reference, 
parish and otherwise, of late date, which are 
available to the student. Not so Pont's 
narrative. It is enshrined alone, for all 
practical purposes, in this volume of the 
Maitland Club, and is not therefore, gener- 
ally or popularly, available. 

•*It would appear," says the editor, Mr 
John Shedden Dobie, '* that Timothy Pont 
and his brother Zachary were sons of Mr 
Robert Pont, minister of the West Church of 
Edinburuh, and matriculated in 8t Leonard's 
College, ^t Andrews, in 1579-1580, obtaining 
their decree of M.A. in 1583-1584. Their 
fabther, Mr Robert Pont, became Provost of 
Trinity College, Edinburgh, and had, along 
with the prebends, the disposal of various 
church lands belonffin^ to it. . . Timothy 
Pont was appointed minister of the parish of 
Donnett, in the county of Caithness, in the 
year 1606. He could scarcely have spent 
much of his time in his ministerial charge as, 
both before and after that date, he must 
have been actively engaged in his anluous 
and important survey.'* 

" His taste," says Mr Dobie, the author of 
the Continuations and Illustrative Notices of 
the Maitland Club volume, " lay in mathe- 
matics and similar studies and pursuits, and 
be is said to have been the first projector of 
an Atlas of Scotland. Having given up his 
charge, he personal^ surveyed all 



the counties and isles of Scotland, and made 
drawings of the monuments of antiquity and 
such other curiosities as were fit subjects for 
illustrating his descriptions. The most com- 
plete of these surveys and descriptions wiiich 
he has left, at least so far as has beeu discovered, 
is that of Cuninghame. He seems to have 
cone over the district with some leisure, as 
he enumerates no fewer than 348 names of 
places, and has omitted few of any import- 
ance ; though occasionally he is inaccurate in 
fixins their exact locality. Thus, in the 
parian of Dairy, he makes the fort <>n Caer- 
winning Hill stand near to an<l overtop the 
GamocK, while it is upwards of a mile 
distant from the nearest riend of that river. 
Pont frequently alludes to his personal visita- 
tion of places. He says of Kilwinning, " The 
structure of this Monasterey wcs solid and 
ffrate, all of freestone cutte. The Cliurch 
laire and staitly after ye motlell of yat of 
Glasgow, with a fair steeple of many score 
foote of height, yet standing when I niysclve 
did see it." He refers to the Records of the 
Monastery as if he had peruse<i then ; and 
hesay^ of Robert Fergushill de eodeiii, whose 
residence was in the parish of Kilwiiuiing, 
that he was ** anc honest and descroit gentle- 
man," which implies that he had hatl per- 
sonal intercourse with the Laird, and most 
likely had partaken of his hospitality. The 
actual date of his survey can only Ix^a^s.^umed 
from the names of proprietors who were alive 
at the time of his visit to Cuninghame. 
There are several instances of such names 

fiven by him, and these range from ItilO to 
620. This would lead to the iMmchision 
that, soon after resigning his ministerial 
charge at Dunnct, he had connnenced his 
more arduous duties as a topognipher. The 
exact date of his death has u<»t l>eeu ascer- 
tainc<l, and all who now appreciate his 
labours must regret that they cjuinot tell 
wheFe his remains were interred, at which 
many would readily concur in rearing some 
fair memorial to his memory." 



72 



CUNINGHAME TOPOGRAPHISED. 



According to Mr John Shedden Dobie, 
Pout's Survey is more likely to have taken 
place l>efore than after the year 1608. This 
conclusion he founds on the date of the owner- 
ship of certain properties, and on a letter 
written on 24th January, 1648, by Gordon of 
Straloch to Sir John Scot of Scotatamet, in 
which he says that Pont "himself, unaided, 
undertook this work more than forty years 
ago. He travelled afoot over the whole king- 
dom, which no other person before him had 
done ; he visited all the islands, inh"»bited for 
the most part by barbarous and unoivilizeil 
people, of whose lauffuage he was ignorant, 
and wheie he was often despoiled by cruel 
robl>ers, as I have heard him relate ; and suf- 
fered all the hardships of a difficult and dan- 
f;erous voyage, without growing weary, or ever 
osiug his courage. Being to return to his 
home after so much wander intr and to prepare 
for bringing to perfection the descriptions he 
had maile ; but he could not accomplish his 
intention by reason of the avarice of printers 
and l)ookseUers, who refused the necessary 
charges for its execution ; and while he waited 
for some more favourable occasion to present 
itself, death took him from us, before his 
time, in the flower of his age. His heirs to 
whom he had left his papers, in their ignor- 
ance neglected them, ana no care being taken 
of them they were likely to be consumed by 
vermin, and in danger of being whoUv des- 
troyed, when James the First, King of Great 
Britain, a most liberal prince, being informed 
of them, gave directions for purchasing them 
from his executors, that they might be pub- 
lished. But oh ! Goo<l Lord ! what unhappi- 
ness. It was as if these papers had fallen 
from the smoke into the fire ; they came into 
the hands of persona who ha<l the design to 
conceal them, like the mysteries of Ceres." 
Neither Chalmers, the author of the '* Cale- 
donia" (1824), nor George Robertson, who 
wrote a topographical description of the dis- 
trict in 182U, soem to have been aware of 
Pont's work, which for all practical purposes, 
save for the map^ with which he emlMillished 
it, and which were published in Blacn's Atlas 
(Amitcnlam) 1655, lav dormant until resur- 
recteil by Mr l)obic of Crummock with great 
care and the lalwur of many years— a Uibour 
it is regrettable to add, he did not live to sec 
consummated, he having died in 1853. I have 
interfereil with the origmal spelling as little as 
possible. Some changes are unavoidable, how- 
ever, witliout a specially cast fount of type.] 



CryiNOHAME HOW so NAMED AND YE 
ETIMOLOOIE THEROF. 

Albeit ye certaine and undoubted causse qahy 
this countrey is named (as by a generall name 
Cunyngham) be somoquhat difficle to be knouen« 
yet nevertheless it is supposed by most pairt of 
Dest judgment (amongest quhome is Buchanan) 
that it is so nameil because that in it hath some 
tyme beine ye Royall habitatione of a king, and 
Hamin which significth some time a habitatione, 
as if one would say the King's habitatione or 
duelling, for so much does Buchanan sho was in 
these wonles — " Cuninffamia ad Septeiitriooes 
procurrit et Glottam submovet ac propo ad jnsti 
amnis modum coercet. Nomen Ketfioni Dani- 
cum est quod eorum lingua regis uomicilium 
Bignificat, quae res indiceo est earn DMioe all- 
quando tenuisse (i.e, Cuningham runs to the 
North and (withdraws, or rather) cuts off GlottA 
and bounds it almost like a r^ular river. The 
name of the district is Danish ; it signifies in 
the Danish language ' King's Home, a proof 
that the Danes at one time occupied it) — and 
surly quho will ponder bow this countrey hath 
of old beine nameil by so noble a name, and 
hath been so providently singled out (as it were 
beyond others in excellency) for ye habitatione 
and duelling of a king, they sail find that it is 
not without causae, and improperly to named 
considering ye good qualities quherwith this 
countrey is so notably indewed, being Richly 
stored with all thcsse good gifts of Nature wich 
are able to manteine and furnish a King's Royal 
duelling. 

ANTIQ. SILtnUAX PARS. 

Hector Boetius affirms that of old this coun- 
trey wes reckoned for a pairt of ye ancient 
Siluria, remembered by Ptolomie in bis geogra- 
phi(»il (descriptione) of Albione, altho later 
topographers hath reckoned Siluria within ye 
limits of England. 

LAIT POSSESSOR OF FF SOME 338 TKAB8 AOOI. 



This Cuninghame was formerly ye pos8eiii< 

irpea ye croi 



looe 
of Edward de Bauolo quhousniped ve oroiuie 
of Scotland, and amongest others grate lieretages 
and lands had this ^kwayes by hia father's 
donatione. It honoured lykwayes with a title 
of honour Sir Richard Moruell, Grate Constable 
of Scotland, quho by K. Mai : ye 4 was 
create<l Lord of Cunninghame, Largia, and 
Laudenlaill, as ap^^ears by the old records of ye 
Monastery of Kilwining. 

UMnrS OF CUNINGHAME. 

CcNiNcHAME lays in the West pairts of tbia 
Kingdome, niarcheing towardea ye Nortb and 
North-east with ye countrey of Kenfrow, bein^ 
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limittad therfrom by Kellev-bume, by the 
Reneh-biU, or as ■ome doe think ye Creich or 
Murche-hiil, &od properlv by the hills of 
TfaoweMraige Bnmt hill, *the Hill of Suick ; 
and ye hill of MUty-law, wich tract of hills 
doeto make on the one side streames to run to 
ye Soothe and upone the other side to ye North. 
It is lykwayes devydit from the countrey of 
Rainfrew by the river Maiech and by Loch 
Whinnoch and pairtly by the Caldwell-inoores 
and that of ye Meirinis (Moams). On yo east 
it marches with Clydisdaile, being devydit from 
ye same by a natural march stonu, viz., a steipe 
roond and heigh toped rockey montaine arry^ing 
Qpe in the are al alone by it selve, and that out 
of a very low soylo. This montaine is called 
▼n]f;arly Low-doun Hill ; and it is a common 
limitt distinguishing three countrees one from 
aae other, to witt CusiyoHAME, Clydsdaile, 
and Ktlb. 

On the south it bordereth partly on Kyle, 
being disjoined from it by the River Iniyno, 
and ^irtly it hath a part of the Virginian 
Oocean or dunbrittone fyrth touching um)n the 
■oath, south-west, and west, quher it l)eholds 
ye lylandes of Cambraes and Bute. As also 
with a pairt of ye Conntrey of Kowell, being 
severed therefrom by the strait inlet of Dun- 
brittone firth called Clyds-month. 

THE rORME, NATURE, AND FERTILITY OF YE 
80YLE OF CrNINOHAME. 

CxrsTSOHWZ exceeds not 30 miles in Icnth 
and not much above 10 in breadth. A? for the 
fleneral situatione of tliis countrey, it declyneth 
from North and North-east towards ye South 
and Sonth-west for ye most pairt of the par- 
ochin of ye Largis, wich is vei*y ample, tosider 
with ."i c^ood portione of ye parishes of Dad-ray 
and Kil-bumey ar farr more heiglily exalted 
th^n the rest of Cuninghame, swelling into a 
hillisch tracte and the quhole rest of ye countrey 
•abtendid and prostrat under ye former until a 

Ekte deal more low flatt and plaine soyle. 
oept that generally through qnliole Cunmg- 
hame, that tracte bordering on the SiiritTdome 
of Renfrow is alwayes highest ; from qulience 
by ane eassey decreasing it falloth (as it wer) by 
decrees lower and lower unto the sea costc, and 
bnnck of ye River Iruyno, the highest quherof 
jreilds excellent good pasture for catelL 

DEGREE I. 

l%is degree is verey weill wattred with frcch 
■pringea, clenish brooks, and plesant bums 
nming often upon bottoms of free stone q^uarries 
qnberof there is ((ood stone. Also there is grate 
Taricty of sitnattODS in this Degree quher in the 



height and marches of ye same towards ye 
ShrilTdome of Renfrow the countrey' is plenti- 
full of Moorefoule of two kyndis verry delicat, 
also the brooks and burns and sundry frcch 
water loches alx>un<ling witli divers 8f)rt3 of 
fisches, ther trouts being ye best. The brooks 
of Lug-durr, Dow-viscb, and (ilais-durr yeildes 
good sporte to falkoiiers ; this dcgrcj aiKmnds 
with all sorts of waltt^r foule, partridges and 
hares. 

DE(iREK 2d. 

The 2d degree and p\irL of this countrey being 
a grate deal lower tlj'Mi the former, and for ye 
most pairt 3 or 4 niyll.'s breadth is much more 
fertile in come and store, l>eing of u deiix?, flat, 
clayeich soyle much enriclied by the Indus- 
trious inhabitants lyniein^jj of their grounds, 
quherby che pjisliire heir sinoe this exp Timent 
was practisea is bee >nie much more luxuriant 
then before, whence it is that this pairt of 
yo countrey yeilds a grate de.all of excellent 
butter (as all ye countrey Way«le) but especially 
the Parishes of Stewartoune and l)uu-lopp. 
The butter of this countrey in etfectc serves a 
crate pairt of ye Kingdonie, one aker of ground 
heir yeihling more butter then 3 akers of ground 
in any of ye nixt a<liaoent count reyes. 

DEtiKEK 3d. 

Now the 3d and last degree and portione of 
this countrey appn>aohing nixt to ye heme and 
bordour of ye sea coiiite and two or 3 myles 
distant therfrom, is a Sandoy J^oyle, yet indiffer- 
ent fertile. Also it is to l>e considered that 
all>eit ye surface of ye soyle of this countrey be 
fertill and full of profitt, yet after raine it 
becomes very troublesome to ye travellers, 
(being of itself of a 8j)ongcous nature sucking 
the humiditie). Morover tiiis country is l)cine 
of a long tyme verry i)eaceable except some- 
quhat in the late age troubleil with ye intestine 
broyles of ye housses of (ilencaime and l^glin- 
tone and ther atlherents wich are nou in erjfect 
all forgotten, and by ressou of ye hm^ peace it 
hes injoye<l from forraine invasione it is become 
very Civil and well cultureil : So that for the 
quantity it (is) marveluusly well beiutified with 
goo4lly buildings an<l edifices of Xoble and 
genth*men, and ye <luellings of ye yeomaiirie 
verry thick p<mdreil over the face of this 
countrey, all for the most i>art well! and comoili- 
ously planted and grauishcd. So that one may 
much wounder how so small a bounds can 
contain* so well so many people having 
no tratle to live by l>ot ther husl>andry, 
and ye rent arraysing from the ground 
except a few living on the scii coste by 
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fiflching This tracte is so well planted that at ye 
first men wold think grate plottes of it to be 
continued in quhole woods, especially aboat 
Steuartoune and ye brinck ox ye river of 
Iruyn (^uher ye housses and ye duellings 
ar so thick for ye space of 3 or 4 myles alonf^es 
that river that weill travelled men in divers 
parts of Europa (affirm) that they have seine 
some walled cities not so weill and neir planted 
with housses so neir each to other as they ar 
heir, wherthroa it is so populous that at ye 
rinning of a bell in the night a few hours, ther 
has Ixjine seen conveine 3000 able men weill 
horsed and armed. 

EoCLESIASnCK GOVERXMENT OF CUNIXOHAME. 

This countrey in such matters as concerns ye 
church govemiment and order is subject to ye 
Jurisdictiono of one presbitrey con(sis)ting of 
ye quholl ministry therof , erected in the Burgh 
of Iruyn quher thev doe weekly assembl evrev 
Thursday to exercise ther jurisdictione in such 
affairs as belonges to ther chairge. 

CrviLL Government. 

Quheras other provinces be usually named 
shy res becausse they ar govmed by a shriffe in 
civill maters, this countrey is named a Baliffrie, 
and ih civilly governed by a Baliffe and his 
officers, wich office doeth heritably belonge to 
ye Earls of Eglintone, nothwithstanding also 
this countrey is comprehendid under the shriff- 
dome of Aire, and under ye authority of ye 
^riffe theroffe, quhosse officer may lousse the 
arrestment ma<le by the officer of ve said Bal> 
iffe, bot so may not ye said BaUffe*s officer 
lousse ye arrestment made by the said shriffe*s 
officer. 

BaTELLA most memorable ForOHTIN IN THIS 

Countrey. 

Ther was a most famous and notable batell 
fought upon the North syde of ye toune of ye 
Lairgs by Alexander Steuart, Liuetenenant 
Generall of ye Scotts armey against Acho, King 
of Noruay,quherafter a most creuell conflicte the 
said Acho with his armey wes put to flicht and 
lef te sexteine thousand of his armey dead upone 
ye place. This batell )vas foughtin in Anno 
1263. At this batell some wrctters record that 
K. Alexander ye 3d wes present at it, but ye 
place (of) triumph remains to this day knouen to 
posterity by the Name of ye batell of ye 
Lairiih. 

FAlERS AND Mt..rATS IN CrNINiillAME. 

Market tonnes and faires at pirish churches 
in Cunniiighanie : — 



Irwyn is a Royall burgh, and in it yeirly are 
3 fairs, 1st, 15 of Aguste, 2d, 8 of September, 3d 
ye 20 of October. 

Kilmarnock every Setterday, a grate market. 

Loudoun ye 9 of October. 

Kill-macks in October. 

DuNLOPFE 1 of November. 

Stuartoune 4 of September 

Kill- winning 20 of JanoariL 

Byith 8th of Agust, as also every Setterday. 

KiLL-BURNET on St Brandoo'sday, 16 of May. 

Dal-ry 20 of Julay. 

Kill BRYDE 1 of Febmarii 

Lairos, 8 Junii, St Colamban*s day. 

montans and hilus fob espbciall hioht akd 
grateness in cuninghame. 

Creuch-hill. 

Knock-hill, on the tope of wich ar vesUget 
of ancient entrenchments. 

Theeues-Kbaig. 

Brunt-hill. 

Hill of Staich. 

Mystie-Law, becausseit is almost everoovered 
with dark mists and thick fogges. 

Lou-DouN-HiLL, ou tope ofwich there is aoe 
grate sprink of Sueeit water, yielding a ploitifal 
stream. 

ANE ALPHABETT 

Of the touns, parisches, tooers, villages, Ham- 
letts, and housses of name within the coontvey 
of Cuninghame, with necessary Remembrmnoess 
on diverss of|them. 

A. 

AciiiN-DARRocH,nether,wich Irisch or andsnt 
Sootta word signifies a fold or east of mannrad 
soyle amongest oacke trees or within ane coke 
woode. 

ACHINDARROCH, OVCf. 
ACHIN-RlNOCH. 

Achin-gairth. 

achin-ary-well. 

AcHiN-coRSY is the possessions of ye Lords 
Boyd. 

AcHiN-cLOicH, or ye fold of stons, or stooey 
fold, ye poesessione of Johns Crauf arde. 

Acii I N -Gra Y belonges to ye Laird d KeralaiML 

ACHIN-SHANGAN. 
ACHIN -GOUNYEIR. 

AcHiN-SKYicH belonges to Johns Donlops, 
Laird therof. 

Achin-Mkddh. 

AcHiN-TYBERs. Achin being ane Inch word 
signifies a folds or a crofte of land ffainsd out of 
a wyld ground of before unmannrso, and lybsrs 
or Taubyrr as soms think a weU« doeth nmks 
ys namv Achin-tybers to exprsMS a wsU-fold or 
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A fold qnherin a wel-spring is. It is ye hertage 
of Te Etf Uet of Cawilus. 

AcHiN-HXBVT. The etimoloffie of ye word 
«gipifiing a f olde or mantired orofte of com npon 
a yellow knoppe, or ye fold of ye yellow knoppe. 
It if ao ancient old touer, weill planted, and does 
belong to a gentleman of the name of Cuninjyr- 
hame qoho is Balyie of theLord-schippe of Kil- 
mauen, called ye LAird of Achin-hervy. 

A&D*DTiRB,or Knoppes, quher indeed therare 
many knoppes npon sands, that laye objected to 
ye wind upon the sea shore. And hard by it 
ther is a grate knoppe or mole of earth quheron, 
as is constantly affirmed, ther hath beine a grate 
casteU seated, the place retaining the name of 
Castai hill to this day. 

AUIN-WOOD. 

Aaibd-dach, or Ard-daach, as some interpret 
it ; a heich plott or daach of land layand upon 
a know. 

AxD'KEiLL or NeeVs knope, ye possessioue of 
Archibald boyd, Laird of portincrosse and Ard- 
neeL 

ARDR068XN Castbll, SO named in respect it is 
situatted on a suellins knope of a rocke running 
frome a toung of land advancing from ye maine 
land in ye sea, and almost environed with ye 
same, for Ross in ye ancient Brittich tounge 
signifies a Biland or ^ninsula. This castell is 
▼ery strongly and weill bulte, having in it many 
ronmes and a spring of fresh watter, which 
makes it the more strong. In this castell ther is a 
toner named ye red touer, and in it a vault called 
Wallace lardner, for this castell being in ye pos- 
•essione of ye EInglisch, Wallace used this strata- 
geme. He sett a housse hard by the castell 
a fyre, that thesse quho kept ye castell not sus- 
pecting anev fraud came out to ye eresken ^t.e. 
rescue) of the housse quhome tliey (imagined) 
by accident to have taken fyre. Hot Wallace 
with a weill-armed company gifs them a veirv 
hote welcome and kilU them, everey mother^ 
•one, and forthwith forces ye castell and wins it. 
In this deep vault in ye bottom of ye red touer 
flans he ye carcatches (%,e, carcases) of thesse 
Englich, wich to this day gave it the name of 
Widlace lardner. Ther is (one) thing to be ad- 
mired in the fontaine of fresh watter wich is in 
a vault in this castell, for it, like to ye Sea, ebbs 
and flows two several times each 24 houres. 

Its banket to pass doeth tnelss assay, 
And taeisse a^ne rei«ir each day. 

The reason is from yo ebbing and flowing of ye 
salt sea wich environs ye rocke Cjuheron ye 
castle standee, and at each surge, with horrible 
repercussions regorges the fresh water, not 
letting issew from its spring and so makes the 
fontaine swelL This castell was for many ages 



possessed bv the Barclayes, for in a charter of 
Sir Richard Morvell, Lord Cuninghame, &c., to 
ye monastery of Kilwinning, Kichardus de 
Berclay dus ae Ardrossen is a wittnes. Now 
it belonges to ye Earlls of Efflintone. 

Abdrossen Kirk is a goodly parochiall curch 
neir adjoining to ye said Castell. 

Akat-over, a pretty dwelling belonging to 
Alexander Cuninghame laird therofe. 

Akat-xether belongs to ye laird of Johnstons 
within the countrey of Renfrow. 

Akinhead. 

Annand-hill belonges to ye Earle of 
Eglintone. 

Ansock FLimus. This is a pretty litell 
river and falls into Irwyne. From this river 
ye boundes nixt adjacent was of olde named 
Strath-annock, especially the parish of 
Steuart toune. 

Annat-yairds. 

Apple Hirste. 

AssHiN-YAiRDES belongcs to one Alexander 
Cuninghame. 

ASTINO-POPPLE. 

AssLOSs, or Achinloss, it belonges to James 
Assloss, laird of ye same, being bot a verry 
small thing, yet hes predicessors ha:i keipt it 
some hundered of yeirs. 

B. 

Bkyglies. 

Blackhoiise is the possessiono of Patrick 
Montgomerie. 

Breed-sorrow is the po&sessionc of the 
Laird of Blare, and being a small hainlett it is 
so named becausse of grate sorrow it bred 
amongst nighbours dcbettaing and contesting 
for ye heritable risht thereof. 

Breddock-lie is ye possessioue of ye Laird 
of Capringtone. 

Black -CRAio is the Lord Bovda. 

Black-mosse is the Laird of Kelsolands. 

Broun E-MOORE is the possession of Heu 
Hamiltone. 

Black-craige, a rocke so named in the sea 
neir to yo poynt called Brig-vird. 

Bedlen is a proper touer with orchards 
adjoyning therto. it is the i>osscssione of 
Andro Craufurd, laird thereof. 

BEDLAN-CrNiNGHAM is the Laird of Capring- 
tone. 

Braidlie belong to Robert Harvy. 

Blair-Castle is ane ancient castell and 
strong dounioun, weill beautified with gardens* 
orchards, and partiers seatted on the brinke of 
the river Gamock. It is the ancient patri* 
money and heritage of ye Lainls of Blare da 
eodem, to quhome a grate portiono of the 
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p»ri8li nf I)nl-ray JoM lykwnycs belongo. The 
pUce giving onu luune to ye po«sewar Bhowcs it 
to )« locall. Blair, in our olil .Scotts langiisge, 
M Itucliaiinn interpritts it, signitiiiig ' Kolum 
uboribus liberum. Bot in fonner ages the 
KiuiDrd of llieir Uiids (quhen as Kir Richard 
Munwell fuumlett Itie Ahbay of Kit-wiiinitis) 

of ye founiiatinin? of IhiB abby yet Pitaiit lieare 

Kar^uoI!! belongs lo ye Lainl of Kenlaud. 

BAH-KvifE is KeraUoils lykwayca. 

llviTii-KiKK U a purochiall church »iiuato 
Deir lUe iaick of Kitbuniy. 

BituAiisTArsK, a pretty ilwelUng, now the 
heritage of lieu Montgonicric. Tiiia iluclhns 
yielrU a vcrry plea«ant prospecte to ye liflior 
dere ; it bvtongcil of old to yc LonI f.iildoll. 

BoitEHAij, l>elongs also to this Laird of 
BroaileHtane. 

Blaa-lotiie, id est Laciis Pallidus. So named 
be.aiuviu (luhen the tinnameut is most Bprenc 
utd cleir tlien it is palidu niid dea<l coloured 
oonlmir to all nihcr un-corrupl and suuit 

ROSH. 

t*ine <in to|is i 

ye vesliges of anc anciiui lort. 

Bnosi.AND, over and nether, ar ye posscBsions 
of y« KiirU of CiissiUa. Heir of old ,\uM 
Uotlinil du K'fln, a famous Uid potent noble- 
man <if grMi- rcpiitntioiiu quho, having his 
residenctr heir, eiijoyerl ample poisesiiions 
ibr-Kle in vc countrcy mid was f.ir ye tyine 
Sbritre i<f Aire. Uts jurisdictione then extend- 
ing over CLirrivli, I'tininghaine, and Kydl ; of 



( posseusione of yc 
1., ;. pi,., 






e s]>ei'tatora 



nals 



I the tniuurity of David ye 



(Joiofriilo Ros»io prufeclo iuridico 
Aerensi, breui totani Carnvtam. O'ilnm, ae 
Cuniiiglianiiain in suan partes traxcrnnt. 

Bl„t''K.i^v,--lin.l. 

Baktov-ikkimk, (if old ye pouesioneof philipc 

R*iKHow-i.AS*r>, ye poasesionc of Rolwrt 

Beni^lik. 

Ba.;ra. 

BonsToNHIIAW, the inheritance of .I'llincltoyd. 

BiiNHToSK'I-ui'il. a frech waiter taick, aboiiud- 
inswilh tisch, 

BoKKiu'vlLLS Iklonga lo Robert fairlie, doni. 
de Godcm. 

Bill KTiLKr-iiiuji liclongi to ye Earle of 
Eglintoijc. 



Brvdokikk, the pouesione of Robert Greine- 

Buoi'MI-AKiis belongs to Johne peiblias, Uit 
provest of Irwyn. 
BENEacKom is ye Lord Loudotu. 
BolosvuE belonged to ye Laird of Glengar- 

BuHSEMorTii, the place of Bitth of that 
notable preacher William Ainl, quho, licing 
eiltaordinarity catlid from a maiuone, became 
a fanioos preaiJicr and detector of the Romiach 
whoore in ye 1)egining of the reformation of our 
church. 

C. 

Cooov-Hiix. 

Cau-vir-hill, a bill sepantlling the Shriff- 
dome of Renfrow and the countrey of Cuning- 
hame, wich should be callit Quam-yir-hill. 

CA!iTeLL-lllu.quherar the remanden of ane 
ancient Castell wich hath beine ther upooe 
that hill. 

Camfeli^ the pouesione of the Iaiti] of 
Kersland. 

COLDGREEIN. 

Cabi.esm;b, it belongs to je Cuninghame 
Lairds of Vatterstouns. 

CoKSBY-Toi'iti is Ibe habitatione of WUUani 
Craufunl of Acbnaims, by divers thought to be 
cheiffo of the Crauf ards ; he holds ye same of y« 
Earls of Glencaime. This somam J is venr 
ancient, and did memorable Mnrice under IL 
Alexiuider ye 3d at the battel! of L«rgis by 
qubonie ther good service was nobly rscotn- 
penK.ll with divers grate lands and poaaeuuos, 
aeconling to ve old cummon Rithnie : — 

Tbey hul DrafTenn Melhweim, and rich erth 

Camelloune Knockawart and fair Lowodouae 
for this King lykwayt« they hare amongst them 
a traditione that they had ther amies. 

CuLiiEi'CHHiLEN, a ponesione of the Lkird ol 
Kerslanila. 

CfurEL-TorsE Noara and Socra beloogi t» 
ye Lord Boss. 

Chom Mou&b. 

Ctil .-HAIIT. 

l'i.EKi'Kt.AM>, ye poMcsiune of Robert Boyd. 
CA.KTKt.TUCNE, il is ye possesiooe of Johne 

Canin^bame. 



tberuf. 

CuTFREE belongs to him lykwayea. 
CuAMiiERBOi-HitES, ye pomeMioiM of JohDt 
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CAPSUimoirs beloogi to ye laird of Cuning- 
fc^wMi^ iciiicL 

Craufubdlakd Castkll, a fair building weill 
plaoted, belonging to Cranfurd therof, with 
diTert amall hamletts and villaffes, their adjacent. 

Cbookkd-homb is the Lord Boydt. 



D 



DuKirLrrr. 

Drutm-mkal-Lhcn, wich the vulgar inter- 
nrette the rigging of the medowish moate, ia ye 
Laird of Achinharwys. 

DRrTM E {id tJtt), a back of rigning of ground. 

DOCAT-LAXD. 

Daix-rt (t) the hauch or hoome of the river 
By. Altho tome thinks ye river to be named 
from it with ye rest of ye said parochin wich, 
accordijic to ye conjecture of aivers wes for- 
merly called Dal-ry. That is ye Kings hoome. 
Ther is a litell village their a<ljoynin^ to ye said 
paroch church. The situatione of this paroche 
of Dairy seims to declyne to ve sunne. 

Dybill belongs to ye Laird of Kcrsland. 

DAUfACHLAN. 

DUDUPS. 

DAUiARrAN belongs to John Montgomerie. 

Dow-viscK FLU : black waiter, for so it is. 

Di)W-vis('H-BANCKE8. Heir ther Id a ffirate 
cove, the inermost end quherof is not found ; it 
if by the vulgar naine<l the Elffe housse being 
of a large bounds within. 

Druym-but {%), the yellow backe. 

DOCKRAES. 

DrKLOPP, ane ancient stronge hous fortified 
with a deep foussie of waiter and planted with 
ffoodly orchards. It is also named Hunthall 
Decausse, say they, the ancient possessor therof 
wes huntsman to (imlofred Ross. The quhoU 
bounds and grounds heiraboute, and all Mach- 
ani(x*h nioore, wes of old a mighte forrcst, it 
belonKs to James Dunloppe of that same and 
cheifh of hes name. 

DcNLOPPK KIRK, prettily seatted at ye con- 
fluence of 3 small brookcs. 

DowE-CATT-iiALL, yc possessioue of George 
Campbell of Steuinstone, a pretty duelling 
Weill planted. 

DrBB8, ye possessione of Alexander Parck. 

Dawra, the possessione of the laird of Mon- 
greinan. 

Dyrcla<:h (t), a stoney wilderness. It be- 
longs to ye Moore Lairds of Rouallan, 

Dkcmmoir belongs to ye Laird of Nether 
peirstonne. 

DALMrsTBRNOCii IS Rouallans. 



Dbutm-cloich (t), Stoney back is Rooallan'a 
also. 

Drumbrat. 

Dal-whatswoode. 

Darne-vaill. 

E. 

Eddelie burne belongs to ye Laird of Mod* 
fod. 

Baster-hill of Byith, a pretty bulding, weill 
planted, belonging to Johne Cuninghame. 

EoLiNTOCNE, a fair and stronge ancient houss 
wich gifs the tytill of earlc to yc cheitre of ye 
Montgomeries, quho ar F^rln of Kglintoune. 
It is seatted and wattre<l by the Rivtu- Lugdurr 
and weill planted and beutitied with (iardens, 
orchards, and parkes. 

Easter- RAUR8. 

F. 

FORRET OF KyITH. 

Flote. 

FaIRLEY\'AIRI). 

Fairleyland, a small yland adjoyning to 
the harbour. 

Fairlie castell is a stronge toure and verey 
ancient, beutified with orchardcs and gardins. 
It belongs to Fairlie de eodeni, chieflfo of ther 
name. 

Flasckwood iKjlongs to ye Laird of Kel- 
bume. 

FouLEVOODE is ve Earle of Cassilles. 

FouLE-siiAW belongs to ye laird of Kol^ert- 
land. 

FERcrs-HiLL, ye Iiabitatione of Robert 
Fergushill de eo<lcm, chieffe of hes name, ane 
honest and dcscreit gentleman. 

Fairlysckrimocu is ye inheritance of ye 
Laird of Sorby. 

Finnr'K. 

Fleeminouill. 

O. 

Gaurock. 

Glaisterlands. 

GiKFiN-CASTELi., a strougeold housse anciently 
belonging to ye Lordes of Lldisdaill ouome our 
Histories promiscuousley name Liddalia 
REorLrs et Lidisdaij.c domlnts. It came 
to ye Doufflaises as a parcell of ye said Harony 
with ye daughter and heire of that famous 
Godofred de Koss, sometyme lord of Lidisdaill 
and Shriffe of Aire. Quho did in this countrey 
pos s ees all ye landes betuix Spittill burne and 
Poubaith. 

GaRBOCH'RIIX. 

Gallaberret is ye inheritance of ye Laird 
of Langahaw. 
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Gooo FLUvius, a raiall river runnlDg by the 
ctirch of ye Largs. 

Garnock FLUVIUS is a pretty river over- 
passed with three bridges and yieldes plentey 
of Salmons. 

GouAX-UE is ye Lord Boyds. 

Gz«ENOARNOCK CASTELL is a verey faire stronge 
ancient and weill bult castell, ye cheiffe fabrick 
arraysing in three touris of a good height, 
seated on a rocke under wich glyoes the River 
Gamock. It hes for a longe tyme belonged to 
the Cunighams Lairdes therof. 

Gaad-berrie-hsad ar grate heigh rockes 
miJcining a bead land and running in the 
meane occeane. 

Glassdurr FLUVIUS. A prettey small river. 

Glasschach [t], a ^^rassey plott. 

Grange, the inheritance of ye Laird of Cam- 
bnskyth. 

Groooar & Groooar-moure, the inheritance 
of David Grhame sometyme of Knock-dolean. 

Gles-fluvius, a small river falling in Lrving 
River. 

H. 

Han ISO. 

Hill of Kelboland. 

Halcarden. 

HoLL house. 

Halk hirst, the poasesione [of] Erskyne 
Laird therof, 

Haly : belongs to Gavin Blare. 

Hardgill is a small brooke. 

Hourett Touer, ane oM stronge Touer, ye 
inheritance of David Ker of Kenland. 

HuNTARSTOUNE belongs to Robert Huntar, 
Laird therof. 

Hi NO DOG UE is ve Lord Boyds, over aganist 
wich upone the other svde of ye River Ry ther 
is a place named Fycknoch quher hath beine 
anciently a grate forte and castrametatione. 

Hasilhkad castle, a stronge old bulding 
environed with lairge ditches seatted on a 
Loch, Weill planted and comodioely beatified. 
The heritage of Robert Montgomery Laird 
therof, famous it is for ye birth of that re- 
Bouned poet Alexander Montgomery. 

HaLK HEAD-LOCH. 

Hapela.nds (t), halffe penney lands. 

Heapelands, the inheritance of David Don- 
lope, Laird therof. 

HORSSE Iyle, a small lyland layand in the 
••a not far distant from ye castell of Ardrossen 
wich some think [not] to be so named not from 
the horsse pastured in it, bot from ye Surname 
of Horsse of ye wich Phiupb Horsse, sone in 
law to Sir Richard Morwell, quho in old evi- 



denoes wes stylled Philippub de Hoi 
Janitor CoMiTia Gallottidlc 

HooMES, so named from ye low ntnatiaoe 
therof. 

Harrow hill. 

Hatsmurb. 

Hare-law. 

Harrow hill. 

Haoo. 

Hagholls. 

HiLLHOUSSE. 

Hall. 

L 

Jeelsland. 

Jamestoune. 

Irrwyne FLUVIUS, thiA is the greatest Rivar 
in all Cuninghame. 

Irrwyn e Touy e. This [is] the head barroagh 
and cheiffe porte of ye oountty of Coninghameu 
the porte and harbry beinff now much cKoayed 
from quhat it wes anciently, being stopt with 
shelves of sand wich hinders the neir approch 
of shipping, the toune is a free Royal rarsfie, 
and is governed with a provest and his BaUfli, 
in it is a fair church, and the Bailie Coorta of 
Cuninghame ar ther keipt by the Earlt of 
Eglintoune and hes deputts. Neir to ve tonne 
the River Irwyne is overpassed by a faire stooe 
Bridge, neir to wich wes formerly a frierrey of 
ye order of ye Carmalitts foundit of old by the 
Laird of Foulartone de eodem. Ther is plsntej 
of salmons takin in this River, and ye tonnes 
bears for ther armes Arg: a Lyons chained 
Guells. 

Judas Hill is the Lord Boydes. 



Knock, a prettey duelling seattsd on the 
mane occeane and weill planted. 

Kirklasd belongs to James Craufiird of 
Flottertoune. 

Kelso-land, the heritage of Archibald Kelso, 
of that same Laird therof a guid hoosss wsOl 
planted. 

Kelsoland Netrxb belongs to William 
Kelso, Laird therof. 

Keel-burke, so named from ye read kssl 
found and digett ther. 

Knaooy flu. 

Kklburne head. 

Kbl-burne foote. 

Kelburne Castell, a goodlv bfUdinc wsOl 
planted, having verey beutifnl orobaras and 
gardens, and in one of th«n a spatiovM Rons 
adomid with a christalin fontans cutis all o«l 
of the living rocke. It belongs herslnblj to 
John Boll, lAird thsrol. 
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Keaiqlt is the Lftiid HiifellheMU. 

KmCCK tSTDM KUJm 
KllfOS BURNS VL. 



>BILL. 

KkaioHux. 

Kaiktiknxn-hill, it is the Lord Boydes, 
and hath bene ane ancient strong forte as the 
nuns to this day bears wittnes, it is named 
from ye old Sootish word kaer a forte and 
Tinnen, wieh Vinnen wes ane holy man or sant 
that lired neir to this. This stands neir ye 
Biyer Gamocke and oyertops it. 

KuJAUBNY Castlb, a fair buldinff weill 
planted, the heritage of Johne Cranfora, Laird 
therof. 

KiLBURNT KIRK, the Qsoall boriall place of 
ye Lairds of Kilbumy and Glengamock. In 
ye Cemitery therof ther is a pretty stone monu- 
ment erected bearing this inscriptione, Heir 
layes Thomas Cranfurd of JordanniU sext sone 
to Laurence Cranfurd of Kilbumey and Jonette 
Ker hes spouse, eldest daughter to Robert Ker 
el Kersland quho deceassed ye 15 . . . . 
This is that famous Capitane Thomas Craufurd 
iDider qohosse condncte the castell of Dun- 
hrittane wes surprised of late zeirs. 

KiLBOHSKAN. 

Kammkltounk. 

KnJiRTDB Ki&KB, a parochiall church seatted 
in a fertille sovle neir to wich anciently wes 
ther a stronge forte. 

KxBKUkND, a pretty duelling, the heritage of 
OaTin Blair. 

Kalpi fluvius, a small brooke wich faUs in 
ye KiTer Gamock. 

KOCKIBDAILL. 



KD. 

Knockauabt olim, ye inheritance of ye 
Crmnfords. 

Kkock-biuoch. 

KART-LAw-CiisTLB or SteyikbtdukbCastxll, 
a £sir stronge buldinx belon^ng to ve Earls of 
Glmcaime, ouho had ye said CasteU barroney 
parisch and Lordschipe by the marriage of ye 
Douglass heritrix therof. It belonged in A*. 
1191 to ye Lockarts. 

RiLWDf ifKN. It doeth beare ye name vinnen 
of a oertain holy man so named wich came from 
Irland with oertane of hes disoipells and fol- 
loners, and heir taught ye GospeU, the pl*ee 
of hes residence retaning still ye name mil- 
▼hmin (t), ye church or cell of vinnen. Unto 
qnbome as to notable sante the superstitious 
poiterity dedicatted. The searching out of ve 
lomologie of this place may (as appeireth) be 



evidently confirmed by the names of ye adjacent 
places to this day : as Suy-Innen, that is Yinins 
seat. Kaer-vininbilL St Vinins velles, fabled 
by the vulgar, credulous Comons to have 
issewed of ye tears of this sant. It is affirmed 
that ye toune and place quher this Abbey of 
Kilwinin standee wes formerly named Sbo- 
dounb as the foundatione of the said monas- 
tarey beares record. It wes foundit by a 
Noble Englich man named Sib Richard Mor- 
WELL, fugitive from hes auen countrey for ye 
slaughter of Thomas Becckett, Archbischope 
of Uanterburrey (being one of them) in the 
Rainge of K. Henry 2d of England, ouho 
flying to Scotland wes be the then Scotts king 
welcomed and honoured with ye office of grate 
Constable of Scotland, as also inriched with ye 
Lordeschipe of Cumnohame, Larois, and 
Lauderdaill qubosse posterity for divers 

fenerations possessed ye said office and Lands. 
Ton the forsaid Richard being, as would seime, 
tuoched with compunctione for ye safety of hes 
s6ule (according to the custome of thesse tymes) 
did found this Abbey of Rillvinnin in testi- 
money of hes repentance. And first of all did 
bulde ye Queir or Cancell of ye said Abbey 
church endouing it with diverss lands as 
namely the 80lb Land of Killvinin after this 
tennor, Damus forrestam nostram de Killvinin 
ibidem deo seruientibus ad pascendum porcos 
eorum et ad exscindenda lisna ad coustruc- 
tionem Monasterii una cum aecimis tergorum 
tarn ceruorum quam damarum eiusdem forrestte. 
(t.e.. We grant our forest of Kilwinnina, in the 
same phu^, to the worshippers of GoJ to feed 
their swine and to cut wockI for the conttruo- 
tion of a monastery, with the tithes of th9 
backs (».€., the bocues, or hides) of stags, as 
well as hinds of the same forest). Also Auicka 
L0N0A3TXR, wyffe to ye said Sir Richard, with 
consent of her said husband dottes m puram et 
perpetuam elimoeinam the land of Bytth Batth 
ana Threppe-wood to ye said Monasterey. 
Item Dorothea de Morvill daughter to ve said 
Sir Richard and wyffe to Pbilippus de Horssey 
accomplisched ye fabrick of ye said Monasterey, 
and hes sone Dominus Valterus de Horssey 
confirms to them the same, and the said funda- 
tione, with ye donations and mortifications 
thereto belonging is confirmed by pope Hon- 
orius the 2d A^. 2^. pontificatus sui. Thesse 
donations and fundations ar also confirmeil by 
K. Alexander the 3d, as also by Jockluius 
Dbi Gratia humius GLASflUKXSis Eocubsub 
MnosTXR AuTHORiTATB Episgopau, ko. The 
Revenues of this Abbay wer grate and man^ 
by ther proper Lands. The founder therof^ 
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Sib Richard Morwill, layes interrid in the 
new cemetery of this church, under a tome of 
Lymestone, framed coffin wayea, of old pol- 
lished *work with this coate (of arms) on the 
■tone with [out] auey superscriptione or Epi- 
taphe. The structure of thes mouasterey wes 
solid and grate all of free stone cutte. The 
church faire and staitly after ye modell of that 
of Glasffow, with a fair steeiple of 7 score foote 
of heiffht yet standinn^ quhen I myaelfe did see 
it. Heir wer also the Lords Montgomery and 
Earls of Eglintone interrid. The River Gar- 
nook glyds betuix ye toune and albay over 
passed with a faire stone bridge. Heir it is 
remarkable that this Monastarey wes found it 
in A'. 1191 and destroyed in A\ 1591. It is 
ye precinct enWroned with a faire stone wall, 
within wich ar goodly gardens and orchardes. 

Rraionaught-xether is ye possessione of 
Ga\in Hamiltone of Raplauch. 
KiiONBYiTH belongs to William Cunin^hame. 
KiRKwooD, ye possessione of Johne Xiven. 
Kirk-bryd. 

KiRKPURD. 

Kings Kitchen. 

Klonheri-r belongs to Cuninghame, Laird 
of Cuninghanihea<l. 

Karmrll KLrvirs. 

Knager hiix, ye Inheritance of Johne 
Pebles. 

Kuningiiame-uead Castele, a stronge old 
d union seat ted on ye brinke of ye River 
Anncx'K, Weill planted. 

Knockin-tybkr (or knopne of ye well), the 
heritage of James Mowatt, Laird therof. 

Kn.MAERs TOCNE, Castle and kirke. The 
toune is a large village seatted in a good soyle 
and verey populous. Ye castell is ane ancient 
stronge bulding belon^ng to ye Earls of Glen- 
cairn, environed with a fair parke called 
Carmell wo<l from ye watter of C arm ell that 
runs by it. Ye church is weill bult and is the 
comon sepulture of ye Karlls Glencairne Lords 
Kilmauers. Kilmauers, that is ye church or 
cell of Mawers, alleilgcil by the vulgar a holy 
man. 

KiLMKRNoTK TtU'NE and KIRKE is a large 
village and of grate repaire. It hath in it a 
weelriv market. It hath a faire stone bridge 
over the River Makmm k wich fflydcs hard by 
the said toune till it falles in the Kivcr Caldir. 
It hath a prettey church from wich ye village 
Cantle and Lordsi'hipe takes its name. It wes 
bulte by Locarts Larrls of it and dedicat lo a 
holy man Mumock as witnesses ye RecortU of 
Kilvinin abbay. The Lord Royd is now Lord 
of it, to quhosse prediceasors it hath ))elonged 



for maney generations. In this church ar 
divers of ye Lord Boydes progenitors boried, 
amongs quhome ther is one tombe or stone 
bearing this inscriptione and coate (of arms). 
Hio Jacet Thomas Boydb Domixus db Kill- 

MABNOCK QUI OBIST SePTIMO DIB MBN8I8 JuLU 

1432 k Johanna db Montoomert eius sPorsA. 
Obate pro 119. There is also ane other tombe 
not so ancient of Robert Lord Boyds (wheron) 
is this Epitaph : — 

Here layes that godly, noble, wjmm Lord Boyd, 
Who kirk and king and comonweill dacord, 
Wich wer. whill tbey thLi J well all eiOoyed, 
Manteind Gouemd and councelled by that Lord. 
His ancient hoime (of te perriUd) be reetor'd, 
Toeiase aex and sexty yeirs be lived, A tyne 
By death ye tbrid of Janiutr devord. 
In Anno thrysse fyve bondreib aoi^hty Nyne. 

Neir also unto this Robert Lord Boyd, Layes 
interred Robert Last Master of Boyde, quho 
deoeassed in Anno 1597. 

KiiJCERNOCK Castlb, it is a staitly faire 
ancient bulding arrysing in tno grate heigh 
towers, and bult arround courtewaye^i with 

Sne low buldinss. It is weill planted, and 
roost environed with gardens, orchard i, and 
a parke, it belonged first to ye Locartts, Lordea 
therof, and then to tbe Lord Soulis, and now 
the cheiffe duelling almost for 3(X) yeirs of ye 
Lords Boyde. Neir to it is ther a stone crosse 
called to this day Soulis Crosse quher they 
affirme ye Lord SouUis wes killed. Item, not 
far from Kilmernock in ye midell of ye River 
Irwin wes the Read Stbuartb slaine after he 
had receaved a Responce from a witch that he 
should not perrish nather in Kyle nor yet in 
Cuninghame, the said river being the merch 
betuix the tuo an<l being in nather of them. 

Kraigda. 

Klonfin. 

Kraioditntan. 

Kraio-uocsse. 

Krfnen. 

k arlino -c&aio b. 



Lairos, neir this toune did ye Scotts obteine 
a memorable victory under Alexander ye 3d 
against Aciio king of Noruay, quhosse armey 
they uterly overthrew, it is a burghe of Bar* 
roney. It is a fyne plott extended on ye bank 
of ye ffrate occean. Laying low. It hath also 
a small porte for botts on the month of ye 
River Gooow. Upone ve North syde of y« 
toune, ther is a pairt called by the vulgar ye 
pRisHoN-roLD quher ther wer a grate nomber of 
Danes enclosed and taken priseoners at ye 
batell of Lari:is. Heir is also a paroohlall 
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ebnrdia of ye tame name, heir adjovDing the 
Lord Boyd hath divers lands called Noddis- 

DiAILB. 

LONQBOD. 
LArKROCK-CASTLB. 

Ladtuutd, a atronge toaer. 

LOCHBND. 
LOCHKIUJB. 

Lnx. 

LuDOAB TLVVivs issues from Loch-libo. 

LAW-CAirrLB, a strong grate Dotmijon. 

Lyokb-shbkillb. 

Loch of Killburxby, it is ye goodliest frech 
waiter Loch in all Cmiinghame. 

Loch-Iargan, wich in ye ancient Scottish 
langnagB does signifie Russhy-Loch. It is a 
pretty Irech watter Loche and yeilds store of 
pf kes and eeiles. 

Lambriddin. 

LnSBNS OVBR. 
LtSSBNS NETHER. 

Laxoshaw belongs to NeiU Montgomery, 
Ijurd therof. 

Lhux-fakd (i), heigh medow. 

T^rriLB STAiNE. 

Lcdoar-litlb. 

Ludoar meikele. 

LocHRiDOE OVER, bclongs to ye laird of 
Bobertland. 

LocHRiDGK NETHER, belongs to Amot Laird 
tlierof. 

L^NODREnooRNE is a large village with a 
parochiall church. 

L%MBRO(*HTorNE, ye ancientest inheritance 
of ye predioessors of ye Cuninghames, Earls of 
Glencaime. 

Louxx)rN belongs to ye Lord Lowdoone, 
heritable shriffs of Aire. 

LoCDOrXE UTLE. 

Loudoun Hiix, a small hamlett. 
LouDocN loch. 

M. 

MlLRIDGE. 

Marti^olen. 

MiCHAELATOUNE. 
MiDDELTOUNE. 
MOORE-HRAD. 
MOURE-TOUNE. 

Mains of Suy Inin belongs to ye Lord 
Skmplf- 

MiLLBURNE FLUvius nmning by Kirkbryde. 

Mark esvoorth. 

MiDDEiXTOUNE is the Lord Boydes, with 
maaey snmll villages therto adjoining. 

Mauld-UEAD is ye Laird of Kcrslandr. 

MoKfODD, a pretty duelling betoninging to 
Heugh Monfodd of that ilk, Laird therof. 



MiNNOCK OVBB belongs to David Fairelies. 

Medow hxads is the inheritance of ye Lord 
Roes. 

Midde Minnock belongs to ye Laird of 
Ramfurly. 

Minnock Nether, belongs to James Crau- 
fard. 

MoNGASTLB, a pretty fare buldin^, weill 
planted, ye inheritance of Hamiltone Knrle of 
Abercorne. 

Marchland doeth belonge to ye Laird of 
Achinharvey. 

MoNCARDEN, a proper duelling weill planted, 
veilding in all ye ground yerof Ck>lles, and 
belongs to Andrew Niven Laird therof. 

MoNORYNRN Castle is ane old strong Dunijon 
Weill and plesantly planted, ye inheritance of 
Cuninghame Laird therof, sune to tlie abott of 
Kilwinin quho wes brother to James Earle of 
Glencairne. 

Meikele staine, a strong old touer l)elong- 
inff to ye Earle of Eglintonc. 

MaCHARNOCH - MOORE. 

Munckland. 

N. 

North Skelmorly, a fair weille bult liousse 
and plesantly seatted, decorred with orchards 
and woodes, the inheritance of Ro1>ort Mont- 
gomery Laird therof quho holds it of ye Karls 
of Glencairne. 

nodle fluvius. 

Nether Ramshead. 

Neubotle. 

New HALL. 

NeTEL- HIRST. 

Noblestouxe. 

Nete yle, is a litlc small lyland neir ye 
Castell of Ardrossen nuher ye Earle of Ei^lin- 
toune hath a salmona iisching by Netts from 
wich ye lyland is so named. 

Nether Robertland is ye Lainl of Corsse- 
hills. 

Nether preistoune belongs to Barcklay, 
Laird therof, and is ane pretty duelling. 

Neumilles, a fair and weill bult duelling, 
decored with plesant gardens and orchardes. 
It belongs to ye Lord Loudoun. Having a 
parish churche so named with a stone bridj^e 
over ye River Irwin. 

O. 

Old* MOORE belongs to ye Laird of Achin- 
amys. 

OuERTOUNE is the Lairtl of Vatterstouns, 
OuERLYNN is Johue Lynns de eodem. 
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Odkk Robkrton CjiaTLt bdoiigi to Cnning- 
bftma lunl therof. 

OuiBS-HElTOR, ancieoUy tlia cheiffs dDsUing 
of that famcnu Godofnd Boa bat now yB 
poneuicme of Mootgomary L«ird of Skel- 

OciR FEiaHTonNB, » propgr balding weill 

£«a]ted, the inharitaiKw of Bkirs I^lrd of 
dMntonne. 
Oci 



P. 
PADDocEBIDDtMa U ja Lord SempeU. 

PoWDUm-BURME. 
FOWKCS HOCH -BDKNB. 

PltKON U tiiB inhsritMwe of ThomM Boydo. 
P00I/-TABS (or tba bnlla barcM). 
PoKTiNCROWK CwHA tho idlMcitMtoe aj 
Archibald Boydc, Uird of Ard NeiU. 
Plvkm, & strain fklUnK in jra Hirer 0«r- 



PoTTUt-TOUNB U je LiMrd of 

FOW RCSKAN. 
FOW-KAIUJS. 
POW-BVTH, 

Q. 

QUABTKR. 

R. 

Bt FLCvirs. 

RlNUAXBOU-RtU. 

Bnn-BiLi- 

RlDDINUII. 

BowAu^!!, k itronge uiciant daoUiiu be- 
loogiox to ye the aaniune of Uoore, veiu nair 
400 yun. Wltb them K. Bob. 2d AlUyad. 

RiCiKCRAioB, a retiined onoe « ntvagp CeMie 
and the chciffe lestto of Oodbkd db Koh Lord 

UddiMlMiL 

Ry w> " 

RAAI>T»M'MtlJ. 

Raij^ttum «re eJI ye Lord Boyda- 



SODTH Fardino. 

Skklmoklt mookk. 

Skklmoklt BUBxcr, k litell riU. 

Skli ntiwtdji-hiu. 

Stukbtohb belong! to Jobne UoaUcomeritt. 

SALTB-oorm, quhamlt ii mmde. It belongi 
to ye Bkrls at Glencaime. 

SncARTBTOtmE CAan^ a. itronge old Donn- 
ijon. The wuHent inheriliuice of ye pT«dicaMWS 
of oar Sootta Idiwi. Now powtHed by Neeill 
Moatgomerey ol Luigaihaw. 

Sakd-ud and 

Snonaa ar ys inberitanoa of ya Lord Boydai. 

Stlvkbwood ie the iofaenlaiMa of JohM 
PoN«, Uird therof. 



TOBOXU. BUBXL 

TouBX HKiLL U the inheritanoa of Darid 
Boyde, brother to ye Lord BoydeL 

TDnNOVB-L-AND. 

Thbid-pairt ii the inheritanoa of Cnniiig* 
hame, Laird of Olenganiook. 

TOM-SBBBIUS. 
TA!4N0CK. 

TuoRKE U the inharitaDoe of Robert Kor, 
L«ird therof. Mid he ia tbovght to [ba] ye mni 
Mtdent gentlenuui of tluit ramaoie in Ml Soot- 
land. 

Tbrrart, a Itronge old dnelling weOI plantaJ, 
baknging to ye Lora Raea. 

Tritduchs. 

TsMn.B-BomaB. 

TocBK LANDH ia the inheritanoa of WllUaa 
Cnninghama, I^ird therof. 

TBNn.BTOunE. 

V. W. 

Wood-side ia a proper duelling and lialnnfi 
« ye I^rd of RaalitoDDa. 

Whtt BRAioa is the Lord Boyda. 

Vatter-lanm ii the poeeeaione of Jo. UoM- 
gooiery of Achinbotthy. 

Wakhii anciently Deknumd to rHlUFK Dl 
HoRtST, aone in law to Sir Rieliard MorwiU. 

Tauux hill is Ciininghairie heado. 

TooD HILL belongs to ye EaH of EtUntaOM. 

VtiTTiaBaKUtT-BiLL, s haoilet so nadied. 

VtJtDEy.iDai ia the Earl of Edintonot. 

Ward-law belong* to Bobart Boyd. 



CARRICK IN 1696, 



ntOH 



"THE GEOOBAPHICAL COLLECTIONS RELATING TO SCOTLAND, 

COLLECTED BY WALTER MaoFARLANE 
OF THAT ILK, ESQUIRE." 



BT 



MR WILLIAM ABERCRUMMIE, 

MINISTER OF MINNIBOLE. 



OARRIOK IN 1696. 



[KoR.— The following quaint, but on the 
whole very interesting description of Carrick 
in the year 1696 is Uken from ** The Geo- 
graphical Collections relating to Scotland 
collected by Walter MacFarlan of that Ilk, 
Esquire." The author, Mr William Aber- 
crummie (or Abercrombie) was Episcopal 
minister of Maybole, and h** is describea in 
«*Swinton'8 MS." in the Advocates' Library 
aa " deserted — also outed by Mr Jo. Hutche- 
eon 8 return," the former Presbyterian minis- 
ter of the parish. The Notes accompanying, 
and which, for convenience sake, I have intro- 
duced at the close of the passages of which 
they are explanatory, are taken from the 
reprint of the " IJescription " by Robert 
Pitcaim, W.S., 1836. Mr Aberciummie, it 
will be observed, speaks somewhat slightingly 
of the natives of Uarrick. " Their ease and 
plenty," he says " disposes them to be 
unruly and turbulent, so that the servants 
are insolent, and all of them are but uneasie 
subjects, so that in the late times Carrick 
has been a sanctuary, or rather a nurserie of 
Rogues; bearins armes against authority, 
upon pretext of religion." It may not un- 
charitably be assumed that the reverend 
gentleman's ejection from the parish on the 
return of the Presbvterian minister, and the 
fact that the people as a whole preferred 
Presbytery to Episcopacy, may have biased 
him in the estimate he formed of the in- 
habitants.] 

Carrick is a part of the Shyre op Atrx, 
Wing to the South and South-west of Rtlb, 
mm which it is separated by the Rivtr (/Dun, 
which hath iu rise out of a Loch of that same 
name, which is in breadth . . . . , and 
has a Castle in the midst of it, above Dal- 
wteUingtmcne, a Kirk-towne in Kyle, .... 
miles; and after man^ windings, whereby it 
makes Kyle and Camck mixe and indent the 
one with the other, it empties itself into the 
Sea, within two miles of Airk ; yet so that, at 
low water, there is scarce the vestige of a 
River; because, in the broad and spacious 
sands, the waters of it are lost, having no 
•hannell, so that people usually passe alongst on 
foot and shod, without any prejudice by water. 



It lyes in the forme of a triangle, whereof 
the North poynt towards Kyle, at the Bridge 
of Dun, is very narrow, being shutt up by the 
Sea on the West part ; and the land of Kyle in 
the parish of AUo^eay and Dairimplt shutts up 
the Water of Dun, on the East syde. The 
Coast runs South-west from the Ccutie of 
Oreenand, standing on a rock at the influxe of 
Dun into the Sea, untill the Poynt of Turn- 
berry whereon are to be seen the ruins of an 
old Castell, of the same name. From this to 
Oirvan the Coast turns perf^telv South ; from 
which, turning South-west till the Btnnan-hiil, 
from thence it turns affain Southward, till 
Ballantrat ; on the South syde whereof THB 
River of Stinchbr runs into the Sea ; at the 
influxe whereof, there riseth up a ridge of hills, 
which run straight Westward to the mouth of 
Loch Ryan; and there the Coast of Carrick 
turns to the South-east, up the syde of the 

Loch. This Loch will be mylet 

in breadth, above the mouth of which on the 
other side of Otenap towards the descent of the 
hill to THE RiNS OF OxLiiOWAY, are the ( Three) 
Standing StoneM which are accounted the Marcn 
bewixt Carrick and Galloway, on that part ; 
from which Stones, Eastward, this countrey is 
all alouffst marched with the countrey of the 
RiNS and Shyre of Galloway, alongst the heads 
of the parishes of Ba/lcuUnte, Coimonell, Barrt^ 
and the parish of SfrtUon, which bords with 
(the) pansh of Carnfaime in the Stewartrie : 
But all aJongst the March, it is a wild moorish 
countrey ; and ther meets with Loch Dun, out 
of which issues the River of that name, above 
mentioned. 

It is a countrey which is abundantly furnished 
with all the accommodations of human lyfe ; 
and if it had iron could subeiate of itselfey' 
without dependence upon any other; for 
though no salt be made in it, yet wants not 
the materials for making thereof, it being 
washed by the sea upon one syde, and well 
enough provided of (XmJ, at no great distance 
from the Coast; and it is not (so) much the 
sloath of the inhabitants that they have none, 
as the cheapness of this commodity, both 
domestick ana forreifue. 

It is better fitted tor pasturage than ooma. 
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yst it produces inch plenty of *I1 (orts of gmne, 
tbat it not only serves iti own inhftbitanta, but 
llM to spare to Deighbouriug places; so that 
from hence kre yearly transportetl conaidereble 

Kjitities of meal, both to (lALlAiWAr, uiil the 

It BffbnU also sU>re of Cattle, so that great 
drover of cows antl bullocks are carried yearly 
hence, hvth into Englanil bdiI other places of our 
kinedome, which are relumed again innilverancl 
gold, which uses to be very common amongst 
kit tlie people, from Hallowny till Candlemas 
thai the rent be cleared. And tliis is the special 
qaslity of the beefe that pasture in llie moore- 
countrey. that the flesh is very sweet and plea- 
sant, and the fat of tlicin Lecpa soft like that of 

[Nore.— In a " Memoriall of the innat rare and 
wonderfull things in Scothuiil, London, 1003." 
this fact is corroborated in the following 
singular terms ; "In Cairik are kyne 



nugh I he 
() beasle. 



■s of all other conieslalile (ra'ahte) 1 
for the onlinarie use of man, doe congeale 
with llie cold aire ; by Ihe conlrarir, the 
fatiicsse of these l>easta is tierpetually lii|iiid, 
tike oil." £c//'i«J'H also. In his Translation 
of lltrlor Botrft has a simiUr notice — "In 
this region are mony fair ky and oiin, of 
qiihitk the flcsche is Hcbt dcliciouii and 
teiiier. The lalloiin {taUo"') of lliair wambis 
is sa Bn)ipy. ihat it freiis ncvir ; liot Howis ay 
lie nnlnre. nf the self, in name of onlie."— 
B^ll'-l, Hi'i. L.xiix.] 

It is very lalanccd with moore and dale : for 
the oim imrt that alionnda with corne, supplyes 
the nthi^r place, which is for pasturage, with 
bri'ail, ai tticv furnish them again with lieefe, 
tnutlon, wiKif, butter, cheese ; and the whole 
GDuntry arc sn fond of preserving store, that it 
is very rare to linil any veal eaten here, Init 
which Is bronchi from Kri.F. or Ci'NiMiiiAMe. 
Thi-y have plenty of '|*)ultrey, hens, capons, 
ducks, e.evft, and turkeys at earie rales ; ami 
for wild [iiul. (talridjii-, uioor-foiil. hlavkcock'i, 
pliver, no phuM is l«'ltcr priiviiiwl : Iwyile, 
More of si)'an Keene in so great plenty, thai Ihe 
Tery I* KrtfSt ot t he people eJl of lliein in their 
•easiHi, at e.isie ratfa : liesiiU-s other sea fowles, 
whi.:h arc brought from Aii.si, of th* hi^noM 
of dii,k,. and of Ihe taste of solno-ge.*.., and 
»!>■ ™ll.il .-IrtinffU or .4.V-. ^*-i-., and Tar- 
na'hnw, of which there is s<) great a multitude 
alxmt thai iHle, tliat « hen, by the shot of a 

Siei-e. they are put upon Ihe wing, ihey will 
arkt-ii the tiiavens al-jve the spectators. Tliis 



othei 



AiUA is a rock in the sea. in which those Solan 
geese nestle and breed ; in which also there ba 
conies and wild doves. It is reckoned aa part 
of the ptrish of Daylie, belongs to the SaA af 
Catinllit, and baa the valuation of ten lib. Uiid 
of old extent. 

By the neighlxinrhood of the sea, which 
washes the Wast thereof, for the spaceirf thirtis 
miles, it is well provided of fishes, such as kill* 
log, ling, cod, iiaddowea, whyttion, herrings, 
makrills. And by three maine Rivkks t£rt 
water this countrey, vii., DcN, Girvak, and 
Hn^cHER, they be famished with saloMind, 
which be tuken at the mouth of these in snch 
abtmdance, as to serve both for the nae of the 
' roMd. The Loe\t, and 
1 them pykes, ttonU, 

No conn'.rey is better provided of Wood, for 
alougat the banks of Dnn, (l\rraai, and SlUrltrr, 
there lie great womls, but eipccially on Girvan; 
whereby they serve the neighbourhood, both in 
Kyle and CuniDghamD,for timber to build coun- 
trey houses, anil for all the uses of husliaudrie, 
as cart, harrow, plough, and barrow, at verie 
easie rates ; and the sorts are birch, elder, 
sauch, poplar, asb, oak, and haiel ; and it is 
onlioary, thronghoul all the coantrcy, and 
every gcntlemiui liu by his bouse, both wood 
and water, orchariles, auit parkea. 

The country is very well watered, for it has 
Dan, that mnrcheth it all alooKst on the ajde 
ne:(t KrLK; Oireaii runs through the miildle of it 
and almost diviiles it; and ,SViRrArr,that Waten 
the upper part, besydcs severell other leaser 
Birvl'U, such as Mark, Dunk and Tiij, that ma 
into it ; the last wherenF is aliont a milu above 
the influxG of .Stinuher into the .Sex. 

The lyyihs he Loth [}hh, out of which rnna 

the water of Dua ; the streanie whereof is reiy 

rapid and impetuous, am) is passable by a 

bridge of one arch ; lint exceeding wide, aboat 

half a mile alKivu its iiifluxe into the sea. 

[Korr.— The bridge so highly celebtatsd by 

Robtrl Har,,' p>ein of Tam o' .Shanteh. U 

may be reniaik»l. iliat the htro of this ininii- 

tabli? po<'m W.U Tknmw> R'.id, unant of tba 

farm of Sliniitcr. which lies about a mile from 

Tiinilicrry Castle, on the height above the 

shore, tnwariU KirkuswaUl.) 

Lorh SpaJoMiltr, in which are exMlknl 

troutN, known by their bUckisb kolonr j out of 

which runs a small rivulet called Dyrort, which 

in its coiinw pAues by the church of th« pajrish 

of Kirtmirhatl, and passes into Oirram a wila 

below the said Kirk. There be abo okbt 

Lochs, such as the Don Lock, A'tilm^m Lock, 
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Heairt Loch^ all in the parish of MayhoU : 
tlM last whereof ia eo called from iU shape and 
^goie, which ia exactly that of a heart, so 
lormied by the mshes growing round about it, 
and givinf^ the waters the shape of a heart. It 
lyes within a quarter of a mile of the town of 
MayboU, to the south-eastward. There be also 
Mockrvm Hill Loch, and CtxUgdour Loch, in 
the parish of Kirkoswald. 

It abounds with many good springs of 
waier, whereof I shall at present mention four 
only for their singularity. Two for their 
oopioosness of water, both of them at MayhoU ; 
on (one) at the North-east end of the towne 
oaUed My Lord^s Well and Hough ; usually it 
■prings so abundantly that no inconsiderable 
stream runs from it ; yet in times of great 
drooghts it fails. But the other, on the South- 
west end of the town, called the Spout of Well- 
frees, is so very plenteous, that, falling in several 
months through rock and stone, it would, for 
its plenty and sweetness, be accounted a rich 
treasure to the Capital Citv of the nation. 
Another spring there is called jSi^ Helen's Well, 
or by a cart (i.e., curt) pronunciation jS^^ Emtu 
for St Anihonie*s Well ; it is about a mile and a 
ball from Mayboll, on the road to Aire, a 
little North of Ballachmont. It is famous for 
the cure of unthriving children, to which, at 
the change of the quarter, especiallv at May- 
day, there is a great resort of people from cdl 
quarters and at a good distance. 

(SoTE, — This can unquestionably be traced as a 
remnant of the ancient superstition that 
wniracUs were wrousht at Holy Wells; which 
all the anathemas of the Reformed Kirk could 
not for a time obliterate from the minds of 
the common people. The records of thi9 
Kirk-session bear witness to the prevalence 
of applying to Saints' Wells for the cure 
of boally mfirmities, on stated occasions ; 
particularly, when the Saint or Angel was 
understood to 'move the waters.' Pins, 
pieces of the dress of the patient, or such 
small trifles, were left at the well — the 
remains, no doubt, of the offerings formerly 
made to the Clergy — and in token that the 
disesso was transferred from the sufferer to 
the rags, thus offered to the Oenius locL 
Numerous traoes of this prevailing snpersti- 
tion could easily be cited.) 

Though this oountrey be (washed) with the 
ssa, for the space of 24 mvles and upwards, yet 
tb«ne be no convenient Hardoubs or Bats for 
rcoeiviuK of Ships ; so that none resort (to) it 
bat smaU boats, or barks, from Ijueland or thx 
HiOHUUsos, and their best reoeptaole is the 



broad Lands of Tumberry and the mouths of 
Dun, Oirvan, and Stincher ; and of all these 
three. Oirvan is the best ; and for the fishing 
boats, they have no other shelter but to draw 
them up the length of the water-marke, when 
they come ashoar, and then to ... . them 
when the tyde puts them afloat againe. The 
shear is very well parted, all alongst, 'twixt 
rock and sand ; some places a tract of open 
plain sands ; some places high and steep rock, 
which is ever washen with the sea. 

There be in this country some vestiges of 
Ancient OccraRENCEs, the liistorie whereof 
not having been preserved by the inlicibiiants, 
oblidges us to observe them only without giving 
any rationale of them. There is a little actrvua 
of earth, of a circular forme, with a big stone 
erect on the middle thereof, within half a myle 
of MayMe, on the road to A ire, within the 
farm called St Murray. There is also upon the 
descent of Broun Carrick-hUl^ near to the 
Mains of Blair St oune, dk big Whinstonc, upon 
which there is the dull figure of a Crosse; which 
is alleged to have been done by some venerable 
Churchman, who did mediat a peace 'twixt the 
King of the Picts and Scots ; and to ^ve the 
more authority to his proposals, did m their 
sight, by laying a Crosse upon the stone, imprint 
that figure thereon. 

(Note. — Attributed by the vulgar (as is usual 
in the district in all ducii cases) to Sir 
WilliMn Wallace : who having slept there, 
and laying his sword upon the stone, the 
impression of it was left in the morning I 
Another veracious tradition asserts it to have 
been a dint of the sword of ' Wallace wight,' 
which accidentally struck the stone, when he 
was engaged with a host of English foes. The 
Popish and the popular legends are equally 
credible.) 

Of late there was a discoverie made near to 
the House of Bargany, and just opposite to the 
gate of the new avenue to tliis house, a 
Sepulchre of square stone, covered over with 
flag stones, in which were found the bones of a 
man ; and at the place where his head was laid 
an earthen pott, in which the diggers of it 
found some small pieces of silver, whereof the 
impression bore no letters that could be known. 

There is yet to be seen from the coast of 
Carrick, beyond Drumbeg, as you go to Oirvan^ 
the vestige of d Camp and Fori\flcaiion, But 
the most memorable actions that are now 
remembered in this oountrey, are Dombstiok 
Feuds betwixt two great families of the name 
of Kennedy, oontending for precedence, vis., 

THE FAMILT OP CaSSILLIS and THE KSNNEDTB 
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OF B ARGENT ; thcM Contending for the right of 
primogeniture against the encroachments of the 
other, who, by the interest of his greater 
«llegance with the Royal Familie, assumed 
the pre-heminence ; which occasioned such 
animosities betwixt them, that the matter was 
disputed by these two Families, with their 
respective friends and followers, in a pitched 
field, in a certain place within the parish of 
MayboU, called the * Field of Ptnnyalen ' to this 
day. In which contest many of both sides 
were killed ; but the Family of CasMia had the 
advantage. Since which tyme the stock of the 
Family of Bargtny is extinguished ; some 
branches of it beins yet extant. The mansion- 
house and principal! parts of the estate being 
now possessed by HamUtons. 

The Inhabitants of this countrey are of ane 
Irish Original!, as appears, both by their names, 
being generally all Mac's ; I mean the vulgar : 
And all their habitations of Irish desiguatione ; 
their hills are Knocks^ their Castles Ards, But 
(although) the great and almost only name 
Amongst the gentrie have been KenneaieSf yet 
their be beside them Boyih^ CcUhcarts, Fergus- 
aonji, and Mooren^ that have been old possessors. 
But the later names that enjoy some the 
ancient honourable Seats of the Kennedies^ are 
HamiltonA that possesse Baroeny ; Whit/oords 
that possesse BLAiKguHAN ; and Craw/uird 
that have Ardmiujin. Yet the Kennedies 
continue still to be both the most numerous 
and most powerfull Clan. Beside the Eari of 
CaanliSf their Cheife, there be Sir Gilbert 
Kennedy of OirranmainSf Sir Archibald Ken- 
nedv o/Colame (Colzean), Sir ThomoA Kennedy 
of Kirkhill, Kennedy of Beltervin^ Kennedy of 
Kilherque (i.^., Kilkenrie), Kennedy of Kirk- 
mirha^J, Kennedy of Knocbloiie^ Kennedy of 
Olenonr, K^ntudy of Btnnan^ Kennedy of Oar- 
lock^ ainl Kninedy of Dnimmdlan, But this 
name is under great decay, in comparison of 
what it was, ane ago agoe ; at which tyme, 
they flourished so in power and number, as to 
give occasion to this Ryme, 

** Twixt Wigtoone and the town of Airs, 
And UiKh down by the CniTes of Cree, 

Yon ahall not icei a lod^;inf there. 
Kxrept you court a Kennedy ! '* 

[Note. — Sir Walter Scott has preserved this 
rhyme, from tradition, thus — 

'* Twixt WUton and the town of Air, 
PortpatricK and the CmiTM of Cree, 

No man need think for to bide there, 
Unlflfls be court .Saint Kennedie."! 

The persons of men are generally tall and 
atatelie, well limbed and comelv ; and women 
are nowhere better oomplexioned. They are a 



healthful sort of people, and live to a good age, 
both Gentrie and tk)mmons ; so that they 
usually have, the Grandfather and Oyea. 
Some see the fourth generation. And they 
all generally love ease ; to which their aoyle 
being for pasturage, gives them opportunities ; 
and (hey are, in poynt of industrie, most 
addictea to merchandising, by droves of cattle, 
wool, flocks of sheep, and conmieroe, with 
Ireland ; but seeme not fond of trading afar 
off, as having all necessary accommodation! 
at home ; but if they be transplanted from 
their native soil, they prosper ana thrive very 
well, both at home and abroad. Their ease 
and nlenty disposes them to be unruly and 
turbulent, so that the servants are insolent, 
and all of them are but uneasie subjects ; so 
that in the late tymes, Carrick has been a 
sanctuary, or rather a nurserie, of Rogues, 
bearing; armes against authority, upon pretext 
of Religion. 

In this countrey Relioion has had the 
influence upon the people to dispose them 
to the founding and endowing manv places 
for devotion, for though there be out one 
M0NA8TERIE in all this countrey, viz., CTtom- 
raguel^ within two myles of AfaybcU, Westward; 
which, besvd other revenue, enjoyed the 
Tythes of these five parishes, viz., Kirhoswaid^ 
Daillie, Oinnn, BailcuUrae^ and Siraion ; 
which enjoyed the jurisdiction of Regality 
within itseUfe, to which all its vaasab and 
tenants are answerable ; yet were there also 
severall other pious foundations and donations. 
There is the Jiunkiand, ane 100 merkland of 
old extent, which is an appendage of fA« 
Abbacy of Melrose, and had a sepante Juris- 
diction of its owne, for ministring justice to 
all the vassals and Tenants thereof. 7%e 
Laird of Ardmillan, one of the vassals, was 
heretable Baillie ; and upon the paroelling 
of his fortune, was acquired by Kennedy qf 
Orange^ 

There was also a Collboiat Chuboh at 
MayboU, the fabrick whereof is yet extant 
and entyre; being now used as tkt Burial 
place of the Earle cfCasmlis, and other Gentle* 
men who contributed to the putting of a roole 
upon it, when it was decayed. On the North 
syde of which Kirk, is the BurialljpUoe of 
die Laird of Colaine, within ane Endomre 
of new sQuare-stone, lately built. The Got* 
ledge consisted of a Rector and three Prebend^ 
whose stalls are all of them yet extant, mtm 
the Rector's, which was where these low Imild- 
ings and the garden are, on the Bast lyde of 
that which is now the Parioii'i hotm. Tho 
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ctliere three are the Black Jumse, Jo, Oray'g 
koum with the Orchard, and the WtltrtM, The 
patriiiumy of this Church were"* the Provest 
Oanda) and Priest*»'landB, in the Parish of 
Kirkmiehael, which feU into the Earl of Caflsilis 
hMida, upon the dinolution of the CoUedge, 
at the Reformation ; out of which, he as yet 
payee, yearly, to the Minister of MayhoU^ the 
•ome of 70 merks Scots. As for the Church, its 
p re sen t patrimony is out of the Tyth of the 
parish, which he&re the Reformation was all 
possessed and enjoyed by the Nuns of North- 
herwick; and on the dissolution of the said 
Konnerie became a prize to the Laird of 
Bairgeny, The Parish Church stands at a 
litUe distance from the foresaid CoUedge East- 
ward. It does not appear when it was built ; 
bat the large Isle, that lyes from the body of 
the Church Southward, and makes the figure 
of the Church a T, was built by Mr Ja. Bonar, 
Minister thereat, in the reign of King Charles 
the fijTBt. Within the said parish of AfayboU, 
there have been other Chappells of old, as 
KirVbrjfde on the Coast syde, whose walls and 
yards be yet extant ; and within the lands of 
Awdiindrain and eUewhere, there has been 
other Chappells whereof the Rudera are yet to 
be seen. 

This countrey of old gave the title of Earle 
to Robert Bruce, the great assertor of the 
Scottish liberty ; in the right of whom it con- 
tinues still to be one of the titles of the Prince ; 
and the freeholders of this Jurisdiction are the 
Prince's vassals. This conntrey is the ancient 
•eat of the Kenxediks, wnose principall 
dwelling was the Ccuttle of Dinnure, standinff on 
the Sea-syde, in a rocky shoar, in the parish of 
MayboU, and gives designation to a Baronie 
lying round am>ut it; but this beine wholly 
mined, their chief Mansion is t?ie House of 
Cassilis, standing on a high ground, on the 
south side of the river of Dun, having the Wood 
of Dalrymple opposite to it, on the other syde, 
hi Ktle, which sives it a very agreeable pros- 
pect of wood and water. The House, in the 
body of it, is very hiffh, having a fine stone 
stare, turning about a hollow casement, in which 
are many opensj from the bottome to the top, 
that by potting a lamp into it, g[ives lisht to the 
whole turn of stairs. In the river they have 
emves for taking of Salmond, and ponds to fur- 
nish them other fishes ; and there be larse plots 
of ffronnd thrown into sardens, fenced about 
wi& stone walls, ezceedugly high ; which yield 
good store of apricocks. pMohes, cherries, and 
all other firnits and herbage that this kinffdome 
pcodnoes ; near to which stands the hill </ Dtcn- 



rie, out of which has been digg'd a rich ore, and 
is accounted a silver myne. 

All the houses of the Gentry of this countrey 
are seated both pleasently and commodiously ; 
being either built upon the principal Rivers, 
and the lesser waters that feed them, or upon 
the Sea-Coast. Those upon the Sea-Coast are, 
the Castle of Orenand and the Cove. The 
Oreenand is a high house upon the top of a 
rock, hanging over upon the sea, with some 
lower new work lately added to it, but never 
finished. It is too open to the cold and moisture 
arysing from the Sea, to be a desyreable 
habitation ; and has been desired to be the 
owner's security against a surprise, rattier than 
a constant residence. It is within the parish 
of MayhoU, Not far from it lyes the House of 
Nevoark, a ffood old Castle, South-east from the 
other ; much improven uf late by the enclosing 
grounds for a park, and a well planteil orchard. 
The Cove is the Lairds of Colain'« Mansion- 
house, standing upon a rock above the Sea, 
flanked on the South by very pretty gardens 
and orchards, adorned with excellent tarases, 
and the walls loaden with peaches, apricotes, 
cherries and other fruit ; ana these gardens are 
so well sheltered from the North and East 
winds, and ly so open to the South, that the 
fruits and herbage are more early than any 
other place in Carrick. Southward from this 
lyes tfie Home of ThomaS'Tomie, once the resi- 
dence of the Con/Sf but now of M*Levain 
(Mackilveane) of Grimmet ; a very pretty house, 
with wardens, orchards, and parks round it. Both 
these ly in the parish of KirkostccUd. The next, 
upon the coast, are to be seen the old Ruines of 
the ancient Castle of Tumhtrry^ upon the North 
west poynt of the rookie angle that turns about 
towards CUrvan ; and is perhaps that place call- 
ed by Ptolmee Perigonium\ of a Greek ori^^ina- 
tion, importing round the corner, and suiting 
the EngUsh designation of Tumhtrry ; and that 
it cannot be Bargeny, as some imagine, the very 
situation of that Castle and recentness of it will 
abundantly show. And to confirm this our con- 
jecture, that Perigonium is Tumberryf from 
turning of the comer, a tradition amongst the 
people tliere, will not a little conduce, viz., that 
near to this very Castle, there was, of old, a 
Towns of the same name, of which there is no 
vestige at present to be seen, but that they per- 
ceive some remainders of a Causeway ; and the 
reason for this may be, the neighbourhood of the 
Port of greatest resort in all that coast, at which 
the first possessors have landed from Ireland, and 
so miffht have fixed their habitation near to it, 
though no w the place be but a tract of barren sandi. 
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Next to ibis it the CcutU of Ardmillan, so 
much improven, of late, that it looks like a 
Palace, built round, Court wayes : surrounded 
with a deep broad ditch, and strengthened with 
a moveable bridge at the entry ; able to secure 
the owner from the suddain commotions and 
assaults of the wild people of this comer, which 
on these occasions are sett upon robbery and 
depredation ; and to enable him the better to 
endure a siege, he is well provided of well in his 
court ; and a hand-mill in the house, for grinding 
meall or malt, with which two lusty fellows sett 
a-work will grind a firlott in the space of ane 
hour. It is well surrounded with ffood corn- 
fields and meadow, with large parks for pastur- 
age, and excellent good gardens and orchards 
that yield plenty of apples and pears, and one 
more particularly, that for its precocity is called 
the early pear of Ardmillan^ of a very pleasant 
taste. In the ^ear .... happenea a strange 
conjunction *ti»ixt a Jackdaw and a Magpie that 
paired together, built their nest, and brought 
fourth their young, resembling more the jack£kw 
than the magpie. 

[Note. — The Laird of Ardmillan of that period 
was a zealous persecutor of the Presbyterians ; 
which sutficiently accounts for the glowing ac- 
counts given by Mr William Abercrumbie, the 
Episcopal curate, of the beauties of Ardmillan 
Castle and demesnes.] 

Last, there is the old Cattle of Ardstincher, 
which is mostly now ruined, but has been of 
old a vast hudge fabrick, and stands upon ane 
ascendinff ground, above the town of Batlanirxu, 
Eastward. 

The HorsRS on the water o/'DuN, areCaasilis, 
of which already ; Achindrain, an hi^h tower, 
with laigh buildings, surroundoil with good 
orchards and gaidens, parks, and good com 
fields. The owner hereof is Moore (Mure). 
Next to tliis is Jilairtoini^ a stone Tower-house, 
with lower buildings about it, surrounded with 
gardens, orchards, and parks. It lyes low, 
upon the water syde. And then liridf/end 
(NoTB.— This place is now called Doonside), a 
pretty dwelling, surrounded also with gardens, 
orcnards, and parks. All these are in the 
parish of MaybolL 

The WcUer of Girvan, above the kirh of 
Stratum, is wyld and hilly ; but at the dachan 
(Kirktown) it opens into a faire pleasant 
prospect of plains grounds. Next to it is the 
great Castle of Blairquhan^ the fine building 
and hudge bulk whereof, is a plains demonstra- 
tion of the sometime greatness of that Family ; 
which, beeyde their posseesions in Carrick, had 
Urge territoriet aLso in Galloway. It is well 



provyded with wood, covered with planting of 
barren timber, and surrounded with large 
orchards. Next to it is Cloncaird, near 
two myles distance, which is surrounded with 
gardens, orchards, and great store of wood. 
The third, but at a sreater distance from tha 
water of Oirvan, is the House of Kirkmickael^ 
a pretty commodious house, within a short 
space of the Church of the same name ; betwixt 
which runs the Water of Dyroyk, above meo- 
tioned, which soon swells with rain falling oo 
the hiffher grounds, and becomes unpassable oo 
a sudden. The House of Kirhnichael is a* 
desyreable a dwelling as in all the ooontrey, 
havinji^ good gardens and orchards ; and was the 
first in Carrick planted with apricocks and 
peaches. This orcnard and House is flanked oo 
the South with a Loch ; part whereof has beea 
drained of late, and rewards the owner's indus- 
try with good hay. The next is Daldt^e^ or 
the South syde of Oirvan, a small stone noose, 
with ane orchard and good come fields aboat it. 

Below that, upon the South syde and at some 
distance from the River, stands the House i^f 
Bardanahan (now called Kilkerran) with its 

gardens and orchards, all which are surroimded 
y wood. All the water from this dowR- 
wards till near Daillie,, being so covered with 
wood, that it looks lyke a forest. And in a low 
ground below the last, and nearer the water, 
stands Drummellan ; and upon the North sydR 
of the Kiver, below that, upon an higher ground, 
stands the House of Drumburie, Uie HMW<m 
House of the Lairds of Drummeilan, On the 
same syde, farder down the water, stands the 
House of Drummochrin^ which is bat a small 
interest, but a most lovely thing, being every 
way commodious and convenient for living 
easily that it is, as it were, ane abidgemeniw 
this country, having all the acconmiodatiopa 
that are dispersed through it all compriied 
within its shurt and small bounds. It was a 
house, not for ostentation but for convenieocT, 
fit to lodKC the owner and his neighbours. It 
hath gardens, orchards, wood, water ; all the 
fishes that swim in rivers ; all sorts of caille^ 
sheep, cows, swine, and goat ; all sorts of fowl, 
wyld and tame ; all manner of stone for boild* 
ing, freestone and lymestone ; and coall, moors^ 
moese, meadows, and marie ; a Wak*iRyfai 
and Com-miln ; and all manner of artlsaoe 
and tradesmen within his bounds ; and jet the 
revenue not above 100 lib. per aiuuiak 

Not far from this, downs the wmtsr, elinik 
the stately CoitU of Dolquharrcm, the MMii^ 
whereof u mnch improren bj the RddJtfaae 
lately made thereto, whioh make it bj rmcf te 
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Ite best Houie of all that countrey; surroanded 
with vast enclosures of wood, that the countrey 
ii not able tp consume it, by their building and 
oilier instruments. And amongst them there 
|» oak trees of a considerable size, both for 
Ught and breadth, that will serve either for 
]sat or roofe of good houses. Opposite to this 
■tands the House of Mairtstoion^ on the South 

2de of the River. And Westward from it, 
6 iieio Kirk o/Daillie, which is of late erected 
lor the accommodation of the parishioners ; 
being now centricall, whereas before, the situa- 
tion whereof was at the extreme West poynt of 
tiie parish. Below this, on the South syde of 
Oirvan, stands the House of Bumstmone^ in ane 
open field. Next to which, in the midst of a 
forrest, rather than wood, stands in a low 
flroond, near the brink of the River, the oid 
CagtU of Bargeny^ on the South syde of 0\rvan\ 
which is ane argument of the sometime great- 
nesee of that Family ; being a hudsc, sreat, 
lofty Tower, in theccntreofaquadrangular Court, 
that had on each of three coruers, fyne well- 
bnilt Towers of freestone, four story high. But 
the new House, lately built after the modern 
laidiion, stands upon a higher ground. South- 
ward of the old CcMtte, which furnished materials 
both for founding and finishing of the new 
House. It is a mighty commodious House ; 
ond if any make a greater shew and appear- 
ance, yet it has the advantage of them for con- 
trivance and accommodation. It is flanked to 
the South with wardens, very pretty ; and has 
orchards lying VVestwards of it. 

Alwut a mile downe the water, stands the 
Ca$Ut of Kiilochan^ the Mannon-houMe of Cath- 
OBBTt of Carlttoume^ surrounded with orchard, 
planting, and wood. It stands upon a higher 
ground that descends Southward to the water, 
which is at a small distance from it ; and has, 
toward the South, a prospect of a pleasant 
^aine, where stood the Ola Kirk of Daiilie and 
yCirktoitme, by which runs the little rivulet of 
Polchapiif passing Northward into Oirvan ; on 
the East syde of which, up toward the hill, 
stands thf i/ouae of Pinkilt^ belonginff to the 
Boyda. West of which lies a high hill, called 
Ue Saugh-hUly once memorable for the resort of 

Eople to Conventicles, where they built a 
seting-honse of turfe and wood. 

On the North syde of the River downward, 
and np toward the hill, about a myle from the 
River, stands the Howe of Trochregt which 
bsloofls to the Boydn ; which family has pro- 
dnoaa two great men, famous in their genera- 
tion, and ffreat lurhts in the Church of God. 
One was lamu Boyd, Archlbinhop q/* OUutgow^ 



who maintained the honour of his character by 
a vertuous and exemplary lyfe, and strenuously 
defended the lawfulness of liis office against the 
insults of our first zealots, Mr Andrew Melvin 
and his accomplices. The other was his son 
and heir, who, following the study of Divinity, 
merited the Chaire in t?u CoUedge of Saumure in 
France ; and thence, was brought to be Princi' 
pall of the Colledge of Olasgow ; whose learned 
Commentaries on the Ephesians are well known, 
and justly had in great estimation. 

(Note. — The James Boyd mentioned was the 
second son of Adam Boyd of Piukill, brother 
to Robert, Master of iJoyd, who was father 
of Robert, sixth Lord Boyd. The other was 
Mr Robert Boyd of Trochrig; wl»o had iilso a 
chair in the University of E«linbur;rli. Of 
the family of Boyd, ahwi, was the t-elehnited 
Mark Alexander Boy<l, who wjuj lM)rn at Pin- 
kill, Jan. 13, \r^y2. SihlKil^i, Pio.lr. Nat. 
Hist. — He was the nephf.w^ not \\\v. son, of 
the Archbishop, being the youngest son of 
Rol)ert Boyd of Piokill. Having accom- 
panied John Earl of Cassillia in his trivels, 
he died of a slow fever Apr. 10, 1001, on his 
return home. See his lite by Lord Haifes, 
appended to Annaln of Scotland 8vo. edit. 
Edin. 1819. HI. 420.) 

From this downward, stands the Enoch ; and 
a little l)elow that, there is civsl over the River 
a stone bridge. And near to the infiuxe of the 
Sea, upon a levell ground, higli al)ove the 
water, stands the Kirk of Oirinn, i\\u\ th€ 
Paraon^a house, on the North syde of the 
Churchyard. Opposite to which, on llio otlier 
syde of the River, lyes a pleasant Links with 
a Conyware (t.<»., rabbit-warren) ; and at the 
foot of it is a Salmond fishing, at the mouth of 
the River, and a station for IxKits th:it come 
from Ireland or the Highlands. Southward 
from the Kirk of Oinnu stands the T-'U'rr of 
Balloehiowelf a monument of the buihler's folly, 
being raised five story hign, without staircase, 
and no more but one roome in each story. It 
has neither garden nor orchard, nor planting, 
but stands in the midst of rich cr>rn-fieMs. The 
builder of this hou^, Boyd of PtukUl, i»'"«ured 
a patent for buildins a New Burgli at dirvatu 
whose situation ana streets he designed and 
marked out in these barren sands, on the vSouth 
syde of the water mouth of Girvan, and erected 
a pole for the crosse thereof ; but his design 
never took effect, not an house bein^ bunt 
there, save (one ?) and that scarcely within the 
bounds assigned his Towne ; yet it hath four 
faires, one for every quarter of the year, that 
give the name of tht Stwhurgh of Oirvan to 
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these sandy kno^fres. Amongst Mrhich, there is 
one spot that is not to be passed without obser- 
▼ation, which is called Knock-O$hin ; upon 
which the Head Courts of this Jurisdiction are 
kept and held, and all the vassals compear 
there, and seems to retains something of the 
ancient customs of our Nation, that the King's 
Vassals were convened in the field, lyke a 
rendezvous of souldiers, rather than in ane 
house for ceremony and attendance. 

The other principall River of this countrey is 
Stinciucr, which ryses in . '^. . ., and 
makes a pleasant strath in all its course ; in 
which are many pleasant seats of pettie here- 
tors, and substAntiall farmers ; who, knowing 
the nature of the soyle to be fittest for pastur* 
age, breed stores of cowes, sheep, and goats, 
and live very plentifully. 

[Note.—]. The Stincher rises in the parish 
of Barr, 12 miles above the villa^ of Col- 
monelL It continues a very rapid course, 
for the space of 26 or 27 miles, till it falls 
into the Atlantic, at Ballantrae. Several 
rivulets fall into it, in its course, particularly 
the AihUl^ the Dusk^ and the Feoch,^ 

Below the ryse of it, . . . myles, the 
eountrey opens about the Baiitige, and affoords 

Sretty plains on each syde of the River, which 
I somewhere again shut up by the encroach- 
ment r>f some htle hills, and againe is dilated 
into broad plaine fields, as at DcUhenu (Dal- 
quhirne) ; and so makes pleasant haughs, upon 
one or other syde of the nver, till you come to 
the liarrthi'l ; upon the South-west of which 
stands thf Ki k of Barre, or BrotcnhUl^ which is 
a new erection, for the convenieucy of the 
extreme places of the old parishes of DaUlit 
and Qirran^ and the dwellers in the remote 
Oomers on the borders of G allow at, upon the 
waters of Crtt and Mtnock. 

From the said Kirk, the trough of the water 
oontinnes pretty open, and has pleasant dwel- 
lings, all alongst, upon each svde of the water, 
as Anton- Albany (Alton- Albany), Dowlarg, 
Achinsau/t Bennain, MonnucUm (Minuncion), 
for the space of three myles, till you come to 
CfoTMciaj/t as that stands upon the confluence 
of Muik and Stincher^ the bilht growinff close 
and high upon the North and West thereof, 
leaving the place open to the East and South ; 
and then, running twixt two hills, is shutt up 
by them ujpon the South and North, till you 
oome to LkUjamieh, which stands upon the 
North syde of the River, at the head of a 
pleasant plaine, looking Westward ; below 
which StincMer reoeivea I>u$k : And just above 
ihair meeting, stands the old (kutu qf Pta- 



whirrie ; and np Du»k a litle, stands the lioute 
of Olen-Duak, on the rysing ffronnd ; below 
which, lye large fields of excellent meadow; 
and a myle upward, stands the Hou»e of KU- 
donatio upon the East syde of the water. And 
below the influxe of Dusk into Stincher, stands 
the Craig, on the North syde of the River; 
and in a higher ground, and a litle downe the 
River, on the South syde, stands Dalrtoch, on 
a rysing ground ; but the hills upon the South 
oome so close upon, and so high, that they 
cover it from the Sun, in the short days. And 
a litle downeward, and in the low ground upon 
the brink of the water, stands Sardrochatt; 
and just above it upon the hill, on an asoente 
of difficult accesse, stands the strong Cattie of 
Craigneil, which belongs to the Eari o/Ccutillis^ 
and gives designation to a Barony of land« 
lyand round it. Opposite to which, on the 
North syde, on a sround mounted above the 
water, stands the Kirk and Clachan of Cfol- 
monell ; and hardby it, the Howte of Kirkhill^ 
which gives the title to Sir 71u>maB Kennedy, 
late Provost of Edinburgh. A myle below 
this, stands the Hovm. of Knockdolian, on the 
East syde of Knockdoiian HiU, the seat of the 
M*Kubbens ; about which is shewn what art 
and indnstrie can doe, to render a place, to 
which nature has not been favourable, very 
pleasant, by planting of gardens, orchards, 
walks, and rows of trees, that surprize the 
beholder with things so far beyond expectationt 
in a countrey so wild and mountainous. This 
hill lyes North-west of the house, and mounts 
up with a small top, as if it would pierce the 
skies. It is the highest of all the countrey; 
about the top whereof, when any mist is eeen, 
*tiM the forerunner of foul weatner, and is the 
Countrey -man's Almanack. 

When the river of Stincher has past this hill, 
it receives /A< WcUer of Tig, about whoee 
influxe into it, are the remains of an old Churdk^ 
called Inneriig or Kirkcudbright, the ancient 
parish Church of BcUlantrae, Below whi<A 
influxe there is a pleasant haugh of low groonda, 
till the falling into the Sea, which of late has 
been quite ruined and spoiled, b^ the rirer*! 
forcing its course out ot its ancient channel, 
and breaking in upon the same, that it ie 
neither fitt for grass nor corns. At the foot ol 
this water stands the To%cm. of BaUcuUrat, on 
the North syde, on a pleasant foreland, whioh 
some years agoe has been much resorted to, bj 
reason of an Herring-fishing, about the Chriei- 
masse tvme; but that has CMsed about 90 yean 
past. In this Towns is the Par%$k Chiartk % . 
and in it an Isle (Aisle), Ue Bunatt-pUuM qf Oe 
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Lord Baargtny, Opposite to which, on the 
olher tyde, there is a rich Conney-ware (t.e., 
fabbtt-warreu) ; and in the mouth of the River 
the beet Salmond-fiehinff in Carbick ; all of 
which belong to tht Lora of Bargeny. 

As to the CiviLL JuBiSDiCTiON of this Conn- 
trey, it is a Bailliarie, and belongs hereditablie 
to the Earl of CcusUliay who exercises his power 
hw a depute; and has the priviledge to appoynt 
his owne Clerk, without dependence eitner 
upon the Secretary or Register. The ordinary 
■eat of THB Courts or JusncB, is at the Toume 
<l/Mt»i^oU, on Thursday ; thoueh the meeting 
of their Head-Court be a little hulock or know, 
oaUed Knockoshirif in the bounds desisned in 
the KewUmme of Oirvan, All the inhabitants 
of this countrev answer to this Court, both for 
eiTill debts and crymes ; except these who live 
within the precinct of the two spiritualities, 
▼is. the Regality of Cross-Ragwl and t?ie Beg- 
ality of the Monckmdt depending on Melrose 
above mentioned. But now those being all 
united in the person of the EarU of Casiillia, 
there are no separate Courts held, upon that 
aocoont, nor any priviledge pleaded for them, 
in prejudice of thb Baillie cToubt. 

[NoTK. — The same author makes the following 
remarks, under the title, "Jurisdictions in 
THB Shirb op Air. The Shire of Air hcs in 
it three Jurisdictions, Rotlb, Cunynohamb, 
and Carrick ; all subject to the Sheriff's Court, 
which holds at Air, the head Burgh of the 
Shire. The Valuation of the Shirb is Two 
hundred thousand lib. There are very many 
Koblemen and Gentlemen's famelies here of 
ri^t good Estates and old standing. Severiall 
▼ery remarkable Antiquities in this Shire 
might be noticed ; but I leave it to a better 
hand. Only take what is before, from niv 
own proper knowledge." — MacFaHan^s MS. 
Oeogr, Coll. Adv. Library.] 

The Offices of Depute or Clerk, are advanta- 
cious posts to any tne EarU bestows them upon; 
for by the plenty of wood and water in this 
eoontrey, which tempt men to fish and cutt 
Btob or wattles for necessary uses, they find a 
way yearly to levy fines, for cutting of green 
wood, and killing fry or fish in prohibitate 
tyme, that makes a revenue in theee offices, and 
is a constant taxe upon the people. 

In all this oountrey there is not any Town- 
oorporat, save one, viz. Mayboll, which is 
iMtner a Burgh Royall, for it sends no Commis- 
■ioiier to the Parliament, nor is it merely a 
Bush of Barony, such having only the power 
to keep mercata and a Magistracy settled 
them, in dependeDoe on the Baron of 



the place. But here it is quyte othem ayes, for 
they have a Charter from the Kins, erecting 
them into a Bursh, with a Toune-Councile of 
sixteen persons, n)r managing the common con- 
cems of the Burgh, witn power to them to 
elect from amongst themselves two Baillies, 
their Clerk, and Treasurer, and to keep Courts 
for maintaining order amongst the inhabitants, 
and to admit Burgesses of their Corporation. 
It is true, indeed, the EarU of Cassiliis is the 
Superior oif all the land, whereupon the Town 
is built ; but they deny him to be their Super- 
iour, in their Constitution as a Burgh, and dis- 

Suted their riffht with him. During the 
ependence of wnich action, he, as Baron, sett 
up a Baron -Baillie, to exercise aulhoritv over 
the inhabitants, and to lessen the Magistrate' 
authority ; but the people beine poor and 
divided amongst themselves, ana the EarU 
being gott into the Government, npon the Re- 
volution, they were forced to submitt and yield 
to his pretensions. 

This TowNE OF Matboll stands upon an 
ascending ground, from East to West, and lyes 
open to the South. It hath one principal street, 
declining towards the East, it is pretty well 
fenced from the North, by a higher ridge of 
hills, that lyes above it, at a small distance 
Northward. It hath one principall street, with 
houses on both sydes, built of free-stone ; and 
it is beautified with the situation of two C'astles, 
one at each end of this street. That on the 
East belongs to the EarU of Cassillii* ; beyond 
which Eastward, stands a great new building, 
which be his granaries. On the west end is a 
Castle, which belonged sometime to Laird oj 
Blairquhan, which is now the ToUmith^ and is 
adorned with a pyramide, and a row of balles- 
ters round it, raised upon the top of the staire- 
case, into which they have mounted a fyne 
clock. There be four lanes which passe from 
the principall street ; one is ctMea the Back- 
Venallt which is steep, declining to the South- 
east, and leads to a lower street, which is far 
longer than the High chi^e street^ and it runs 
from the KirHand to the Wdltrees ; in which, 
there have been many prettv buildings, belong- 
ing to the severall Gentry of the countrey, who 
were wont to resort here in Winter, and divert 
themselves in converse together at their owne 
houses. It was once the principall street of the 
towne ; but many of theee houses of the Gentry 
being decayed and ruined, it has lost much of 
its aodent beautie. 

[NoTB. — Tradition has preserved the names of a 
few of the chief of theee residences. Theee 
are, 1, The Castle, belonging to the Earls of 
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Cusillia. 2, The pr«MDt Tolbooth wu the 
town miHeoce of the Lurda of Bluiqahan. 
3, 'The Black HouM,' which beloDged to 
the Kcnnediei of Knockdone. 4, A Urge 
M&nx ion house, with a garden, which belonged 
la ^ir Thomaa Kennedy of Calzeui ; and was 
prolMbly th« house to which he waa retacning 
when waylaid by Auehendrayne and his 
accoinpticce. It now belongs to Mr Niven of 
Kirkbride. 6, A Houk in the Kirkwynd, 
whioli belonged to Kennedy of Ballimore. 6, 
'The White Horse Iiin,' which formerly 
beli>nge<l to the Lairds of Kilhenzie. 7, 'The 
Garden of Kden,' and the Uoiue to which it is 
attached, which was the reaideace of the 
Abbot* of CroMragQoL 8, The Hoiae where 
AI>bot Quentin Kennedy and John Knoi held 
tbvir celebrated Conference or disputation, 
and is now 'the Red Lion Inn.' A great 
number of other ancient Hoohh are stOl 
extaal, an examination of the title-deeds of 
which would ihow the proprietors W have 
been the principal gentry of the district of 
Carrick. Enough has been noticed to show 
tht! ancient splendour of Maybole. Twenty- 
eight of theau wint«r Mansion- houses can still 
be reckoned.] 

Just opposite to this VmaU, there ia another, 
that leaiU \nrth-weat from the chiefe street to 
tht Urrta, which is a pleasant plott of ground 
■ncluseil with an earthen wall, wherein they 
were wcml l<i play at fool -ball, bnt now at the 

Swffe, and byassv-lioM Is. At the East end of 
B principull street aru two lanes ; the one, 
oallrd rA' FvufI t'tnaii. carryes Northward ; the 
Other furdvr Kaul, upon the chicfe street, paaaea 
to the South-east, and ia called (Ac Kut- Vt»n/tl!, 
and is the great reaort of the people from the 
townc to tlicC'harch. The houses uf^this Towne, 
on U>lh aydca the street, have their several] 
gSTduiia Wliinging to them ; and in the lower 
Street there be some pretty orchants, that yield 
■toro of koikI fniit. 



with si-ata below, and lufts or gallarioi nbiive ; 
the priiioipall whereof u that belonging to /A« 
tarfof Ca^UIU. On the Eaat cod of tho IhIc 
there is Ih' Sirwm Ijifi, well adorned with two 
rowa uf aeala, a hijiher and lower, round aliout 
it, for the accommodation of the people who are 
wont to lie Cntechineil in this apartment- Thf 
Erhpol'. is up-n the Eaat end of the Church, 
•eparateil from it by a partilioa of timber, 
Whcmn doors and windows open, to give them 
not only a prospect tnto the Church, but oppor- 
tunity <•( hearing at the greatest diitance. 
In this JnriBibotion there be itnti Cuobchis, 



generally all of them very well endowed 
with compet«nt maintenance, and other good 
accommodation for the Minister ; having ul of 
them tolerable good Msnsfis and glebes. 

These nyne Churches have sometyme been a 
disUoct Presbyterie, under the nsme of the 
PuetBYTERii OP Matboll, whtch thereby ap- 
pears to have been the seat thereof ; which 
seems very reasonable, as being moat capable to 
lodge auch as on that account should resot^ 
thither ; and having ttie presence of ths Magis' 
tracy to aaaiat and second the exercise of disci- 
pline. And of late ane essay waa made for 
erecting it anew, under the designation of TBI 
PusBVTEKV : but there being difficulty to 
satiafie the parties anent the seat thereof, it was 
let fall. All the tyme that they acted dis- 
tinctly, the Meetings were either clreular. or 
viaitationa, or by turna, at OirrananA Vayholl. 
The nyne parishes are ilayboU, Kirkmirhad, 
StrtUm, Bant, Colmoneit, Batlmttrat. Oirran, 
DaUlU, and Kirkitteald. 

Thk Pakish op Matboll is very large and 

Kpulona, eitendins from the sea and water of 
in to the water al Oirvan, about Datdi^t and 
Westward. Bcsyde the lai>ge church now used 
for pubiick worship, there be other raligioua 
niacea, auuh as the Coargial Chnrck, and Kirk- 
brydr, and other Chapprlh, whereof mention is 
made above- The Lord Barya»y ia patron 
thereof, though he have small or no interest 
therein. There be a great number of gentry 
living therein, who have pretty dwellings and 
commodious throughout the pariah, some of 
which we have already nameil, and ahall remem- 
ber them againe, in the general reckoning vii. 
Daldu^r. Killyiznif (KiThenac), .^ •u-AuipmJ, 
Bofftwl, SmilKUoime. ituiihenod, Donniiu (UoD- 
neanc). Kftorkdoar, Sourkry, Oraifi$lirait, Btork, 
OarrikonK, Ihindafft, a house on the ctiasi 
near finished. Clrnaytt, Ortenand, AVuori, 
Bridi/rnd, Blairiloipue, and Auekiitdrainl, 
Many of these are sweet desyreable places ; bat 
for the gooil building, gardens, orcbardi, aiul all 
other accommodations, KilktizuU is tbe chiefs, 

a almut a ' 

JayboU. 

HK PaB[!< 

East and West, and i; 
BUkop of Oallawatj, who ia patron thereoL Ik 
stands hard upon the rivnlet tA DTOrook J bs* 
DO CUtckam by it. In this parish am tbe— 
bouses, CtUiiUM, ths manaiini-baasaaltlM Harts 
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of Caasillii, KirhtUcheult Cloncainl, Blairqtihan, 
Kilmore, and Mcntifomerystone. 

The Parish op Stratowne lyes East and 
South towards the stewartrie of Galloway. 
'fht Church stands upon a rock declining to the 
Westward. The King is in possession of the 
pcUronadfje thereof, having slipt from the Al^ 
of Crosserofjud, to whom it seems to appertaine, 
because the tyth (i.e., teinds) hold of that Ab- 
bacy. There be no gentry live here, save Shaw 
of Keirs, and Shaw of Onmmet, toward the 
water of Lhm. 

The Parish op Barke is but a late erection, 
for accommodation of the extreme parts of the 
parishes of Dailiie and Oirvan. The Patron 
nereof is the Binhop of Dumbfaine, in the risht 
of holding the Ahhaty of CroHaeratftudl, In this 
parish, below the Churchy on the North syde of 
the water, on the higher ground, stands the 
chappell called Kirk-Domine^ at which there is 
ane yearly fare, and the custom levyed by Alex- 
ander of KirUanfL None dwell here but petty 
Heretors, in common ordinary houses, as Do- 
htrne^ Barre^ Liamuchrie (Drummurchie), An- 
tanalljany^ ArcKtiiMul, Bennan, Monueion^ and 
Btllimore It is of vast bounds, reaching from 
Sthirher to (Jalloway ; *twixt which, lye vast 
bounds of moorish and barren ground. 

The Parish op Ck)LMoyELL is of yet larger 
extent ; some places in these moorish countreys 
lying at ten myles distant from the church. 
The Patron hereof is the Lord Bargeny. In 
this parish are several very good houses for the 
Heritors' residence, as Corseclays, DaJjarrorh, 
KilcUman, Olenduiskt^ Craig ^ Dalreochy Craig- 
neU, Kirkhiil, Knockdolians^ Knockdown and 
Carlelon, KraigneU belongs to the Earl of Caa- 
tilliSf and Knockdow to Bargeny ; so they are no 
places of their residence. 

The Parish op Ballantrae is of a great ex- 
tent. Though the people be not numerous, the 
Clachan is pretty populous. The PcUron here- 
of is tfu King ; and the Lord Bargeny pretends 
mightily to it ; but upon examination it will be 
found to belong to the Abbacy of Crosneraguell, 
The residing Heritors are but few, and their 
dwellings Are mean and homely ; being, OUnour, 
Bennan^ and Carlock, and Ulentig. There is 
neither orchard nor froit-tree in it all; and Ard- 
Midcher, above mentioned, is north-east from 
this. A wynd-mill lately built. 

The Parish op Oirvax is populous, l^g 
oontiguoos to the sea, and the champaigne 



¥-ound upon the leater ofOinxin on both sydes. 
he Patron thereof is the Bishop of Dumblane, 
in the right of the Abbaq/ of Dumblane. 
[Note.— It is stated here that the Bishop of 

Dunblane had acquired the Abbacy of Cross- 

raguel, to which monastery thispatronage had 

formerly belonged.] 

The houses of the gentry here are Ardmillcm, 
BalachtotUe^ Treweir, TrocArig, 

The Parish op Daillib lyes, in length, East 
and West on both sydes of Uin^an ; more popu- 
lous than spacious. The Patron hereof is the 
Bishop of DumNain, in the right of tfie Abbacy 
of Crojueraguel. The parish abounds with 
gentry and mansion-houses, all alongst Oirvan ; 
which gives a very delightful prospect to any, 
who from the top of the hills that guard the 
scene, shall look down on that pleasant trough. 
They are PinkhUl, Kiilochan, Bargeny, Bnm- 
sto^tme, Dalquharran, Moort^MotcnCy Drum- 
mochrin, Drumburle, DrummtJlan, and Bar- 
cianahan. 

The Parish op Kirkoswald is preVty popu- 
lous because of the coast syde whereof it 
consists, and is all the pleasure thereof ; for the 
place of the Churche'n situation is very obscure 
and unpleasant, being 'twixt two hills, at the 
end of a bogue or marish. The Patron hereof 
is the Bishop of Dumblane, in the right of the 
Abbacy op Crosseraguell. The tabrick of 
which Abbey stands within this parish. The 
Monks were of the Cistercian onler. The 
situation thereof is no way pleasant. The 
fabrick of the church is entyre, without a roofe. 
Much of the building is demolishecl, but there 
are two towers still standing entyre, in their 
waUs. It stands about mid-ni-ay 'twixt 
Mayboll and Kirkoswald, The houses of the 
sentry residing in this parish are, the Covtt 
Thomastowne, Beltcrsan, and Balsarah, and 
Thraiy, The two last are obscure countrey 
dwellings ; but Beltersan is a stately, fyne house, 
with ^rdens, orchards, parks, and woods about 
it ; lying from Mayboll about ane myle distant. 
7%« Cotr. is the mansion-house of Sir Archibald 
Kennedy of Colaine, and takes its name henoe, 
that under the outer area of this house there be 
three naturall coves, which enter laigh at the 
water mark. From the one they enter upward 
to a higher, by ane easie ascent ; but the entry 
to the third is more difficult, being both low in 
the entry and strait ; and in the highest of 
them there is a spring of very good \%*at«r. 
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[KoR.— The " Adrertisement " which precedes 
the raluable and exhaustive contribution of 
Colonel Fullarton of Fullarton, which follows, 
states that the contribution of the gallant 
Colonel was '* drawn up for the consideration of 
the Boiurd of Agriculture " and printed, 
" merely for the purpose of its being circul- 
ated" in Ayrshire, " in order that every 
person interested in the welfare of that 
county, may have it in his power to examine 
it fully before it is now published. It is 
thereK>re requested," proceeds the Advertise- 
ment, "that any remark, or additional 
observation, which may occur to the reader 
oo the perusal of the followinff sheets, may 
be transmitted to the Board of Agriculture, 
at its office in London, by whom the same 
shall be properly attended to ; and when the 
returns are completed, an aocount will be 
drawn up of the state of Agriculture in Ayr- 
shire from the information thus accumulated; 
which. It is believed, will be found greatly 
superior to anything of the kind ever yet 
made public. " 

Colonel William Fullarton of Fullarton 
was bom in 1754, succeeded to his property 
when little more than five years of age, 
received his early education in Edinburgh, 
and then, in 1770, travelled on the continent 
of Europe. He was distinguished from his 
earliest years by an ardour in the aoouisition 
of knowledge. His tutor, during his con- 
tinental tour, was Patrick Brydone, a Rentle- 
man of eminent literary attainments, it was 
of Colonel Fullarton tiiat Bums wrote :— 

Brydone's brave Ward I well could spy 

Beneath old Sootia's smiling eye ; 

Who called on Fame, low standing by, 
To hand him on, 

Where many a patriot name on high. 
And hero shone. 

*'I&1776»''Myi PM«rw>n in his History of 



Ayrshire, " when only twenty -one years of 
age, he was appointed principal Secretary to 
the Elmbassy of Lord Stormont, at the Court 
of France. In 1780 he communicated to the 
Administration the pl&n of <ui expedition to 
Mexico against the Spaniards. This project 

having been approved of, he instantly set 
about putting it mto execution, and with this 
view raised the 98th regiment of infantry. 
* But,' says Sir John Dalrymple, * the unex- 
pected breaking out of the Dutch war obliged 
the expedition intended for Mexico to be sent 
upon an attack on the Cape of Good Hope ; 
and when that was founa improper, it was 
employed in the war of India, where Colonel 
MacKenzie bravely fell in his country's 
cause. His friend (Colonel Fullarton) le- 
tumed on the peace, covered with laurels, to 
defend her liberties in the Senate.' As thus 
related by Sir John, on the interruption of 
the expedition to South America, CoL 
Fullarton, with the troops under his com- 
mand, proceeded to India, and with them 
served on board Commodore Jackson's fleet. 
In May, 1783, he received the command of 
the Southern Army on the coast of Coroman- 
del — a force consisting of upwards of 13,000 
men. His campaigns and operations, with 
his army, in that and the succeeding ^ear, 
were attended with a rapidity and brulianoy 
of success altogether unknown in that dis- 
tempered and enervating climate. On his 
return to Europe he published a work entitled 
'*Aview of the English Interest in India,** 
kc, together with an account of his cam- 
paigns there in the years 1782, 1783, and 
17&, in which work he has given a very 
particular and interesting narrative of these 
transactions, as well as much curious and 
valuable information relative to the history 
of our eastern empire. Colonel FuUartOQ 
frequently a member of the House of 
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Commont — twice was he returned for hi« 
native County of Ayr, the last time of which 
hb election was unanimous. At the breaking 
out of the French War in the year 1703, he 
raised the 23rd Light Dragoons, then called 
' Fullarton's Light Horse,' and also the 101st 
regiment of infantry ; and in 1801 was 
appointed first Commissioner, or Governor, 
ot the Island of Trinidad. In Uiis situation, 
however, he remained but a short time, 
returning in the year 1803. 

The short intervals he enioyed from publio 
employment were assiduously devoted to the 
study of science and literature. In 1703, at 
the request of the President of the Board of 
Agriciuture (Sir John Sinclair, Bart.), he 
wrote ' An account of the Agriculture of the 
County of Ajrr, with Obeenrations on the 
means of its improvement,' which the same 
year was printed and generaUv circulated in 
the County and elsewhere. This Report, as 
idso an Essay which he wrote in 1801, 
addressed to the Board of Agriculture in 
Bnffland, on the best method of turning grass 
lands into tillage, has been highly esteemed, 
both for the accuracy of the scientific obser* 
vations and the classical elegance of the com- 
position. 

In the vear 1792 he married the Hon. 
Marianne Mackay, eldest daughter of George, 
fifth Lord Reay, bv Elizabeth, daughter of 
John, second son of Fairlie (former^ Dreg- 
horn), Ayrshire. 

Colonel Fullarton died at London, 13th 
February, 1808, at the age of 54 years, 
deeply regretted by a numerous cinsle of 
friends, to whom he was much endeared, not 
more for his highly cultivated mind, in every 
branch of literature and science, than from 
his amiable dispositions and condescending 
a£Diibility ; which latter quality entwined him 
round the hearts and affections of his vassals 
and tenantry. He was interred within the 
church of Isleworth, where has been placed 
to his memory a marble tablet, with an 
appropriate Latin inscription." 

Colonel Fullarton's treatise is dated '< Ful- 
larton, Ayrshire, November, 1703," and, as 
already stated, was addressed to Sir John 
Sinclair, Bart, President of the Board of 
Agriculture. The ** Notes" are Colonel 
Fallarton's :— ] 

DrrRODiTCno2C« 

It will afford me real satisfaction, if the 
following observations, on the agriculture and 
invovement of Atbshirb, smJI fulfil the 
objtet of your applicatioD» and prov* eood oci v 



to the purposes of tiMft Talnable institution, 
which you have been eo instrumental in 
establishing. — Every landholder, whatever hii 
porsoits in life may be, is bound in duty, 
and it is fortunate if he be also led by inclina- 
tion, to promote the arts of cultivation, which 
form the basis of all national prosnerity. 
Happily for this country, the superior innuenoo 
of our constitution has, in no instance, been 
mora conspicuous, than in its operation on 
every species of agricultural improvement 
Insomuch, that, although some favoured spots, 
such as Lombardy anaFlanders, have brouj^t 
that art to an astonishing height of perfection ; 
— there is no country in Europe, where men, 
possessing proDcrty In land, have so general^ 
applied their slull and capital, to the encoonig»> 
ment of husbandry, and tne introdnciion of new 
modes of cultivation. Neither is there any 
oironmstance, which has tended more to sggn^ 
vate the signal calamities, aooitmnlated on Um 
landed proprietors of a neighbonring and dis- 
tracted nation, than their prevailing i^noraaos 
and inattention to that useful art, which it Is 
the pride of Uus country to have cherished with 
success ; and which, under the infloence of so 
respectable an institution as that where yon 
preside, we may hope to see advancing to • stiU 
nigher pitch of improvement. 



The county of Atb extends 00 miles a&o^ 
the we ster n coast of Scotland, from its sonthsm 
boundary, near Loch-Ryan, in Wigtonshlre, to 
Kelly Bridge, which separates it from Renfrew- 
shirs upon the north. Its breadth is in genenl 
from 20 to 25 miles. This county contains 
three divisions ; Carrick, on the south ; Kjls^ 
in the centre ; and Cunninghame, which inclndss 
all the northern district. 

In so 1*W s tract of country great variety of 
soil prevaik. On the shore it is generally liglil 
and sandy, interspersed with deep and fertlls 
loam. A great part of the county is of a stroi^ 
productive clay. In many parts a bare till or 
schistus extends for miles ; and over it only n 
few inches of better claysoiL Further 19 thn 
country there is a kind of spongy day land, ool^ 
wet, sod obdurate ; producing gFSSS» unfit, fas 
its present state, for fattoning cattle, an4 
merely sufficient to keep alive a'breeding stook. 
On the eastern boundaries of the county, ths 
land is high and moorish, intetssoted with 
mosses, bo^ and marshes. 

In descnbisg the agrtcnltnrs of a oonnW so 
extensive as Ayrshire, it is sxtremdy difflcnll 
to specify the various partioidars respecting thn 
soil, managemsnt, and pmdteos^ witkon^ ds- 
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wtiMling to m T«ry tedious minuteness of 
samisaietion I sm sensiblOi too, that this, like 
oiber geoffmphioel essevs, must unavoidably 
be the douest of all writings, exoept to those 
wiiomeaato derive pracUoM benefit from the 
iwwBHiiiiiiMtiim. It shidl, however, be my 
SBdssiVwnr, to lay before yon such a view, as 
OBS^ Isave no nuierial fact omitted : — Conosiv- 
ing it to be yoor object, to trace the varioos 
oansss which have retarded or accelerated the 
p rogres s of improvement, and to collect the 
statement of all that is excellent or defective 
in tbe agrieoltnral system of every connty ; in 
order that yoor Board may be enabled todednce 
rssslts, and form conclusions tending to the 
~ advantage of the kingdom. 



AMTJLBHT 8TATB. 

Before we enter on the present state of Ayr- 
practice, it is essential to explain the 
barbaitms mismanagement from whence the 
eocmty has emerged ; containing, like many 
other parts of Scotland, and varioos spots in 
ED|dand, almost every thing that a good farmer 
oa^t to avoid. Bat, as acquired and rooted 
ignorance, ii more difficult to conquer, than 
mere abecmce of skill or knowledse, much praise 
is due to the landholders and farmers of this 
oonn^, for the very rapid progress they have 
already made. A stranger, passing through 
these oistriots, must be surprisea to observe such 
• multitude of agricultural defects still existing; 
But his applause would undoubtedly be exciteo, 
when he understood the great difference be- 
tween the present mani^ement and that which 
toolc place forty years ago. At that period, 
there was hardly a practicable road in the 
county ; wheress, at preeent, few parts of the 
kingdom are so well supplied in that particular. 
Hie larm-houses were mere hovels, moated with 
day, havinff an open hearth or fire-place in the 
middle; we dunghill at the door; the 
catUe starving; and the people wretched. 
The fow ditches which existed were ill con- 
stnoled, and the hedges worse preserved. The 
land over-run with weeds and rushes, sathered 
into very high, broad, serpentine ridges, in- 
terrapted witn large baulks, such asstUldis- 
nace Uie agriculture of some English counties. 
Hm UtUe soil there was, collected on the top of 
tlie ridge, and the furrow drowned with water. 
No fsUows, — no green orchis, — ^no sown grass,— 
no carta or waggons, — no straw yards ; hardhr 
a polatoe, or any other esculent root, ana, 
inMsd, no f^urden vegetables : unless a few 
Scotch kail, which, with milk and oatmeal, 
formed the diet of the people: With little 
■mnr, and no hsy, ezoepi • sosnty portion of 



the coarsest quality collected from the bogs. 
The quantity of dung produced was of small 
avail ; and that portion, little as it was, the 
farmers dragged on cars or sled^, or on what 
were called tumbler-wheeU, which turned with 
the ai^etree, and supported the wretched 

vehicle, hardly able to draw 5 cwt. ^The 

ground was scourged with a succession of oats 
after oats, as long as th^ would pay for seed 
and labour, and aJBTord a small surplus of oat- 
meal for the family ; and then remained in a 
state of absolute sterility, or over-run with 
thistles, till rest enabled it again to reproduce a 
scanty crop. 

The arable farms were generally small, 
because the tenants had not stock for larger 
occupations. A ploughgate of land, or as 
much as could employ four horses, allowing half 
of it to be ploughed, was a common sixed farm. 
It was often runridge or mixed property ; and 
two or three farmers usually lived in the same 
place, and had their different distributions of 
the farm, in various proportions, from 10 to 40, 
60, or 100 acres. 

Many of these leases were gpranted for three 
19 years. The rent was freouently paid in 
kind, or in what was called hall labour, by the 
steel-bow tenants, like the Metayers of France ; 
the stock and implements being furnished 
mutually, or on such terms as could be fixed. 
One half of the crop went to the landlord ; and 
the other remained with the tenant, to maintain 
hii family and to cultivate his farm. The 
tenants were harassed with a multitude of 
vexatious servitudes ; such as, ploughing and 
leading for the landlortl, working his hay, and 
other operations ; which, from the nature of 
them, unavoidably interfered with the atten- 
tion necessary on the tenant's own farm. These 
are now almost entirely abolished. 

[NoTB. — Of tins mode, there is at present but 
one remaining instance in the county.] 

The farm was divided into what was called 
the croft, or in-field, and the out-field Umd. 

The croft, which commonly was a chosen spot 
near the house, after two or three crops of oats, 
received all the dung produced from the farm ; 
and then was sown with bigg or four-rowed 
barley. It then remained a year in lay ; and 
was broke up the following season to undergo 
the same rotation. — As to the out-field land, it 
remained in a state of abeolute reprobatioiL 
Ko dung was ever spread on any part of it. 
The stsrved cattle kept on the nrm, weie 
suffered to poach the fields, from the end of 
Harvest, till the ensuing seedtime ; and thu 
the roots of natural grass were cut on all Um 
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'■ fooUtopa. The bonca, during ' 
tar, wera fad an itrnw, on boilad chaff or weak 
oom, and on inch hay ai the b<^ and marahea 
. ipoQUiiAoiuly produced. 

Aa the winter aeaaont, in AyraUre, an 
wttremely wet, the plough wb« never yoked till 
Cluidlenuu. — It does not appe»r that the 
brmera were in the practice of naing more than 
four horaea to each plough ; but, there wai a 
man to hold, another to drire, and a third to 
dear the mould board, and keep the coulter in 
the ground. The plough waa of the Scotch 
kind ; and, aa the laud waa generally aliff and 
full of ilonea, and never properly outivatad, it 
waa thought neceaaary to conatmct it of the 
atrongeet and moat cltunay materisla. —The cold 
and reioy springs anggcated the pnctice of 
•owing extremely lale, hi that oata were (eldom 
harrowed in before April ; and it wsa not un- 
frequently the end of May, beforelthe bigg, or 
four-rowed barley, waa put in the ground. 

Aa there were few or no incloeurea, the horaea 
•nd cattle were either lethertd, during the 
Summer months, or tmitwl lo the dinctloo of 
ft herd and cur -dog, by whom the poor itarred 
animaU were kept in coaituiit agilktion ; being 
impelled, through famtoe, lo fly from their bare 
lava, and commit continual depredationa on the 
adjacent cropa. 

Every farmer aowed a sufficiency of flax to 
•mpluy the women of hii family at leianre 
hours. A small portion of hemp was likewise 
planted to make taclu and other coane 
materials needed on the {ami. And a quantity 
of wool wai either bought or reared for the 
purpoae of spinning woolen stuA to cloath the 
family. Theae, as well aa the linen we 
worked by some weaver in the neighbourho 
and supplied the dress of both seiea. The 
stalks of hemp were aubatiluted in the place of 
cauidia ; aod, even in situationa adjoining to a 
cooiUery, wboto montha were waated in catling, 
drying, and loading peat ; to serve as fael. 

The cattle atarved during Winter, hardly 
•bletorise witboutaid in Spring, and perpetually 
baraaaed during samnier, never we/e in 6t Con- 
dition for the market. But undoubtedly they 
mnat have been of an admirable race and 
Btunina, otherwise they never could have lor- 
Ti*ed the treatment they experienced. 

Very little buloher meat was uaed, excepting 
a proportion, which every family aalt«d at 
Martinmaa, to serve daring Winter, with their 
pots, or prepared barley, and kail or broth. 
The rest of their food consisting at thai time, 
only of porridge, oatmeal cakea, and aoma milk 






butcher n: 

tfaare were not more than fifty' head S 
Mumally killed in the ooonty town of Ayr, at 
that period, although it contained from 4 to 
GOOO inhabilAnta : And, now, there are serenl 
thonaaad cattle, beaidea ([real qnaotitiea of 
aheep, killed every year j inaomnch, that it la 
one of the beat marketa in the kingdooL 

Wretched aa the ayMem of management waa, 
it i* obviona, that tbe light, rich landa, would 
by no means anffer in the same proporttoo with 
the hard and tilly soils. On the conlraty, tbay 
prodnoed oonaiderable qoantitiea of grtaa, and 
kept the cattle, fed on tham, in good condition. 
[NoTK.— Till, ia an obdurate achiato* or day, 
unmixed with vegetable oraoimalsubatancea, 
and unfit for porpoaea of vegetation, until it 
■""" ' 'ery long amelioration. It 

to bold water, 



like a brick, in dry weather, it may be eon- 
aidered aa the moat onpropitioo* of all soila.] 
With reapect to the moorland part of the 
county ; aa ita bleak and elevated aituatioa, 
with the cold, wet natore of the aoil, render it 
by no meana favouiable to the growth of oora, 
tuder any mode of management, it neceamrily, 
in thoae days, retained a relativo barlariau 
with the lower districla. The moor farmers in 
general occapied great tracU of land. They 
were perfectly nnaoquainted with planting or 
indosures. In the bottMns, some amall lota of 
oom were cnltivatad, and a few loada of ooarM 
hay obtained from the meadowa. The farsM 
were stocked with a proportion of bUck eaUk, 
which when fat, did not weigh more than IS or 
20 stone KnglJMi and with a iin^ hardy rasa 
of wild, black-faced sheep, weighing when fat, 
about 10 lb. Engliah per qaarter, and yidding 
not more than two or three ponnda of rwj 
coarse wool per Beece. The moor (aman 
having hardly any fodder, and no man feeding 
for their aheep aod cattle, the Bo^ waa rwn- 
lated by the number that oould be anhaiatadiB 
hard weather. 

Tbe state of markets waa in ntaral ao low, 
and public credit ao ill eetablialMd, that DO 
tenant ooold oommand money to Mook Ui 
.farm; and few Undholden cotdd taliM the 
means of improving their aatatea. Tnilawl, 
when a laird wished to raise money, ha waa 
obliged to sell hia [Boperty, perhaps (or flO 
year* parohaae, or aooapt of loaoa on waihil : 
Tha natnra of (ha abUgatiao baii^ tiwi if tbt 
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was not rewad within a specified time, 
tlM kund became toe property of toe lender. 

There were no mannfactoree in the county, 
ezoqpdng of bonnets at Stewarton, and of shoes 
and carpets at Kilmarnock. Exports and 
imports xrom the harbours of Avr, Irvine, and 
•Saltcoats, were on a very small scale indeed. 
In ffeneral, the finest lands were let for 2 or 3 
shifiinffs per acre ; and there was neither skill, 
capita^ industry, nor credit in the country to 
do away the wretchedness described. 

[NoTX. — It is, however, true, that some rich 
holms and bottoms paid in kind to the extent 
even of two bolls of oear or bigg per acre.] 

The oonseouences of such mismanaffement 
were truly aeplorable. The people naving 
hardly any substitute for oatmeal, were entirely 
at the mercy of the season. If the seedtime 
was unfavourable, the summer bad, or the 
autumn late and stormv ; a dearth or famine 
nnavoidablv ensued. The price of meal fluctua- 
ted, therefore, between extremes, .which are 
never known in countries better cultivated ; or 
where the means of subsistence are so varied, as 
to render the failure of one species suppliable 
by some other. At the beginning of this cen- 
tuiT, and end of the last, there was a succession 
of bad seasons which lasted several years, and 
reduced the county of Ajrr, and other provinces 
adjacent, to the lowest ^^radation of want ; 
obIi(^g hundreds of families to fly for subsist- 
ence to the north of Ireland, where their 
descendants still remain. At that time, the 
price of oatmeal rose to 2s 6d per peck, weigh- 
ing 8 lb. 10 oz. EngliBh. 

[NoTX.— Frequently from 6d to Is 6d per peck, 
whereas, under the present improved mode 
of cultivation, it seldom varies more than Id 
or 2d above, or below Is per peck.] 

In those seasons of misery, the poor people 
have not infrequently been obliged to subsist by 
bleeding their cattle, and mixing the blood so 
procured, with what oatmeal they could 
procure. 

iKoTX.— X)n reading this description, one would 
think it applied to the dark and gloomy periods 
of the lower ases, when the best fields in 
Italy were des(3ate ; and when the north of 
Europe, under barbarous landlords, with 
serfs or bondsmen for their cultivators, ez- 
hilnted those scenes of ignorance and indi- 
gence, so emphatically described by Sigonios 
and Potgesserus.) 

CHAMOI O? 8T8TXM. 

In a country, such as Scotland, where soil 
and oliniate, in many instances, unite to counter- 



act the endeavours of the cultivator; it 
required extraordinary exertions indeed, to 
bnnff the county of Ayr in so short a time from 
the degradation|already stated, to that period of 
improvement, which, if continued for a few 
years lonser, will entitle it to rank amongst the 
most productive districts in Great Britain. 

The means by which this important cham;e 
has been effected, require to be detailed. The 
landed property of Ayrshire was parcelled out 
among a multitude of proprietors, under very 
different descriptions ; from the petty feuar or 
emphyteutical holder, payinff a fixed rent in 
perpetuity, for a house and garden, through 
all the gradations of vassals holding the pro- 
perty of farms, and paying quit rents to 
subjects-superior ; and of persons who accord- 
ing to the feudal titles of Scotland, held esUtea 
in capite under the crown, from a few acres to 
100,000, which is the Uraest in the county. In 
short, the tenures by which land was held, wer« 
various as the extent and value of the different 
estates. 

[Note. — Those feuars, of whom there are many 
in the country, probably paid the current 
rent for their feus at the time they were 
granted, and in some cases perhaps more. 
But such has been the rise in the value of 
landed property, that these feu duties, now, 
are so perfectly disproportioned to the actual 
rent, that they are little more than a mere 
acknowledgment, that the land is held of the 
subject superior. It has always occurred to 
me, that itlandholders chuse to grant feus, in 
perpetuity for a rent certain, which is at best 
an improvident transaction, the rent should 
be specified, not in coin, which varies in its 
value, but in grain, which at all times most 
necessarily be the permanent standard of 
value in every country.] 

The small proprietor of 50 or 100 acres, was 
seldom sufficiently active or intelligent to 
introduce amelioration. Contented with the 

{>roduce of his fields, on the old system, he 
eft improvements to the upper order of pro- 
prietors. The medium lairds, or country 
gentlemen, were frequently driven by thw 
situations and professions into various quarters 
of the globe ; and were no less distinguished W 
their enlightened education, than by their intel* 
ligenoe and success in various walks of life. But 
their habits and observations had hardly ever 
been applied to the beet of all purposes, the 
cultivation of their native soiL Any attempts 
tb^ made were feeble, desultory, and unavail- 
ing; while the great lords and lane proprietors, 
~ such extensive tracts m uncultivated 
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Und. UiM lo Utani|il a genaraJ ayitem of 
improTouent appeared beyraid their me«DB : 
Neither wm U17 i^ad thousht of, for bringing 
tk« actire aiartioiu of the lended intereit into 



ke; 



e point of union and effisct. On the oontrary, 
-^ pr«indio«B »gain«t innc—'--- — 

peciallf amoDgit tho inf 

1 and proprietors. The 
iidercd all amelioration aa tending only 
meat hii laboor and increase his rent. If anj 
IkDdholder was hardy enough oooasi<mally to 
ftttvmpt improvement, he had eTery possible 
obataole U> oontend with. LAbonren were 
Ignorant and indolent. Ruwk, and implemanU, 
■lUrely inadequate and inapplicable to tational 
nrinciplea of husbandry, and muoh time, 
bboor, and eipense, were wasted before any 
banefit oonld be derired from an improved 
mode of culliTKtioa, in a oonntry where the 
common elements of [arming ware mde and 
barharans. No wonder, then, if those who 
first eauyed the arduoos ondertakjng were 
disappointed in their hopes, and commonly 

inipaire<l the property they meant to r 

rortunalely, however, the ooontry 
within itoeU the means of improvement 



•linoat in every qnarter ; • Dumber of towns 
Kdd villages ; which, althongb at .that time 
dsstltnte of arte and manufactures, were bow- 



r IMDtVIDDAlA 

But these advantages might long havs oon- 
Wa««d dornMnt, had tbey not been called forth 



Is ehisfly due. 

About 40 years ago, ine laui nari 01 E-giinion, 
who 11 lies me rift a very Urge and valnable pro- 
ptrty, dispersed over a great extent, in the 
BMWt improveabk parts M Ayrshire, resolved 
to resone his estotts from the oondition in which 
iMfound thorn. Anemieent farmer, Ur Wight 
•f Onniston, was brought from East Lothian 
to introdnoe the proper mode of ploughing, 
UvalliDg ridgaa, fallowmg, drilling, turnip hns- 
bandiy, and rotations of crop. Great attention 
mts bestowed on the breed of hones and oatUe. 
Flooghmen and dairy people were bronght 
btm various parts of Keglaud. Fences were 
made on an extensive scale, and the county was 
beaatifled by a mnltitude of clumps, belts, and 
plant stiona The noblameBandgentlemen very 
asalonsly oaaoDrred in promoting 
•OBducive - -' - 



leral interest of their oountry. The demand 
lese and bntter to snpply the mnltiptying 
— of Glasgow, Paisl^, Greenock, asd 
Port-Glasgow, led to innrniaing care respsaUn| 
milch cows and dairies. The English market 
afforded ready sale tor black oatUe 1 and Um 
growing manafaclares of the country introdoosd 
the benefits of opulence. 

aPOt.>.VCB — BSMBUS&MEin OP 



Theee concurring circumstances gave rise to 
private or ooanty bank* and F>Jper circulation ; 
and by their means tbe IsAdholdcn, whose 
security was good, but who were in general 
deMiitit« of ready money, were ■■"t'l*^ to dia- 
oonnt bills, procure cash aocompts, and eat^falisb 
other modet of credit for the improvement of 



their eetatce. Al the ■ 
twiants, joining together as seoorities for eaoh 
other, were accommodated with money to stock 
and cultivate their farms. Whatever dis- 
advantages may result from an overstrained 
oircnlation of paper onrrency, or Inoaattooa 
extension of credit ; yet, in this instAooe, tbe 
effects of such pecnniary acoommodatioos were 
truly beneSciaL In a very short time, good 
turnpike roads were completed in sverj dtreo- 
tion; wheel-oarriagee weregradoaUyintradnoadi 
ooallieries and lime quarries were npiwiod ; 
drmw-kilns erected ; almoat every field was 
divided by hedge and ditch ; good nmn-bOBsaa 
were conitruat«d ; aown grasses pravailed ; the 
breed of animals was improved ; the lowest 
olasa of people wore enabled to live better, 1^ 
the introduction and gennTal nie of pmelns* 
The seat of every oonudentble peteoa waa 
ornamented with planting, and his fislds 
improved ; and Ihero har^y remained a pro- 
prietor, of any condition whatever, who did 
not, in some form or other, pronMte the inter- 
eating work of cultivation. 



Great as theee sdvaota, 



■ appear, tbey war* 



inadequate to produce Uw suMfior Iwn 

which the county has attainco. It i* to be 
observed, vbst, nolwithstaodiiig the advaaea. 
ment already mentioned, agriraltare imiisIhsiI 
ahnost without a beacon or directory to Cidde 
Its oonrse, or epaofy its progrees. StvA 
advantage had indeed been dmired froa lnit*t- 
Ing the better practice of Bast-Lothfaa, and 
some of the well managed provinces in Bopaad. 
But the mode of Bgri culture, estaUisIiadlatbsM 
plaoes, presupposed akill and toAwUry tn tha 
kbonrer, stock and knowledge ia tlM IsnHr, 
aaa > regulated oolUvMtoa | wilhaM vUthf 
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Um b«t bleadngi of soil and climate will prove 
imayailinff. Braidee, the indiscriminate adop- 
tioo of plans and systems, formed for other 
districts, soils, and climates, was liable to 
infinite objections. For example, the ingenious 
Sacretarv of yonr Board maintains, that the 
onhr mode, by which a scientific or successful 
busoandry can any where be established, is by 
granting extensive farms to opulent and skillful 
tenants. But, in the present instance, this 
became impracticable ; because, without allud- 
ing to the necessary portion of industry and 
dcdl, few tenants had stock and implements 
snfficieBt for 80 or 100 acres. — It is farther to 
be observed, that in a soil and climate where 
ploughing, sowing, reaping, and stacking com 
are liable to constant interruptions ; it is nardly 
possible for any farmer to manage, without 
uns, a lax^e quantity of land in tilli^ ; and, at 
any rate, it tends to diminish the number of 
fiunners and their families, substituting hinds 
and cottagers, and labouring servants in their 
Dlaoe. 

[KoTX. — Pliny's opinion on this subject is 
expressed in the following words : ** Modum 
agri in primis servandum, antiqui, putavere. 
Quippe, ita censebant, satius esse minus serere 
et m&us arare." — And Virgil says. 



*' Laadato ingentia rum 



«* Exignnm coUto.") 

When the practice of winter-ploughing, so 
prevaient in dryer climates and in lighter soils, 
was attempted on the deep and tilTy parts of 
Ayrshire, the land was so drenched as to yield 
a scanty produce. In like manner, numberless 
imorovers lost their crops by sowing early, in 
imitation of their southern neighbours ; and 
many a field of clay, bv summer fallowing in a 
rainy season, was rendered onlyfit to be con- 
verted into brick or mortar. When the hiffh 
and crooked ridses were attempted to oe 
cleared and leveUed, the productive soil was 
buried and a sterile till was thrown upon the 
•nrfsce ; which, having been excluded from the 
air, and unmixed with any animal or vegetable 
substance, required a long course of plouffhtng, 
maoure, sjmI exposure to the atmosphere, before 
it could afford the pabulum of vegetation : 
Inaomnch, that the tract of old ridges is fre- 
qoently marked with barrenness, at this day, 
m fielas, which, after being levelled, have for 
20 years nndergone a suooessive course of ool- 
livmtioii. In short, when any person, impHdUy 
adcmtiiig the manaffeinent of other counties, 
laid no other limitations upon his tenants than 
•Mk at were adapted to places, where the land 
already dressed ana drained, the soil snd 



climate dry, and a proper rotation of crops 
established ; he was invariably disappointed |n 
his objects ; and the farm, at the mercy of un- 
restramed and unskilfal tillage, became little 
better than a caput mortuum. 

In this situation the wisest cultivator aroupd 
Ghent, Bruges, or Alost, would have found him- 
self perplexed. His endeavours to lay the land 
clean, and dry, by straisht furrows, well-pro- 
portioned ridges, and frequent drills, would 
nave been frustrated, oi at oest have proved a 
tedious and expensive undertaking, in a country 
where the ridses were high, crooked, full of 
stones and baulks ; where every furrow was like 
a ditch, and every head-ridge a mound to pre- 
vent the outlet of the water. 

Had he brought the best ploughmen from 
Noriolk, who, at home, with two horses, will 
work near two acres daily, he would have 
found them soon conform to the Ayrshire com- 
plement of 3 roods : while the native labourer 
would have learned from his instructors to 
refuse employment on any other work. In 
vain would he have attempted to save his land 
from poaching, and to increase manure by 
feeding every animal upon the farm within 
doors, as is the practice of the Netherlands. It 
would have reouired years l)efore he could get 
into a course of clover, sainfoin, vetches, tares, 
and lucerne, for summer feeding ; and into cole, 
cabbage, carrots, turnips, rape, and oilcakes fw 
winter. And, after all, he would have found 
neither shed nor straw-yard on the farm, in 
which his stock could l)e accommodated. 

NKW SYSTEM INTRODUCED. 

Under these difficulties, it was fortunate for 
the county, that a gentleman of considerable 
property, united with sreat abilities and 
observation, (Mr Fairly of Fairly), devoted his 
attention to the gradual correction of abuses, 
which no power or influence could at once 
abolish. Knowing the imperfect nature of the 
instruments he had to work with, he determined 
to proceed bv a less rapid, but more certain, 
operation. Everv farm, as it came out of lease, 
was inclosed and divided by sufficient fences 
into three or more Pi^ts, and was allowed to 
remain in grass, till it recovered from the 
exhaustinff course of evil management already 
stated. About 100 bolls of slacked lime were 
spread upon the sward of each acre. A con- 
venient house and offices were completed, and 
in this condition, it was ready for a tenant. 

[Non.— The Ayrshire boll of lime oontaias 4 
Winchester bushels, costing, at the draw kill, 
from 8d to Od and 6d per bolL] 




lie 
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Bat, in order to preserve the benefits to 
lediously and expensively aoqnired, the most 
pointed limitations were necessary ; not onlv to 

Event the fanner from reducing his land by 
i management, to its former wretched sitoa- 
tioo, but to enforce a rational system of amend- 
ment. 

The lease was usually srranted for 18 years ; 
and the covenants obliged the tenant, not to 
plough more than one third of the farm in any 
ooe year nor to plough the same land more than 
three years successively. With the third crop, 
the tenant was bound to sow 3 bushels of rye- 
grass, and 12 lb. of clover. To cut it for hay 
onlv one year, and pasture 5, before the same 
oonld be ploughed again. The tenant was 
bcmnd to keep the houses in repair, to maintain 
the ntes and fences ; and in case of failure, the 
landuord misht employ labourers, and charae the 
amount witn the next year's rent. The fodder 
was stipulated to be consumed upon the ground, 
and ul the manure to be spread upon it. 
Heavy additional rents were specified for every 
acre ploughed beyond the limitation : And 
these rents were not in the form of penalties, 
bat as a compensation for the very serious loss 
inourred by cropping the ground beyond the 
periods admittea by the lease. 

In confirmation of these remarks, it is to be 
•bserved that the same ground which in pasture 
yields 20b per acre, is frec|nently worth £5 or 
£6 per acre annually for 3 years' ploughing. It 
is not surprising, therefore, that any attempts 
to invalidate the course of such oovenanu oy 
appealing against the right of landlords to 
impose limitations on their tenants, should 
have excited the strongest feelings of alarm, 
and occasioned impressions of positive wrong 
oo the minds of all persons, conuei'tetl with the 
landed interest, whose properties might be 
iajured to the amount of many hundreds per 
oeot., and reiluce<l to their ancient sterility, 
if the courts of justice were to cease supporting 
these covenants. 

Under the regulations specified by Mr Fairlie, 
there never could be more than one-thinl of the 
farm in crop ; and no land could be plonshed 
Un it had lain six years in grass. The pru^uce 
oo one-third of the farm so ploughed was 
osnally double or triple that which the whole 
yielded under the old management of croft and 
oat-field land. The remaining two-thirds hting 
■own down with idl the lime, oung, and manure 
that ouuld be collected, afforded a supply of 
hay and grass more valuable than the whole 
produce of the farm under the ancient syst«m. 
nose farmers who persisted in raising thre* 



saccessive crops of oats, ondoubtadly sooorgsd 
the land as much as ooald be done in three 
years, or as oould well be recovered by six years 
of rest under sown grass. But many farmeri 
had sense enough to take beans and pease as 
the second crop, and to sow bigg or barley, and 
grass seeds for the third ; by which means the 
Und has been brought into a condition capable 
of yielding crops hardly equalled, and certainly 
not surpassed in any part of Great Britain* 
The same gentleman, having fortunately under- 
taken the sunerintendenoe of the estates of the 
present Earl of Eglintoun, and applied his 
system to the management of that extensivs 
property ; in the space df little more than 20 
years, has established a reformation so complete, 
that it is universally adopted almost oo every 
arable estate in Ayrshire. The conseqoeoces 
are, abundant crops of grain ; plentiful retains 
of hay; and the finest pasture where liMle or no 
pasture grew before. Indeed, the principle of 
not allowing more than three successive crops 
to be taken off the same field, without rest or 
intervening fallow, and of sowing grass seeds 
along with the thii\i and last crops, is so com- 
pletely established, that the tenant attempting 
to depart from that course, without stipulation, 
would be held, by the judicial county ooarts, 
as acting wrongfully to the proprietor, and an 
interdict would be obtained against him, on the 
principle that he was deviating from the osage 
of the country, to the detriment of the pro- 
prietor, who is understood to let the nse Dot 
not the abuse of the land. 

STATE OK PBOPRRTY. 

The division of property, as has been already 
stated, is extremely various ; and the different 
circumstances, respecting its extent and distri- 
bution, are exprened in a column annexed to 
the map which accompanies this paper. 

A great proportion of the landed estates have 
changed their owners in consequence of indi- 
vidual extravagance, expensive enffagements* 
and the distress occasioned by the faUure of the 
Ayr bank in the year 1772. 

The nm-ridge and minaled property is now 
almost entirely divided; and unless around some 
burghs and villages, and in a few other 
instances, there are no common lands in the 
oounty. 

[NoTK.— There are three tenures of land in this 
county, which, from their unoommoonsss, 
deserve to be recorded. The first is of the 
Lands of Priestwick, on the ooast of Ootl, 
erected into a burgh by vtry ancient charters; 
under the direction of a chanoellor, baillies, 
and other borough ofBoen. Thsrs are about 
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1000 acra of land divided u 
or buooi u they Are called, 
a lot ot »r»ble Kround, and a. riglit of puti 
ing a (pecified number of sheep and cattle 
Ibe common. The lot« do not remain ^ 
perpetnity with any one pouesaor, but are 
appropriated from lime to time by dramog 
for them at the end of a certain number ol 
year* ; and no freeman can mII bia property 
without consent of the corporation. The 
next tenara, i» that of Newton upon Avr, 
Tery accuritelj described by the Rev. Mr 
Peeblea, in hii .Statistical Report of that 
pariih, already publiihed. The property 
bdonging to the community contnine about 
SOO amble acre% divided among 4^ freemen, 
and IM) aorea in common among them. The 
lait. and moat remarkable, coniista of 240 
acra of rioh land, held by 40 pervon* in lote 
of 8 aoM* each, Mljoming to Kilmaura, 
(which wal erected into a burgh of barony 
bf King James V.) under a charter sisnled 
by the Barl of Olencaim 1577 ; the hohlere 
paying at the rste of 2 merki for each 40th 

Kl. By thui charier, the Earl of filencaini 
da himaelf to allow no articles of manu- 
facture to be made on tlie estate, nor any 
article of produce to be sold, excepting in the 
nid burgh of barony. His object undoubtedly 
wa* by t&ae restrictive grant* and privileaea, 
to allure ingenious tradesmea to the burgh of 
Kilmanra. But hiiintentions wcrefrustraled; 
for the tradesmen «o established, an<l their 
deaoendants, have generally forsaken the buii- 
DMS of handicraft, and employed themselves in 
cultivating their respective lots, which still 
omtinue runridge. On this land, (or many 
years, were raiseil plants of_ Scotch kail. So 
Tsluahle that great part of Scotland was 
supplied with thsm ; but in no other respect 
baa either agrioullureop manufacture bonefit«d 
by Iheae three institutions. The particulars 
of this charter, and the strange tenure in 
queatioa. are accurately staled by the Rev. 
Mr MilUr in his excellent SUtittical 
account of the parish of Kilmaura.] 
The proprietors are unacquainted with 
DUny ohatacles to improvement, which exist in 
the southern part of the island. The land-lax, 
together with conversion of statute labour for 
' ini; of m^uK minislei's ulipend, and 
je "to M.hooliiia«lers, are the only auess- 
I to which the land* are snbjectwl. These 



and above the rent specilieif 
■eldom amount to more than '2 
nt the aclnal rent. 



36 freemen, vttxx or the land- 






t3 per 



The light sandy links, and downs along the 
shore, being nnfit for tillage, ought either to be 
planted, or let in rabbit warren, which yields 
near lOl per acre, while it is hardly worth 5e 
The flat and arable Darts ought 
t loa<ls of 

sheep on turnips as a preparative for barley ai 
grass seeds, is found an eligible syatei... 
Potatoes, and all the kinds of Scotch kail, or 
cuiied greens, also succeed eitremely welL 
These lands, under such management, are worth 
from lOa to 20b per acre, according lo tlie staple 
of the soil. The better quality of strong clay* 
are generally let from 20b to 30s per acre ; and 
loams, or rich gravel, from .IOb to 40s. 
[Note.— This system baa not only been found 
extremely beneficial in many parts of Eng- 
land, bat is recomniendeil by the lieat farmere 
of antiquity.— " Ulii temenlini (Buturus eris, 
ibi oves delectalii. et frondem usque ad 

Mbula matura." Cat. Cap. 30. And 

Pliny says, "Sunt qui oplime steroorari 
putent, sub Dio, relibus inclusa peconim 
mansione." Pun. Nat. Hist. lib. I)t.) 
On these soil*, it is no unusual oircumslonce 
to raise 10 to 12 Winchester quarters of oaU; 6 
and S quartera of bigg or liarley, and as much of 
beans, lor which the soil of Ayraliire is in many 
places admirably adapted; although the wet- 
ness of the harvests renders it difficult to dry 
them. But this is in a great measure obviated 
by letting them remain till they liecome black 
and dry before they are cut. Beans are found 
to succeeil well on lay ; and it will be fortunate 
for the county, if the practice of using them, as 
an intervening crop between onls ami barley, 
shall be.-omo more general. Many famien 
approve of sowing pease along with beans, 
which cover the land more completely : but it 
must be the late kind of pease, otherui^e they 
will not ripen with the beuit. 

Pease alone, though sometimes a pniiliictire 
crop in this county, are extremely troublesome 
to dry, occasioned by the wetness of the 
climate; neither do they usually yield more per 
acre than 5 or 6 bolls of four Winchester 
bushels each, worth aliout our guinea |ier 
boll. 

There are not yet above a score of common 
fnrmera in the comity who are in the practice 
of raising turnips. Their crops, however, 

trove extremely luxuriant, and seversl of them 
!ive a<lopI<T<l the Ivst mode yet s -' — ■ — 



It of using 
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tamipo, namely, to draw every oltcmnte tnmip, 
BDi] fetd c»(tlB with them m the Iioum ; to 
fold slieep and youn^ stock on the remikinder ; 
and whenever ktumip i« broken or apoiling, to 
drew it for the atall-fed cstlle. By thne 
■neuu, the whole produce is turned to account ; 
whereaa in other piouem the fineat crops are 
fr«qneiitly deatroyed in rainy araMtat, for want 
of common .ui-c and skill. 



Wlit'ut la not n crop in general pmclii:!' : imt 
thoee wlin rniw it. whenever they l~lif iiiiin to 
cWri Ihfir Uiid, Imve (;'k»1 rctnui^, "'Uajly 'rom 
4 to Wincheater qoarler* per acre. The red 
wheat is often sown, although the fine early 
Enei, Hertford, or Suffolk teed-wheat is pre- 
ferable. Rut unleui the grain be steeped in 
brine, wc End it apt lo blight and blacken. The 
wheal raised in Ayrehiieisof an excellent cjualily, 
often weigbingfromlBOtoASllia.pej'buBheU yet the 
cultivation of this grain i- liable to great objec- 
tion. The eummcni are frequently so wet, and 
the harvest so lale and stormy, that a large 
tract of Uutl L'Qnnot properly lie jirepared for 
wheal, without a greater power of men and 
hiirM'H, ihitii Ih-Ioiimb li> oriliiiary farmers. If 

be ..fler cl. 



lover : the land hiiv'ng been previously 
and L'Icancil with turnips, (olloweil by 



I hed 



Of all the rotations hitherto iliscovered, the 
bMt for Ayrshire afj|iears lo be from lay, oats, 
or beans. After these, in dry soils, turnips or 
other green crops, luch as kail, rclches, tares, 

and pnlatots. In very stronK soils drille<I 

beans, cabbages, anil carrots, may uesulMtituled 
in the place of lurnipa. These foUoweil by a 
crop 01 harley sown with grass-seetls. After 
the clover, wheat, or oats, and in very lisht 
lands, rye. Ry this innde. it is prcsumcil, that 
wheat may W cultivated on a large soale with 
advantage. For if the harvest prove so wet, 
that the intendeil portion of land cannot be 
•own with winter a-hcat, it only requires sow- 
ing a htrger quantity .>f oats or spring wheat, 
and still continuing Ihe same rotation. 
(KoTt— Beans, on old resleil lay, frequently 

yietil 6 VVinehcaliT quarters per acre ; worth 

about 3'2s per quarter.] 



sumption. It is observed, that so far from 
eihamting the land, potatoes, when laxtlriMlt, 

are sure lo be succeedeil by an abnndaot cnni. 
Various kinds of them are cuRivated ; bat th« 
round red and the round whit* of a dry nature 
are preferred, both for taste and produce. Tbey 



illy sold for 6d per peck, weighiiu A 

hillings per boli of 16 pecks ; andthe 

value of L. 16 or L. 20, is not unfrequenUy 



In short, of all the 
of thu commnnitT 



The culture o( potatoes is so universally 
ealablished in every part of this county, Ihat 
the pooi«Bt labourers, and the most extensive 
fanners, ms« a sufficiency for their own con- 



ethered off 
nefits the lower 
have Bc<|uiroil wiUiin the present century 
cuuntv. the general cullivnlioii of (Hitatoaa is 
probnbly the most important. Ljszy b«)s ar» 
almost entirely kid aside ; and the potatoes 
ore plant«<l in the month of June, on laud pre- 
pared by the plough, manured and drilled like 
other green crops, and ore lift«d before thera b* 
danger of the frost deilroying them. 
[Note. — The prejudices against potaioca have 
been found in many places atmoat oncunqiKr- 
ahle. An idea of their being a speciea of 
solonnm, and consequently nn wholesome, 
prevented their cultivation m Italy. And in 

people only lit for swine ; until the celebratod 
Comptroller Cieneral, M. Turgot, exerted hi* 
influence, and introduced them while lutco- 



own table every day.] 

Binn AND BAKLBT. 

The Ayrshire farmen very frequently prafar 
bigg tu barley. The avenun weight of the for- 
mer is only 48 lb. per Wiucheatar bushel ; 
while the latter iscatimatadat B2]h. psrUuheL 
But the bigg, hating four rows iiut«ad of two, is 
more productive, and is likewise hardier ud 
quicker in its vegetation ; so th»t it may he 
later sown. Thia often proves a material 
advantage in audi a climate, where the land for 
barley con wliloni lie prenared before the month 
of May : although It is (hereby prevented froM 
ripening till the beginning of September, which 
interferes with the tiei harvest. Bewdea, till of 
late, the mallntcra did not allow a price ade- 
quate to the iliffurence of valne between bim and 
barley. Rut now, when barley s-Ils at St per 
qaarlrr. bigg may be hail 4 or 6 ah illinga cheaper; 
although it IS ditticuit to discover any difference 
in lh« ale breweil from these sorts of grain. 

With respect to oats, whi-:h fonn the great 
staple of ,>rovisionB in the county, it ma/ laialj 
be asserted, that, in point of quality add prodnae^ 
no county in the kingdom wtrpawes ATi^iire. 
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Those prodnoed from lay are' of the best and 
meet ft^rinacionB quality. The seoond crop is 
tttaally better than the third. This grain being 
extremely imporerishing, farmers ought to 
learn that two crops of it should never be taken 
tocceeaivelv from any field. — The time of sowing 
is usually from the middle to the end of March. 
[Note. — The usual rule in better climates is to 
sow the cold wet lands early, reserving the 
warm dry bottoms till the last of the seed- 
time. Uato says : " Ubi (j^uisque locus 
fri^dissimus,aquoeissimusqueent, ibiprimum 
fento. In calidissimis locis, fementim 
postrcmum sieri oportet." Cato, Cap. 34. — 
Whoever adopts this advice in Ayrshire is 
sure, in a wet seedtime, to impair his crop. 
For, in this country, we must follow Pliny's 
rule. Never to touch land when wet — 
*' Lutofam terraro ne tangito." Plin. Xat. 
Hist. Ub. 18.] 

Much pains are taken to procure the best 
Qualities of seed. The old kind of small grey 
Scotch oats did not yield much farina. The 
Dutch and Polish oats, although they ripen 
near a fortnight earlier than the common sorts, 
are extemely apt to shake with heavv winds ; 
•ad are, besides, much thicker in the husks 
than the oats now cultivated in this county. 
Theee were originally raised on a bleak farm 
in Berwickshire called Blainsley, cleaned with 
sreat care, and sold for seed all over Scotland. 
They do not ripen very early ; and the oat 
harvest seldom commences sooner than Septem- 
ber, and does not finish before October. 

WEIGHT OF ORAIN. 

The average weight is 361b. per bushel, which 
will produce meal at the rate of 18 pecks per 
Winchester quarter — each peck of meal weigh- 
ing 81b. lOoz. English weight, at 16oz. per 
pound. Upon the rich warm lands near the 
coast, no less than 22 pecks of meal have been 
produced from a quarter of oats. Farther up 
the country, the proportion will hardly exceed 
16 pecks from 1 quarter of oats ; and, in bad 
seasons, on the bleak parts of the moors, there 
will hardly be a return of 14 pecks of meal from 
a Quarter of oats. 

x^o fact can more clearly shew the absurdity 
of selling ffrain by measure instead of weight. 
For it is obvious that a quarter of oats, yield- 
ing 21 pecks of meal, is exactly worth 1} 
Quarter, yielding only 14 pecks of meal. This 
took the liberty of suggesting to a member of 
the Privy Council, when the Ute com bill was 
in agitation ; and accompanied the statement 
with many observations on the subject, from 
an ingenious friend of mine, very deeply con- 



versant in the corn trade. The good sense, 
however, of the A3rrshire farmers has at last 
adjusted this business, as well as could have 
been accomplished by the wisest legislative 
regulation. And now, bargains of grain are 
usually taken at a specified average weight, 
namely, at 36 lib. per bushel of oats, or 18 
pecks of meal per quarter. When the grain 
weiffhs less, there is a diminution in the price, 
at toe rate of 6d in the boll, for every pound of 
meal defaulting. If gentlemen in different 
parts of Enffland essay their oats, they will 
find them seldom equal to this average ; and 
the oats from Ireland, imported into Ayr, 
Irvine, and Saltcoats, are commonly sold Is or 
Is 6d per quarter cheaper than Ayrshire oau. 

(Note. — The average price of oats in Ayrshire 
is about 16s per W inchester quarter, or Is 
per peck of meal. When meal in lower, 
farmers can hardly pay their rents, and when 
much dearer, the p*or arc oppressed.) 

CHIPPINO AND STEEPIM; SEKD. 

In a climate such as this, when seedtime and 
harvest are constantly too late, several weeks 
might 1k5 gained by chipping or steeping the 
seed in moisture, and then covering it up under 
cloths or sacks in a barn or other warm place, 
for a few days, till it buds : By which means 
there will be the double advantckce of proving 
the quality of the seed before it be sown, and 
of obtaining several weeks in its time of ripen- 
ing. This mode is very generally practised in 
several parts of Russia ; and I have known it 
with advantage applied to some kinds of grain 
and grass-seeds. Barley beins a seed that very 
readily sprouts, and is usually sown in warm 
weather, will perhaps gain less by this practice, 
than beans, pease, oats, and other spring com ; 
and as for winter com, the experiment would 
be preposterous. 

(Note. — In Russia the Guinea or Indian com is 
raised by this mode, and might, I doubt not, be 
brought to sufficient perfection in this 
climate, to act at least as a green crop, 
affording the finest of all green feeding for 
cattle. I have raised it to its full size in the 
open ground at this place ; and it only re- 
quires, like potatoes, and other delicate pro- 
auctions of warm climates, not to be planted 
out while there is risk of frost.) 

REAPING AXD MODE OF PRESXRVINO CORN. 

There is perhaps no countv in the kingdom 
where the farmers are so hancty and expert in 
reaping and managinff their corns in rainy 
weather. The oats ana liarley are usually cut 
for 5s. per Scots acre, and put in shocks for Is. 



no 
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more. The itubble U cut extremely short, and 
no com is left to eacourage gleaners and other 
pilferers. Besides the usiud complement of 
nrm servants, an additional ntmiber are engaged 
for the harvest, or the whole may be contracted 
for at a certain rate per acre. Even in the most 
humid seasons it is extremely rare to find any 
com lost, or much damaged ; for the farmers 
are constantly turning and curing it, so as to 
prevent its rotting, even when the rains continue 
•o severe for many weeks, as to render it 
impossible to take in the com. When 
thoroughly drie<l, it is put up in stacks, con- 
taining each from 10 to 20 quarters. One of 
these IS thrown into the barn, and threshed out 
as occasion may require. 

[Note. — The Biriey-men, or appraisers, are so 
expert in their valuation of com in the shock, 
that on a field of 50 acres, they will estimate 
the produce within a few bushels. They cast 
and thresh every 20th or 40th sheaf, which 

gives them the average of the whole. On 

the same principle, an attentive farmer, when 
he stacks nis com, ought to note the number 
of sheafs, and prove them in a similar mode. 
By these means he can exactly know the 
amount of grain contained in every stack, and 
prevent the possibility of imposition.] 

THKESHIN<} — APPRAISINC. 

Clean oats growing on clay and soil free from 
weeils, may be threshed, and the straw trussed 
up for KhI per quarter. But oats on foul and 
ffrassy soils are dearer. The usual practice, 
however, is, to employ the farm servants in 
winter mornings to thresh from 5 to 8 ; when 
they rub down their horses, and go to out- 
door work. 

THRKSHINC; MACHINK.H. 

The useful invention of a threshing machine 
has alrt-ady been introduced into the county, 
and it) found of superior utility. The principle 
upon which this mill performs, is by two 
cylinders or rollers turning quickly, and so 
piaceil, as to let all the straw pass through, and 
strip it from the grain. One of these machmes 
to work with two horses, may lie erecte<l for 
L 30 or L. 40. It rei(uires the attendance of 
three men, and will thresh 3 quarters of oats 
per hour so clean, that not one grain of com 
remains upon the stalk. It enables a fanner to 
supply an unexpected demand, and to prevent 
the continual depre<lations to which every far- 
mer tn fxpoMHl, when a nunilier of hilnMirers 
have contttant acccM to his l*arn. 

[NoTK. — It may ali*o \te worked by walfr, when 
thiTC is a pro|>cr fall, or ,v»wer at haiul] 



MCLTURES. 

Multures or servitudes to particular milns are 
in general abolished ; and with a few exceptions, 
every farmer takes his grain to the miller who 
serves him best. In some parts of the county, 
however, a contrary practice still prevails. The 
usual price for drymg and grinding, is 6d. 
per quarter of oata. Drying, steeping, and 
maltirg barley, 2b. And wheat is miUed for 2b. 
per quarter. 

HAY. 

With respect to the culture and management 
of hay, notwithstanding the great quantities 
raised in all parts of the county, the whole 
svsttm is still deficient. Instead of sowing 12 
lb. weight per acre of the best red clover, 6 lb. 
of white or Dutch, and 4 lb. of yellow clover, 
with some plantain and other n«eadow grasses ; 
it is usual to sow no more than 6 or 7 lb. of red 
clover, along with 1 or 2 bushels of ill chosen 
ryegrass, the greatest part of which is only an 
annual plant ; although there be perennial rye- 
grass of superior quality ; and all kinds of rye- 
grass are considered as a scourging crop. 

It often happens, indeed, that the seed-mer- 
chants impose a weed called goose grass on the 
farmers, and thus the fields are poisoned and 
impoverished. The clover is seldom sown 
equal, but only with one cast of seed to a ridge, 
and the furrows being frequently wet ; it is not 
usual to find a strong and regular crop of clover 
among ordinary tenants. 

Grass meant to be preserved for hay is 
almost constantly allowea to stand so long that 
the seeds are formed and the juices aried. 
This exhausts the land, deprives the hay of 
nutriment, and throws the hay bar\*est so late 
that the autumnal rains commonly take place 
before it be concluded. The consequences are, 
great expense in the working, turning, and 
coiling, and dryinff it after a succession of 
showers, till the wtiole juice and substance is 
exhausted ; and at last, it is frequently stacked 
in a state fit for nothing but litter. 

The usual prices are 4d per stone for sown- 
Kjass-hay in the rick, and 6d for old hay. 
Notwithstanding these remarks, 200 or 300 
stone per acre is not an unusual crop. 

pAarrRE. 

Much improvement might also be made for 
the purposes of pasture by proper attention to 
cultivate the most valiwble mea^low grasses, 
such OS timothy, fescue, plantain, and many 
others »uite<l to the different soils. It is even 
not iniprolmble that the < Guinea grass, althooffh 
the native of a ver>' warm country, might be 
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brought to aMunilate with this soil and climate. 
At present, the B^^edi and roots of I he worst 
kiiMis uf grass and weeds are so predominant 
tlironghoiit the ci>aQty, that they choiik the 
more valuable sorts when sown. This evil can 
liardly be eradicated till drills, fallows, and 
green crops become an established p vrt of the 
system ; and rotation of husbandry in every 
farm. 

(NoTB. — The Romans were in use to fallow every 
alternate year, and reckoned terra rentihilis, 
or ground which could b<*ar crops every 
yi^r extremely uncommon, and chiefly con- 
fined to the rich territory of Campania. On 
the other hand the Chinese never allow any 
land to remain in fallow or in pasture. See 
Voyages d'un Pliilosphe, par Le Poivre. 
How would a Ch ncse be confounded, says 
this author, if he beheld our wastes, and 
downs, and commons ; our ill-dressed ridges, 
uwlcss fallou's, and bare fields !) 
Neither has it been possible for any 
fatmer in the county to extirpate sprits and 
rushes. When once rooted in the land, they 
are so c«»ntinually nourished by the moisture of 
the climate, as well as the congenial nature of 
the soil, and their fibres are understood to be 
of *o nnperishable a texture: that after repeated 
draining^, ami fallowings, they have sprung in 
full vigi)ur as noon as the ground returned to 
grass. 

[NoTB. — The antient georgical writers, particu- 
lady Columella, Pliny, and Palladius, all con- 
cur in representing rushes and other plants of 
a similar nature, as indications ot a fertile 

•oil. Col. lib. ii. cap. 11. Pus. Nat. 

HisL lib. 18. cap. 6. Pal. lib. 1. tit. 5.] 

The pasture in this couuty, however, is grow- 
ing richer and iK^tter every <lay. White clover 
grows spontaneously. The ground has a natural 
tende cy to the production of grass ; and there 
is little doubt of its rivalling the best closes of 
Cheshire or of Yorkshire, as soon as the land is 
dry ; the cattle restrained from poaching it in 
Winter : and the practice of topdressing pasture 
fields with dung, sea- weed, lime and compost 
l^nerally i nt roil uced. At present, grass lands let, 
to the more cultivated parts, from Lis to 30b. 
per acre. On the bare unimproved clay soils, 
from 5a to 10s, while the hills and moors 
remain in thfir primitive sterility ; and 
probably do not average more than It or 
is6d per acre.] 

STATX or TTLLAOB. 

The actual state of tillage or mod^of working 
th« laodf forms the next object of attentioo. 



The ridffeil still continue in many peaces very 
high and broad, the furrows being often 20, 30, 
and 40 feet asunder. In order to correct the 
evils of high ridges, without incurring the 
detriment of burying the good soil, and 
exposing an unfertile one, an ingenious gentle- 
man, of great landed property, proposes a 
method founded on the simple principle of 
reducing the lowest part to a level. 
(Note.— Mr Ferguson of Pitfour, Member for 

Aberdeenshire.) 

With this vio\r, he throws off the top soil 
with a spade from about 6 feet at the end of a 
ridge, extending the whole bnath across the 
ridge. He then proce^;ds to throw the top 
soil, from th« next 6 feet upon the surface so 
levelled ; and advances with thin sort of trench- 
ing till the whole field is reduced, kct-piug the 
producing soil at lop, and making I lie process 
perform the purpose of a reguUr tmiching, 
equal in respect of pulverising to 4 or .5 plough- 
iugs, and ctFected for 40;» or .50i per acre. A 
more Mmple, cheap, and efficacious op. 'ration 
can hardly be imiigined ; and no county can 
possibly stand more in need of such a practice 
than the one in question. 

TRENCIIINO. 

Indeed, it long has l)een a doubl wiiether the 
system of working land by spading and trench- 
ing, so as to bring every field to a m >re pulver- 
ized state by the labour of man, to the <'Xclusion 
of animals, is not one of the greatei«t improve- 
ments which can occur in any country. With- 
out presuming to pronounce upon a p)int so 
often agitated, it is obvious that the land by 
such a process is completely cleaned, frt-ed from 
stones, levelled, and pulverized. Thai the pro- 
duce of garden stuffs, green crop-*, grain, and 
grass, is thus rendered far superior to the ordin- 
ary mode by tillage; that besides the atlvantageof 
employing the human species in place of the 
brute creation, the expense is little different. 
For exanaple, to plough or fallow a tieUl five 
times, with two horses and a driver, costs in 
Ayrshire between 30s and 40s per acre. To 
half trench an acre, with one spoiling and a 
shoveling, will cobt about the same money ; and 
a double trenching, with two spading^ and two 
thovelings, in onUnary soil does not exce^ 50s 
or L. 3 per acre. 

The return from such management is truly 
Burprisiuff. — Acres so worked have been known 
to yield above 60 bolls of poUtoes each : and a 
farmer near Grougar and Kilmarnock, a few 
^ears a^, on land prepared with double trench- 
ing, raised a crop of wheat, for which be 
received L. 19 per acre. 
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troDcliiDg, and pluiiteil with Ihs round li&rd- 
hraddd Scoti:!) uiblngu, km) roit-ii of heani 
bi'twceti llii* intervals. But tlieje inaUiicM 
cannot ocjur unli.'W when th« ground i> well 
mmnured. and itrcul BtUation bcit/iweil on pru- 
ciirinft KLiI of the bent quuljiy. and pUntj jo 
fall vigour; as llicro ia pnibilily an pirt of 
fitrmiiig in wliiuh more losi Hera's from indo- 
IcDce ftnd ianorKnuu, tliui in Ihe ciielon vliuiue 
of wed, &nd M-loctioo of pUnU. 

BnttnruLumto plonghing. —Every rational 
hrmar in tlii* cnunly i« Bpnaihle, al l»t, of the 
•dvantnjfm ilerireil from Mrawhl furrows, — the 
ridaM jufli sloping saffi'n-iiiTy lo direct tlis 
wioer to Ijic. fmro*s, uii.l n.it mire th»,. 12 
tvct widv. Ry this propiri inn, the Acid it Uid 
entirely diy; the rl'tga miy be sown ac two 
ezLitlntiii, rusp'-d with two Hivkles A-I>re>it, nnd 
moB'ed with one scythe at two lumi. 

In this cnunty, as in several othen, the mode* 
of plougliing s™ various, and in miny cues 
eioeptionkblf.— In liyht eaiv soils, du void of 
•Uiues. like dilT.!runt ptrts of IfirTolli. th<>art of 
plonghing is si> simple, that it nity he p'Tformwl 
■Imait in *ny way. and efTectol liy a plough of 
■av com-niti c in tlr notion. Itul. when the 
light, hrovl Inttomed N'lrfnlk plough, is nsitl 
in the •'iff stnney soils of Avrsliiiv, the wnrk 
is Di'HC imp-irfectly p'rfnrmed. The obj-^ct in 
this county is lo m^ke a furrow from 4 to 8 
incbe* dc-p, acconlint; lo the miture of the soil, 
fo onlcr to lay that furrow nvriily up. shouldar- 
in;( to thn neKl, ii ii n'-ceiuutry that the Sike or 
fnrrow be nl lua«l ont! tliiril wider than its 
depth. If it were only as bro*.! u <l«p. it 
WMliI l>o eikClly a S|Hipb : and iho tnrrow, 
tamed "vvr. would just Gil up the pl.ice left by 
ttHprivcling flake. 



iban any other ocenpition : and y 'I, withuat 
fixed principles or rules of aov kind, the most 

Snoruit pjrwioi are Iruileil with a plnUjfb ; 
tboogh the dilfereooeuf one mui's plouj ing 
nod another's shall m\ks the wlds uf 2 or 3 
quarters pmluce p<rr acre, on the SMiic land: Var 
it is obvious, thai land unequally anil irregularly 
ploughed, with &M, iliallow, bruail flakes, laid 
over on their hacks, never o»n prmlu - " — " 
as when the furrows are taken ' 
and shouldered up again 



ns, there are more n 



^h otti 



.„»J 



bleaching rains and scorching heats, and enalded 
sooner to fulfil the purposea of veietati'iii. 

We are, bowerer. eilremely inattentive to 
clean Ibe landi from roDt.waeils. iMuch-graai, 
or quiokuns ; and to destroy the multitaJe ^ 
annnals which continually spring in so wet a 
•oil Neither do we sulSijr-ntly pulreriM tbo 
land by harrows, brakes, and rollers ; without 
which, the tendiT gennt and seeils can (ind no 
prop tr nirim to cill forth their vi^ iiatioK 
powers— By atfindinf to thasi pirticulars. and 
clearing the field at all snpirSii.iiis inoia:nrf, by 
tbejudicious form ition of water furrows to Vik» 
oS' the rains and spring t ; a giod plough- 
man can easily jompuiisite for any aldiiioao) 
wages his mut>rc>n liastow up-nt him : Ins^ 
much, that it wou'd be better for a farm~r to 
slve a skilful Berwick or Eui-Lubiu or 
Clack man nonshira ploughman double w tg^ 
rather than allow the kn I to bd ploughed 
gratis in the old Ayr ih ire foni. 

The more urilin-kry farm -rs still uontinne tb* 
old .Scotch ploug'i. whioli, for bmking up 
coarse land, an<1 wor'ting strong slony aoils, 
is probably the beit ..t .11 ; but it is -itfemetj 
heavy, and rsqaires four hors-s. Id lighter 
and watt cuUiv.it«<I soils, a smaller plough U 
awd, and works eisily with two bora^ and 
without a driver. Tiiii raid;, it is presu-nsd, 
will vtry B-i.in becime g'mRral in the oonnl/. 
The Ayrshire ploq^n, however, appw all too 
namiw in the hmj^, by wbie'i il is m-w^ 
difficult to k'wp a stMij^liL direction, and to 
sbonlder up the ridite, tnan with a plooitli 
browler at botto'n, and bluTat the mouldli <ani, 
thereby rendi^re-l st *ly in 

■ - rsl... ,._ 
drills 



nl*. 



green crops, but tbi whiel ploiig is dit n»t pra- 

vail in any part uf Ayrshire. .Several aliempU 

have bean niMie to introduce ca«l metal pluagMj 

but they app mr miiob hrmvLer, and in no 

reopoct superiur l/> thos^ of wood w«ll sbal 

with iron in ihr urtlioary mods. 

(Not*. — .\ two borso pVm^'i, of Mr Stidl'o 

conslroction, with an iron h-ad. eaeis two 

guineas; with a wooddo bead, 3)i ; cut metal 

pong lis, 40s.] 



There is another p>int ofeqnil .; 
I this county to wbicli as yvt no ail''qDat« 



from wainuss. The eiteiit nl llie evil 
ha* hitherui almost entirely prd:U.in>l tbo 
application of a remnly. Covered stuna Jraiao 
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•re 90 expensive, am) in ffeneral so inefTectnal, 
iKat they have jn^tly fallen into disrepute. 
To drain an sere of ground wi^h stones and 
covered drains will cost from £3 to £5 per acre; 
au4l after all, tho sUg'itest accident or iinpedi- 
m ^nt in any of the drains will render them 
entirely us les^. 

Draion filled with hmsh-wood are extremely 
tligihle fur soft b y^^y Un'U, where thero is a 
Sttincient decUviiv com'ntmicating with a main 
driin to ctrry off the various streamlets from 
the druus. Thty do not cost more than 40s or 
00s per acre, in the neighbourhood of brushwood; 
but they sjldom 1 ist beyond 14 or 15 years. 
And if the mouths of the drains are ever 
tnfTored to choi';, they ceaso to be of service. 

There is another kind of covered draintf, loss 
exp-'n«vu, and in c«irtain soils more efficacious 
than the form-T. First, a thick sod is cut and 
laid asid*, then a tr;incU is made gently shelv- 
ing, and deep enong'i to be beyon«l the reach of 
any p'ough. A n irrower sp ule is then used to 
cast a smiller trench at bottom, leaving a 
tboold 'r or ep-iulement of several inches on 
cac'i side. The earth is then carefully removed, 
and the top sod is turned with the sward 
d<»wn wards, pressing on the epiulement, and 
leaving thj narrow spice Ixdow it empty for 
the wit*%r. Thj earth ncjopul fr^iin the l>ottom 
is then thrown up^n the inverte<l sod, and the 
whole ii levell mI with the surfac3. Nt^t as 
this moile may be for dressing p^eisure groumlt 
ABil parks, it is found inadequate to the gi^eat 

Erposes of draining on an extensive scile. 
a county such as Ayrshire, this cui only be 
cffe>?t rd by pt-op^rly ridging and furrowing tUe 
lao I : op'ininj; with a spriile or plough a pnmar 
water furrow, wherever it ii necessary : and in 
wet or spMity soils using op*n cuts or kettle- 
hittnnfi drjiin^, al>out 5 feet wide at top, gently 
■helving, «o as to leave the sidfs green, and no 
cleepsr than is re^iu'site to make the water fl >w. 
These kottle-lK>t torn drains maybe ma«le from 
4d to 6 I p *r fail of six yards, and ought to be 
cleaned once or twice a year. They have been 
aac:'44fu*ly practisod by '.r Blair of Blair in 
very wet parts of his est-ite. 

DITCH R9 AND FKNCB^ 

Tlie only kin 1 of drain ih it hitherto hat been 

Sti Tally est ibli<i:ieil, arises udlater-illy from 
e lir;{e d.*ep ditches and fences which over- 
nmAyishin*. Wncn the system of enclueing 
Wai intri4tJHl, e"ery ou's c mceived that the 
deeper and wider he made his ditch, and the 
bigfier he consrructel his mound, the more 
•eoure and ttfi^iunt was his fence. In thit 
course of reasouiug, it was forgotten that the 



monnd acted as a > arrier against the water on 
one side, and the ditch as a canal or dam upon 
the other, whenever there was not a proper 
level or outlet for the water. The width ie 
usuiUy 5 or 6 feet, and the depth three feet. 
The thorns are planted on a level with the 8nr> 
face, and usually with a scarcement or projeo 
tion of 6 or 6 inches ; on this the thorns rest^ 
and it serves as an under stratum to them wlten 
cleaned, or when earth is thrown np to oovef 
them. A fence, of this sort, costs at the rate of 
Ifkl or Is per fall ur perch of 6 yards in length. 
On the top of it, is placed a p\llisvloe of brush* 
wo'mI, costing according to situation, from 2d 
to 4d per fall. 

In Summer, this dit<:h or csnal is dry, and so 
wide that the cattle can descend into the hot* 
torn, and d'-*stroy the thorns growing above the 
projecting earth or scarcement. In Winter, the 
quicks are usually drowne<l with the stagnated 
water in the ditch, and although the Aymhire 
soil is generally favourable to these plants, so 
little attention is paid to them, that one may 
ride for many miles without seeing a hedge and 
ditch either properly cjn»tructe<l at bottom, 
cleaned above, cickvd and p:illi:iad(>c<l at top, 
or twitched up like a psnthouw, which is the 
only mode of preserving the fence, thick and 
vig »rous from top to bottom. 

Quicks are riised from hip9 and haws ; and 
after standing in the 8ecd-l>ed, they are trans- 
plan te< I ; and at three years old, are usuxlly 
sold by the nurserym n at 10s p'jr ihousaad. 

[NoTR. — M quicks are sufficient to plant a fall 
of 6 yanls. ] 

C mnidoring the enorm'>ns sums expanded on 
enclosures in Ayrshire, during thelaxt 40yHani, 
it is wonderful how few are eitlwr pn»perl^ 
constructed, or afterwanis pres ^rveil in coodi* 
tion, to pjrform the three effects required of 
them :— Tlie draining of the g^uml ; the con* 
fining and separating of the st4>ck ; and »flronl« 
ing warmth and shelter to the count ry. Thif 
last object is so material, that an author of 
great eminence, on political economy, expressly 
states the signal benefits derived in Italy, from 
the warmth and shelter of planting and 
enclosures. If this remark applies with justice 
to the mill! latitudes of L«>mliardy and Naples ; 
how muc'i more forcibly must it attach to the 
bleak regions of the north ? 

[NuTB. ~Fl*angieri. — ScienxadellaLegiflaxione.] 
. The best mode of attaining these objects is, 
to construct a mound or embankment, abont 3 
or 4 feet wide at bottom, and from 2 or 3 feet 
bight fftoed up with end, in oider that it mav be 
preeerved in constant verdure ; with a quickaet 
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hedge and row of trees npoo the tup, defend'' d 
by piiling or brush wood while the fence is 
joung, and having a small shelving drain on 
aach side of the embuikinent. The earth being 
all taken from the surface, and well pulverize<l, 
ipves much mure luxuriant vegelatian to the 
quicks and trees, tlian Cin be expecte<l when 
they aie plunged into the siite uf a cold h%rd 
mound, uflon urenche<l with water, and placed 
In an unnatural horizontal .>osture. It is, how- 
ever, t-o be observed, that thesu fences are by 
no means propar in v^ry saady ground, where 
the dnmght would kill the plants. 
(NoTK. — In that case, furze, planted on a high 

mound or turf dyke, will be found an eligible 

•ub.ttiiuie.] 

A mound and fence of this description, 
including thorns at 10s per th<iU8aiid, and a 
tuffiaieni quantity of oak, ash, elm, lieaoh, And 
larch, at the rate of one tree p^r fall, and one 
Huntington willow per fall, — may be uiail'^ for 
little more than an ordinary enclosure. It is 
partic ilarly l>eautiful and c mvenient on the 
tides of the high roads, affording a perfect fence 
and some shelter ; preserving them dry without 
recurring to the pernicious custimi of de.'p 
ditches fronting the road, which end inger the 
neck of the traveller throughout every part of 
Ayrshire. 
(liiiTK. — The l)eech is above all r commended, 

and it agrees so well with the thorn, that it 

may be mingled with it in the hedge.] 

ROAl>». 

With respect to roads, few counties, on the 
whole, are so well acconimodateil. In all 
directions, where land or water gravel can be 
procureil, the roads are formed of these mat- 
erials The turnpike roads are made and 
repaii-ed by the pioduce of the toll*, and cross 
roads by the statute labour of the different 
pvishes. The usual breadth is conformably to 
statutory regulations ; being never less than 24 
laet wide for by-roads, and 31 feet wide for 
tompikc roads. The materials are usually a 
foot deep at the si<les, and 15 inches in the 
centre. When the turnpike roads first b >gan in 
this county, the rate of making them, by jul>- 
work, rope from 10s to 14s per fall Now, they 
are contracte<l for at 5s to 60 per fall, unless 
where the materials are at a great distance. 

In places where gravel cannot be procured, 
the niail is funned with pounded stones ; but at 
they are seldom properly covered with earth, 
oothing can be more uneasy than the travelling 
on these sharp and nigged communications ; 
etpecially in this county, wheie there are 
netther broad wbaela nor heavy waggons to 



reduce the^ refraciory materials. The ingeni- 
ous Mr Bakttwell thinks tiiat ro'uls, instead of 
nsinff in the cntre, and shelving ontwards, 
should be made like the streets of Nafdcs, high 
at the sides, and tending to a kennel or gutter 
in the middle. 

After all, there is little doubt but the b^tt 
system of road -making is that pr^cti»e<l by the 
Komans in the Appian and Flaminian wnys, 
and afterwords much improved, and rei.dered 
general in Franc-3 und'ir Hiilly and Cob*rL 
The system established by these great minint^'rs 
consist fsd of a broad pavement in the niid«lle, 
on which cirts and carriag*^ can always draw a 
greater load than on the g ave!ly piths on each 
side, which served for travelleni in dry 
weather. 

AMOUNT OF WBiaHT DRAWS— TARTS AND 
OTHER CONVKYANCKS. 

The fact is, thst in the n ^ig ibonrhoo*! of 
Glasgow, where the roails are n 'ither «mi 1 ah 
nor 6 vt, but whera they are eilh-r p*v«m1, or 
composed of very hard materials, frrm 20 10 30 
cwt. is drawn upon a cart with on*^ horse ; 
whereas, on the flit gravel roails around Lon- 
don, the most powerful team 4 of four hnr«at 
hardly ever draw more than 40 cwt., equal to 
1000 wt. or half a ton a hors**. 

In Ayrshire the practice of wurking with 
wim^Kons, teams, or drtys, has n ver been 
established. Even the yoking of two horses in 
one cart is disapproved of ; on this prineiide, 
that a single hor«e in a cnrt avoids the s^rainf 
and jerks which so frequent distresn the willing 
ones, whi*e the others save themselves. Be- 
sides, the moile requires much less •»kiI1 .-•nd 
attention in the driver, who cm easily take 
charge of two burses, and two ctirts. 

The wheels of these carts sre usually from 48 
to 54 inches in diameter. The axles are made 
of iron, although many carters now pr fer 
wooden axles, as being lighter, and shaking the 
horses lens. On the same whe'*ls, (tcc^siouaUj 
can be placed bodies of long carts for the con- 
veyance of hay end straw. The weights drawn 
in this county are usually no more than frt>m 10 
to 1 2 cwt . Al though the carriers who trav 1 from 
Ayr to Fxlinbnrgh seldom take less tlian a too 
on every single horse cart : and the very 
superior practice, in the neichbonrhond of <«las- 
gow, already mentioned, sufficiently provra what 
may be effected. Great, howevc r, i^ Xhf amend- 
ment of the county in this respecL — Aboal 40 
years ago, the late Lord Cathcart being ex- 
tremely desirous of improving bit estates, 
ordered a number of carts to be made, and g^rt a 
gratia to hit tenanta. But they were ai thai 
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llflM WO UlUe aooatUraied to th«te 

mm! Ui« ro«dt were wo bad, that rery few 

•ooepud of his Lord«hip't preeent. 

pioTC-^A pair of tuch wheels, made of well 
Muooed ash, will cost for wood 24s, 12 stone 
of iron 50s, the body L. 1. Or for a complete 
■MMmted single horse cart, L. 5. The wneels 
of carts, round Loodan and in many lerel 
parts of France, are seldom less than six feet 
m diameter. By these m^ans, the centre of 
the axle is three feet from the ground, and 
the cart placed on that axle is necessarily 
raisbd nearly a foot higher. The objections 
to these very high wheels are, their weight 
and sererity of preesare going down hilL] 

WSIOaiNO MAOOIIflS. 

In order to euforue the most useful improTC- 
Menis in the article of conveyance, and to speci- 
fy the weiffhts that horses draw, every fanner 
ought to have a machine capable of weighing 
two tons, with a platform on which the cart 
runs ; and is weigned in the most expeditious 
manner. — These machines are made by Mr 
Hutchison at Dalkeith, on an im^ous con- 
8truction« They are so poised, by counter- 
acting levers under the platform, as to weigh 
hones, cattle, sheep, Ac. with great precision, 
and without being injured by the movement of 
theanimaL Few inventions are so useful to 
thoee who buy and sell live stock ; as it enables 
them to avoid all impositions and altercations 
with graders or other dealers, and to know. 
With very great precision, the value uod real 
ecmdition m the animals they imrchase. 

(Kon. — A complete machine of this sort, 
capable of weighing two tons, costs about 
JL20.1 

PLAHTINO. 

In addition to the circumstances above speci- 
fied, there is no operation which tends more to 
the beauty, comfort, and improvement of the 
oountry than plantinf^. In this particular the 
UodhMders of Ayrshire have not been inatten- 
tive. Two centuries ago there were verr oon- 
dderable foreals in this county. At the tune of 
the Raformalion, a foreet extended from the 
vicinity of Ay? to Barnwell, or the Kirk of the 
Foreet* as it was oaUed, ten mike eastward. 
This, and every other of any extent inlthe 
county, excepting Dalrymple wood on the river 
Boon, belonging to the Karl of C^ iM ilji , has 
bem long sinoe aestroyed. Insomuch thsA, fiO 
ytani ago. there hardly remained any timftMr or 
nlantatton in tho county* exoepiiag the natural 
wood* of oak and birch on the banki of the 
rivoro StiMhar, Qinran, Dooo» and Ayr» and 



clumpe of ash and sycamore surrounding almoat 
every farmhouse in the northern division called 
Cunningham, and m ny of thoee in the central 
and southern districts. Coil and Car rick. 

It is to be hoped that a similar misfortune tO 
the country will not again occui, as Mr For- 
syth's discovery and application of a plaister for 
preserving and restoring trees enaoles every 
one to obtain new steins and a most vigorons 
vegetation from any root that is not 
totally decayed. At present the seat of every 
gentleman in the county is surrounded with a 
greater or smaller quantity of planting, proper* 
tioned to hu inclinations, taste, and means. 

[NoTB.— See Mr Forsyth's pamphlet on this 

subject.] 

Thoee who wish to beautify or shelter a 
country rendered so bleak by the misconduct of 
their progenitors found it requisite to plant 
clumps of one or more Acres, and belts of 
diiferent dimensions from 20 to 300 feet. 

In manv places hedge-rows have been intro- 
duced, and succeed extremely well. But, in a 
bleak and hyberborean climate, they must be 
very frequent, and under the cover of well 
advanced plantations, before they can yield any 
solid benent to the country. Whenever they 
shall become an established part of the genfsral 
svstem, besides affording shelur to the fields, 
they will in 40 years render an estate worth 
double the value of the soil, by the timUr 
growing on it, without including the great con- 
veuience and absolute necessity of stakes, pall- 
ing, and brushwood, afforded from the coppices 
and younger growth of the pUntatious. 

In order to effect so desirable a purpcee, the 
best mode practised in this county is to sow, 
on a well-prepared piece of garden ground, tho 
seed of ash, elm, and sycamore, beech meat, 
acorns, and cones of larches, pines and fir, ao- 
oording to the quantity of ground intended to 
be planted. The ordinary proportions requisito 
to plattt an acre are about 2000 deciduous treeo. 
1 ,000 Urehee, and 1 ,500 Scotch firs. Round tho 
boundary should be planted cuttings of Hunt- 
ington willow, which in four rears gives tho 
shelter and appearanoe of an advanced jpAanl»- 
tion ; and, in the end, yields a wood of grsnt 
siae, extremely light and tough, and almost an 
naeful foroountry pnrpooes as the aah. If tho 
ground be hard and moist. It is best to torn it 
prevtonsly with the plough, and then to plaat 
the trees at S or 4 vaars old in the mantM of 
February and Marw. Boi on drr sandy eoili^ 
the Scotek fira and larehee shonld bo p*antod fai 
November or Deoomber from Uie aeod-bed at % 



years old. 



■ownordibbM, thrivow 
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IniDeIr wall, diiImi when nbbiu, nice, or 
hkrvs da«triiy them. 

Ooatrutura id tbia coanty will eopge to 
pUnt 5000 tree* per kcre U ipeuifieil ■<[». uid 
tomipply kII deSuieDciei (nr 7 yen™ «. L. 3 or 
L. 4, aoooTiling to the loil mrt lilQ&Iion; the 
proprietor eocloeinK tbe gronad, uiil kffonliiig 
•oaie lanrl fur aartery. But ■> miiet proprie. 

tore AD do tbe inme mach chnper liy tlieir own 
people, tben etM few cxemptoa of luch oon- 
ruta bkTing been nude, to uiy exleat, io the 
•aonty. 

It U anfortniwU, thkt, in the SM-ly tendency 
to pUatJDg, the Undholder ehOQld have ipTeu 
M deoiileda prafenioia lo the bleak and diamtl 
Sootcbfir. At it* ]Himeit oeirer can be aaad 
with aafety for niftere. bauia. j.iiata, or other 
darable Dperatiniia in boiMinB i imamnch, that 
tb« pw^e of thia oiaoty ndter cbnoee to piy 
lad to lita per a4iiare ('xit for Norway timber, 
thalt Dae the Gr frown in SaatUiHl ut equal alM 
M la per toot. 

l^tga oak, uh, and elm aell fur It 6d per 
•qa<tre fool, beech and lyouiiore at la. Oik 
Wk from L. 6 to L. 10 per too. 

With raapcct to larch, tbpr« ia not yet a infB- 
deocy of it in the market to aacertJUn ita price, 
bat it t* admitted to be worth 31 or 4-1 per foot 
more than .Smtch Sr, growa fatter, and u far 
man beaatifoL 

Tlw grey willow, althoaab it baa tlie adnu- 
tage of KTOWioK faat and affunlingelu- y ahelter, 
U ao inleriur to the Huntingtoa aa to rvoder the 
Ultw Tary generally prelemd. SeTeral 
impro*era in thia county ba»» found great 
tiiiiilll from plaotationa of hoop and bwket 
wlUawa. The cutlinK* are planted in the 
Mootb ol Haroh, in row* ^ feet naouder, mkI 
the plant* 18 juehea d iatMil in the ruwt, on rich 
awntiTT land, prerioualy treachei). and ridged 
Vp with drain* to carry off anpirflacina water. 
Ib lh«i yea»» the ahoou are ready for the i 



ry, or for whieb otbw 



^_.Uofihia 

U fa to be i iw r ettad that the onUiKatioo of thia 
1 plant baa no* been more •Donurand. It 
la the baM of all tbatoh, oapihle ol Uultng 



I repair for tw*aty or thirty y<»r», 

MtlDg the oo MWm p t l on of straw, 

le to fa* almoat anaaally rrplaoed ; 
jI ■■gfwtlnt fodder for the itmw 
|m4, )alkHWMie4iMthM«UB(mttaC^aDd 



ip-irtauf point 
waoectad with the mutaoement of land, tbe 
"—— ■''-laticm of thoee qnalitiea which ocoMion 
v^etation. and tbe applying of 



inch nuDi 

promote tbe other. Without entering into a 
__..,._:_. ___.._^_ _. .1 . Tanj. 



iaag technical analyii* ot the cotnponent parti- 

_ . orth tbe 

regftatioa, by the mingling and 



clea which conititai 

oeaaee tbraagb which natnra oall* 

pdnciplea of regrtatioa, by the mil.,.. .„ 

lennFnting of rariona aalta, acida. alkaliea, and 
othvr inbatanOM ; we tmiy, in general, atate Iba 
baaii uf wurkable aoila to conaiat either of 
argillaceoD* matter, or olay properly eo otllad j 
orel*« of Binty oartha, qawta, uid ailieioaa 
pinii.'le* which form the oompooent part* of 
gravel and Band. 

[NvH.— Dr Black rangea earthy ■nfaotaacea on- 
der 5 elaaaea— lit, abv>rbent, oralktline 
earth* ; 2>1, olayt : 31. flimy *nhataaoM : 4tb, 
fnaible eartha : 6tli, taUe or flaxiUe earth.] 
The nrioiu kin-la oF louBi, raxilda, mnaaaa, 
and virgin eartha, are formed by Uie addition of 
animtl or vegetable bndiea, anch aa dnng, oar- 
rioo, dectyed woo.l, l«**ea, jlaata. piftt, filed 
aae) 03IU n-io air, aeilim nt of water, and other 
Hbataacja coodauive to the pnrpiaei of vm*ta 
Uon. Alkalin* rartha, or oaloareoaa matter, 
•eting on the mintr^l or vMntkUa acida, pro- 
dous a gnm.t increaea of fertiUly. On the other 
lutnil, the intermixture ot area, oohrea, oopper, 
iron, anil other miballic pirtiulea, or Uia water* 
impregnated wilb them, tand extremily to dl- 
miniali the fertility uf any auil, and in mtn* 
inuaiicea pr >ve C'lmpletcly falkl to the grawui 
of planta. The famona ortppnr miaa of Angelaaa, 
Ibe water* of wbiob daatroy all TefaUtlo^ May 
be cited a* an elmraple. 

[NoTii.--Tha ancient wrilet* on hMbaadrj 
msntiim many noatnima fur detarmieiag the 
quality uf aoiU A tat Uihik aMth ia reoo«- 
mi>d^ by Virgil aa the beat for oora : — 

Vin. Oaa. IL ' 
In another plaoe tbe *ame anlbor reooinm»«Ji 
aglntinin* •oil A *«ll or Utter taata waa 
Minitted aa a taatim my of barreoBaaa : — 
" Halla uum tallas at qea p«Utalar aiMra, 
" FraglWi laMIX.- ViK. Oae. IL 

ColnmilU (ayt : " Pinn* fit ; per M UtmMm 
Id parnm eat, ai dnloedlno oarM.*' OoL Ub. 
II, M^U. Pliny atMaathMtkabaM Mil !■ 
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know A liy its tmell : — '* III* erit optima qaa 

ttngnenUsaiiUt." Pun. Nat. Hist. lib. 17 

eajK S. Atthoagh the aoeienta were ignorant 

of ebemical anMytti, yet their opioioDt on 

ibeee point* deeerve the attention of every 

liiinier, and are accurately discnased hly 

the Rev. Mr Dickson in his work on the 

Husbandry of the Ancients."] 

It is well known to chemical observers that 

BOt only the muriatic, nitrous, and vitriolic 

acids are contained in many soils and strata, 

but likewise the sorelline and otiier vegetable 

acids. 

[Note. — Clay and vitriolic acids form alum. 
Calcareous earth and vitriolic aci<l form 
selenite. The purest clay or argillaceous 
earth is obtained by adding to a solution of 
alum, a proportion of magnesia. This de- 
composes thu earth of alum, which is precipi- 
tated in the purest form.] 
These acids, and many other salts, remain 
either nentralised or combined in such forms as 
are ready to lie called forth by the application 
of heat and mixture producing comliiniUions 
which refer to, and are explained by, the table 
of elective attractions. Not only the single, but 
also the double elective attractions operate with 
great force in the processes of nature in regard 
to soil, manures, and vegetation. 

[NoTB. — Single elective attraction means, the 
disuniting of one body from another by the 
adjunction of a third. IX>uble el«K.*tive at- 
traction implies that whr^n two substances, 
which have an affinity together, are mixed 
with two others, thene two shall be decom- 
posed, and each shall form a combination 
with one of the two substances added.] 
In m %ny p uos of America, when the soil is 
eompooed not of sand simply, nor argilla simply, 
but of these mingled with rich animal and 
vegetable substances, full of animal salts and 
vegetable acids, forming deep moulds and 
Inams, the application m gypsum, or Paris 
plaister, in the small proportion of a few bushels 
lo an acre, seldom fails to c Ul forth the pro- 
daetive powers of the land, and to ensure abnn- 
daot crops. But if the tame quantity of syp- 
■am be spread on mere sand, quarts, iiUTor 
clay, unmingled with any aninial or vegetable 
•nlistaace, its operation will be of no avaiL 
[NoTB. —The basis of gypsum iscalcareons earth. 
It is a stoney concretion extremely soft. Mid 
d<iee not eflfervesoe with acids. But when re- 
dnoed into powder, and boiled for some time In 
a solntlon of common fixed alkali, it changes 
into a vitriolated tartar.] 
la like manner, wkca saf-glanber, which is a 



neutral salt, produced by the mixture of tba 
vitriolic acid with the fossil alkali, is spread o« 
soil, whose component parts contain particles, 
brought into action witn that preparation, oa 
ih** principle of chvmical attraction, grea^ 
feKihty is the never /ailing consequence. 

Unfortunately, thi^ analysing mo<]e of opera> 
tion is repugnant to the habits of practical far* 
mers, and it is only by the application of 
scientific men, and the attention of such a board 
as that which I have the honour of addressing, 
that the necessary investigations can be specified 
or promulgated. In default of such assistsncOt 
under the apprehension, too, of beintf charged 
with theoretical deviations from coe plain 
matter in discussion, and in expectation that 
ere long, by the exertions of so respectable ao 
institution, the public mind will be more fully 
matured for the reception of chymical deduc- 
tions applied to sgricultural purposes, I shall, 
in the meanwhile, confine myKelf to those 
ordinary modes of fertilising admitted into com- 
mon practice. The spreading of sand on clay, 
clay on sand, earth on peat, or peat on earth, 
every farmer understands to be an improvement 
of the soil But. in this county, with every 
variety of soil and opportunity for these pro- 
cesses, there are few instances of such ameliora> 
tions to any extent. 

rxniSQ AND BURNING. 

The paring and burning of moors and mo sset 
formerly took place to a considerable degrea. 
It tended to produce two g lod crops, or three ; 
but was extremely pernicious, unless where tha 
soil was very deep, or where the object was to 
cimsume the soil, until yon reached a better 
under stratum. 

PLOODINO AND WATBEINQ OP OBOUKD. 

Another custom, very |>revalent in this county, 
was, by means of sluices, dams, or other ooa* 
trivsnces, to throw bogs and lower grounds 
under water durins the winter roontna By 
these meana, the umd was greatly enriched 
with the productive vegetable earth from tba 
surface of the higher parte. The waters wera 
let off in spring, and the ffronnd was then 
ploughed and sown. But m consequence of 
tne great humidity and usual deepoesa of Um 
soil, the crops were very late, the prodnoe was 
precarious, depending on the drjrness of tha 
season, as a wet sunnier oommoiily lodged and 
spoiled the corn on such lands. Whenevar 
these grounds have been perfectly freed from 
wetness, sprinn and surfsce water, they luiv* 
proved themstiTves the best of sll soils. B«i 
the least inattantioa to thsss partieulara, to thm 
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proper ridging of the laod, opening of drains, 
»nd water furrows, exposed them to nameroas 
disadrantagfs. 

The plan of watering fields by little drains, 
and dams of a few inches wide, in this mode 
using stagnant water as a manure, so suouess- 
f ullv practised in other countries, and in Eng- 
land by Mr Bdkkewell at Dishloy, ftc, has never 
as far as I know of been attempted in Ayrshire. 
Indeed, at first, some portion of the ludicroos 
wottM probably attach to an improver who, in 
a county such as oars, should in this manner 
attempt to v atar fiehls, before he had thought 
of draininff them. Far be it from me, however, 
t6 doubt, out this is one of the most efficacious 
manures, which, under proper modes and cir- 
eumstances, oan possibW be applied to land. In 
order to give it full effect, nothing more is re- 
quisiie than to secure a small streamlet, and to 
oonduct it along the highest part of a field, from 
that feeder forming furrows with the plough, at 
■ s i i g atc distances, then throwing in small 
dams of turf at proper intervals, so as to floo«l 
orery part of tho fluid for the period necemary 
t#sorioh it. 

X«foTC — In lodio ond other tropical climates, 
ttaohinea are iionstmcted for conveying waWr 
lo ovary well cultinUod field.] 



In Carrick or the sontbera district of the 
oounty, shell, cUy, and stone marie are found 
in ouuiy plaoes, and applied with advanta^ 
Ona estate in Carrick of 900 or 1000 acres, which 
about 40 years ago was sold for littls more than 
L. 9000, and let for about L. 100 a year, has 
been so much improved by marie, as now to let 
for L. 600 or L. 4 00 a year. 

Shell marie, containing a larger proportion 
of calcareous earth, is the strongest and most 
■peedy in its operation. About 100 cart loads 
of it, on an acre of earthy or clay land, yields 
large crops, and oontinues its operation on the 
•ail for many years. The clay marie containiac 
a smaller quantity of caloareoua matter, mixed 
with a larger portion of argillaoaoas substance. 
Is mors applicable to light soils, and requires to 
be s p raa d , to tho amount of 200 or SOO cart loads 
•er aers. The sara> observations nearly apply 
to stooo marie. The expense in common cases 
■my amooot to L. 8 or L. 3 psr acre t Mid tbo 
Mai mode is to sprsad tbo marls oo the sward* 
oad pioogh it in with Uie lay crop. 

Marie and lime are nnderstood to operate •■ 
■aaarss exactly in proportion to the ealcareoos 
■mttsr they resprctivsly oonutn. Many kinds 
of nmrls do not ccotaia mors than ooctwaBtisih 



or even ono-thirtieth part of their weisht of 
ealcareoos earth. Half the quantity of Un^ 
would be infinitely preferable to such marlea. 

[NoTS. — In order to ascertain the quantity of 
calcareoiu matter in marie, Dr Black recom- 
mends to dissolve it in acid, and then precipi- 
tate by an alkali. Or as a more simple pro- 
cess, to put 300 fra*ns of the marie ma 
florence flsa^ adding % little water, and after 
saturatii^^i'Hh 09 acid, observinff the lost of 
weight. If H lose 40 grains, there are one 
hundrsdjmins of calcareous matter in tho 
marie. Tne loss of weight which it suffers 
being always about 40 per cent, of the whole, 
and whatever be the loss of weight, we can 
by thb mode judge of the quantity of sal- 
carsons matter contained.] 

LIMS. 

Lime, howerer, is tho staple manure of this 
county. It has been already stated that 100 
bolls, or 400 Winchester bushels of slacked limo 
are commonly spread upon the sod. And if the 

Cund remains for ssveral years in grsss, oo 
d of a ffood struoff staple, whether loam or 
clay, it willmake the difference of 4s or 5s psr 
acre on the pastors; raiw an abondanoo of 
white clover even in the wildest moor whers no 
snch plant had been seen before. 

If the ground is ploughed for 3 years, it wiB 
yield several quarters of grain per acre more 
than would have been produoeil without tho 
lime. On sandy gmund it is not the praotioo 
to use lime, although it evidently imbrovea tho 
pasture even of that soil, and oo snch parts of 
the moors as ars previously drained it prodacss 
the very beet effec s. But when thrown opoo 
land in a deluged condition, little beaofit oaa be 
derived from tne application. 

On tho coast, the li m es t ono is brought as 
ballast from Lome, and other plants In Irelaad- 
It costs 3s fid per ton of stooss delivered at iba 
harbour. It is sold from the draw-kilas al fid 
per boU of slacked lime, equal to half a boll of 
shells. A too of limss ton e will produce 8 or S 
bolU of slacked lime ; and, in additaoa to tha 
price of fid per boll, it frequontly costs as Baab 
to lead it, and lav it cm tho ground : to thai 
farmers expend £5 per buadiod boUa of UoMb 
which is the asoal quantity spread opoo aa anoi 

[Nan.— la some porta of Irslaad tbsrs ia aa 
ingeaioos oontrivaaeo for orsctiag sail 
over a draw-kiln, so aa to p e ifoim tbo 
tioos of sash, with tbo aaam firs.) 

Many farmers maintain, that iastsad af ad* 
boring to this expensivo praetice, of sprasdiM 

so large a quantity of liaM psr a«rs c« Uisavarat 
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it U better to spread the half upon a fallow. 
This b daily coming into use, when land is pre- 
paring for wheat or barley, to which 40 or 50 
cart-leads of dunff per acre are added when they 
can be spared. railing dung, a compost made 
€f lime and sweepings ox drains and ditches is 
fotind to produce Uie most luxuriant crop of 
grain, and acts as an admirable top-dressing for 
nay and pasture lands. 

It is asserted by some improvers that the 
baming of the lime, and the caustic quality it 
thereby acquires, are not requisite to call forth 
its ameliorating powers, being, as they sav, 
eqoally efficient when merely pulverized, with- 
out burning and spread in powder. Dr Black, 
indeed, positively maintains that lime is equally 
amicable in its mild as in its caustic state ; 
that it should remain 12 months on the sward 
before the ffround be ploughed, by which it 
sinks into the earth, is incorporated with the 
•oil, and corrupts the vegetable matter, so form- 
ing a manure. 

[Note. — See Dr BUck's Lectures.] 

It is an opinion very prevalent in Ayrshire, 
that although lime improves the land, and 
enables it to produce superior crops of grass 
and com, yet that, if repeated, it exhausts the 
soil, and would at last reduce it to a caput 
mortuum. It is obvious, that if a farmer, 
whether by lime or auy other means, can bring 
his fields into high condition, either ho or his 
landlord must be culpable indeed, if they be 
afterwards reduced to barrenuess. Hut, per- 
haps, the operation of lime being to attract and 
brmg into action the different acids coutained 
in the ground, may leave the soil diminished in 
its means of reproducing these ingredients ; 
without which, when the operation of liming is 
repeated, the calcareous matter may remain 
inactive an<l without efTect. 

PEAT OR M0S8. 

It is to be regretted that so few endeavours 
have been made in this county, to render peat 
or moss productive as a manure. Every 
ehemical person knows that peat or moss con- 
tains a prooortion of veffctal le matter ; that 
the vegetable alkaline salts are obtained from 
it by burning ; and that the application of 
alkaline matter may be used to call forth the 
sorelline and other acids which abound in it. 
The few attempts which have been made in 
this respect encourage us to persist in more 
▼igoroos endeavours, and the extreme plenty 
and cheapness of the material, render the 
application of it as a manure one of the greatest 
oeiiderata in Scottish husbandry. 



COMMON SALT. 

The learned and ingenious Bishop of ^LandaflT 
states that common sea salt, as a manure, in 
small quantities, tends to fertilize, whereas, in 
large proportions, it effectually destroys vegeta- 
tion. Perhaps in this latter mode of applica- 
tion it might be useful to destroy the roots of 
quickens, rushes, and other pernicious weeds 
which infect this county. 

SOAPKRS WASTE. 

Soapers waste, which is the earthy part of kelp 
and barilla, mixed with the lime which manu- 
facturers use to bring it to the caustic state, 
and from which the alkaline and other salts 
have been separated by solution, proves a valu- 
able manure, and is in great request among 
many Ayrshire farmers, as well as horn shav- 
ings, for the purpose of spreading upon grass. 

SEA-WERD. 

Sea-weed is much used upon the coast. It is 
sometimes carried immediately from the water 
and ploughed iu for barley or other crops, but 
is more frequently allowed to rot, and m that 
state is spread at the rate of 70 or 80 single 
horse carts per acre. It does not, however, 
seem to continue its effects above two succeed- 
ing crops, especially in sandy soils, although in 
clay lands it is more durable. When used for 
turnip, it is apt to bum and destroy the seei), 
insomuch that, unless carefully managed, it will 
often occasion a failure of the crop, on the same 
field where the part manured with dung proves 
luxuriant. It is likewise observed to give an 
unpleasant taste to potatoes and some other 
vegetables. 

DUNC. 

With respect to dung, any observations on its 
value or mode of action would be superfluous. 
It only remains to express regret that so little 
pains are taken in this county to increase its 

Juantity, and preserve it in a proper state, 
nstead of forming layers of alternate mould and 
dung, and turning it at proper intervals, the 
lower and more ignorant class of farmers still 
continue the barbarous practice of throwing it 
out from the stable or cow-house on a decli\ity, 
where its juices are exhausted or run off with 
the rain which drenches it. The benefits arising 
from feeding all the live stock in stables, sheds, 
or straw-yards, as practised in the Netherlands, 
are, however, so well understood, at least in 
theory, throughout this oountv that they cannot 
fail ere long to be very generally established. 

The ploughing in of vetches, tares, lupines, 
or other pulse, when green, is also recommended 
as an excellent manure by the best rustio 




ACBICULTl.ltAL AYRSHIRK, 1791 



tocxinsiiler the kinds and pi-uperllit of thoso 
animnU which u« mainuiued on iu produc- 

The prejudicta loos eotertaiDed in thii coan- 
trj kgaioat the use of pork or bacon, prevented 
the iuhabitont* from p&ying due attention to 
th« breed of iwine. But the merila of thi* 
useful Miimal are now r«cogniaed, ftod lU fleih 
riiea in estimation among all clatae* of the 

Cple. AlLh'>agh maay farmen keep a few 
their own uie, yet they are Kidoro raiaed 
or fed in any conaiderable numbers, nuleea at 
nntlemen's haOHa (where the amall, ronnd. 
Mack, Chiaese kind, are genenll^ preferred), 
-ir at diitilleriee, where the supenor ~ — — ' 



weight of the large, uliiie, .Shropsliira lioga 
render them mure eliiiibln for the market. 
The aaa has al*o fallon nmler the diapleaanr* 



a number of excellent, welt-iiied mulei 
•eat of Auctiiocruivc. 

8ome of these were old in the connlr, bat 
t)Otwitbat*nding their durability and bardi- 
neas. there is scarcely one of them now. And 
the farmers all prefer botsea, which for dr&aghl 
and farming work, are, perhaps, superior in 
this county to any in the kingdom. 

The Avnhire horara are neither flat footed, 
gummy lcg;;c<l, clumay animala, like the un- 
wieldy breed which supplies the draya of 
LoodoD, Dor are they by any mean 4 »o alight 

d flimiy as the working stock of Yorkshire. 



Tery deep and powerful in the oounttr, straight 
in the back, square in the body, and broad 
•aroaa the filletj. Tlieir predominant defects 
mn, a shortncaa and coarseness of the forehand, 
and a deficiency of that elegance of form and 



..je black and grey colours us«I to pre%-ail ; but 
of late year* a deeiiled preference baa been 
SiTas to Ibe bays and browna, with black taila. 



l^s, and maiioB. These have been iniproved 
by aLrong chapman slalliaoa, covering from 
dlSereut parta of England. 
[Note. — Chapnan stallions an those which 
cover at the different faira and markets, for 
coach and aaddle atock, lieing neitbM 
thorough bred, like racers, nor ao coane as 
the dny sad waggon breed.] 
It la generally belieired that the Tsluable, 
hardy breed of atrone work horses, ao retnark- 
aUe in this, and the adjoining county of 
Lanark, had been chiefly owing to boom 
Flaodera or Holstein stalUoita, broDxht orer 
last century by one of the Dukes of Hamilloa. 
But it appears from the worka of FordoD. 
Pitscottio, j£neas Sylvius, Froissard, tlM 
Epistolie R^nm (Scotoruin, aud other coroposi- 
tiona on Scottish aSkira, that great pain* had 
been taken, at early perioda, under seTsisl of 
the Scottish Kings, particularly duridK th« 
reigns oF King Ukvid Bruce, and all tb« 
James's, to brins. not only active braeda tor 
the aaddle fiom Hungary, Spain, and Barbary, 
but alsj to import strone and uaeFol kinds from 
Flanders, Gernuuiy, antlDenmark. 

[NoTx.— Any onit desirous of knowing tlis stats 
oE stock and agriculture in ancient timns. 
may consult, the statute of Alexander IL 
anno i:!14, containing instructions renUtiag 
the stocking of farms and haabaiKbir- At 
that period, all the plonghing wm pMioimed 
by oxen.) 
[Xore.— This ma^ help to account for the Talus 
of the prevailing race in qnaation, m tits 
•trong black breed of Leicest* rehire ia uulsr- 
stood to ha\'e originated from an intivdnctioa 
of Flanders horses into that county by a 
Lord Hastings several centuries ago. Bvsry 
one acquainted with the biatory of animah. 
knows that in five generations any cross 
breed may be bronghl to the properties of 
the original dam or aire, in the aauw ntaniwr 
ai the de«cmdants of a mnlatto are brought 
to be jierfeclly white or completely black in 
the course of the same number of grsdalions. 
This fact explains the rapidity with wbidi 
any favourite breed of animals may ba intro- 
duced into a country.] 

Few stallions in Avrshire cover for more tkaa 
lOs or I.'h. but great attention is paid to non- 
ments, colour, strength, and form. Tbs graas 
la ao tnte in this county that many farmers do 
not wish their mam to foal tilt neM' tbs «ad of 
May, especially a* their producing sooanr Inter- 
feres with the barley seed time, sad prersnU 
their being used at that bnsy period. TIm Isnl 
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Is allowed to auck 5 or 6 months, daring which 
time the mare it only used at centle work. 
Suckers at weaning time sell from L. 7 to L. 12; 
jearlinss and two-year-olds from L. 12 to L. 20. 
And it IS by no means uncommon to pay L. 30 
and L. 40 for a work-horse o^ strong breeding 
mare. Ordinary farming work, however, is 
performed bv horses worth about £20, and 
mnltitudes of low priced, lisht carcassed horses - 
are annually bruught from Ireland to the fairs 
at Ayr, Irvme, and Kilmarnock. 

A few racing stallions of high pedigrees have 
covered in the county, and produced a breed ex* 
tremely different from the farming stock I have 
endeavoured to describe. 

[NoTB. — In order as much as possible to improve 
the breed of horses, already so excellent in the 
county, it has been my object to procure the 
strongest Flanders stallion, of a bay colour, 
and of that sott which bring their legs well 
under them, and are speedy in their move* 
ments. He weighs above 1200 weight, walks 
fast, and trots at the rate of 13 miles in the 
hour, being able to drsw 2 tons. A proper 
•election of the best breed of bay Flanders 
mares would be a valuable acquisition, but 
they are difficult to be procured. It has also 
appeared to me no less necessary to introduce 
the stronsest thorough bred stallion that can 
be found for the purpose of producing, with 
proper crosses, horses possessing vigour, 
power, and action, tit for cavalry, orcatriage, 
or for the field.] 

It is to be obwrved that all thorough bred 
horses arc derived from Barbs or Arabs, without 
any other mixture. These have been introduced 
and propagated with great expense and care 
since the days of Charles the II. And as most 
of the fine stallions in the kingdom are either 
entirely or in part of this Arab breed, it 
nnavoidably tends to diffuse throughout the 
general race of horses the properties and defects 
attached to this description oi animals. Now, 
although the Barbs and Arabs are superior to 
others for speed and endurance of exertion, yet 
they have many imperfections which, unless 
corrected by crossinff them with other breeds, 
render them inapplicable to various important 
porposes. 

[Note. — Even those who cover under the 
denomination of chapman stalli'^ns are com* 
monly half or three-quarters bred.] 

They are in general unfit for draught, owinff 
to the delicacy of their frame, and their physical 
deficiency of weight, few thorough brea horses 
weighing more than 800 lb. They are generally 



thin in the quarters, small in the limbs, tender 
in the hoofs, and are apt to go near the ground, 
which, with th^r slender forehands, and in- 
capacity of moving with the quick turns, evolu- 
tions, and conversions of the Turkish or Hunga- 
rian horses, render them neither useful as 
cavalry, safe for the road, nor elegant in harness. 
You will forgive me. Sir, for this digression 
suggested by the prevailing tendency of reducing 
all kinds of horses too near the standard of the 
racer. While, in my apprehension, the public 
utility would be more successfully promoted by 
propagating only the most powerful of the Arab 
race, so as to intermix the valuable qualities of 
that breed with the weight, hardiness, and 
modes of action belonging to other kinds, and 
necessary for the different purposes in which 
horses are employed. 

[Note. — The moat active and beautiful parade 
horses in Europe are the Neapolitan. And 
the horses of Curdistan are in many respects 
superior to the Arab, being hardier and of a 
firmer texture in the hoof, lifting their feet 
higher, less apt to stumble, [of great speed, 
and accustomed to a rocky country. It may, 
perhaps, be thought fanciful to hint that m 
the opinion of many nations the flesh of horses 
is not less salutary and wholesome and equally 
well tasted as that of oxen. It is eaten by 
all the race of Tartars and several other tribes 
of people, and if their example were to be 
adopted in other countries, tnc horse would 
become in every respect an animal more use- 
ful, and as economical as the ox.] 

NEAT CATTI^E. 

With respect to neat cattle, the necessity of 
doing much in little time, in order to take 
advantage of a favourable interval, to make up 
for the interruption of labour, occasioned by 
bad seasons, has led to the total dixuse of oxen 
for the purposes of farming in this county, 
especially as their feet are seldom found to 
stand work on hard roads. It is, however, aa 
admitted fact that the cattle of India, Italy, 
Portugal, and many other parts of the world 
perform all kinds of labour, and are constantly 
used both in farming and on the rood, without 
suffering any inconvenience. 

[Note. — All the artillery in India is drawn by 
oxen. But ihoy are finer in the limbs, 
harder in the hoofs, and less heavy in the 
carcase, than the breed of this kinedoro, par- 
taking, in a great measure, of the Beson race 
described by Buffon and other naturalists.] 

So far are the oxen, even of this country, from 
being slow or awkw-ard in their movements 
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wbvn prnptrljr attended to, tlmt Ihe writer of 
thcie iilieelii trained a pair nf tliem which 
Dlou(;hcU without a driver, ojid tillod kboat an 
KngliBb acre iIaIIj. 

In t rcaling of Ayrshire cattle, however, we 
are only to conaider ihem aa usvil for tatteaing 
. or for duiries. Tliroughout ths greateit par^ 
of Carrick, or the southern Jiglrict of the 
county, tliB (ialluvay breed prevaiU. These, 
by fcrcnt pnina and Innfi; ittentioa, have been 
brought III high iwrfection, and. in many par- 
ticulars, are prelerable for fattening to nay 
breed in eit ber kingdom. They are generally 
black or brindled, tlioagh anme at iliem are 
white or dun, and the b^t bree<l of them are 
polled. 

{Note. —Several geDllemen bave now ntiaed 

the Cialloway breed to a much larger siie. 

Beef cummonly selU from 3d to 4d per 

English pound, and tallow one third deMvr.] 

Tbey are shqrt IcRRed, rough haired, long 

bodie.1. di'cp in the ulieiit, full in the ear- 

CMe, and mund acnias the hips nnd sirloin. 

Tbey commonly weigli from 20 to 40 stone 

Knglish, are very hanly, enaily fed, ofl«Q pro. 

duce one fourth of their weiglit in tallow, and 

grow fal where the huge heavy breed of other 

count iea would be alarVLiL 

[NoTt— In order lo prevent the danger arising 
from homed caltle in stodi and straw yards, 
tbe besl mode i< to cut out Ihe budding 
knob or root of the hom while tbe calf ia 
very ynung- Thia wa» luggeateJ to me by 
Mr Robert liums. ubose general talents are 
no Irs* conspicuous than the poetic powers 

ii>unly where be waa bora.) 

4ir(«t droves of tliem are annually sent to 
Knglaiid at three and tour ypan old, and yield 
from fj to £10 a hca.1, and their beef is univcr- 
vlly ailmitlol lo be eicelleiit. 

They are su|i]>owd to be as ill adapteil as the 
LaocuKhire and Leicestershire breed for Ihe 
purpodva of milk; iusomuch. that there is 
faardly a dairy in the parlii of ths country 
where they preilominalo. Hill many circum. 
■tancca lea<l me lo conclude that thia detioiency 
arisea from inattention to milk aa an object, 
any farther than what is nrcvsa^ry lo maintam 
Ibe calf. 1% among ihii breiil, many cowa 
are found wPFh yield great quantities of milW, 
and from which, in daily countries, would be 
propagated kinds, poaieasing that quality 
Wbcrisa, in breeding oounlriea, a ' 



valued in proportion as ahe appears adapted to 
tbe purposes of fattening. 

(Note. — The sale of these cattle has, for manjr 
years, been oF great client ; and a gentleman 
of this county, by continuinglong to purchaae 
largi numWrs for tha English market, 
acquired a landed property worih from £3000 
to £0000 a year] 

In Cunningham, or the northern division of 
the county, a breed of cattle baa for more thsa 
a century been established, remarkable for the 
quantity and rgnality of their milk in proportioti 
to their tiie. They have long been denomin- 
ateil Ihe Dunlop lirecd, from Ibe andenl 
family of tlint name, or the parish where the 
breed was limt brought to perfection, and 
where there still continues a greater attention 
to milk cows and dairies than in any other 
part of ScollantL 

The cattle in this district appear originally to 
bare been of tbe old Scotch low cinntry kind. 
Formerly black or brown, with white or flecked 
faces, and white streaks along theirbacks, war* 
prevailing coloura. But within these twenty 
years brown and while mottled cattle are as 
generally preferred aa to bring a latmr prio* 
than o'hers of rqoal site and shape, if diSerent- 
1y marked. It appears, however, that thia 
mottled breed is of different origin from the foT' 
mer stook, and tbe rapidity with which tb^ 
have been diffused over a great extent of 
country, lo tbe almost enlire exclusion of tha 

Crecedma race, is a singular circnnistanos in tha 
iatory of breeding. Indeei), it is asserted by 
a eenlleman of great skill and long experience 
(Mr Bmce Campbell) that this breed was intro- 
duced into Ayrshire by the preaent Earl of 
Marchmnni, and aftcmk'ards reared at the seat 
of ihe Karl of Ctasgow, from whenoe they are 
•aid to bave sprcail overall the county. 

This hreeil la short in the leg, Rnely shaped 
in the bead and neck, with small boms, not 
wide, but tnperlng to the point. They are 
neither so thin coate<I aatbe Ihitch, nor ao thick 
and rough hi.le.il a< the Lincashire cattle. Thar 
are deep in Ihe boily. but not wi long nor aa fnU 
and ample in the carcase and hind qnarteta at 
•ome other kinda. They usually weigh from X 
to 40 English stone, and sell from £7 to £1S 
aeeoriling to thrir aiie. shape, and qnalitiaa It 
is not uncommon for these small cowa to gi<r« 
from 21 to 34 ICnglish quarts of milk daily dor- 



while I 



ofth 






will give as [ar aa -to quart*, and yield 8 or 9 
Bnghsh pounds of butter weekly. Thebraed ia 
now so generally diffused over Cnnntngham aod 
Coil that very lew of the other torts are nM*d 
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OB Miy well regulated farm. The fannert 
wtekcm that* oow jrieldlng 20 quarU of milk per 
daj daring the tammer eeaeon will produce 
efaeeee and oatter worth about £6 per annum. 



The fweetmiik cheese, aa it ie called, which 
ie the kind generally manufactured in these 
parts of Ayrshire, is made by curdling each 
day's milk of the dairy separately. After the 
enrd is mixed with salt, and broken with the 
hand, or cut in shreds, it is pressed extremely 
bard in a frame, under a stone, moving with a 
double screw, and often weighing half a ton. 
The cloth is frequently changed, and in a few 
days the cheese is taken out of the frame and 
laid up to dry. It is of a mild and pleasant 
taste, and sells at an average from 2ia to 4d 
per Enfflish pound, while butter sells from 6d to 
7d for the same weight. 

It is remarked that the best of these milch 
cows are good feeders, and easily fattened, 
although their shapes in several points are 
different from those approved by connoisseurs. 
It sppears, indeed, that the quaUties of yielding 
larse quantities of rich milk, and of fattening 
wiUi facility, on a moderate portion of food, 
are by no means incompatible. And that the 
reason of those desiderata being seldom united 
in the same animal, arises rather from the 
different views with which stock is bred, and 
the inattention of farmftrs to the double objects 
in question, than to any great difficulty in 
correcting the shape of the best milch cattle, 
and rendering them equal in form and aptitude 
of fattening to the most approved breeding 
stock. 

[NoTB. — Under this impression I have collected 
some of the favourite kinds of Darlington 
or Tees water and Yorkshire, meaning to cross 
them with the Ayrshire stock, in order to 
unite the properties already mentioned.] 

It is to be observed that several gentlemen in 
the county, as well as myself, endeavoured, 
some years ago, to introduce the best breed of 
the wide horned Craven, Lancashire and 
Leicestershire cattle. Many of the calves were 
dispersed among the farmers both in Coil and 
Cunninghame. But so great is the prejudice 
against them, that though they were admitted 
to be very handsome, not one is now remaining 
in the county. 

In former times a proportion of Dutch or 
Holderness cattle had been pro^sjs^ted, and 
whtfn well fed, yielded large quantities of milk. 
Bnt they were thin haired, lank in the quarter^ 
and delicate in the constitution, which rendcrsa 



them unfit for a soil and climate such as Ayr- 
shire. They were, besides, extremely difficult 
to fatten, yielded little tallow ; and from the 
spareness of their shapes, incapable of carrying 
much flesh upon the proper places. 

Aldemeys and Guernseys have also been 
occasionally introduced, in order to give a 
richness and colour to the milk and butter ; 
which they do in a degree superior to any 
other animal of the cow species. 

Graziers are sometimes tempted bv the com* 
parative lowness of price to purchase Irish 
cattle, which are large, wide homed, and raw 
boned. But they are so difficult to fatten, that 
they commonly fell £2 or £3 a- head cheaper 
than Ayrshire cattle, of the same size and 
weight. 

Other farmers stock their pasture lands with 
a small breed of Highland cattle, which, at 2 
or 3 years old, may be bought from 20s to £8 
a-head. These having been bred on hills, and 
barren heaths, improve most rapidly in the low 
country. And when fed a year or two on rich 
nasture, are esteemed superior for tasts and 
navour to any meat that comes to market. 

SHKKP. 

On the subject of animals, it only remains to 
offer some observations respecting the kinds of 
sheep in this county. On the dry lands along 
the coast, a small white faced race has long exist- 
ed. The little wool they have is not altosether 
coarse, but thev are loose made, ill shaped, and 
have no good quality to recommend them. 
There is, however, a sort on the estate of Mr 
Kennedy of Dunure, on the coast of Carrick, 
whose wool is very fine, and who partake of the 
properties of the Mochrum or coast-breed of 
Galloway. 

The established Aborigines are bred in great 
numbers on the moors. They are reckoned br 
some the most hardy, active, and restless ani- 
mals of the sheep tribe. 

[Note. — Others assert that what is called the 
long or Cheviot breed, from the closeness of 
their fleece, can as well, and, some say, can 
better, resist the inclemency of the seasons.] 

They are round, firm, and well-shaped, 
black-faced, and black-legged, with large horns. 
Their wool is open, sharp pointed, and of the 
coarsest ouality, seldom weighs more than 2 or 
31bs. per fleece, and not worth fid for an English 
pouna. The weathers of this sort ars usually 
nought, at 3 years old, for £10 or £12 per soors, 
and will feed to double that value, weigbiflf 
about 12 or 15 Snglish pounds per quarter, 
yialding tallow equal to one fourth of thair 
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wuiglit; itnil when fed lill 5 years old, afford 

the litii'st niiittoD in tbc kiugdum. 

{Note. -Mutton fell from %l to 4<l per Eiigliih 

p miut, &nd t&llow one third dcdirer. Hie 

m.xirlund slieplierds are extcou-ty diligent 

and H^iirut, taking comliLiit nuliuc of llieir 

Blocks, sad attending to Ilia lUnonlcr* wliiuh 

fiviiii'iitly affliuL Uicm. But in tlie tow part* 

of iMi^cuUDly great ignnniace and iiiiLtteiitioa 

on iliis subject arc united. Numlirn of 

■tii.'cp ueriith under tlie rut and kaIi. Karinun 

oft.ii lone llieir cattle by tliu ttiunr-itl and 

niuiruiu, and hunilrcda of litini't die eiTry 

ycut liy U>tt«, grease, »trangle«, and iiiflnm- 

iiialiou of the inleatinca. It is ainingc, 

iiidiHil. that eo little atttntinn sliouUl l>c p^id 

to I lie dUcasea of animals in tliii county ; 

tlial llierc sliiiuld neitlier be persons sLiltuI 

in 1 he cure of them, oor books and publica- 

licms circulated to direct the farmer bow to 

act when such disaaten happen to his itock.] 

ir it were poaible. by any inurmixture, to 

give ihtse animals a leas nvllcu nature and so 

Ample llreco nf tiner wool, witLiiul impuiring the 

harilin>'i.i and other qualities which til lliein so 

peciilinrly for their bleak and barren situatious, 

it wiiiilU prove the gTcB test bencljt thai could 

Iw tiinlcrrcd on inooilind property. The hcuvy, 

coarse, .ind long-wooleil lazy Weeds of Liiic<iln, 

Leic-e-.er. and Teciwatcr. could hinlly lind 

•uliaislence under such ciposare ; nod the line 

woo lit d race of Herefurd wouht probably 

Oe>uu? to bo diatinguisheil for their carding 

■tai>le. if drenched ia ihow cold moorland bugs 

and niarshc*. 

[NoTK. — The Hereford seem in many of their 
feaiun« to mark a dcicent from the line 
■ iH.lli'd Spanish breed, which we kuow was 
br'iii);ht into Kuglaud at early pviiods of our 
h.-l.„y,] 

To rrriM them with the finer and nior« deli- 
cate rLice of Spain would aeem too vioUnt a 
Iran^-iiion, atid the mountain -breeds, in other 
partH cif this kingdom, are in few respecla 



I incnns equal in value to the Hereford or 
t/ie ."^piniiJi, and they art. in B;eni'ral. of a long 
ahap'. rather loose texture, inferior in these 
jmpori.^nt particulars to the breed wo are 



the handsomest ahsep eipoasd was a moor- 
land ram, bonght for 1&.] 

The kind of aherp which I brought from 
Colcliis or Trebisoode, some Tears ago, being 
from a cold bleak climate, hardy in thur Datnr«, 
and covered with the finest wool of the l(«g 
combing kind, afforded great expectations of ao 
admirable intermixture, but in this belief I 
found myself mistaken. 

It is extremely probable that animala, like 
plant!, ma^ by degrees be recoocil«d to climate* 
the most distant from their natural positions. 
And. as cherries were brought from Pontus. and 
peaches from Persia, first to Italy, and after- 
wards, by slow gnulations. to France and Eng- 
land, s-> the finest sheep of Spain, aud the 
silken-fleeced breed of Angora or Ancyra, may 
in time assimilate tritb the ooldest moors of 
Ayrshire. 

But, for the present, confining our suggestions 
to fuch experiments as arc within the reach of 
onlinary farmers, it appears that the hanlieat 
and mult active breed of sheep producing a 
valuable coat of wool, whether of the carding or 
the combing staple, would be the most eligible 
means of adding to the value of (he present 
moorland race. 

With all their disadvantages, it is still a 
□□esiinn whether the moat choaen kinds of 
Leii.-c«ter, Lincoln, Teeswaicr, or Northumber- 
land, on a apejilied surface, will produce ao 
equal profit. 

It is taken for grouted that the principles 
established on this subject by the ing' nioua Mr 
Bakewell are currect, and that a sheep wboa* 
bones arc small, whose stomach is less capoeions, 
in proportion to his size, and who from habit, 
diapoBiiion. or constitution has an aptitude to 
fallen on a more luoderale proportion of food, 
is more valuable than one of opposite tenden- 
cies. It still remains lo be considcreil whether 
a moorland black-faced wether, weighing IGIU. 
per quarter, besiilea a quantity of tallow equal 
to one fourth of his w^ole weight, and worth 
lOs, of whom 5 or 6 miV be fattened to donUe 
that value on an acre of lanil worth 20a, is not 
a more profitable bargain than the best Leices- 
ter wether at the onlinory price of 30*. Such 
asherp commonly weight about 30lbs. aqoarter, 
products a coarse fleece, little tallow, and bttd 
mutton. He ia accuslomrd lo feed at the rata 
ol 3 or 4 uH.n an acre of land, let at 6<1b or £3. 
He it unaUe and unwilliag to seek his food at 
any distance, and ii pampered from lambing- 
time with hay, oats, ami pounded oil-cakes, 
I^aced in moveable racks and mangers, onder 
•beds and penthouses for bis acoommodattoo. 
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AitMT all, be does not yield more than 408 or at 
IIm Qtmoet 5(h in hia fattest state. It is also 
Mseited that this breed is subject to the rot 
•Dd other disorders, which render tliein unfit to 
be kept to a proper age on the strong, wet 
pastures of Avrshire^the practice in England 
Deisg to kill about 2 years old all those that 
are not meant for breeifing stock. 

Notwithstanding these remarks, it hasalways 
appeared to me an eligible object of experiment 
to introduce the Ijcst breeds of those counties. 
Various gentlemen in former times had procur- 
ed a very largo race of long-legged sheep from 
Teeswatcr and other parts. These, though ill - 
shaped, and requiring great attention, yielded 
from 12 to 24 English pounds of wool per 
fleece, the maximum of which is probably as 
great a quantity as is produced at present on 
any sheep in England. This race blending 
with the common classes of the country, sup- 
plied the fanners with the pets or tame sheep 
which were regularly housed and pastured with 
the milch cows. Hut there was no regular 
sto«7k, or considerable number of them, to be 
found in any part of Ayrshire. 

[NoTK. — The old Tecs water breed is now so 
crossed with the Leicestershire and other 
kinds as to have lost its distinctive properties. 
It used to Yield a larger fleece than any sheep 
in England, probably not even excepting the 
best breed of Lincolnshire. It seems strange 
that, in estimating the value of this useful 
animal, suoh exclusive attention should, 
among the breeders, be now bestowed on car- 
case, to the almost total disregard of wool ] 

In the year 1776 several gentlemen of the 
eounty procured six score of ewes, and the use 
of two rams, from Mr Culley in Northumber- 
land, who charged us what seemed an extrava- 
gant price, and Ruuplicd us with an inditfcrent 
stock. The ueightwuring gentlemen in general 
maintained that the introduction of this breed 
would impair the quality of Ayrshire mutton ; 
the farmers asserted they could not thrive on 
oar wet land and rainy climate ; while the 
manufacturers declared their wool too coarse to 
be deserving of encouraffement. 

This breed, however, has increased in favour 
and in population. They yield in general two 
lambs from every breeding ewe, weigh about 
20 English pounds per quarter, and sell for 2as 
or 90j at two years old when fat. Yield 8 or 9 
Ibe. of wool, worth lOd per English lb. And 
are not only easily maintained on tolerable 
land, but so quiet as to remain within the 
•lightest fence, and so muoh esteemed that far- 
mers willingly pay 10s or 12s annually for 



grazing a breeding ewe of this description. In 
addition to this kind, I ha\e procured the best 
breed from Teeswatcr, and a valuable stock 
from Mr Bakewell, besides a Spanish ram, 
together with some Spjinish and Hereford ewes 
from the British Wool Society. In doing this, 
it is my object to combine, by difierent crosses, 
the best properties of shape and caruasc with 
the greatest hardiness and aptitude to fatten, aa 
well OS the best fleeces of carding and of comb' 
ing wool. For undoubtedly it is the duty of 
landholders not only to promote and to ditfuse 
as much as possible every species of improve- 
ment, but to counteract the disgraceful spirit of 
illiberal monopoly, which has hitherto confined 
the favourite breeds of useful animals withiu a 
narrow range. 

MODE OF INTRODUCINfJ IMPROVEMENT. 

Thii diffusive operation, however, can hardly 
be effected without the uuremittiiig endeavours 
of a number of individuals in their different 
districts. These require the aid and inierven- 
tion of public, and associated bodi«-s of men, 
granting due encouragement and rewards to 
those who dedicate their skill and labour to the 
amelioration of stock, although their object 
may have been merely personal emolument, 
undirected by any public principle. 

It is obvious that insicad of one or two fine 
stallions, bulls, or rams in a whole country, let 
out at exorbitant rates, every district, nay, 
every parish, ought to be supplied with these 
useful means of reproiluction on the most 
moderate terms. With this object, numerous 
SjciftifS of lan<lholders and farmers ought to be 
established. They should procure the Injat 
publications on sul»ject8 of agriculture, otf«^ring 
premiums for the finest stallions, bulls, ana 
rams produced within the parish ; advctti>'<ing 
annujil ploughing matches, granting rewards to 
the most skilful, and purchasing models or at 
least designs of useful implements of husbandry 
on approved principUs for the instruction of all 
persons connected with mechanic trades. 

If these endeavours were encouraced and 
extende<l by the freeholders at head-courts, 
and other county meetings, specifying the 
objects to which improvements ought in dif- 
ferent districts to bu directed, they could uot 
fail to be pro<luctive of permanent advantage 
to the lauded interest, and to the community 
at largo. 

These remarks, however, have a more 
immetliate reference to the general means that 
ought to 1 e adopted for diffusing useful know- 
ledge, and to the institutions necessary for pro- 
moting a regulated system of experiment and 
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improvainent ooQQectad with the Tmriona 
bnnchea of rani economy. In Cbiok it ia 
ea teemed the proodeil diitiDClion of the 
Emperor (lot he ii the finC cultirator ia bii 
own daminioDa ; and it U fortunate for thia 
cooatry that tlie attention of the Sovereign, 
aoil of hi* Hajuty's gavemment, are gnciotialy 
beatoved upon on objejt ao deacrring of the 
Royal e&ra. 

|Noix— Don Joan Enrique de Graeaa, a Spaoiah 
author, in hia Diacuraoa Mercuriuln, improv- 
ing ou the aaggeatioDa of Reaumor, hu urged 
the gieat national advaoLage* that might be 
derived from cetabliahmenta formed far the 
parpoae of condacting a connected aeriea of 
induction! on the kiadi, combiunlioDi, mix- 
ture!, and liistorv uf different uaiful animal*. 
Although no (lublic imtitntiaDof thjadeacrip- 
tion exiata in Great Britain, yet an individual 
(Hr John Hunter), who, unfortunately for 
•cience, ia now no more, guided by the 
impulae of a vigorooa and enlightened mind, 
haa extended th> bounda of koowledgain thia 
reapect with b aucceuful i 



Brgy deaerring 
juragement of a great 
nation, eipecially when it in considered that 
nothing but permanent eatabliihmeDti, and a 
ivolonged cDune of welt directed obaervationi, 
can give full effect to the object in view. 
TheM idcae are in a great meoiure confirmed 
by the beneGte which have reault^rd from 
■imilar inalitution* connected with the vege- 



impnrtaat infurmalion. Ou Ihe Preaidenl of 
the Royftl Society, Sir Joaeph Rank*, the beat 
tributu of Applause and aitmiration liaa been 
beetowed liy all Europe fur the luperior exer- 
lioni he hai made in thia extenaive range. 
From the laboun of auch men, when directed 






of cultivat 



I. the n 



diacoveriei and uaefnl improvemeuta may 
ntion^lly be expected. It i> well known 
that the moat beneficial introiloction of plant* 
and animali from one kingdom to another ha* 
ari*eo fr«m inalilationa and exertions such aa 
thima U> which 1 have alluded. It w>u1d be 
UdioD* to enumerate all the eaculsnl plant* 
in Great Britjun which have been brought 
from other countries ; mulberries and ailk- 
worma from the Eaat to the Morca, and after- 
warda to Italy and Fr&nce t coffee trees, 
breadfruit tresa, variooa kimla of cotton 
ahruba, and other valuable productiuns trans- 
planted from one quarter o( the globe to 
■aalhor. Neither ia it oeceaaary lo specify 
Ibe oolleclionf of the Dutch East India Com- 



pany, in their botanical establishment, at the 
Cape ot Good Hope ; Ihoae of Mr de Viima, 
in hi* celebrated garden* at LisboD ; or tha 
veiy intereiling expirim nt* ooDduct«d bj 
Dr Anderson, nndar the government of Fort 
St. George, althoufjb they pn>bahly are u 
conducive to the obiecta in queation aa any 
othen on the globe.] 

One fact is certain, that through D^ligenea 
and inattention we lose the benefit uf masj 
production! which might easily be brought to 
aaaimilal* with our aoil and climaia 
[Note. — As instance*, we may ventnre to sug- 
gest the luxuriant grass, or broad-leaved 
gramen of Madngaacv, citlled Falak, and 
the liardy kind of rice which grow* on th* 
hill* of Cocliin-Cbina without any other 
water than accidental shower*.] 
It is also proved that a multitude of planla, 
which the ant lent* cultivated for f jod and other 
I, liBVB totally disappaorrd from the 
of modern natiooa. Among many 









kind of Slock. 
IN. 



-It is surprising that eytiau* ahonU 

fallen into dianae, for it waa not onljr 

prufital Je, ~ bat tha 






reckoned the mi 

hardieit uf pUols, enduring b 

ot cold, froat or snow, withou 

From Pliuy's account, it appear* to Lava 

been originally bruught from Uia Cyelmde 

islands, and not to have been «eiy common in 

Italy ; but so productive that the valna 

of -JOOO aestorbo or £6* waa froquenUy 

raised upon a Jugerum, which waa 

little more than half a Sootch 



lav either, says Pliny, be out into tba 

Kund with lurlcy, or be lown in spring like 
is. or its shoot* may be planl«d out befora 






seruntur * 



. 'Plants* cnbilal** 
! pedali.") It, cornea to par- 
lEciiuii in biiree yean, and begin* to bt 
cropped at the vemal equinof, when it f*issna 
to flower, BfTordiag green feedins S moDlb* in 
the year, and afterward* may bo naed dry. 
It is hoary in appeBranue, and is a thrabw 
with a narrow irelml leaf. Columella, afur 
describing ita ma'iy valuable qualitiea for 
producing milk, fattening cattle, healiDgthair 
eumplainiB, and affording green furaga t 
muntht in the year, adds: * Preteiea, In 
qDolibet aj(ro, quamvis tnBcerrimo, oeloHter 
oomprehendit ; omnem injuriam aina Bfrea. 
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pilitar." Col. UK 6. cap. 12. It 
however, like the Lote tree, or Lotometra 
and Nympbea fnitez of E|gypt, as Mrell as 
other valuable plants, to be entirely lost in 
modem practice. The Romans were also 
in the nse of feeding their cattle on mast, 
acorns, lopines, leaves of oak, ash, elm, 
beech, and poplar.] 

OMXEVATION8 ON LANDLORDS AND TENANTS— 

LABOimUtS — CONSUMRR8 — M ANC7FACTURKR8 

—AND INNOVATORS. 

We now proceed to the concluding article of 
this discussion ; to the state and condition of 
those classes affected by the cultivation of the 
oountnr in the different relatious which the 
nalnrai order of things establishes between 
proprietors, occupiers, and labourers, with 
those who consume the produce of the soil. 

In these transactions between the landholders 
aiMl tenants, there is a double and counterao.t- 
iig influence. The relation which they have 
m proprietor and occupier of the same ground 
Qikites them by the strongest ties of interest 
i^ainst the consumer, from whom it is their 
mutual object to extort the highest price for 
•very article of produce. Thev are generally 
not less accordant against those dangerous 
innovators who, in the wantonness of unde* 
■erved prosperity, are apt to spring forth 
among the mercantile and manufacturing 
etasses — maintaiaing doctrines subversive of 
the established orders of society — menacing the 
oonntry with deiperate Agrarian systems, tend- 
ing to destroy the sacred rights of property 
aod every species of security — and under false 
pretexts of equal distribution, sounding the 
tocsin of anarchy and confusion. 

It must be confessed, however, that this 
observation concerning the constitutional senti- 
ments of the farming interest is liable to great 
•zoeptions. In the vicinity of some towns, 
where the notions of manufacturers predomi- 
aate, the farmers have been so far perverted as 
to form associations binding themselves under 
severe penalties never to offer any mark of 
eivility to any person in the character of a 
fentUman. The conseouences are that they be- 
oonm boorish and brutal to every individual of 
tke human species, and savage to the brute 
creation. These outrageous manners are oon- 
mderably increased by the harshnem aod 
austerity which characterise different sectaries 
who abound in this county. 

Whenever this degrading tendency prevails, 



it^ becomes the duty of all persons connected 
with nroperty in land to form counter associa- 
tions binding themselves never to grant leases 
to persons of such a description, and, at all 
events, till this malady subsides, to grant no 
leases but from year to year, and to tenants at 
wilL 

In all engagemeuU between the landlord and 
his tenants touching land, their inteiests to a 
certain degree are discordant. It is naturally 
the proprietor's object to gain as much rent, 
and to lay out as little money on the farm as 
possible. On the other hand, the tenant has a 
direct interest in throwing the whole burden of 
improvement upon the landlord and in giving 
the smallest possible return. 

It is besides the constant object of the land- 
lord to prevent the land from being over- 
cropped, neglected, or exhausted ; wliile, at 
the end of every lease, the tenant has the 
strongest temptation to crop the land as much as 
it can bear. He does this not only for immed- 
iate profit, but in order to render the farm less 
valuable, and consequently to obtain a re* 
newal of his lease on cbeaper terms. 

This sufficiently refutes an opinion, enter- 
tained by some enlightened men, that a prin- 
ciple laid down by Dr Smith that Government 
ought not to interfere by its regulations and 
restrictions in the concerns of individuals, 
applies to the transactions between tenant and 
proprietors. The landlord who acts on this 
idea, and neglects to insert judicious covenants 
in his leases, will find his laud exhausted, and 
his estate impaired ; while those who fancy 
that the skill and information arising from the 
habits of ordinary farmers, render them either 
safe to be entrusted with unlimited powers of 
management or likely to invent new modes of 
operation, are contradicted by the fact. For, 
in this country, improvements have in general 
beeo established, not by the farmers, who can 
ill afford such speculations, but, as they ought 
to be, at the expense and basard of the land- 
holder. 

On this principle, farmers should not only 
be restrained from over-ploughing and mis- 
management, but the course and rotation should 
be specified; ensaffing them by covenant to sow 
grass seeds, to drill beans, to fallow for tumipe, 
vetches, kail, or colewort, rape, an<l cabbages ; 
to hurdle sheep on light land, to cunstraol 
straw-yards, feed with oil-cakes, and erect 
sheds or hovels for their outlying stock ; above 
all, never to have moni than one, or at the 
utmost two succeeding crops of com on the same 
field without an intervening green crop or 
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hUow, «Dd enforcii^ theae r^aUtioiiB by a 
•padGed incrcMO of rent in com of noD-Derforni- 
anoa — adding, too, Buch Klteraliooa and ameod- 
manta as the i 
ooootry ma; from time to ti 



The hnnen in thii connly are a aagacion* 
aad obaarving n«e of men, and though wiacljp 
oawilling to adopt, od light lurmiiea, etery 
plan U>at projecton may auggeat, yet there are 
hw iutuM* of tlieir long refiuiiig to imitate 
Moh modea aad practioea aa eipvrienoe taachea 
an a«l«pt«d to the Mootry where ihsy mide. 

The labouring elaaa of men in thl* cooaty 



work, an paid from I2d to 14d per day. Tb«y 
Diually eD4M*otir Id have a amall hooae and 
gardaii, which ooati them 30, 30, or 40 ahlUiop 
aiuinaUy, bcaidea a cow*! graaa and anfllciaBt 
gronnd for their potatoca. 



In order at mach aa poauble to preaerve that 
oordiality which ought ever to sabaist between 
a buidlorl anil hit tttnanta, there ibould ud- 
doobtedly be aoniG admitteil principle on which 
liwir agreements are concluded. In thU county 
It 'u thought that tbe whole produce of the 
farm ihoutd be divided into three pula. Ot 
tbtae that one third (hould be approprialed for 
rent, another for the eipenae of management, 
and the remainder for the profit and inbeiitence 
of Uie tenant and hi* family. Great iaeqoality 
nut unavoidably arite from tbi> proportion. 
For the tenant occupying onljr 40 acres will 
have but the me*iu of bare aubuitenoe, while, 
on tbe aame calimlation, tbe eilensive renter 
of SOO or 1000 acre*, with adequate ilock and 
maaagement, may acquire a fortune. 

Tbe example of Ireland, however, where 
powerful rentera or middlemen prevail, doeanot 
encourage inch a mode of cultivation. On tba 
oontrary, if initancee may be adduced where 
impnivemeniB have originated with great far- 
ment. it will be ilill more eaiv to exhibit 
caaei where whole countiea have been depopu- 
lated by anch a pr«otiee. 

Pcrbapa the wiaeat lyatem which human 
anderalonding can dcviae, after a complete 
diviaion and appropriation of commona and 
intermingled righti, will be to let every man 
i«nt or pnrchaae according to hii meana. Thna 
a diitributioD of property tbe moat varied, from 
the petty tenant and ihe unallcat feuholder or 
o^iybolder to Ihe moat exteniive renter and 
Um richeat lord, will take place, aa ii the fact in 



generally e< . . _ __^ 

Hedge* and dilchea are made from lOd b 
per fall of six yarda. Grain t* tbreahed from 
lOd to 1* per quarter ; earn reaped and allocked 
for 5 or S shilling* per acre ; bay mowed for 
half-a-crowQ. Fkrm i«rvaata receire £n wa« 
for the half-year ; and, if not fed in the hmSj, 
are allowed 2 p»ck* of oatmeal and aixpeoo* 
weekly for their maintajnenco^ Woman ear- 
vanU, for country work, £4 or £6 yearly. 

Maaon'a work ia generally done fay oontraM 
with the builder, Jonmeyiuen maaon* reoelTa 
sod or & of daily wagea, and carpenl«n an 
■Kit les* expenaive. The price of building a 
rood of rubble work, two feet thick, and all 
material* turtiiibed, from 25* lo 30a. Li ooo- 
•eqnencc of tbe numeron* *tone qnarriea, brioka 
are littlii <ued in the connty, and honae* are 
■eldom roofed with tile, which are neitiier aa 
haodKome a* slate, nor *o ararm and oomfortafab 



[Nc»n.— Uttle ai 



is beatowed on tbe art 



prepared, c 

matter, they will certainly crumble and daoay. 
The Romaoi made their bricks extremely iUb, 
and burned them till they vitrtSad. Uany 
aqueducta and other public buildings boilt ti 
*ucb material* remain al this day, m perfeet 
preservation, in diflerant parti ot Italy.] 



Great quantitiea of oat* and oatmeal an eo*- 
xtantl^ sold to Paialer, Glaagow, and the mann- 
factunng parts of Ilenfremliire and Luark- 
ahire, and the i|oantities of grain and meal 
which have been imported into tba ootinty fram 
Ireland during the laat ten year* are expreaMd 
in a note at the bottom of thia page. tUm com- 
•tant object of tbe landed intarrat has bean to 

natural level ; a _ 

tion of foreign rirals. For thl* purpose, appU- 
oatioo* have been made mcceeataUy to FM^Ia- 
ment by thi* and other conntie* to prevent (Im 
importation of grain unle** when tba prioM 
•xeeed tbe ratee expreaaed in tbe laat com UU. 

[Hon.— Aooompta of gc«in and rifml ta- 
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Boried into Avr for 10 yean preceding the 
10th October, 1793, dittiogaiBhuig each year. 
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Totals. 14S4i 961 1661 10 2100 

Cwtom-hoaM, Not., 1798. 
Aooompts of grain and oatmeal imported into 
Irrine and oaltcoate for ten years preceding 
10th October, 1793. 
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MA— In 1798 48 qaarten of wheat were imported ; bat 
afterwards export 



Ik was afterwards exported. No other grain has been 
exported in the above period. 
A fraat tpiaatlty of grain has been broacht from 
<Mlloway of British growth, and some nas beea 
hrouij it from Qreenock, which was imported in that 
period.) 

QUnnON OONCKRNINO OIBCULATION 07 GRAIlt. 

Without entering into any disquisition con- 
oerning the lonff agitated questions of limited 
or mirestraineai circulation of grain, we may 
aafely aver that countries have uniformly pros- 
pered in proportion to the security and facility 
with which the means of subsistence have been 
bought and sold. The removal of all restrio- 
tioos of this nature, under Henry the IV. 
during the administration of Sully, first re- 
eovered France from the disasters of the league. 
On the other hand, the restraints imposea on 
the free sale of com, under Colbert, tended as 
miieh to impoverish that kinsdom as all the 
cxtraTaganoe of Louis the XTv. 

opsyiNo AND sHirrnNO or thx ports. 

With respect to Ayrshire, the continual 
faggUag which takes place in striking the fiars, 
in order to determine whether the ports shall 
be open or ahat, involves the .country in a 
Mnltttndojof inoonveniences. F^uenUy, be- 



fore the price of grain exceeds the rate at 
which the Legislature admits of importation, 
merchants foreseeing an approaching rise and 
scarcity of com would bring sufficient quanti- 
ties of com to satisfy the demand, but find 
themselves restrained by the apprehension that 
when their vessels arrive the ports may be shut, 
and their labour lost. Thus the prices rise, 
and the poor are distressed. Again, the ports 
by these means being opened the merchants 
seize the opportunity, and dreading the quick 
shutting of the ports bring such a sudden influx 
of foreign corn as destroys the natural balance 
of the market, to the annoyance of the farmer. 
But when free export and import is allowed, 
these embarrassments do not occur. The exor- 
bitant demands of the landholder and farmer 
are restrained by the foresight of the merchant, 
who,xin his turn, is checked from overstockins 
the market by the certain loss which woola 
attend that measure. 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF ORANARIES. 

In addition to the unclogged importation of 
com, nothing could be more conducive to the 
accommodation of farmers, and interest of the 
labouring clasiies in this county, than the estab- 
lishment of public granaries or macaziues in 
some central place upon the coast, where com 
might be regularly bought and sold at the 
current prices. The profit to the undertakers 
would consist in their being able to take advan- 
tage of the fall or rise in the markets. The far- 
mer would at all times be sure of converting his 
S reduce into cash when requisite without the 
elay and trouble of milling his com and driving 
upon chance to fluctuating markets, while the 
pul lie would be more regularly supplied, by the 
precision with which such an establishment 
would enable com merchants and others to 
correct the scarcity in an/ particular district, 
by a quick supply adapted to the demand. 

But a stronff objection to such an undertaking 
arises from the prejudice entertained in this, 
and I believe in all other countries, against every 
species of dealers and traffickers in grain. In 
sll times and countries, under the denomination 
of mealmongers, forestallers, monopolisers, and 
other similar terms, have they been the objects 
of public execration. There is probably no 
point of political economy more clear to 
philosophic and enlightened minds than the 
advantM^ which the public derive from that 
useful cUss of men. Their labours imavoidably 
tend to prevent the extravagant fluctuations in 
the price of grain, no less distressful to the 
tenantry than ruinous to the poor. Yet 80 
deeply rooted is this prejudice among the lower 
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nlmm in evsry commuDily, tlut it would be 
imnuoDKbla to lappose th« Ajnbin ^opuUo* 
wcnnpt from ui error which at Tsriotu time* bM 
eooMioned dc*rtb 4iul funioe in erary age end 
ootmlry. 

OFBEATtOM or HANl-PACTURB. 

The opemioD which Inule and muiufa^Caree 
lure hod on cultivaticin in Ihii county ii well 
denrviag the alMiiIion of our board. The 
hwboun of Ayr, Irvine, iku-l MaltcoaU ware too 
defective to adrail nf irarlc «uiScient to produce 
a direct inSueiice on Uiu c I inracter of Ayrshire 
hBsbaiidr]' : and there waa do maanfacture in 
the county except of wretched artiolea for borne 



[NoTL— Tboee porte have only from 9 to 12 

feet water at apring tidet] 
[NOTK. — The aboc and carpet maaufacturee o( 

Kilmarnock only eioepled.] 

But the powerful energiei of Olaegow, Pais- 
ley, Greenock, and Port-Glaagow operated an 
oHCoitratto marpia in tbii respect. 
[NOTK.^The*e towns are io the counties 

imnjediatet; adjacent to Aynbire.] 



The opulence of Glat^w first aroae from its 
tiade in tobacco, lugar, and other goods, the 
mduce of America and the West ludies. 
Tbeee gave rise to ii great denuuid for articles 
manufactured in this country, with which the 
cargoes imported from the colonies were chiefly 
pOKhased. Thus the foreign trade of Glasgow 
ealled forth a multituile of manofacturea, wbich 
Overspread Renfrewshire and part of Ayrshire. 

When the aepamliion of America from Kng- 
land nut an end to the great profile arising 
e tobacco trule, of wbich about jO.OOO 



I in Greenock and Port-dlasgon, the 
merchants wilUdrew from a coneem no longer 
DTofiubie, and the habits of manufacture, 
lonnerly established in the country, enabled 
tbsm to apply their capitals to the various 
btmncbes of iron, glass, lakle, linen, woollen, 

Kie. and particularly of cotton, which, In a 
vears, they had extended to an aitraordiu- 
arj degree. 

[Hon.— Tbeee are the barbonra of Glasgow, 
IB or 20 miles distant from Ibat city.] 



a sntall wettriag place, ""it<»iiiim{ abont 40W 
iobabilMita, chutty amplayad in wotkint good* 
for the Olaaguw mercumta and the Americaa 
market. A ffrntttman ot great uerit and 
ingswritj in t£at pla«e, daalivns of Introdaoing 
th» manuEactnre o( ganae Iron Spitalfields, 
oommissioned a few pounds ol ailk Umad 
proper for the purpose from London. After 
vanoua oonnteractions, to which all nsw trial* 
or inrentioiu are eipoeed, he completely estab- 
lished the silk gauze manufaetory m that town, 
where it has nourished with so much snoosas 
that there are now abont 25,000 people in Um 
place. In a similar manner the manufactare of 
cheeks and usnabnrghs was introduced into 
Glasgow, about the b^inning of this ceotarr, by 
a weaver who had senred in Flaodera and Gar- 
many as a private soldier during King WiUiMM's 
wars, and on his return bronght home lb* mode 
of working those valuable clotbs, which be 
praotiaed with great succesa till thej became a 
staple article ofOla^ow maaotacture. 

Originally the uUtems and dsalgns of all 
fancy works, modes, aud faahtone were ooM' 
poeed at Paris, and issnoil out with an absolute 
aulbority all over Europe. But the Palslnr 
manufacturers established dranghtcmen of tbefr 
own, by ifham their deeigns were compoaad, 
and the patterns, when executed, were sent to 
I»ndon and Pari! fur am>robation. By the** 
means ths inventive jwuiciple of modaa and 



and silk looms w 



on the northern and eastern parts 



The linen mannfactory had always existed •• 
far in this county that every family raised Sia 
snfficiant for their own ounsumption, km] tk» 
women were all habituated to q)m Sax npun » 
small wheel, and to bleach Uld jwepat* the jai* 
BO made for weaving. 

The lioen cloth thus manufactured wsa ig 
general of an inferior quality, and a spinner 
could hardly earn more, with great assidnltj, 
than 4d a day. [Supposing her to win 12 eats, 
or I hasp, per day,] A number of mull 
Ueaehfielda were established thronghoat lAe 



Ab«at 40 yeera ago the town of Fkisl«]r «m 
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[NoflB. — Flax hM in all ages been reckoned, aa 
wU as oata, a roblnng crop. Virgil laye : — 



Urit«iiiii.li]ii, 
Urtt aTefue.** 



fegM, 

Vim. Oeor. lib. 1. 



Cdliimella confirms thi« assertion. In 
Aynhire about 7 pecks of flaxseed are nsnally 
■own npon a Scotch acre, and when 
the land is well pulverized, and duly weeded, 
produces, at an average, 20 stone of 241b. 
Bnglish weiffht, worth about 128 per stone, 
6d per pound, or £12 per acre — 2d per lb. is 

Cia for scutching. Id for heckling or 
tchellinff, and when the flax spins into 48 
enta, per lb. it will cost 16d for spinning — 1 
eat is equal to 5 score threads, or turns of 
the reel ; 2 cuts make one hear ; 12 cuts, one 
hank, hasp, or shp ; 4 hanks, or 48 cuts, one 
nindle. Flax worth Is per lb. usually spins 
from 36 to 48 cuts per pound. Tow, or hards, 
are sold as low as Sd; flax capable of spinniuK 
to 7 spindlea per lb. is worth 7s. Linen cloth 
for home consumption, worked in what 
li called a 1400 reea, costs about 7d per yard 
for weaving, and is worth 2b and 4d or half a 
erown per yard. Flax in this country, from 
tome cause or other, seems to be by many 
degrees less vigorous and luxuriant than that 
roimd Brussels, Cambray, and Valenciennes, 
from whence the fine lace and cambrics are 
nanu^tured. It has, however, generally 
been supposed that the Brussels and Valen* 
eiennea Isces were made from flax of the 
lallest stem and most slender texture.] 

WOOLLKN M ANUFACTURB. 

TIm women, in all the labourers and farmers 
kcMt, were likewi&e in the habit of spinning, 
SB very large wheels, the coarse country wooL 
Tktj oould not gain more by this kind of spin- 
■i^g than 4d per day, and the work is more 
•Sfvere than the spinning of flax ; as, in order to 
Iwist the woollen thread, they run out the 
foQi of carded wool to a ffreat distance from 
Um whe^ pacing backwards and forwards 20 
«r 30 miles in the course of a day's work. 

(Von. — Wool costs, for washing, teaiing, 
carding, spinning, and grease, 28 and 6d per 
spindle. When worked into blankets, thevars 
worth Is per yard, and cost about 2(d for 
weaving. Home-made woollen cloth, 3qaartera 
wide, for labouring people, about 3s per yard 
when dressed. Such cloth, dyed blue, ooets for 
weaving, dying, dressing, about lOd per yard. 
The coarsest part of the wool is made into oar- 
pets, worth 2b per yard.] 

An atlempt^ oa a amaU soale, has lately beeo 



successful at Maybole, in the centre of Carrick, 
to card, twist, and rove woollen yarn by 
machinery on principles similar to those applied 
in the cotton manufacture. And no pi ace oan 
be better adapted for a business of this descrip- 
tion. Indeed, the improvemoots in machinery 
of every kind, within these few year«, and the 
application of the inventive faculties of men 
in this county, have operated on every object 
connected with manufacture and with agricul- 
ture. 

Other manufactures have been attempted at 
Cumnock and some other villages convenient for 
procuriag quantities of moorland wool. But 
Kilmarnock was the only place where manu- 
factures in the woollen branch were fully estab- 
lished, and (here, the business being chiefly 
confined to carpets, little progress was made in 
the weaving of cloth. 

COTTON MA>fUPACTURK. 

By far the most rapid influence, however, on 
the condition of this country has been produced 
bv the cotton manufactory. The manufacturers 
of Glasgow and Paisley entered very largely 
into this branch, as soon as the invention of 
Ark Wright's machinery was made public. 
After engaging every eligible situation in their 
own vicinity, they directed their attentions to- 
wards Ayrshire. Cotton mills on a great scale 
were erected on the borders of the county near 
Lochenoch, and Castle-Semple, and at Cattrine, 
near Machlin, in the central part of CoiL 
Larse houses, almost in every village, were 
filled with spinning-jennies, and moved by 
horses where water could not be procured. The 

Srice of labour rose in every quarter, and the 
emand for cotton workers was so great that 
farmers could hardly engage men or women 
servants to remain at country work. 

[NoTX. — A good worker in one of these cotton 
houses could earn from 28 to Ss daily ; 
women from 1 to 2 shillings daily ; and child- 
ren from Is 6d to 3s weekly.] 
The greater part of the cotton, worked ia 
this manner, was furnished to the manufae- 
turers by the Glasgow merchants, who took 
them bound to return the thread at oertaiA 
rates, according to its quality and fineness. 
This circumstance renders it extremely difll* 
cult to estimate the annual amount of cotioa 
thread prepared within the county. But it Is 
understood that several thousand people wera 
employed in this branch, notwithstanding tka 
reoency of its establishment. 

TAMBOUB AND OTHXR WO&K. 

The operation of the manufaotnring spirit. 
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iMoing from GUagow, tm iU central point, 
diver^sd over this county in every Dooible 
direction, and was by no means confilned to the 
lumnches already mentioned. A number of 
workers in tamboar and figured works on 

enres, silks, and muslins, established little 
stories at Ayr, Irvine, and in other places, 
where they employed several hundred girls and 
ehildren. 

IRON MANUFACTURK. 

A great company from Glaseow established 
two blast furnaces at Muirkira, on the estate 
of the Hon. Admiral Keith Stewart, in the 
moorland parts of Ayrshire, with a view of 
making pig and bar iron on an extensive scale, 
and they already employ many hnndred 
workmen, to the great advantage of thai bleak 
mcultivated country. Indeed, there are few 
parts of Great Britain so well adapted to the 
iron manufacture as Ayrshire, having abund- 
ance of coal, lime, and ironstone in every 
district of the county — possessing aluo the 
facility of importing, on reasonable terms, the 
rich ores of Cumberland or Lancashire to work 
with Ayrshire materials, which are of a poorer 
qnality. 

(Motb — The improvements carried on by 
this gentleman tlo great honour to himself, 
and will be attendctl with much benefit to the 
country. The natives are expert in construct- 
ing what are callc<i snap dykes, 5 or 6 feet in 
height, with large stones bound and locked 
in an ingenious manner. These, except in 
great storms of snow, enable the yonng pImi- 
tations to be defended from the sheep. Thus 
shelter will be obtained. Drains and lime 
are fast changing the appearance of the pas- 
tures ; and, with green crops and sown grass 
at the bottoms, will enable a much larger 
stock to be maintained.] 

The unskillfulness of iron masters, however, 
who remain still ignorant of the right mode of 
sxpelliog from their coal or cokei the sulphor- 
•cms particles so prejudicial to iron, has occa- 
sioned many eligible situations to be rejected on 
this account. The enormous expense and on- 
sertainty attending the present system on which 
this manufacture is conducted, together with 
til* mysterious habits and endeavours of thoas 
«Nioemed to preserve it in a few hands, has 
hitherto prevented it from becoming, as it 
svgfat, a source of opulence to this oonnt^. 

Having been led for many years oocastonaUy 
!• bestow attention on the various chemical aad 
pnetioal operations oonnected with the modst 
«f mislting and sztraeting iroo from the stoosi 
aad Oft in which it is oontatnad, aad ol rsdndag 



it into a malleable state and into steel, it ahvayi 
oocorred to me that there was a radical dafeei 
in the whole system which prevails in tbsss 
kingdoms. Under this impression, I labonrad, 
through a multiplicity of experiments, to dis- 
cover the proper mode of reducing ths metallie 
parts contained in ironstone and in iron ore into 
a malleable state, or bar iron, in one f omaoa 
by a single process without recurring to the 
bungling and expensive practice of first amelt- 
in^ the metallic parts of ironstone into pig^ 
with all the sunsequent and aceumnlatsd 
extravagance of bloomeriea, chafferies, finerissv 
and air furnaces before a bsr of iroo oan be pro- 
duced. 

I have had the satisfaction to sacoeed in this 
endeavour, and have constructed a fomaoa 
which pel forms the purpose mentioned on saoh 
eaiiy terms and on so moderate a scide as will 
enable any landholder who has a few thoosaad 
tons of ironstone on his estate, wiUi an adeqnato 
aupply of coal, to convert into a mallei^le tona 
without hazarding the expense of blast fumaoM 
and other extravagant establishments seldoai 
costing less than L. 20,000 or L. 90,000 befoca 
a shiUing of profit is received. But as this dls- 
oovery ooes not refer to matters of agricoltars, 
I should not have alluded to it in this addrsn^ 
had it not appeared materially oonnected witk 
the general improvement of the county nadsr 
our consideration. 

KKLF— FOOBIL AIJL4LI— EABIXXA. 

There is another article in which the ooaaty 
might derive advantage. The ouantitiea ol 
sea- weed, driven by every south ana west wiad« 
on its extensive shores, have been saffersd to 
rot vpon the sand, unless a few carts oooasioB- 
ally lifted for manure, and a still smaUor pro- 
portion of the sea-weed growing upon rocka 
along the shore, which has been oonverted into 
kelp. The grsat demand for this article arises 
from the fossil alkali which it '^'^*^\f^i so ass* 
fnl for the purposes of glass ; essentially rs- 
qniaite in the manufacture of hard soap, aad 
also applicable to various processes in M^^>*Hf 
yam. As the fossil alkali is obtained from tko 
different plants called wrack, sea- wee d , or a|§a 
marina, and from no other plant ezcepUna iSa 
barilla, which grows on tne shorss df^^aia 
aad Sicily, its valos having been ooostaatlj 
iaersasing with the mannfaotnrss in whiohM 
has been emy^loved. A ton of barilla tsUi 
from £20 to £30, and a too of oommoa kalp 
from £4 to £5, and sometimes mu^ higher. 
[KofR.— Fossil alkaU is ths basis of ssa salt^ 
aonibinsd witk mariatio aoid« bat ao praotkal 
■wdo has ja( bssa daviasd for cztnotinf Iba 
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•UUli oa advftnUgeoiu terms. The vegetable 
(ilkali, or potath, though Tory valuable, ie by 
no means applicable to all the porpoees in 
which thm fossil alkali is employed. Above 
8800 tons of fossil and vegetable alkali are 
said to be annually imported into Great 
Britain, and, inclndmg kelp manofactared in 
Scotland, amoonU to £7 or £800,000 per 
annnm.] 

The mode of manafactorinff kelp upon the 
shores of Ayrshire, and indeed on all ine coast 
of Scotland, is barbarous in the extreme. An 
open kiln, or mass of stones, is placed upon the 
cronnd, about 14 feet long* 3 feet wide, and a 
mi or two in height. The seed-weed being 
prsvionsly cot and dried, is thrown into this 
nhi. The bottom ii laid with sand and gravel, 
irtiioh impairs the kelp, and diminishes its 
value. The sea- weed, in the centre of the kiln, 
may be sufficiently heated to brins it into 
fasion, but that nearer the outside is chilled by 
the eztemal air ; and the whole, evea in the best 
sommer weather, is never brought properly 
lato one equal mass of fusion. In this mode 
it is hardly practicable to make more than half 
a too per day in one kiln. The weed, which, 
by the power of fire, has undenjone the different 
nrooesscs of evaporation and incineration, is 
Cronght at last into a melting state. It is then 
violently stirred with rakes and shoveh, and 
when cooled remains a brown or blueish con- 
crete substance hard as a rock, pungent to the 
taste, and liable to attract moisture from the 
atmosphere. But imperfect as this operation 
is^ it cannot take place at all neither in rain, 
nor in wind, nor in frost. So that the process, 
rsqniring a long course of fine weather lor dry- 
ing and burning of the wrack, can only be 
stismpted durinjg^ a few months, and, in bad 
ssasnni, only dunng a few weeks in summer. 

. In order to obviate these difficulties, I have 
eoDtrived a kiln or furnace which, with an 
apparatus sufficiently economical and simple, 
VMS, boms, and reiduoes into perfect fusion 
the ssa-weed in aU weathers, and renders it a 
SMSS of kcdp, pars and eoual in its parts, and 
eyable df oeing thrown In a monldf or frame. 
Tans svery samf^ is a true specimen of the 
whole, and contains no other refuse than the 
earthy or heterogeneous parts belonging to the 
weed. These, hy repeated experiments, 
asBOOBt to about 60 per cent., and the other 
hall Is taken ap in solution when the mass is 
psnadsd and mixed with a sufficient quantity 
ef wmisr. The refnse is mere insipia n ss l sss 
SMib. The 00 per cent, taken up insolution by 
tlM wmt«r esBtsLis all the saline and alkaline 



particles of every kind contained in the kelp. 
Of theee, a great proportion are composed of 
common salt, others of sal-glauber, some of 
hepar sulphuris, while the remainder is pure 
alkaline salt These, by an expensive and ela- 
borate process, may be perfectly distinguished, 
accordinff to the priority in their form and 
system of chrystallisation, which enables thsm 
to be completely separated. 

Kxperiments, which I have frequently 
repeated, prove that Barilla contains nearly 
the same propbrtion of refuse, but the salts 
extracted from it W solution, possess a much 
greater proportion of alkali, as the common salt, 
Glauber salt, and hepar sulphuris, do not pre- 
dominate in that preparation. 

[Non. — ^The basis of common 8;ilt is fossil 
alkali combined with muriatic acid. The 
basis of sal-p;lauber, is fossil alkali combined 
with vitriobc acid. The hepar sulphuris is 
composed of alkali combinea with sulphor ; 
and sulphur consists of vitriolic acid and the 
inflammable principle, such as is produced 
by burning wood or charcoaL] 

As this process may be of material conss- 
quence to the great and ill-conducied manufac- 
ture of kelp in the Highlands p! Scotland, 
especially now* that the oatv on coals carried 
coast-wa^ ha-* been taken off, I shall cheerfully 
communicate the particulars of this plan to any 
person reoommenaed by your board. 

[NoTX. — ^The abolition of duties on coals carried 
ooastways has conferred a greater benefit on 
thoee parts of Scotland which were interested 
in that measure than any bill passed these 
many years. It is to be hoped that the Richt 
Hon. Mover, through whoee exertions that bill 
was carried into effect, will add to his own 
fame and to the advantage of his countrv by 
moving the abolition, or commutation, ta au 
duties and restrictions on the use of rock-salt 
and on the manufacture of that useful article.] 

OninONS CONCKRNINO MAHUFAOTUBia — 
OPKRATION or THKM. 

The gentlemen in this, as in otlier parts of 
Scotland, under the influence of old feudal pre- 
judices, had originally been extremely hostils 
to all manufacturing and mercantile transao- 
tions. But the enormous increase of rsats 
occasioned by manufactures, and the rise on all 
articles of subsistence, had conquered thsss 
hostilities, and of late years they had vety 
generally afforded unqualified favour and pto- 
teetion to the propoeers of new establishmsats 
in the way of mannfaotnrs. Two material sir- 




lU 



AGRICULTURAL AYRSHIRE, 1793. 



eomstances, however, have occurred to damp 
their seal in theae eogagemeQts. 

In the first place, it is necessary to consider 
every country and every branch of public 
operation under the different gradations of an 
advancing, sUtionary, and declining state. 
During the former of those periods, the augmen- 
tation of manufactures operates with most salu- 
tary impulse on every branch of agricultural 
improvement and of public prosperity. During 
the second, they may be considered as in a kind 
of neutral sUte, but in the last, or declining 
period, they become a serious burden and dis- 
tress on every order of the community. This 
is verified by hard experience in some provinces 
of England where every proposal of a new 
manufacture is considered as a grievance and 
injury committed against the proprietory 
interest. 

DDADVANTAOES ATTKNDINO MANUFACTUIUCS. 

Although Ayrshire and the Lowlands, on the 
west of Scotland, have for many years 
ssperienced a rapid and progressional improve- 
ment, yet every casual check to circulation, 
every aecidentad overstrain or injury to credit, 
fnmi whatever cause arising, has constantly 
subjected the country to the distressful scene ef 
nomberless manufacturers grumbling, unem- 
ployed, and destitute. 

In the present instance, speculations in 
cotton, muslin, iron, glass, and other articles 
had been stretched to an extravagant degree. 
The quantity of spare money and growing opu- 
lence of tlie country occasioned an extreme 
facility of crediL The banks were led to grant 
oash accounts, or to discount bills almoet with- 
ont restriction. The consequences were that 
every man engaged in profitaole speculation no 
sooner gained a sum than, instead of consider- 
ing it as a capital to yield an established income, 
be expended it, with as much more as he could 
borrow or procure, in extending his adventures, 
trotting slways to the growing increase of 
advantage. Thus a man who had gained 
L. 20,000 by twisting cotton yam with Ark- 
wriffht's maohineiT, would builcf another mill of 
double power, and expend L. 20,000 besides the 
profit he had made. By these means, instead of 
MOominff more easy and comfortable in his cir- 
onmstances, every new success involved him in 
additional adventures and consequent embarass- 

mcnt. 

While seneral prosperity pervaded every 
branch of business, the excess of enterprise and 
dnily failures which oc cur red were only con* 
jilisiiiil as indications of individnal extravaganoe 



or accidental misfortune. But the first pnblio 
•vent occasioning a paose among the speenlatoffi, 
which happened to oe a declaration of hostilitiss 
on the part of France, acted like the injection of 
cold water into a steam engine ; condensed the 
nnsubstantial vapour, and the whole fabrie 
came tumbling dewn. 

OOKDUCr OF THE BANKS — 8TATB OF C&SOIT. 

The chartered banks of Scotland, in imitaUsA 
of the bank of England, finding that the minor 
operators had trenched on their advantaniL 
and observing also that the competition had 
involved them in a credulous and hasardoos 
excess of circulation, acting with a predpitanoy 
only equalled by their preceding relaxation, in- 
stantly recalled the credits they had so largely 
ffranted. Thus a oountrv which, a few months 
before, enjoyed the heyday of prosperity, was 
suddenly cramped and palsied in every opera- 
tion. Traders, manufacturers, miners, grasiefs» 
farmers, and landholders, all of whom had over* 
strained their speculations, found, like Alnasoar, 
that their basket full ot brittle contents was 
broken. The consequences were that a clamovr 
was attempted to be raised against the most 
just, necessary, and unavoidable war in whieh 
this country ever was engaged ; at a moment 
too when the consequencee of hostility oonid 
not possibly have materially affected any 
individuaL Against this position, it is presuned 
that no one will contend, except those who 
would rather hazard civil strife or invaaion at 
Lome than hostility abroad. Sober and refleel- 
ing men, however, recollect that many of those 
speculators who have failed for several hna- 
dred thousand pounds were never worth as 
many pence at any period of their existenoa. 
That the stoppage wtiich occurred some years 
ago in the cotton manufactory originated in tha 
same causee, and as far as it extended proved 
equally severe, although the country then 
enjoyed profound and general peace. Aboea 
all, that in the year 1^2, the contains dis- 
temper of overstrained adventure, similar la 
that which has come to a crisis in 1798^ 
involved the country in general disaatarp 
although the kingdom had not then been < 
in war for a period of 13 years. 

Theee facts undoubtedly expose the 
principle which has governed this oonntrj 
respecting debts and drcnlation. The oradilsr 
it betrayM into pernicious oonfidenoe by savata 
anaetments against the person of the dahlac; 
who in his turn is allnred oy the ruinous facility 
with whieh credit is obtained, by habita af 
aslravaganoe, or ill-founded hopea of irrsfralsr 
adfBBtage. In formar times, the aoal fatlooal 
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im|>rovement was checked by a total want of 
orrait, even to the moet responsible persons. 
At present, the country is periodically con- 
vulsed by shocks, failures, and stagnations 
arising from a defective and disordered dvstem. 
Indeed, the acts in force on the subject of debts 
and debtors would tempt one to suppose that a 
writ and a bumbailiff were considered as speci- 
fios for every evil which creditors or the country 
at large can sustain from such transactions. 

[NoTK. — Some purse-proud persons, talking of 
their wealth, were answere<l by a Glasgow 
merchant, who humoroiuslv boosted that he 
owed more than all of them were worth. 
This seems to be the prevailing sentiment 
which governs the mercantile, manufacturing, 
and, I may add, the agricultural proceeilings 
of the country. The example of France 
might have taught us that whenever the dis- 
bursements exceed the receipts, whether in a 
public or private capacity, the consec^uences 
must be ruinous. rerhapH it might oe more 
for our permanent interests rather to imitate 
the practice of Holland, where every man's 
exertions are proportioned to his means, and 
where no man can preserve his character and 
he in debt.] • 

DANOKROCS PRINCIPLKS PRKVAIMSfi AMONC 
MANrKACTUKEKS. 

But there is another point of view in which 
the manufacturing part of the community are 
still more liable to imputation. It is by this 
class that every doctrme of subversion has 
been cherished ; and it is only from the 
same source that the established orders seem 
to dread any disturbance. When persons 
of this description, joined by others of distem- 
pered minds, insult society with permanent 
sittitigs, bulletins, secret committees, sections, 
municipalities, conventions, and tocsins, to 
which, nad they proved successful, theCiuillotine 
in due season would have been ailded, it is time 
for the sounder part of the community to form 
a phalanx round the Throne in defence of the 
constitution. For it is to be hoped that the 
subverters in this country will not, like the 
murderers in France, find a set of dastards, 
ready to shrink from their atrocities, or tamely 
submit to robbery and slaushter. In this coun- 
try we may flatter ourselves that if matters 
ever come to extremity every good subject will 
be found, in the words of Shakespeare, "at 
least with harness on his back !" 

The result from this deduction is, that what- 
ever benefits eventuallv mav have accrued to 
the enliiTaikm of Ayrshire from the stimulus 



of manufacture, still it is a dangerous instru- 
ment of improvement, while the plough and 
the spade have never threatened any peril to 
the country. 

So far, however, from wishing to disjoin tliese 
interests, it ever has been my desire to sec; them 
moving hand in hand — at this very moment, 
in conjunction with other proprietors, beins 
engaged in every possible exertion to establish 
a harbour at the Troon, on thi-t coast, and a 
canal from thence to Kilmarnock. And I trust 
ere long another shall take place from Irvine to 
Paisley, so as to give every ail vantage to the 
circulation of manufacture and produce in the 
county. 



con'cludim; obskuvations- 

TIIK PKOrLK. 



L'lIAKAtTKR OK 



It only remains for me to oflfer some conclud- 
ing observations on the character and ha1>itii of 
the different classes int<» which the inlinbitants 
of Ayrshire are divide<l. 

From the facts alreaily stattnl, it ntUBt appear 
that they are neither deficient in activity nor in 
enterprise, and that little more is wanting than 
to direct those valuable tendencies to pro|)er 
punxMies. The indolence of former times, and 
teuoal prejudices am<»iig the upitt^r orders, 
which formed lines of (lenuirkatiou and repul- 
sion between them, have fortunately been 
modulated into more active and vany habits 
Improvements in dress, living, and conveniences 
of life have increased licyond all cre<Iibility. 
But the manners and morals of the different 
ranks have by no means ameliorated in the same 
proportion. On the contrary, the civil cordial 
manners of the former generation are wearing 
fast awav, and in their place is sulwtituting 
a regardless, brutal, and democratic harsh- 
ness of demeanor. The former race, it i» 
true, wasted their time in sauntering diversiona 
ill smiths' shops and changehouses. But a 
strong spirit of religion, and deep impressions 
of morality, not unmingled with some portion 
of austerity, preserve<r the general character 
more free from crimes and gross enormities than 
the people of any country in Europe, perhaps 
those of Switzerland alone excepted. 

A variety of circumstances have concurred to 
efface these impressions. The trade of smug- 
glinff, which, to a great extent, long prevails 



on this coast, naturally introduced a loosen 
of practice and opinions. Hence arose the per- 
nicious custom of drinking spirits, so generally 
prevailing as almost entirely to have excludea 
the consumption of ale and beer. These evils 
wereex tended and confirmed by the distiUerisSt 
which, though checked in their progress by 
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ariaea from the fraiiiti iinJ perjury i 
quenlly oc<atiflnp<l by the mode in which the 
buvneaa of the cilntoma uiil eioise u conducted. 
To iheae is udilnA b great incraau of deKliog* 
ta,\ tnuudivtioiu ill every line of life. The 
levelling iDHUDuni m prevnlenl nmong mnnufac- 
tureni, the freiiiiciiliiig of fain anrl markets, the 
nunilierleu j»tl>iiig>, salea, auil )nrgH<iii, all 
t«nil tn lulMtitule n turn for ipuoulution in 
pUce of the anher, steoily principles of onler 
uiil ea-ononiy which Doctor A<liun Hmith. in his 
excellent trentiaeoD Mi>nlS«ntimcn(8. eiprevily 
■tatei UK conttitutin^ the esucntial iiigre<neDt »r 
miller the •listinvtiVE chanwter of virtue al tnch. 
iiig w> the lower claaae* of the |ieuple. From 
whence, tnnt grest niithority avers, Ihey 
net-er cui iluviate without min lo their familiei, 
lieuomiog h cliiigrace am) liunlen on the country, 
or falling a pruv "o the moat <li«olutc nn.l 

|\oTK.— Tim inoi LV of tntnsot^tiona, anil ila 
mtturikl coDiKijiienL-i'Uliuatinn, iswjgreal ihat 
40 cauwM arc ofli'ii .ult'ocateil in • week 
K'fore the Sheriff loiirt, and there are not 

iKfnre thai trihunnl.] 

To i-ornrl these evils will reiiuire > bt'tler 
anil more syntemntic )>laii of eilacaliun than 
hitherto hai'l-eeii a<l<i)>te<l. The people of this 
coiiiilr>' haie ever liei-u iliol in(niishe<I for a 
lauiUliK' •lesiru tn priviiie iualiiietion, insomuch 
thai the [wonwl per^Mw will frujiieiitly starve 
themselves to eilneale their cliililren. 

It is uiuluulite'lly iuenmlient on the Du)>ltr to 
grant siieh nivalis of eilucalioo to iouiviiliiols 
aa nKiy eiitble tliein lo l>ocome useful n>eni1>er« 
of society. It is the immediate duty of the 
landholders in «very p.iri«h to see not only thai 
the poor an.' pmperly maintained, but that the 
i-hildren l<e inalruclvil in principles of aouud 
religion and morality i thiit they Iw Intinod to 
iniliistry, iiiid affonkil mennr nl useful informa- 
tion, afLipteil to their capacities and aituntioD. 
[Vote.- On this principle the inhabitants of 

the Uiiilnl American States have dilfnsed a 

mam of knowledge through evcty district of 



schoolmasters are hj no means adequate. Men 
of capacity and talenta can hardly be expeet«(l 
to waste their lives in the taborions task of 
teacbingfora smaller sum than they conld earn by 
handycrafL Beaides a house and garden, and 
the naual salary at present, not moTe than 6L or 
81. yearly, sometimes aaemented by the trifling 
perquisitics uf parochial ofGoes, they ought to 
have an a-lditiun of emolument by an inctnas* 
of salary. No man should be nominated bnt 
such aa is capable of making reports, surveys, 
estimates, keeping statistical registers sind 
rocords, and other operations, bv wbkll be 
might better his condition, and M nsefnl to 
individuals and the public^ It is frequently 
remarkeil too. in tliit part of the country, that 

the riaiog generation, rather enconnkging them 
in rough and boorish incivilitieB,tlianin those acts 
of reciprocal kuidnessand urbanity, which afford 
"""■'■"■' ' pleasing charactaristic of any 



clergy of this county the pnl^ ii 
l>ted, and may derive still fartlwi 



leray, with a piiwer 
selection of schoolmaatcrs, anUregnlar eiamina- 
tioDS of the pmgreu tnaile by the scholan, 
would check the growth of these disordera. 

To tho clert . 

much iiideUed, and may derive still fartlwr 
Iwnetit from their exertions. The intelligeooe 
aad understanding which distinguish the indi- 
viduab of this deserveiUy respected order, to- 
gether with their ,irofesBional mteroonrse among 
■11 classes of llipir parishioner*, rentier them 
peculiarly a>lapte<l for the propasatian of useful 
knowleilge, not in matters of rerigion only, btit 
touching t'^inporal cooecrns unnneeted with the 
welfare of the community. The valuable 
Statistical reimrts which yon have received fram 
the ministers of every parish in this oonnty, 
with theexceptiononly ofuT 



Unfortunately in this ctnuitry, aa in olber 
districts of theking<lom, the provisioas for Iba 



supply, there are aboul 180 { 

desoriplion* (of whom 1 14 are voters) halongiu 
to the i-onnly, with etUtes from ItXU. or AIOL 
to 30,00ril. p'r ttHHvm. 
EHwTK.— Tb re are also .1 or tf I'cers faniiliea, of 

gwat property.) 
NoTK.— The largest estates in the county are 

about 10,00(4. per annum; hut the hoMcn of 
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them have property in other coanties, which 
make their income 20,O0OL per annum.] 

Several of theee familiet have been of very 
ancient standing, but the greatest number of old 
fMnilies have, within the present century, been 
ohliged to sell their property, embarrassed by 
the reigning spirit of conviviality and specula- 
tion disproportioned to their income. 

(Non. — Many farmers have remained on the 
same lands for 300 or 400 years, and every 
right-minded landlord gives of course the 
preference to old tenants. It is difficult, 
however, to obtain any considerable rise of 
rent, or to introduce a system of improvement, 
bat by means of new ones. ] 

Indeed, considering the expencc and inatten- 
tion to aff&irs connected with the situation of a 
eoontry gentlemen, and natural tenrlency of 
connting upon imaginarv rentals long before 
thejy become real ones, mcluding too the pre- 
vaiunff course of entertaining, ciriuking, bunt- 
ing, electioneering, show, ec^uipage, and the 
concomitant attacks upon the purse, and mis- 
M>pUcation of the time, it appears surprising 
that any property unentailed should remain 
above two generations in the same succession, 
especially in this part of the island inhere the 
gentry have not, as in England, the resource 
of clearing from time to time their pecuniary 
embarrassments by large sales of timber from 
their woods, hed^ rows, and plantations. 

Without adoptmg any feudal predilection for 
birth and family, it surely seems desirable that 
ooorses which have prove<l generally ruinous to 
the interest of proprietors, and in conse<£uence 
have been attendea with such serious checks to 
cultivation and interruptiuns to prosperity, 
shoald be corrected. 

The country has a right to look to this class 
of men, not only for stability of character, 
urbanity of manners, and thu sentiment of 
hononr and humanity, which constitutes the 
liberal features of a gentleman, but for the 
enoonraffement of all that is excellent in arts, 
embelliuiing or useful in the intercourse and 
transactions of human life. In the present 
state of things, men of high degree are only 
respected in proportion as they possess these 
qualities. When they happen to be marked 
bv unpolished manners, or oisgraceful conduct, 
they excite uj other sentiments than those of 
indignation or contempt. 

Unfortunately, the landed proprietors in this, 
as in all other quarters of tne Kingdom, were 
formerly aoeostomed to consider themselves, in 
respect of their estates, as merely Fruges coii- 
ntmert naii, and in general were incUned to 



think that they had nothins more to do than 
draw their rents and spend tnem, unmindful of 
the obligations imposed by the intimate rela- 
tion which they hold with the prosperity 
and welfare of the country. But now a 
better spirit has gone forth amons them, 
and undoubtedlv, when such strons enaeavours 
have been made to decompose the principles 
and elements of which all civilised society is 
compounded, it requires the best exertions of 
every well-intentioned individual to prevent so 
mischievous a process fi-om being carried into 
effect. Landholders, whatever their pursuits in 
life may Ite, sre now generally conscious that 
they owe their first duties and attentions to 
their tenants and estates. It is just matter of 
reproach for any man to l)o ignorant or careless 
in his trade, more particularly when the riffht 
performance of that trade involves the welfare 
of the most useful class of men, and the means 
of subsistence on which the whole community 
depends. 

KXAMPLKS OK KN«L.\XI>, IKKLAND, .\N1> TUB 

IIIOHLANDS. 

If it could l>e necessary to enforce st) plain a 
truth, the landed interest of this county might 
receive abundant admonition from the examples 
of England, Ii eland, and the Highlands of 
Scotland. 

In the greatest part of England all the ties of 
intimacy and attachment Initween the hindlord 
and the renter are entirely broken, to the iletri- 
ment of both. In Irclan<l, at lea^it in many 
parts of it, owing to the evil system under 
which the land is let, neglect of e<lucution, and 
other circumstances, originating perhaps from 
inattention or misconduct in the landholders, 
the actual occupiers of the soil are pf>or and 
wretched, and impoverish the most fertile parts 
of the three kingdoms, often endangering the 
lives of any persons who attempt to improve 
their country or themselves. In the Highlands 
of Scotland a system and order of society did 
prevail, which, although unfriendly to the arts 
of cultivation, calletl forth some of the best 
principles and warmest attachments of the 
numan heart, uniting, by mutual claims of per- 
manent regards, the different classes, nndtr «urh 
i^rowj conitt^rfiouM and nice (ief>emUnnfM as 
nothing but the a\'arice, extravagance, and in- 
attention of the higher ranks could have 
dissolved. 

Perhaps the best blessings which your Board 
can possibly bestow upon the country will arise 
from restoring to their proper order thote 
necessary relations, which never can be inverted 
without detriment and danger. As the Diplom- 




138 



AGRICULTURAL AYRSHIRE, 1793. 



atic Body were rendered eiiiiDently useful in 
France by collecting important political infor- 
mation in other states for the use of that kins- 
dom, so it is to be hope<l that the Britiui 
Government, by means of your lioard, will pro- 
cure for us a mass of knowledge on the general 
subjects of improvement, unequalled in any 
other age or country. 

[N'/TE. — See particularly the valuable work 
called ** Memoires conccruant les impositions 
et Droits en Europe. "] 

At all events, the public trusts to your 
establishment for diflusing every useful fact 
and ascertaining every solid principle that 
ought to regulate the management of laud and 
its productions. At the same time, the enersv 
with wliich your career has opened affords well- 
grounded expectation that you will persevere, 
under the impression so happily described by a 
classical author, who thought nothing done 
while anything remaine<l to be performed — 

yU aetvut rrputans, n tptid 9up*rt*ttef affenduit*. 



8TATIHTIC8 OK 



THE VALUATION 
OF ATRSIIIRK. 



AM» CONTK.NTS 



Subj^>ined to Col. Fullartou's work is a 
"Statistical Table of the Valuation and Con- 
tenU of Ayrshire." The "ContenU" are 
descrilMMl as :— **Carrick, 201,603 Scotch acres, 
equal to 'i-n^MO English acres ; Coil, 192,440 
Scotch, or 241,020 English acres ; Cnniugliame, 
130,837 Scotch, or 164,480 EngUsh acres. 
Total acres in Ayrshire, 526,603 Scotch, or 
662,065 English. 

The following is the Valuation of the Par- 
ishes. Except where specified as ** Scotch " the 
valuation is ** n»al " : — 

Carrick.— Maylwle, £0440 Os 7d (Scotch) ; 
Straiton, £3000 ; Rirkmichael, about £3000 ; 
Girvan. £3200 ; Daily, £3300 ; Bar, 1493 5t 
(Scotch); Culnioncll, £1100; Kirkoswald, £4000; 
Ballantrae, £2000. 

Coil. — NIonkton, including I*restwick, £2500; 
CVaigie, including Barnwell, £4000 ; Riccarton, 
£43:^ ; Auchinleck, £3462 15s 4d (Scotch) i 
Gahiton, £6000 ; Symonton, £3000 ; Coilton, 
£2000 ; Tarboltou. £6239 Urn 4d (Scotch); 
Mairkirk, £1400 ; OM Cumnock, £3000 ; New 
Cumnock, £3500 ; Ochiltree, including Stair, 
£7845 6s (Scotch) ; Dalmellington, £1700 ; 
Mauchline, £3500 ; Some £5232 (Scotch) ; 
Dundonald, including Corsbie Fullarton, £6500; 
Dalrymple, £1979 8s 2d (Scotch) ; St Quivox, 
£3600 ; Ayr, £3700 ; Newton-OD-Ayr — no 
rvturn. 



CuNUiOHASiK.— Dreghome, £3168 14s lOd 
(Scotch); Kilmaurs, £5000; Dnnlop, £3000; 
Loudoun, £5695 14s 4d (Scotch) ; Kilbimie, 
£2905 (Scotch); Stevenston, £1200; Kilwinninff, 
£6000; Stewarton, £7000 ; Kilmarnock, includ- 
ing Fenwiok, £5400; Beith, about £5000; 
Irvine, £1988 12s (Scotch) ; Kilbride, £2530 ; 
Dairy, £6350 ; Ardrossan, including SaltcoaU, 
£2840 16« 8d (Scotch) ; Largs, £a8oi 168 2d 
(Scotch). 

The remainder of the statistics are best given 
in parishes. It will be seen tliat the returns 
are largely incomplete : — 

CARRICK. 

M A YBOLE.— Number of souls, 3750 ; jpopula- 
Uon in 1755, 2058; length in miles, 12; hntAtU 
in miles, 7. Soil, various. Much light an<I 
improvable land. 

Straiton. — Numljer of souls, 934 ; proprie- 
tors, 7; farmers, 33; cows, 2100; sheep, 20,000; 
population in 1755, 1123 ; collection for poor, 
£30 ; length, 15 miles ; breadth, 7 milea. 
Chiefly pasture. Wild moon. Sow 600 quar- 
ters of grain. One farm of 6000 acres renlM at 
£50. 

KiRKMicHAEL.— Numljer of souls, 956 ; pro- 
prietors, 6 ; paupers, 20 ; population in ufiS, 
710; collection for poor, £30 ; extent in Scotch 
acres, 10,(X)0. Chieflv pasture. About 1400 
acres under tillage. Land lets from Ss to lOn 
per acre. Few horses, few sheep, chiefly 
cattle. 

GiRVAN. — Number of souls, 1725 ; proprie- 
tors, 10; farmers, 78 ; paupers, 36; cows, r700; 
sheep, 5000 ; population in 1755, 1193 ; ooUrc- 
tion for poor, £41 ; lensth, 9 miles ; breadth, 6 
miles. Two- thirds hilly pasture. Low parts 
arable. Along the shore aoundaoce of coal and 
lime. \ 

Daily.— Number of souls, 1607; proprietors, 
8; horses, 150; cows, 1450 ; sheep, 5000; popn- 
lation in 1755, 839 ; length, 6 miles ; breadth, 
near 6 miles ; extent in Scotch acres, 17,000. 
Soil, various. Great part arable. Large tracts 
of moor. Plenty of coal, lime, and marie. 

Bar. -Nuniber of souls, 750 ; farmers, 46 ; 
cows, 2000 ; slieep^ 25,000 ; population in 1755, 
K58. Dry. hilly pasture. Some parU arable. 
Fall of Ume. 

Colmonkl.— Number of souls, 1100; propria- 
tors, 17 ; farmers, 116 ; paupers, 24 ; horMS, 
232 ; cows, 2900 ; sheep, 12,000 ; populatioo to 
1755, 1814 : collection for poor, £20 ; length, 
14 milet; breadth, 6 miles. Number of ploogbt, 
106. Hilly pasture; the bottoms arable. 

RiRftOSWALO.— Number of souls, 1335 ; pro- 
prietors, 8; farmers, 102 ; paupers, 21 ; hoTMi, 
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JOO ; population in 1756, 1168 ; length, 6 miles ; 
•stent in Scotch acres, 1 1 ,000. Fine land along 
tlM ^ors, capable of great improvement. 

Ballant&as. — Number of souls, 770; horses, 
200.; cows, 3000 ; sheep, 12,000 ; population in 
1756, 1040; length, 10 miles. Ten miles square. 
About 12,000 arable acres. Only 800 are now 
in tillage. Extends 10 miles along the shore. 

COIL. 

MoNKTON, including Prest wick.— Number of 
•onls, 717 ; proprietors, 7, besides 30 freemen 
of Prest wick; farmers, 30; paupers, 12; horses, 
92 ; cows, 220; sheep, 250; population in 1755, 
lltti ; collection for poor, £22 ; length, 4 
~"" ; breadth, 2^ miles ; extent in Scotch 
3500. Greatest part arable, excepting 

id hills on the shore. Population in 1755, 
incloding Newton-on-Ayr, now separate. 

Craioik, including Barnwell — Num1)er of 
•ouU, 700; proprietors, 16; paupers, 12; horses, 
246; eows, 738; population in 1755, 551; collec- 
tion for poor, £20; extent in Scotch acres, 5500. 
All arable. Full of coal and lime. Few sheep. 

RioCAKTON. — Number of souls, 1300 ; pro- 
prietors, 8 ; paupers, 15 ; hurses, 207 ; cows, 
848; sheep, W; population in 1755, 745 ; collec- 
tion for poor, £24 ; length, 6 miles ; breadth, 2 
miles ; extent in Scotch acres, 4736. All 
arable, except 138 acres. 60 ploughs, 131 carts. 
Coal and lime. Soil, deep clay. Farms from 
00 to 150 acres. 

AucHiyLBCK. — Number of souls, 775 ; pro- 
prietors, 13 ; farmers, 72 ; horses, 220 ; cows, 
1000 ; sheep, 12,000 ; population in 1755, 887 ; 
loiffth, 18 miles; breadth, 2 miles. Great part 
arable, clay soil. Large tracts of heath. Coal 
and lime. 

G ALSTON.— Number of souls, 1577 ; nroprie- 
tors, 50 ; farmers, 100 ; sheep, several thous- 
ands ; population in 1755, 1013 ; collection for 
poor, £40 ; length, 13 miles ; breadth, 5 miles. 
Aboire 7000 arable acres. Remainder high and 
moorish. No beggars. Occasional aid to old 
and lick persons. Two societies for relief of 
members onable to work. 30 acres of flax. 7 
com miUs. 

Htmonton. — Number of souls, 610 ; proprie- 
tors, 16; tenants, 25 : paupers, 12; horses, 120; 
eows, 600; sheep, 200; population in 1755, 359; 
ooUaction for poor, £2? ; length, 4 miles ; 
breadth, 1} miles; extent in Scotch acres, 2900; 
all arable, olav soil. Two mills. Two ale- 
hooicw No felonies for many years. Cheese 
and batter annoally sold for £1270. 

CoiuiON.— Nvmber of souls, 667; proprietors, 
t; ficoMni 57; panpart, 10; horses, 115; oows. 



750; sheep, 1240; population in 1755, 527 ; col- 
lection for poor, £oO ; length, 7 miles ; breadth, 
2 miles ; extent in Scotch acres, 7080. Clay 
soil; tilly bnttom. 

Tabbolton. —Proprietors, 19 ; farmers, 130; 
horses, 386; cows, 1800; sheep, 500; population 
in 1755, 1365. Chiefly clay soil ; greatest part 
arable ; some heath. 

MuiRK IRK.— Number of souls, 1100; pro- 

Erietors, 14 ; horses, 75 ; sheep, 14,000 ; popu- 
ition in 175,'>, 745 ; length, 11 miles ; breadth* 
5 miles. All moorish. Full of coal, lime, and 
ironstone. 

Old Cumxcm'k. — Number of souls, 1632; pro- 
prietors, 6 ; piupers, 2.3 ; horses, 220 ; cowa, 
1000 ; sheep, 2U00 ; population in 175.">, 1.3.36 ; 
leugth, 10 miles ; breadth, 2 miles ; extent in 
Scotch acres, 10,000. Cold soil ; coal and lime. 
150 carts. Social dispensary for menil>ers 
unable to woik. 

Nkw CrMNOCK.— XumlHjr of souls, 1*200; 
proprietors, 10 ; fanners, 80 ; paupers, few ; 
horses, 400; cows, 1000; sheep, 20,000; popula- 
tion in 1755, 1497 ; collection for poor, £26 ; 
length, 12 miles ; brea<lth, 8 miles ; extent in 
Scotch acres, 50,000. High and moorish, 
itreatesi part not arable. 

OcHlLTRKK. —Number of so ils, 1150 ; pro- 
prietors, 10 ; paupers, 2i) ; population in 1755, 
1210; collection for poor, £36 ; length, 6 miles; 
breadth, 5 miles. Mostly arable ; only four 
grazing farms not arable. 

Stair. — Number of souls, 518 ; proprietors, 
6; tenants, 56; horses, 180; cows, 780; sheep, 
300; population in 1755, 309; hength, 6 miles ; 
breadth, 2 miles. Soil, stiff clay; grojitest part 
larable and enclosed. In the year 1736, when 
enclosing began, the people tlestroyed all the 
fences. 

DALMELLiNiiTON.— NumlMsr of souls, 681 ; 
proprietors, 4 ; paupers, 27 ; horses, 50 ; cows, 
800 ; sheep, 8000 ; nopulation in 1755, 739 ; 
length, 8 miles ; breadth, 3 miles Wild and 
moorish. 

Mauchline.— Number of souls, 1800; far- 
mers, 73; paupers, 30; horses, 240; cows, 
1080; sheep, few; population in 1755, 1169; 
collection for poor, £50; length, 7 miles; 
breadth, 4 miles. Surface flat ; soil, clay and 
arable. A Society for relief of those who oaa* 
not work. 

SoRNK.— Population in 1755, 1494. 

Dun DONALD (including Corsbie Fullarton). — 
Number of souls, 1317 ; proprietors, 16 ; ^r- 
mere, about 50 ; paupers, 7 ; norses, 355; cowb, 
1850; sheep, 1100; population in 1755,983; 
collection for poor, £36 ; length, 9 mUss s 
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brcatlili, 7 iiiilt'ii : ext«iit in .Scotch acres, ubout 
10.1100. .Soil varinus ; much rich lund ; part 
hilly ; oil the Hhore eamly. IGOO Knglisli acres 
ia rabbit warren. Coal, sea-tretd ; no lime. 

Dauiviiplk.— Number of aouls, 380; pro- 
prietor*, R ; [wmcra, 40 ; paupers, 7 ; popula- 
tion in IT-M, VKt ; collection for poor, £11; 
knglh, 6 miles; lireottlh, 2 mi lea. Soil not 
d«ep ; urable and improvable along the river 

-St. Qchox. — Number of nouls, 1450 ; pro- 
prietora, H ; fiiniiers, .10 ; pnupcn, 20 ; hor«CB, 
132; L-iiH's, 750: sheep, few; populalioa in 
1755. VKt; extent in Scotch acres, 3500; oil 
Arable; 1U4 carta. 

AVK.— Number of bouIb, 4100; proprietors, 
60; population in 1735, '29S4; collection for 
poor, £l.'iO (also contribute.1, £215) ; length, 4 
miles ; breadth, 2 milea ; extent in Scotch 
•cm, soon. Land all arable ; hospital for 60 

Srsoiii : 10 achooU, 250 scholars ; 76 ilubtors ; 
criminals ; 40 vagrants in 1700. A barred 
harliour. 

NawTON-os-Ays.— Numl-T of souls, 1689: 
paupera, Id ; collection for poor, £50 ; extent 
in .Scotch acres, 3511. Many vagrants ; 20 ola 

CUNINXHAME. 
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■ooU, 1147; pro. 



ririelors, 32 ; farmers. .W : Imrses, l.'iO ; eo««, 
4tU ; sheep, few ; populiiiioti in IT.u, lOM ; 
extent in .Scotch acres, 4400. All rich arable 
lud. 

l)iNi.iil-.— NiinilierofsonU. 779; proprietors, 
fi5; fanners, 68; honrs. 117: cows, ulnul 
lOOU; sheep, few; populali'.n in 1775, 77S ; 
ezlenl in Scolcli arres. 51&X Fine pasture 
Und. .Sell cheese to the value of £40in yeu-ly. 
AU arable, except aliout 8,'>0 acres. 

LoiDofN.-Numl«rof«.uls,2*)8; four-fifth* 
tbe property of the CounU-sn of Loudoun ; far- 
mers, 50; sheep, ItWIO : population in 17.W, 
)4W ; collection for poor. f-VI : length, 9 miles; 
breadth, 7 miles; extent in .Scotch a^res, 
10,000. Three- fourths arable, rest moss ; 250 
oarls : 4 diaw kilns ; much cial. John Barl of 
LiMidoun planted one million o( trees. 

KlLBiRME.— Number of suuN, 700; popala- 
tioo in 1775, 657. Une-tbird hill and moor, 
remaiuder good land. 

STtvuisToH.— Number of eonla, 2*25 ; pro- 
P^et^>r*,,7 ; farmers, 20 ; paupers, 12 ; hones. 



135 ; cows, 700 ; sheep, few ; popntation in 
1755, 1412 ; extent in Scotch acres, 3300. Oa 
tbe shore, the land sandy. A largo rabbil 
warren. Fine coal. 

KiLwinyiM) — Namber of sonis, 23G0 ; pro- 
prietors, 9, besides 60 feaers ; farmers, IK; 
paupers, 36; population in lifo, 2541 ; collec- 
tion for poor, £89 ; length. 9 miles ; breadth, 8 
miles. Rich land, all arable. 

Stkwakton.— Number of sonls, 3000; pro- 
prielors, 128 ; population in 1755, 2819 ; coUec- 
tion for poor, £40 ; extent in Scolch ocrea, 
about 10,000 ; 90 ploughs. Of the proprieton. 






IF feu 



Kiui A KNOCK.— Number of sonls, 6778 ; pr&- 
prielors, 24 ; farmers, 80 ; paupers, 80 ; honeo, 
.150; cows, 2000; sheep, a few handi*)]*: 
population in 1755, 4403 ; collection for poor, 
£100; extent in .Scotch acres, 6000; ale honsea. 
50. .WOO people manufacture goods worth 
£00.0UU annually. Soil a strong clay, oU 

FKNwiCK.--PopuUtioD in 1755, 1113. Pwtlr 
clay, partly moor and moss. 



poor. £45 ; length, 5 miles ; breadth, 4 mile*. 
All arable. .Sell cheese to the amonni of £4000 
per annum. Coal and lime. AI»ut the year 
1760 sold linen yam worth £16,000 annnall*. 
3 charitable aswicialioDS. 

Iuvim: -Numlicr of souls, 4500; popalation 
in 17.W, 402.-.; length, 5 miles; brewltb, 2 
mile a. A rmatl shallow harbour. Several 
charitable associations. The inhabitant* 
industrious and affluent, without manufactnr**. 

KiLBRiDK.— Number of snuK 1276; proprie- 
tors, 19 ; ramiera, 40 ; paupers. 7 : horses, 196: 
cows, S20; sheep, 2000; {■■ipulation in I7SL 
8S.'i I length, 6 miles; l.r.M.lth. 3 milea. AD 
hilly. Quantities of (lax r.iiu',!, usually sow* 
after pouioes. 70110 vnrdi of cloth onntullj 
•old, worth about Is 3d p.-r y^ird. 

Uai.rt.— Number of «"u]". JOOO; proprietoi% 
90, one of whom hnx ■>iie-iliird of pariah; 
horses, 300 ; cows. lOO" : s i-. gi. 1300 ; popok- 
tion in I7.'>5, I4US: cl! .-...,. f..r poor, £00; 
extent in Scotch acrvz., .J.nit 12,000. Abo«t 
one-thinl not arable. i.jKiindvr good laodi 
capsblo of KTcat imprini meiit. Coal ood liBM 
in every part of the piri- i. 

Ardrossa:! [incluiliii;,' ~viltri>ats), — Nombar 
of souls, 1518 ; pr.ipi i.i r.. 8 ; fanners, SI ; 

rpcra, 12 J populaiiKii i , 17.'i.'>. 1297 ; length 
niles; breadth, 2 im. Port of SoltocKU 

null, bat capable oi ' a improveMMBk 
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Oreftt quantities of coals shipped for Ireland. 
Kine-tenths arable, bnt chiefly in pasture. 

LaBOS.— Number of souls, 1139; population 
in 1756, 1164; length, 9 miles; breadth, 2 
milfls. Little cultivated. Extends along the 
<^e. 



VALUATION AND POPULATION. 

Valuation of the coanty certified by John 
Boswell, Esq., clerk, £191,605 Oa 7d Scotch. 
Real Rent, supposed lo be between £150,000 
and £160,000 sterling annually. Population in 
1755, 59,009 souls ; ditto in 1791, Uking Some, 
Fenwick, and Tarbolton as in 1755, 73,892. 



MINUTES OF IMPROVEMENT ON 

AYRSHIRE ESTATES. 



(y<yn. -.Before leaving the subiect of early 
agricultural improvement, it will be interest- 
ing to subjoin copies of the Minutes of 
Improvement on the estates of Gadgirth, 
Dumfries House, Drongan, Kilkerran, and 
Newifield. These we reproduce from * The 
Ayrshire Agriculturist' of 1843. They 
appeared originally in what the editor of the 
•Agriculturist* calls ** An old and scarce 
publication," and, as will be seen, carry us 
further back in the eighteenth century than 
does the treatise of Colonel Fullarton.] 

OADGI&TH, 1777. 

(By the late Rev. Mr Steele.) 

1 have not been an extensive farmer, but have 
taken some pains with a large tmct of very 
poor land, whereof I became proprietor in the 
jear 1740. It was quite covered with furze 
and short heath of hard tilly bottom, but easily 
reduced by frost, summer heat, and repeated 
idonghings. Af ler having enclosed, and divided 
it with ditch and hedge, in a manner afterwards 
described, and in such a direction an might 
beet carry off the water that could not pass 
through the hard bottom, I next hoed out the 
fane, gathered them in heap«i upon the 
ground, then ploughed out with eight oxen, 
oroeB ploughed it, and, with a heavy triangular 
bfake, tore the lumps to pieces, until nothins 
but the coarse vegetable part remained, which 
I also added to the heaps of firm roots turned 
up by the plough. These I burnt in the first 
dzj weather in the spring ; and having twice 
ploughed the ridges to about six feet broad, I 
jowed oats in the end of March, and scattered 



the ashes I had from the burnt heaps, harrow- 
ing them in with the grain. I hi^d upwards of 
seven quarters (Englisii) upon the acre, and 
upon grinding them iiad twenty-one pecks of 
meal mm the ouart^rr. 

I ploughed uown the stubble after harvest, 
gave it a smKll quantity of dung in tlie begin- 
ning of March after two pIoll^hing8, and sowed 
it with pease, covering them with a light fur- 
row, from which I had two quarters and a half 
Ser acre, with a good deal of straw. I ploughed 
own the stubble, which was U f l very rough ; 
next spring I ploughetl it twice, going deeper 
at every ploughing, anti raiseil some of the till 
bottom which was reduced by the seiusons, and 
helped to deepen the soil v hen iiK*or{X)rated 
witn it. I sowed it again with pease, without 
additional manure, and had a Initer crop than 
the former. 

Having got a good quantity of dung from the 
pease straw, wherewith 1 fed my oxtn to good 
advantage, I sowed l>ere, and hud a very good 
crop, but did not lay it down, is I furesaw that 
the seeds of furze and heaih v\«iuUl vegetate 
again unless they were, by fr> < ;• iit iilonghings, 
made to spring in order to th- p > . >ttueiiun by 
after plough ings, wtiich 1 • i!< . i hy alteiiiate 
crops of pease and l)ere, iuhiir. - m.i.iII quantity 
of Gung to the l>ere en^p, ai.<. ]• < n^hing three 
or four times to eacii cn»|>. i ?< i.nd that the 
additional plonghings, 1m yond v. i...( are usually 
given to crops of here, wire i.{;i i at least to 
the half of the dung tiiat is c< tnuKnly applied 
for raising here crops. V,y iiis course of 
management, having nmdc ti mi! (|Uite mel- 
low, and killed the see s m i ii|H>n it in its 
natural state, I laid it d<>Ui, after many 
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rloughings, with dung, here, and grass seeds ; 
had an excellent crop of here, and the two 
succeeding hay crops were remarkably good. 
This was my method with many wild nelus in 
the state above mentioned, which in succession 
were used in the same way. 

[Note. — I am not clear that the seed of whins 
can be totally destroyed by ploughins, even 
in the course of any given number of years, 
as my own experience teaches me that whins 
resume their place after tweuty years' tillage 
and cropping with com.] 

As to the grounds which have been scratched 
and scourged by the tenants before I came to the 
possession of it, they were such poor hungry 
objects, and so cursed for the sake of their 
former persecutors, as made me despair of ever 
rousing them into a state of vigour and fer- 
tility ; for even resting did them little or no 
good. The means of enriching them was not 
easily had, lime being very distant and expen- 
sive. 

Ploughing was the chief measure I ha<l 
recourHe to ; and having given it a small 
quantity of dung, after several ploughings, I 
sowed it with pease, and had a tolerable crop. 
I turned down the stubble before winter, and 
gave it one furrow in the spring, which brought 
It to a proper state for pluuting potatoes, which 
I did at four feet distance between the rows, 
horse-hoed the interstices, and hand- hoed about 
the plants. I did not give them above a thinl 
part of the dung that is usually applied for 
wheat or barley. The ground is hereby thor- 
oughly fallowed, *and the crop has always 
amounted to above forty bolls upon the Scots 
acre; which lieing sold, even at the low price of 
sixpence i>er peck, weighing equal to four pecks 
of meal, makes a good return, especially as the 
weeds arc destroyed, the soil pulverised, and 
made tit for carrying a good crop of wheat with 
one furrow without any manure. The potatoes 
are taken otf in the end of September, and the 
wheat sown immediately. Ii the land is laid 
up in ridge through the winter, barley may be 
sown ill the spring without further manure. 

I follow the same plan with turnip, and sow 
barley or here in the sprins, the turnip being 
ate otf by the middle of .March, having given 
the ffrouud two furrows. 

The method I follow as to kail is much the 
same. A% early as the state ot ground will 
permit, I lay it up in ridges before winter. I 
sow white pease oi all kinds in separate drills, 
and beans of all kinds in other drills, keeping 
Ui« kinds separated. This being done with 
dung in the drills, about the middle of February 



I plough the inter-spaces several timet, as th» 
crops require, until the end of June. I then 
plant cabbage and kail of all kinds on the sides 
of the drills, which do no hurt to the crops, 
and are not hurt by them ; and when the pease 
and beans are taken off, the kail have full room 
to spread, and their roots to penetrate into the 

Pin the drills. I have by this method as 
crops of each of these as if they were 
all in separate rows. The kail, though four 
feet distant in the rows, came to meet in the 
beginning of October, and came to a very great 
sue. They are not hurt by the severest &ost, 
except perhaps some of the cabbages ; the 
ground is quite covered by them; and when the 
garden crops of greens last year were all de- 
stroyed by frost, I did not lose one plant. 

Havinff limestone to bring from Ayr in the 
spring, I sent a sreat parcel of kail to be sold 
in the street, and had about £3 sterling for aa 
acre, besides a great deal I applied to my own 
use. I feed my milk cows with them in froat» 
when the turnip cannot be raised. 

After two ploughings in April, I sow barley 
or here with very good success. I have tried 
the re<l Jamaica yam in the same waVi *nd have 
upward of a hundred of increase. They are not 
reckoned so good for eatinc as the potato, bat 
are equally good for cattle of all kinds, and 
they are all fond of them. I had many of them 
this season weighing three pounds of twenty- 
four ounces each. They grew so strong and 
thick in the stalks, and took so much earth to 
support them, as to make it needful to put 
them at six feet distance in the rows, and two 
feet in the drill, for the future. 

As to the method of managing ground already 
improved, I have little to add to what has beeD 
written by very good hands, and genersilj 
known, however little practised. In applying 
lime, I find that a small quantity scatterca 
equally on the ploughed surface, and harrowed 
in with the gram with the last bout, has a mucb 
better effect than a great quantity applied in 
any other way. 

As to the management of grass fields after 
they are laid down, I, in that, as in ever3rthiiig 
else, lay aside systems, as they fetter invention, 
and stop the progress of improvement, which 
reason, attention, and steadiness only can pro- 
mote. 

As I have a great deal of coal culm, or smaO 
coal, left above ground from coal pits I haw in 
that field, I bum it in heaps, stilt adding more 
aa the fiire breaks out, until I have a great 
qoantity of aahes that have been bomiiig lor 
•ereral montha. In place of dung, I laj ihtm 
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in dritU for tamip, patting some of the mellow 
•Mtb above them before I sow the seed. And 
iMre I have the largest and best turnips I ever 
taw. These ashes, mixed with pigeon duug, 
bring, extremely good onions, garlic, shallot, 

or BNCLOSINO AND I'LANTIKG. 

My enclosures are most of t hem made with a 
ditch al>out five feet wide. I plant always two 
rows of thorn, the top of the thorns below 
thereby filling up the intt^rval betwixt the 
items of the two thorns above, and tluckens the 
hedge. I put a crab at about twenty feet dis- 
tance in the hedge-row, which I inoculvtcd 
with apples, from which I have the pleasure of 
blossom, without much fruit. About a foot 
above the thonis I pu^ in slips of diflferent roses, 
which do no hurt to the hedge, an<l are a very 
cheap ornament, especially on the sides "f roa<ls. 
As r gave every dyke a back drain of about a 
foot wide, I laid the turf or surface taken out of 
it on the side to keep up the earth that com- 
posod the dyke. About a foot and a half from 
It, I planted a row of well-grown trees, purlicu- 
larly beech, oak, elm, swbct chesnut, which I 
raised with great balls of their own earth. This 
not only secured their steadiness, but also their 

Jioick groHth, as they had a double surface to 
eed upon. This method I slill continue, a^ 
trees carefully planted in this way never fail, 
and make an amazing progress, whereof I have 
thousands of valid and thriving witnesses. I 
raise and nurse all my trees, and put them at 
SQch diHtances in the nursery a=» to be able to 
raise them with such a quantity of their own 
earth as not to hurt their fibres in the raising. 

Muet of the divisions I have made are done 
witn stri)M of planting. Such as extend to the 
length of an English mile, I have made li30 feet 
broafl l)etwcen hed^o and hedge, planting fifty 
feet on each hide, and leaving fifty feet of a walk in 
middle. The front lines next the walk are 
planted with beech and lime, and filled up be- 
nind, at an equal distance between the tront 
trees with laburnum, wild service, wild cornel, 
Jtc I plant the principal trees within the 
stripes, at about twenty feet distance, and fill 
np the intervals with all kinds of firs, leaving 
room to the pinaster to grow in its natural 
luxuriance, as its leaf keeps a perpetual verdure. 

When I first began to plant, I put in a good 
deal of birch, but have given that up, except a 
few of the weeping ones, as the seed of them 
tpresUU and infects the neighbouring grounds, 
and never came to any account, compared with 
tba 6rt, which, in twenty-five years from their 
batng fdMitad, I cut avray for oppressing better 



trees, and sold from one shilling to four 
shillings per tree, at the rate of £50 per yeai 
from ten acres, and so on through sixty years in 
rotation. The next clearing must yield much 
mor-j, as the good trees must be inr)re relieved. 
The birch, planted the same year, came to 
small account. I could not draw more than 
from a penny to a bhilling for each tree. They 
give but little shelter, though they adord a 
variety when thinly scattered among other 
trees. 

Others of my division btripes I make narrow 
or wide aceordin;; to their length ; and propor- 
tion the «»ize of my pbintations on the highest 
grounds suitable to the extent of tlieir siiinfuitb, 
and follow the circular or ov.il figim' of thorn 
with the fence wiiich bounds tiie plant it ion, 
making opens from the cvntre or not, acordiug 
to the beauty of the fjhj .ets tliat tan be seen 
from them. 

I give the ground srver.il plon^^ijin^s h-'T m? 
planting, which I uhvays «lo very near the 
surface, having sutFered inueii in my early 
pracUci' by put tin;; my trees it.Uj pil^. rraoliing 
the clay or till I»otiom, \>h »•• lliey stood in a 
basin of water through winter, and were 
thrown out of the ground or ehilhd h}- the 
frost. By following tlw ot'.cr m-lho I, | ji ive 
plantations more udvanc«.d m lill.i-n ^'ar;> ihan 
by that in thirty. 

I have heanl many gui'l:jhn e .mi»!. lining 
that so much beeeh is planted, und r«*:;'-ettinx 
that oak had not been put in il.s pi u e. an its 
l)ark is of such value and iis tinrKi i.tter. 
This will appci-r not to be \sell found. •.! if they 
consider that b.'ejh is oommonly. and indeed 
properly, placed in front lines of \valk.s or(»p;ns, 
and iK-ars dresbing to a regular f.>rm. Ti»«' oak 
will not iKjar this, and is more irre;j:ular in its 
growth, obstructing ihesiu'lit of anyOl.jeet that 
IS meant to be seen in the termination of a walk 
or opening. The Iweeh will grow win re oak 
will not, and that even upon the |H>orest sand 
or gravel, and will there ailvance more in ten 
years tlian the <»ak in f«»rty, to my eertaiu 
experience. Besitles, it is useful for purposes 
whi.h the other will not an«!Wor ; and it i» 
found upon trial that no timlx'r, even plait 
acer majus, or sycamore, or elm, makes Wttei 
pumps of all kinds than booch. The Iwauty ol 
Its iKirk, leaves, and shape of its head, say 
much in its favour. The Sorbis SUtxMria^ 
wild service, mountain ash, or rowan tree, I 
have planted in great numbers behintl the front 
trees in the openings of plantations. Their 
bark is of eoual value with that of the oak. Ita 
flower and truit recommend its beauty, and tha 
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thrash and blackbird are fond of its berries. 
I plant it alternately with the bird-cherry and 
laburnum, whose flower is beautiful, and its 
wood not inferior to mahogany both in colour 
and durability. 

Of all the trees I have planted, the larix is 
the quickest grower. I have many of them at 
thirty years of age eighteen inches diameter. 
Time has not yet tried the duration of the tim- 
ber ; but, for the compactness of its wood, its 
red colour an'l strength, it excels the fir, which, 
besides its beauty, should recommend it to be 
planted in sheltered places for ifs usefulnc8S. 
The Virginian, or Occidental platanus, is 
another very quick grower ; and though late in 
putting out its leaves in the sprins, is the 
uist tree that quits with them, ana has this 
peculiarity, that the leaves are never eaten by 
▼ermin. The oriental platanus is a ver^ slow 
frower, and much infenor to the other m this 
elimate. 

I shall only add to what I have said, a few 
observations as to my management of a piece of 
natural wood very near my house. It was 
diicHy occupied with Ijiamblo, black- thuru, aud 
stumps of old decayed trees, which left no 
possibility of pasturing cattle in it. I bargained 
for the trenching of twelve acres of it at £4 per 
acre, leaving the good trees a^ proper distances. 
After having burnt all the rubbiih in the 
spring, I scattered the ashes, and sowetl it with 
Polish oats, from whicli 1 had nine quarters per 
acre. Next year I ploughed it where the 
growing trees would permii, pointed about the 
roots of them, and soMed with oats again, with 
grass seeds, and hail a most luxuriant crop. 
The twig) of the ho wed trees and trashy grass 
being hereby kill»»tl, I had the followinjj 
two seiuioua « xtremely good hay, and 
since very go»>d pa-slure. The remaining 
tre<-H are in a more thriving slate than 
formerly, and ilie li» Id is very beautiful. 
It may Ik; of use to ol>servc that the blackthorn, 
after lieing treuche«i out, never springn again. 
Though broom and furze fre<iuently do, if they 
are pulle*! up by the hand while youn^z, and the 
ffround hnme, they may be totally banished. 
The bramble, by constant cutting, will in time 
be killed, which it will l»c difficult to do by any 
other means, as its roots go too deep to be 
traced in light soil. Hy repeated pulling off 
the leaved of any vegetables, tht*ir growth will 
toon cease, as they feed by the leaves as much 
m9 by the roots. Hy many experiments and 
strict attention for many years to the nature 
and progrt'ss of the different kinds of trees that 
suite<i to our climate, I might swell my 



observations to a groat bulk, and add man^ to 
what have been already written on that subject; 
but having little time for speculation, I rouat 
proceed to practice, and do with all my might 
what my hands find to do, as I am coming down 
while my trees are coming up. 



DUMFRIES HOrSK. 

Dumfries House was built by the late Earl, 
who, at the same time, enclosed and planted 
much. In particular, 35 acret, not far from the 
house, were planted with oaks, which are now 
beautiful, and grow luxuriously. This has 
encouraged the present Earl to continae the 
plantations in belts round his enclosures, and 
clumps on eveiy height, which emliellish tha 
country at present, and in time will be very 
profitable. The land which the present Earl 
has in his own hand extends to 1200 acres, 
including pleasure ground. 

Lady Dumfries is the best assistant that ever 
blessed a man who delights in improvements. 
She is the very soul of husbandry and roann- 
facturcs in that part of the country. She 
zealously patronises the woollen manufacture at 
Cumnock, and the linen manufacture all around, 
giving premiums to promote each. In that 
view her Ladyship has excellent crops of flax oo 
her Lord's f.irm, so extensive a» more than once 
to have gained premiums given by the trustees 
for manufactures. 

More particularly with respect to agriculture 
it is amazing what skill her Ladyship has 
acquired in a few years, which she puts in 
execution, relieving her Lord almost wholly of 
the trouble of attendance. She is a substitute 
that leaves nothing undone. A field of level 
l^ound, fre<|ucntly inundated by the overflow* 
ing of the river Lugar, was renderctl no better 
than a lK>g. Much draining was necessr^ry, and 
parallel drains were opene<I, the distance mors 
or less according to ^he degree of wetness, and 
all fille<l with orushwood. The ground being 
now made dry, a part, proper for turnips, was 
dunged in the rows, well hocil, and a \ery good 
crop raised. The rest was fallowed for com, 
straight ri<lges made 10 fet;t broud, and 50 lioUs 
of shell lime given to every aero. One half was 
sown with wheat. I saw the crop, which was 
uncommonly good. The liarley on Uie remain* 
ing porti(m was also good. I'he Whole was 
sown with glass see<ls, never again to be 
openetl. 

His Lordship's mode of liming is 100 bolls of 
shells per acre, hud in summer on the grass 
sward, to lie three years before opening with 
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the plough. The reason given is, that this 
limestone being fall of sand, falls nut into pow- 
der in less time ; that even then it is not fine, 
bot of a gritiy substance, which, however, 
operates mightily upon the clay soils in this 
country. The o uantity of sand in that limestone 
Is indeed a gooa reason for the sreat quantity 
that is given of it, but not for allowing it to lie 
so long upon the surface, subject to the incon- 
▼eniency of returning in some decree to its 
original state of raw limestone. Nor can I 
have any doubt but that plenty of water will 
make it fall instantly into as fine a powder as 
it will do by being long exposed to mo'sture 
from the air. There is a limestone quarrv in 
that neighbourhood, which, when slaked, falls 
into very fine powder, and is reckoned better 
open light soil ; undoubtedly, because light 
•oil would rather be hurt by sand, which is 
little inferior to lime itself for clay land. 

[NoTK. — Lime exposed to the weather for many 
years recovers, by degrees, the air that was 
expelled by burning, and in time returns to 
its original state of limestone, and is con- 
sequently tmfit for manure.] 

Turnip, cabbage, potatoes, pease, aud beans 
are raised on the light soils, all in drills, wiiich 
make a fine preparation for barley and grass 
seeds. The clay land is summer- fallowed for 
wheat. On land opened from lea oats is the 
first crop. If it be very stiff, a becond crop of 
oats is taken, in order that the sward may be 
thoroughly rotted. The next crop is drilled 
beans with dung. There being a great demand 
for grass in this country, no sooner is an enclo- 
sure ready to be let than there are many bidders 
for it. The Earl's only difficulty is to confine 
them within bounds ; and he seldom accepts of 
rent more than 20s per acre. Tins demand for 
ffrass is not confined to graziers. The neighbour- 
ing tenants stand as much in need of it. Rather 
than lay down any part of the farm in grass, 
they are wiUinc to pay the rent mentioned ; 
though it is seldom that their farms in corn 
return above three after one. Strange that men 
•honld be so blinded by custom against the 
light of common sense ! But Ayrshire need not 
•orprise us. The low country of Bcrwickshiie 
was in the same style not 30 years ago ; and 
East Lothian too, wherein a few obstinate 
tenants still persist to persevere even to this 
day. 

Red clover does not succeed here. In a rainy 
climate, the ground is seldom dry in winter ; 
and upon the ground when wet, frost makes a 
mat impreisioD. Hence it is that red clover 
3oet not thrive here. It is too tender either 



for frost or moisture. Ryegrass never fails, 
and is sown in plenty. I recommend ribwort 
and white clover as hardy plants than can 
endure a severe season. 

Sheep of any kind will thrive here, as the 
pasture is fine, and the grass rises in plenty. 
The £Iarl, therefore, is thinking of improving 
his sheep by cross breeding. At the same time 
his object is not the highest priced sheep, but 
what will suit the staple of the country. The 
last thing I have to observe is that the water of 
Lugar is a troublesome neighbour, by layinff 
waste many fine spots on its &inks. The Karl, 
by a laborious work, has widened its bed, raised 
Ixuiks with an easy slope, aud sowed natural 
grass to bring a sward on the bank that may 

S reserve it from being pitted by the water in a 
ood. 



DRONGAN ESTATE. 

(Drawn up by Mr Smith in 177S. ) 

I am sorry I was so unlucky as to l>e from 
home when yuu intended me the honour of a 
visit; but, had you examined more particularly 
the state of my farm, aud manner of cultiva- 
tion, you perhaps would not have had so high 
an opinion of my knowledge as a fanner as you 
seem to have a* present ; though ii is certain 
my farm wears a very different aspect now from 
what it did in the year 1770, being the first 
season I had it in my power to get any quan- 
tity of manure brought to it worth niciitiouiug, 
on account of having no made road till ihat 
time ; aud as since that period 1 have had too 
many things to do to attend to the miniUicB of 
farming, my nu-thods of cultivation have 
been very simple. In the first place, most 
parts of my laud were outfield long rested, 
at least, fifty years, and covered with u mixture 
of short flowering heath, bent, and 8prit, in 
which case my way has been to lay on the 
sward at the rate of 100 bolls of live Winchester 
bushels of lime in powder per acre ; sometimes 
more, and never less on old rested land. But 
though I say at the rate of five Winchester 
bushels of powdered lime to the boll, I do not 
mean that my lime is reduced to powder before 
it is laid on iJie land, as I always lay it on so 
soon as I get it from the kiln, and it is often 
too much slaked by the weather before I can 
get it led out. This lime I sometimes let lie on 
the ground three years before ploughing, as I 
am convinced the longer it lies the better, and 
I never plough any tlia^ has not lain at least 
one year, unless some small part of a field that 
has not been finished for want of lime, or 
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other circumstance. From that laml I com- 
moaly take three crops of oats running, the 
last always the )>e8t ; and I always 6ml the 
crops best where the lime has lam longest upon 
the sward, but most remarkably so in the Hrst 
crop. After the three crops of oats, I gcneniUy 
sow grey pease; but, as the soil and climate are 
unfriendly, it is frequently late in tlio season 
before I can sow them. I seldom have many 
peaiic, but always a great quantity of straw, 
equal to any cmp of hay I may expect : i»o that 
I do not think myself disappointeif. After the 
pease, I sow l)cre, with aliout 18 bolls of red 
and white clover, and 3 bushels of ryegrass to 
the acre, giving Ixjtwixt 40 and 50 double carts 
of dung, and two or three ploughings as the 
Bea50!i and other operations will permit. This 
is my method when the land is well swarded, 
an<l t ho ri<lges narrow, and of course, Hat or 
even, bo that 1 can easily make them straight 
without liuryin^ any of the manure ; but when 
the ritig<-H arc Itroad and raised in tiie middle, 
or any Uire places that have l>cen made so by 
the htt'Hns, I then sununcrfullow the land, if 1 
may u«««» thai t xpression, Iniforc I lay on the 
lime ; but it almost an projKTly deserves the 
name of vsinterfallow, for 1 giv.; it the first 
plougiiiiig in winter, when, on account of the 
stiflnexH of the bwanl and Ix'nt roots, I am 
oblige<l to take as large a furrow as four oxen, 
or f»»ur g(XHl Itorscs, oan draw to make it turn 
over. 

In that htate it Vuh all next hummer, tlie 
following winter, and spring ; for was it to be 
attempted Mioiur, which I have done, no 
plough, with ever so sharp ifons, could cut it, 
to plouju'l) crosH, as ploughing it in tlie same 
din'cli(»u as lirst time, Inf^re the fiirruus get 
tim*^ to gr<»w together, wouhl make tvtry one 
of them turn over Mlu»h'. In the course- of tlie 
second sumrm-r I grt it redu«'e«l to a pnijKT 
tilth, till' iid;:e.*« ina<lc htraigl<t, and the lime 
about I<)0 or I'iO NiUs ikt acre laid <m, aiul 
sometini(-.-4 ^p^t-ad and ploug.iid in ; and >ome 
times I do not !.'• t the wh(»lo lime on until I g»'t 
it on in time of fnmt, and then uhc it in the 
same uav ;*s uhi n linud on the sward ; \«hich 
method \ rath* i pi*rfer, though ujy ex|)eriencc 
is not *ueh a^ enables me to deeidi* which is 
best. I have sometimes tried pease !ir.'»t after 
fallowing and liming, but never hail a crop 
enual in value to the seed and laU^ur, 
allowing only for i>ne ploughing ; and H«mie 
ffentlemen not far fn>m mehaxe tried it with no 
bettor suoceHs. I also sometim<'s give <Iung for 
the pease, after thn^e crops of oats, and take 
here afterwards without any, which answers 



tolerably well ; bat I think it best to give the 
dung to the here. 

Yoo will be perhaps surprised that I men- 
tion nothing of wheat, beans, and barley. I 
have tried them all ; and though I have had 
tolerable crops yet I am convinced that, in 
such a climate as Ayrshire, oats, tfrey pease, 
and here are more profitable. I shoula have 
mentioned that my land is a strong red clay. 
Besides lime, I have laid on, at different times, 
300 or 400 tons of sea-shells, at the rate of 15 
tons to the acre; but I think lime answers fully 
as well; and on one field of 20 acren, after treat- 
ing it as already mentioned with the bere crops, 
I harrowed in 860 bushels of horn shavings, 
and had a very indifferent cn>p. What effect 
they may have when the field is broke up again, 
I know not ; but I shall not be in haste to 
purchase any more of them. Since the yeM* 
17($9 I iiave laid on near 100,000 bolls of lime. 



ESTATE OK KILKEKMAJi. 

(Draurn up by the IcUc Sir AcU^n Ferguton^ 

Bart.) 

With regaid to this part of the country, if 
you never was in it before, you would, no 
doubt, observe much in general to find fault 
with— a great deal of land uncultivated, and 
the culture of ot!»er parts very imperfecL But 
if you had Ix'en here some yc<irs ago, and com- 
pare the state it was then in with that in which 
It is in now, you cannot fail to have remarked 
a very ;;reai alteration. To me, who remem- 
bers this country when there was scarce an 
enclosure in it but some few round the gentle- 
men's houses, when there was not a pound of 
grasii M*e<l sown in it from one end of it to the 
other, and when the whole attenti<m of the 
fanner, antl the whole dung of the farm, were 
applied to a few acres, while the rest was 
totally neglected, the ditfennce is very 
striking'. 

With regard to myself, my object has been 
to h.ivf the farm hi my p<>sse^Mion into good 
grnr<'* as H'Nin ivh potiHiblc ; and the whole use I 
have made of the plough has lun-n with a view 
to that. The trouble and expence that I haTS 
bestowed on this objtvt has l»cen much greater 
than any person wouhl conceive fn»m the 
quantity of {ground that I have improved, with- 
out cm^idermg what it was in its natural state. 
You cannot have failed to oliserve the multi- 
tude of large stones upon the uncultivated fields 
in this country ; most of these are of such a 
sise that they reouire to be blastc<l with gun- 
powder before they are carried off. As the 
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■oil mm imturally to wood, there la a necessity 
of clearing the fields of sbrube and bushes 
before they can be properly ploughed. If to 
thi« is added the expence of draining, you will 
not be surprised at tny sayins that many fields 
cost more th'an their original price beh>re the 
olough is put into the ground. That particular 
neld which you observed as sown down with 
grass this season, was, when I began with it, 
■o remarkably covered with stones, as to make 
it a matter of wonder how the tenant could 
contrive to plough it at all ; yet now there is 
Dot a stone upon it so large as your fist. 
After clearing the ground, my practice is to 
lime it on the grass ; in doing which, we com- 
ptUe the lime laid on to about 100 bolls to the 
Scotch acre; thoueh, as I have the lime within 
my own farm, and am not under the necessity 
of measuring it, as I should be were I to buy it, I 
cannot answer for the computation. I then take 
two crops of oai^s off it. The third vear I 
fallow it carefully, and in the spring following 
dung it well, and sow it down with oarley and 

J^rasB seeds. Where the land is not intended 
or being continued in hay, the grass seeds I 
sow are ryegrass and white clover, which I cut 
down the nrst year, and afterwards throw it 
out into pasture. I am sensible that two crops 
of oats running is not the best husbandry ; but 
oata being the hardiest grain, and answering 
better than any other, while the land is rough 
and not properly broke, it is for this reason 
that I foUow the method I have mentioned. 
The only variations I have made are that some- 
times I take a crop of pease instead of the 
second crop of oats ; if tne land is cleaner of 
■tones than usual, I have sometimes sown tur- 
nips in the following year ; and some once or 
twice I took wheat instead of barley the last 
▼ear. But though that has answered with me, 
I do not approve of it, as the land is apt to be- 
come so stiff in the winter that it cannot be 
sufficiently opened in the spring to receive the 
gnum ■eed without destroying the wheat. I 
sometimes also sow down with oats* instead of 
barley. 

I have mentioned to you that my object is to 
set my land as soon as possible into good grass. 
I am partly led to this from a desire to have as 
much dressed land round my house as I can. 
Bat, independent of this consideration, I am 
conviooed it is better adapted to the climate of 
this ooontry than tillage. 

Thougb the land in Carrick (of which I wish 
all aloog to be understood to speak) is of a 
Uffhier nature than the other districts of Ayr- 
shire, and in many places has a dry gravelly 



bottom, yet the rains in spring and harvest are 
very unfavourable for raismg corn. It has, at 
the same time, such a tendency to grass that, 
except for the first and second year, provided it 
be made rich enoush, it will shoot up pasture 
almost as good without sowing as with it. For 
these reasons, joined to the great steepness and 
irregularity of the surface, I consider grass and 
not corn to be the proper crop for this country. 

With regard to cattle, of which a great num- 
ber are bred for the Knglish market in this 
country, they are pretty much the same as the 
Galloway breed, mostly hummeUed. They are 
very hardily bred, being never in a house (except 
such as are intended for milk), and when put 
into good pasture, they rise to a great size. 

With regard to sheep, of which a great num- 
ber are bred in the high grounds, I am apt to 
believe that they are not so well understood as 
the black cattle. Considerable attention has, 
however, of late been bestowed on mcndine the 
breed of sheep. A number of gentlemen nave 
brought in sheep from England, and the farmers 
are sensible of the importance of mending the 
breed by procuring gooa rams. I have, how- 
ever, great doubts how far it even will be 
practicable to introduce the English sheep into 
our hills. In the low and sheltered grounds 
they answer very well, and the advantage, 
particularly with respect to the wool, is very 

freat. But on the high and exposed mountains, 
am persuaded they would not ans«i'er. The 
utmost length that I think we should be safe to 
go would be to raise our own breed by a mixture 
with the English ; and even that should be done 
with caution. 

The only part of your letter that remains un- 
answered is what relates to the tenants. Now 
although I have several tenants who deserve 
commendation fur their industry and attention, 
yet I cannot say that there is any one who has 
made himself so remarkable as des<;rves being 
particularly mentioned. What I liave said^ 
the expense attending the improvement of land 
here will show how difficult it must be for any 
man, without a great stock, to carry it very far. 
But thoueh I cannot name any tenant in particu- 
lar, yet I can say in general that there is a 
remarkable alteration to the better, l>oth in 
their knowledge and management since I began 
to attend to conn try affairs. Many of them had an 
aversion to have their lands enclosed ; whereas 
now, no farmer, such as I would choose to 
have for a tenant, will take a lease unless the 
lands are enclosed ; the consequence of which 
is, that if I live three or four years, every 
arable farm I have will be enclosed. They are 
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all ffetting into the practice, more or less, of 
■owiDff grass seeds ; and instead of running out 
their lands by ploughing them up as soon as 
they were fit to produce a poor crop of com, as 
was the practice formerly, they are now sen- 
sible of the importance of having them in good 
heart ; and the distinction of croft and tield 
land, except among some of the poorest son, is, 
in a manner, entirely abolished. 



NXwnXLD. 

Greater yariety in the practice of agriculture 
I have not met with than at Newfield ; wheat, 
beans, broadcast and in drills, here, oats, pota- 
toes, turnip, and cabbages. It is difficult to say 
which of these do best, they are all so good, and 
the culture so well adapted to the different 
kinds. Of the different sorts of kail the curled 
stands the best. Mr Campbell, the proprietor, 
has studied farming, and conversed witn many 
eminent improvers. To follow him accurately 
through such diversity of operiktion would 
indeed be instructive ; but I must confine my- 
self to a general view. 

The soil in general is clay — some strong, 
some less so. Every field has a slope ; and the 
ridges are formed in that direction, so as to 
leave little moisture that can do harm. He 
b(^ns with breaking up the strong land from 
lea ; and two crops of oats are taken in suoces* 
mon, not in hopes of a good return, but to rot 
the sward. A thorouffh summer-fallow suc- 
ceeds, in order to reduce the surface and to 
level the ridges. If this be not sufficiently 
done in one year a second year*s fallow is not 
grudged. The surface thus being sufficiently 

rulverised, lime is spread at the rate of 1000 
oshels per acre, and carefully mixed with the 
soil by much harrowing. The ridges are then 
formra twelve feet brocul, which is done by a 
•ingle ^thering. Dung is then ^«ren and 
tamed in with a deeper furrow, which brings 
the lime up again to the surface. Wheat, 
here, vetches, and oats have been taken in suc- 
cession ; but Mr Campbell prefers the following 
rotation : — Wheat ; beans in drills three feet 
asnnder, or broadcast where the land is perfectly 
elean. As soon as the beans are removed a 
fUongbinff then takes place to prepare the 
ffround for wheat. If that crop be prevented 
oy a fall of rain here is sown next season. In 
•verr case grass seeds go along. As nasture is 
chiefly intended after wheat, the seeds are 12 
lbs. white clover and four bushels natural hay 



seed. Where here is the crop, 18 lbs. red 
clover is sowed on an acre, which is cut for 
green food, or made into hay ; and, after twice 
ploughing, wheat is sowed, which finishes thm 
rotation, or a crop of oats if the wheat be pre- 
vented by rain. If I miffht presume to find 
fault with the practice of this acoomnlished 
improver, it would be to observe that 4 oushels 
of oroadcast, and 3 in drills, is too little seed : 
and that six bushels would answer much better. 
I took the liberty to suggest to Mr Campbell 
that his crop, though a good one, was too thin. 
Beans suffer much where the plants are so thin 
as not to support and shelter one another. 
Where they srow thin, wind makes a serioos 
impression. Neither do I approve of two 
plonghings after clover for wheat— excepting 
only in a stiff clay soiL 

After a drilled crop with turnip, barley, with 
ffrass seeds, follow. Where the liuid is inten^d 
for pasture, white clover and bay-seeds are 
sowoi as above. Where hay or ffreen food is 
intended, red clover is sowed. Wheat comes 
next, and oats finish the rotation. 

Heavy land is ploughed with three horses in 
a line, and land more mellow with two, also in 
a line to prevent poaching. -This makes a driver 
(or aawUman necessary) ; but Mr Campbdl 
thinks that he gains by the addition of a driver, 
supposing him alert enough to quicken the pace 
of the horses. Every operation depending on 
activity of servants will be expeditions in pro- 
portion to the activity of the roaster. This 
gentleman makes it a rule to be at the head of 
•very thing himself. 

He has tried trenching with the spade sne- 
oessfully. A field of water-fat land was every 
▼ear flooded. It retained moisture, and was 
long of drying. It was trenched two spadingt 
deep; and in trenching drains were made att£s 
distance of every 12 yards, and filled with leg- 

Soto, which effctually drained the whole. Th« 
rst crop was oats which grew so vigoroosly 
as ne^'er to ripen. The second crop, bearing 
grass seeds, has a promising appearance. A 
wet meadow was laid dry oy open drains. 
Slack lime spread on the surface improved th« 
quality of the grass, and produced so much 
white clover as to make the pasture very rich. 

This country is obliged to Mr Campbell in 
many respeoU, particularly for raising so moch 
wheat, which is here far from being common. 
He finds great advantage from the bran, by 
giving it to his horses — two feeds a day, along 
with ffreen clover—which enables them to go 
throogh mors work. Cully's lambs and ewsg 
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Im hM in perfeotion. He aoknowle^ tliat they 
will yiela no profit nnleie on nch pasture. 
Their wool which ii fit for combing, hM in- 
oreeied «n length since he got them, which 
•howt the richness of his paetore. One fleece 
weighs Tibs. Scotch weif;ht, and gives 15s per 
■ton»— bttng SMlbs. English. The price is the 
hil^^ because he ne\er smears. The wool of 
6 wodders, three years old, sold for 60s, and the 
lour quarters of e%ch weighed, in the shambles, 
1201bs. English. Mr Cunpbell told me of a 
ewe hog, belon^g to Mr William Anderson, 
tenant at Craig, that carried 211be. wool, 
English ; an amMing quantity. 



The Lancaster cows at this place are wearing 
out of request, from their giving little milk ; 
Mr Campbell entertains high notions of High- 
land cows, as they give excellent milk ; ana I 
am of the same opinion. He attempted to 
improve the Lancaster kind as to their milk, by 
a cross with the Highland kind. Tbo breed 
are handsome and thrive exceedingly ; but give 
very little milk. 

Rents in this district are hiflb. I was told of 
a farm of 140 acres, whereof 20 not arable, let 
at 27s fid per acre, and another at 25s This is 
a proof, not only of a rich soil, but that this 
country is not destitute of enterprising tenants. 
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Chalmsrs' Caledonia and the Statistical 

AGCX)UNTB. • 

[K<yTB.~Chaliner8' ** Caledonia, or an account 
historical and topographic of North Britain 
from the most ancient to the present times " 
is probably one of the best ana most reliable 
of all the local historian's handbooks. The 
scarcity of the older edition makes it im- 
possible for the ordinary reader to enter 
upon its possession ; ana though a recent 
new edition has been placed un the market, 
the issue i^ so limited and the price so hi|^h 
that it is hardly more accessible than ita 
progenlt«>r. 

C^rge Chalmers was bom at Fochabers, 
in Morayshire, in 1742. He came of good 
family. When he was twenty-one years of 
age he emisrated to America and practised 
as a lawyer in Baltimore. A strong Royalist, 
revolutionary troubles overtook him, and 
compelled his return to England where, in 
178o, he was appointed clerk to the Board of 
Trade. His life, which terminated in 1825, 
was one of erudite toil. His '* Caledonia," 
beffun in 1807, was not completed until 1824. 
It IS a work of immense research, and though, 
as has been said, its style " lacks elegance 
and disnity," it is nevertheless a monument 
to ChiSmers' fame that is certain to prove 
enduring. 

The first "Statistical Account of ScotUnd" 
was " drawn up from the communications of 
the ministers of the different parishes" by 
Sir John Sinclair, Bart., and was issued in a 
number of volumes towards the close of last 
century. The accounts were not geographi- 
cadly classified, and so far as we knew, those 
dealing with Ayrshire have never been pro- 
duced in sequence until now. It has been 
deemed advisable to make the "Caledonia" 
the ground-work of the plan, and to supple- 
ment Chalmers' historical treatment of Ayr- 
shire and its parishes, not only with the 
records so faithfully preserved by Sir John 
Sinclair, but, where necessary, with the 
Darish aocounts of the New Statistical 
Moord, published in 1842. By this means 



we shall have succeeded in collectinff a 
sufficiently complete history of the &iT% 
and of its parishes, down to the year 1842. 

The Historical and Topographic Account 
of Ayrshire, with which thu important 
section of our work opens, is that of 
Chalmers. 

A word or two regarding Sir John Sinclair 
may not be out of place. He was one of the 
Sinclairs of Ulbster, a branch of the house of 
which the Elarls of Caithness are the head, 
and was bom at Thurso Castle in 1754. A 
landed proprietor, he was also an advocate, 
and for thirty years a member of Parliament, 
devoting his life to the impi-ovement of 
agriculture, commerce, and finance, pub- 
lishing numerous pamphlets, and establish- 
ing Societies — among others the British Wool 
Society and the Board of Agriculture. He 
held no fewer than twelve mfferent offices, 
including the Colonelcies of two regiments 
raised at his own expense. He was a Privy 
Councillor. Sir John died in Edinburgh in 
1835. The Sutistical Account of Scotland 
has done for his memory what the ** Cale- 
donia " has done for that of Chalmers.] 

OF AYRSHIRE. 

or ITS NAME. 

The name of this county is plainly derived 
from the appelation of the shire town ; and th« 
town was so called undoubtedly from the very 
ancient Celtic name of the river, Ayr, on the 
banks whereof the shire town is situated. 
There is a river of the same original designa- 
tion in Ensland, in Switzerland, and in everr 
country in Europe, saith Gebelin, in his Monde 
Primiltf, Air, in the British speech, signifies 
brightness, lucidity ; and Aer means violenoe» 
tumult ; Arw, in the ancient Gaulish, signified 
rapid ; so we have the Arw river in Hereford- 
shire, and the river Anc, in Sligo, Ireland. 
There was probably a castle on the same site as 
that of the town ; and under its protection, 
ajcordinff to the practice of rude ages, a village 
arose. £i 1197 tnere was founded a new town, 
between the Don and Afr (Chroniclea of Mel- 
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a tlie 



wbeD the Celtic cnuDlries of Carrick, Kyle, and 
CiuiiiiDgliAm w«[e formed into a county. 
[Note. —In He&rne'a Liber Niger II., 3S2, there 
i> m, charier »F Henry III. wherein he men- 
tions " Quidum unicus et conunguineu* 
Dealer tU Qaticeia ; viz., Duncuius, the 
btber of Neil <te Karric." Tfaii charter 
■hew* very clearly that Carrick waa then 
deecribeil ai in Galloiray. In 1192, DuDoan, 
the eon of Gilbert de Ualweia, ga'-e hi God 
and St. Mary of Mailroa, a certain piece of 
land in Carrie, called ilaybolhti. Chran- 
Mkilro* 179. In thia charter we eee no inti- 
mation of a ahire.] 

ITS BITUATIOS ASD EXMST. 

Thi* exteoaive shire liea along the Frith 
of Clyde, which waabca it* weatcro aliore, 
from Kelly-bum, on the north. In Ualloway- 
hatn, which eoten Looh Ryan, on the aontli, 
for an exMnl of more than TO uiilea. It ia 
bonnded on the north, and oortli-eait, by the 
oounty of Kenfrew; on the caat, by tlie countiea 
of I^narli and Uumfnci ; by the Stemtrlry of 
Kirkcudbright, on the aonth-caat ; anil on the 
•outh, by WistowDihire. Aynhirs in «ituat«d 
between 54*09' KTand 53' ST 45' north lati- 
tude ; and from 4* (f KT to f Iff f longitude 
west of GrMDwicb. 
[NOTK.— The connly town of Ayr itanda in 5S* 

27' ST north latitude; and in 4* Stf 30* longj. 

tade, «eat of Greenwich.] 

The length ol Ayrshire, fmm the bum of 
Gallovay, on the south, lo Kelly-bum, on the 
north, i) at leaal 70 miles, with rather a dis- 
pn>por:ionale breadth of from 2.^ to 5 mile*. 
The whole county contains a superliciea of IMO 
■qnare mites, or 605,600 statuU acres. 
CNon.— Of thia eiUnt the division of Kyle 

OMttains 403 miles ; that of Carrick, 393, and 

that of Cunningham, 244 square miles.] 

In 1821, Ayrshire, rontaining 1(M(I aijuare 
miha, was inliabited by 128.500 souls (including 
1201 seamen, who were not eomprehemled in 
the populsliuD returns ol 1»21), being 123-55 to 
a square mile. The I2N.C>00 people compoeed 
26.445 families, who inhabited IT.»42 housea ; 
being 4 -SJ in fach family, and T-20 peisona in 
Moh house. 

Such then ia the aitoation, the extent, and 
the pi^tation of Aynhit ! 

Ayrvliire was. In Celtic times, dirided into 
thrm lar^e diviaiona j Carrick, lying on tha 



•onthem aide of the Doon ; Kyle, between tha 
rivets of ])Don and Irvine, and ts Bub<lirided 
into King's Kyle, lying on the south, and Kyle 
Stewart on ihi northward of Ihe river of Ayrj 
and the third (.'eltic division is Cunningham, 
which comprehunda the whole country on the 
north of the river of Irvine. WhaUver mar 
liavo been the ancient authoritiei, correspond- 
ing with these ilivisions, they were superseded 
by the statute, abolishing the hereditary jnrll- 
dictiona 



Whether the superficies of Ayrshire oonaiat 
the iT'Ost of mountains or of plains canoot 
eMily be settled, as the whole surface ooosilta 
of afternationa of hilla and dalea. Alons the 
ahores of the frith, th'^re lie narrow pUina, 
with gravel overabounding ; at some diitanoe, 
eastward, aa the eye looks upward, nothing la 
pereeived lint hill after hill, which are oorered, 
not with the darksome russet, bnt with the 
lively green. The system of the streral kindi 
of soil in Ayrshire may be aatimatad in this 



Of clay soil, 

Of sand, or light soil. 



281,980 
120,110 
283.530 



Yet none of the a 
a extraordinary height. This extensivs shire 
bounds in hillocka and hilla, bat not la 



[NoTK.— The highest mountains in the ooun^ 
are Misty Law, on the north-east limits of 
Canningliam ; Cairn Table, on the eaateni 
border of Kyle ; and tlie Cairo of ShaUoA, 
in Carrick. ] 

Krals, this shire may be wjd t«aba«Bd 



abundant Ih&t canals, luid railways, and kar* 

boun have been formed for its export. 

[NoTi. — It appears from the evidenoe of ebar- 

ters that in the barrow-Ianda of TorbolUM, 

coal had been wrought siaoe 1407 A.Ik.] 

There are almost everywhere limestone, and 

iroosione. and indeed every sort o{ stooa, par- 

tioularly freestone and whinstone ; maritta H« 

been found, and black lend has been disoosvtd, 

aa well as ^psnm and marls. Near Walhwe 

t«wn there is a quarry of black firw-proof ■UBi, 

which is carried Into the neighbonrhaad aM 

abroad for making ovens. On tlw rinr Aj/r 
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(hero i« » quarry of whet-atones, which have 
been exported in great numbers. Near the 
same place has bMn discovered copper and 
antimony. Lead has been founds but not 
brought to any valuable account by the opera- 
(ions of manufacture and traffic In such a 
opuntry there must exist many petrifactions. 

In the midst of so many minerals, it was to 
be expected that there would be many springs 
impregnated by them ; and of course almost 
every parish has ice appropriate mineral 
%rater, some whereof is used by the lower 
orders ; but none of them seems to have risen 
to the diffnity of a 9pa ; nor have they any- 
where collected numerous persons of every 
rank, either for their health or amusement. 

From such considerations it is easy to diveige 
to the waters of this «bire. There are found on 
its devious surface many lochs, but few of them 
are of any magnitude, though some of them cer- 
tainly are the sources of rivers. (The largest 
lake in the county is Loch Doon, in Carnck, 
which is Bve miles long and about threequarters 
of a mile broad). From the hills, and hillocks. 
of Ayrshire spring many rivulets, which, con- 
joining their kindred waters as they flow, form 
streamit, which contribute to the elegance and 
use of the country. But, as the eastern heights 
lie at no great distance from the shore of the 
Frith of Clyde, none of the rivers, such as the 
Ayr, the Irvine, the Doon. the Girvan, and 
Stinchar convey a large volume of water to the 
sea ; and although none of them afTonl interior 
navigation, they all supply an adequate quan- 
tity of fish ; yet several of the streams, which 
find their issues in Galloway, Dumfries, and 
Lanark, have their fountain-heads in the Ayr- 
shire hills, and thus may be considered as their 
parent springs. 

OF ITS ANTIQCITIKH. 

Untler this head, the original people and 

their appropriate speech, cerUinly, supply the 

meet curious topics of archajolopical research. 

Tlie country, lying along the Frith of Clyde, 

which forms the supcifioies of this great shire, 

was originally settled bv the same tribes which 

colonised every part of Northern Britain. 

[NoTK.— Tlie names of waters, and places, which 

still remain, and which are apparent to the 

judicious eye, on the map of the shire, form 

demonstrations of the fact, after every cor- 

ru^ion of ignorance and blunder of inattea* 

tion.] 

At the epoch of the Roman invasion of this 
ooontry in 80 a. d. the great tribe of the Damnii 
inhabited the whole country, from the ridge of 



hills which separate Galloway from Ayrshire, on 
the south, to the river Ern, on the north, com- 
prehending all Strathcluyd, the shires of Ayr, 
Renfrew, and Stirling, with districts of Dum- 
barton and Perth. 

Owing to the want or the ob^urlty of remains^ 
it has long been supposed that the Romans, 
with all their energy and perseverance, had never 
penetrated into Wigtonshire, much less into 
Ayrshire. But time and chance have at length 
discovered the Roman camp of Jiispain, near 
Whithem, and a<) joining tne plantations of 
Glasserton, 

The Roman road, after traversing Dumfries- 
shire, throughout the vale of the Caim Water, 
by Conrig, to the top of Glencairn. passed, from 
Dumfries-shire, into the Stewarlry of Kirkcud- 
bright. It now coursed, through Dairy paiish, 
to the farm of Holm, in Carsfairn parish, 
whence it procee<led, across the ridge of Pulwhat, 
to the north-west extremity of this parish, 
where it left the Stewartry and entered Ayr- 
shire ; it now went forward to Dalmeliugton ia 
this county, with a view to the Clytle. 

Departing from Datmelington for two miles, 
this road forms what is called the bridle-road to 
Littlemill ; it then strikes off from tlie Little- 
mill way to the farm of Burnhead, and passea 
through Chapmeknows, Pennaason. Smitnstoii, 
and Cube. In the f«>ur first -mentioned farms it 
is only seen in detached pieces, but in the Ctib9 
it is quUe en/ire for a long distance. It theo 
goes through the farm of Boreland, an<l on the 
north si4l« of the Boreland Burn it is seen in 
several detached places, from whence it 
over the Mains-hill, and about a mile further 
it pushes right through the farm of lA< Cauae- 
teay, which is supposed to have taken its name 
from the circumstance of this road running 
through it. From the Causeway it is seea 
quite plain all the distance to Percluan Mill, ift 
one continued line, which is obviously more 
than a mile. The Roman road now passea 
through the farms of Brae, Lindsayston, Cook- 
hill, and Whiteetanes, but it is only seen io 
small detached pieces in those farms where tha 
ground has not been tilled. There is an old 
man, however, that is called Tinnock, who Uvea 
near Cockhill, and who said that, about forty 
years ago, a great de^l of this roa<l was raiasd 
to make room for the plough, and he pointad 
oat where the road was raised and the purpoeea 
to which the stones were applied. Within half 
a mile of the town of Ayr on this route there it 
a i^aoe called '/ k€ FmU Caiiseiea|f. which, being 
in a straight line from Cockhill to Ayr, mntt 
have been a part of the Roman road, but no 
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OOmM rpinemWr 
Some olil people i 
roMl The I'irli' , 
B'oy ; but llie cc 
Id I lie Komftn n 



kiiy cnutrwajr being tliure. 
IK neighboarbond call ihU 
it. *iid othera. The Roma^ 
rili:linn of the pavemrnt, 

i^p. of (hi 



clearly ihikt it «-&■ a Koman road. 

The Ronwii. Ii^viii^ had aach a roail. iiiiiHt 
DeccaiMrily have li»il encampmiMila thniugU 
wbjoh it piuiiM, y<-t no Roman camp lia* Iwen 
diacovvreit in Ayrahiir. Their trinket* have 
been fcmncl in variiMi. nana of this exli'iii-ive 
■hire. They iinil er-iU'd their villas alonif the 
fine ahiirc of the Clydv- frith, from Kelley-bura 
to IniiiP, an'l on thia coatl the remain* of their 
balhs have been (U'V-'oviTpd, where bo many 
balhlni; cBtAhliBhmi'.ila have been rm-ently 

The abilicaliun of the Roman (ioveniment 
left the llamnll In the pcMK<wionof thelrnn<:ient 
domain*, without much change in their manners 
iwd habit*, and atilt \tm in their knowledge 
MKl «pi!i.-ch. Ill llii- nn*ett1e<l atale of society 
which enaucd, there nppt-Hr ti> have been made, 
by a pt^^ople who were leas Hkilful than the 
Roman*, ramparts and ditche* and other fence* 
of whatever use and liy whatever names, in 
Oalloway, in Ihimfrles, in Peblilr^ Selkirk, and 
in Berwick -ihirvH, though hy whose hand* per- 
formed and for wliat purpose established is ;)ret 
■nexpUinol. In Ayrshire there still remains 
what ia there called A F'ol Dyh, which ha* 
baen carried from the Caimwin.bnm lo the 
water nf Duiik. throughout a distance of live or 
■li mile*. A* the dinMn-'inns of thi* dyke ar« 
aDenminonly large, it is auppnucd by intelligent 
men In that country to tiave formed a dividing 
line lietwcf II the pasturagen of the hill* above 
ami the coltivatetl lamU Wlow on the river 
litinchar. (The public owe a delit of gratitude, 
and I a favour, lo Mr Hamillun of I'inmore, 
through whose lands this dyke runs, for the 
commuiiioatioo of this singular remain.) 

The earliest intruiion of settlers among the 
deacendiints ol the Damnii were the ancceason 
of tbeScoto-IrishcolrHiists, who easily passed the 
n'ith of Clyile from the opposite peninsula of 
Oantyn: some ages after the iietllement of their 
father* in That appropriate cradle of the Scottish 
aborigioes, 
[KnTB.~Fn>ni the tt«man authors we inight 

learn that the Set. often invaded the Roman 

province, sometiuira by themselven, hut 

descrndanu of the original Itrilish planters in 
Northern Britain. Yet there is not either 
fact or authority which conid satisfy any 
Tnssnnabln tlonbta whether the Scots 



inhabited any part of (>raat Britain till after 
the commeocemenl of the aiith oentur]'. Ire- 
land wa* the proper country of the SooU till 
recent times, as we might even learn fran 
Be<le. The Picts or their pmnniton were 
nndnubledly the original set tier* of this 
con-try] 

Congenial colonint* from Ireland may have, 
probably, settled alon^ tlie eastern shurea of tha 
Clyde, aiiiidtl the ancient people, in after agea, 
and tlie t wo lineages of men, speaking analogous 
tongues, and having the lame mannen, would 
easily coalesce with the descendanta of Iba 
original Damnii. 

{NoTt.— The language of the ancient maps of 
Ayrshini eviuoe* the fact, while it equally 
shew*, thai there was no tiothic race settled 
here till much more recent limea. The Gaelic 
tongue continued to be spoken here dnring 
the age of Knchanan, who states the fact.} 

CRALMKHS' CAI.KmMA ANO THU UtA-mTlCAJ. 
AOCOUNTS. 



The I 



t object* of aoUf 



I antiquary 
researuh are the alone montimnUt, whtcb, 
indeed, are fewer in Ayrshire than could hav* 
been eipecteil {and yet we are told that theiv 
are to b« found lai^ caima. in many pUcaa. 
Rtat. Account). Some of the cairns have been 
removed by the hnibandmen, during ivcent 
ages, when " the gray hei|jB " were Jucoverod 
to be the h alio wcJ sepulchres of ancient chiefa. 
But of tbeviuL erections nf larse atones, tb* 
remains and monumfon of the Druids, then 
are very few or none. In <;al*lon pariah, 
indeed, there is said to be a Druid ItmpU, eon- 
aiiting of a cajm of gray stone*, which is 80 
feel in diameter. (Stat, Account, In Son 
parish there is a large cairn of stiines, £iO faei 
ID circumference, and 10 feet high i yet, tb«« 
it nothing in this of l>ruiilism). Bnt this it 
not that sort of vast erection, which is caUad a 
Dmiff UmpU, and is merely the bnrying plaH 
of some ancient clan ; and ihi* obaervatioD is 
equally applicable to the very large cairn in 
Sorn parish. It is certainly possible that bb(r* 
may have been, during very early times, real 
temples of the Druids, which may have, pn>- 
hably, been deatroynl hy ihv tirst Sooto- 
Irish settlers, who were ChristiaDS, with 
more leal than know1e<lge ; or the stonaa m^ 
have been appropriated by thoae bamns wh* 
built to wen. and castles, during feudal tlw 
and a wretched government. 

Ne.t to lho« atone monomenU ara tl>« OmI 
and eirmlar enoompfluM*, which ara nMntkoad 
at existing ia various psrts of Ajrahlr* (8Mt. 
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Aeoonnt). Tb«M were probablv the fortlets of 
the Britiab Damnii, long before the Saxon 
people had arrived on oar aboree, and before 
Ihe Danish rovers were known on the coasts of 
Ihe Baltic. The British circular encampments 
were succeeded by the Roman right angular 
•Dtrenchments ; but of Roman labours, there is 
little to be seen, or said, within the extensive 
boundaries of Ayrshire. From the recollection 
of the battle of Lirgs, in 1203, when Haco was 
repulse<l by Alexander III., the antiquaries of 
the shire are too apt to attribute every remain, 
which cannot easily be accounted for, to 
Danish liands. At Torbolton, the Danes are 
€ven said to have had a permanent settlement ; 
bot Torbolton is Bve miles from the sea (Stat. 
Account), and the Danes, who were sea-rovers 
generally, had their stations at some convenient 
narbour, with an impregnable rock for their 
shelter. As 795 a.d. is the epoch of the earliest 
notice of the Vikings, in the northern regions, 
what lineage of mankind was it, who were the 
genuine authors of the stone monuments, whose 
existence are l>eyond the commencement of our 
era? 

The ruined castles, and towns, which seem to 
abound in Ayrihire, form a very different class 
of antiquities, and which may be considered as 
much more modem. They were mostly all 
built, as we have indicated, while the feudal 
lords were strong, and the King's officers were 
weak, some time after the epoch of 1097, 
throughout the Scoto-Saxon period, ending in 
1906. The most memorable of all these ruined 
castles is that of Turnherry, which, as the seat 
of the Earls of Carrick, might be regarded as 
the chief seat of ihe Earldom. It stands on a 
small promontory, on the shore of the frith of 
Clyde. It was the scene, on the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1286, of the first association of nobles 
of which the Scottish history knows anything ; 
they assembled on that occasion, and associated, 
for supporting the title of the competitor, 
Bruce, to the crown. It was retaken, by 
assault, by his grandson, Robert Bruce ; and 
being then ruined, it has not since been inhabit- 
ed, ((arose has given, in his Antiquities of 
Scotland, II., a sketch of the ruins of Tarn- 
berry Castle). The castle of Dundonald became 
the retreat of Robert II., after his retirement 
from ffovemment, upon the death of James, 
Earl Douglas, at Otterbam, in 1388. Som 
oasUe is memorable for the long soioum of that 
•xtraordinary woman Margaret, the daughter 
of the first Earl of Stair, and ihe widow of 
Hugh, Earl of Loudon, who lived here till her 
aloaty -ninth year, the omameni and delight of 



Ayrshire. The other ruined castles in this 
shire mav have freouently been the joyous 
scenes of hospitable hilarity ; but now the pipe 
and the dance are seldom heard in their haln. 

OF ITS ESTABLISHMENT AS A SHIRR. 

This great sheriff<lom was formed, during 
latter ages, of Carrick, Kyle, and ('tcnnintjham. 
Carrick was dismembered from ('alloWay by 
William the Lion in 1186. (Hearne's Liber 
Niger 11., 382. From this we might infer that 
Carrick was Rtill considered, in England, as a 
part of Galloway; and see Chron. Mailros, 179). 
It is, indeed, more than probable thnt Ayr- 
shire had not, in these early times, l>cen formed 
into a regular sheriff-wick ; the thrc^e diviMions 
being then ruled by three bailiffs. Marjow 
Mac Kenneily was judge under the Karl of 
Carrick, during tho reign of Alexander II. 
(Hay's Vindication, ia3; Chart. Mail. No. 131). 
In the subse(]ueni reign Holland de Carrick was 
confirmed as the head of his clan, and the 
leade of the men thereof, and as baillie of th«t 
Earldom of Carrick (Crawf-Chancellors, 21). 
The government jf Kyle belonged, by heritable 
right, to the Campbells of Loudon, as Imiliffs 
thereof. (Hoi. Camden, 21). The great family 
of the Morvilles were hereditary bailiffs of 
Cunningham. The epoch of the first Sheriff of 
Ayr is 1221, when Reginald de Crawford 
executed that office and transmitted it to his 
heirs. (Hugh, his son, succeeded Reginald, 
and was Shei iff about 1255. He was succeeded 
bv another Reginald, who was slain by the 
English garrison of Ayr in 1297 Douglas, 
Peer, 431.) The office was now involveil in the 
competition for the crown, between Bruce, and 
Balhol, and of Edward 1. , for the sovereignty. 
Robert Bruce, the son of old Robert, the com- 
petitor, and in his wife's right. Earl of Carrick, 
resigned the earldom, in 1293, to his son 
Robert, who requested the King, Balliol, to 
receive his homage. It was answered that, by the 
laws of Scotland, the Sovereign must have seisins 
before he can receive homage. Your.g Brace 
resigned to the King whatever seisins he had. 
The Sker\fa( Ayr was ordered to take seisins 
of the earldom of Carrick, for the King, and to 
extend the lands. Godfrey de Ros was, now, 
appointed the first sheriff, by Edward I. Us 
was Sheriff of Ayr in 1305. He was governor 
of Ayr for the Enslish King in 1333. 

Sir Reginald Urawford, who expired by a 
violent death in 1297, left his heriuble offios 
and a daa^^hter, Susan, his heiress; and sIm 
marrying Sir Duncan Campbell of Lochow, oon- 
ferred on him the office in her right. TlMir 
SCO, Sir Andrew Oampbell, had the misfortons 
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to b« taken pritoner with D>TJd II. in 13M. 
This fmmily tiuir loM the office for » time. In 
IMS Williun de CunniDKliKm wu then Sheriff 
el Ayr. There wm » gmnt, liotrever, tn (ieorge 
Ckmpbell in May, 1450, of thii office to liini and 
to hu heira In April, 1S03, this oHius wu 
held by Kir Hugh Campbell of Loudon ; be waK 
Sheriff in 153.^ and died in 1661. Hii eon, Sir 
Matthew, lacceeded to the office, aoil die>L 
kbuat the year 157*2. Hii eaa, Sir Hugh, whu 
•neceeded la thia office, wa* made a Lord of 
FkrUameDt in 1601. He wae alive in 1612; but, 
dying soon after, was lucceeded by hi> grand- 
d«aght«r. Margaret, a* Baroaeea of Loudon ; 



k alloweii lo be a *err reapeotable Jariadiotiao 
In oar own time* The oommiaeary of Olawov 
Indeed holds a court to a limited extent, nieh 



Civil Wan of Charlea I., the office of Sheriff 
waa sold to the Crowu for \FiOO marka, lo that 
it became ihni inveeted in tlie King. 
(NOTC—It waa given to James Chalmera of 
Gadgirth, who waacerUiulyShcriff of Ayrln 
July, 1633. Wood! Peer. 147: Ihe lilarl of 
Loudon, by a contract iritb the King. dat«d 
the 10th of March, 16.34, xdd to Hia Majesty 
the Sheriffsliipof Ayr for 14,000 mark* .Suota.] 
In 1747 John, Lord Loo.ton, obtained, for his 
life, iu this office of Sheriff 15001. (He was made 
8herifrinlS32,wbentheCrowna<xiuire<Uheberit- 
ahlajuriadiclioofruDiIhe Lortl I»udon.) Under 
tbencwestkblislimeDt.afliTlhe prudent ■■ mi! j i ion 
of the licrilable jurisdiction, William I>nff of 
Crombie was appointeil Sheriff of Ayr in 174S 
at a salary of 2U0I. a year. (So thai I hi* office 
wa* now purclissed a second time, ami the E«rl 
reoovrrdi, for his life, in this office much more 
ia 1747 than had been paid in 16.34 for iia per- 
petuity.) 

It may be of use herr to say a few words with 
regard to the jurisdictions which might have 
Interfered with the authority of the Sheriff. 
The ancient divisions o( tliis great connlry 
fanning Ayrsiure were, as we have seen, 
Carrick, lying on the south of the Ihnn ; Kyle, 
lying between the riven Doon and Irvine, and 
•nb-divided into Kiag'i Kyle and Kyle Stewart; 
and CunoiDgliam, lying on the oorthward of the 
Irvine river. All those grest diviiioni were 
ml»d, cvrn after the eitablishmrnt uF ihs shire, 
bj hsilliea, who, in many points, acted as 
Slieiiffs. We may see, in the dispnte between 
Ayr and Irvine as to their comnienrialpririlesea, 
iMt Robert 11. directed the baillie of CunoiDg. 
ham to call an inq\iftt for settling the facti; and 
BCoordingly the inqaest found in fsvcmr of the 
privileges which were claimed by It 



iitends over all Ayrshire, in cnnpetition with 
the Sheriffs, being a cnmuhttive jariadiction. 
The .Tastices of the I'eacs hold courts generall/ 
once a month at all the princi^l towns within 
the shire, which are of great importaoce lo the 
c»nntry. The r yal iiurgba, and the faarghs of 
baruny, have all limiteil juriadictiona, which are 
ofsomeiue, within theiriunalliroits. Ayrand 
Irvine are the roy I burghs; the bnrgha of 
barony are Kilmamnck, Maybolo, .S^tooMsi, 
Newton -npoQ- Ayr, tiirvan, Maochlioe, Kil- 
manra, Newmiln*, Kilbimie, Cnmnook, and 
Prestwick, which, a* they act under the ooaml 
of the Court of .Sesaion, very eeldaai eitasid 
their several jurisdictions beyond their appro- 
priate limits. 

Ayrshire was originally settled by the same 
British people who colonised England fttmi tlM 
neareat coast of GsuL With the roterprtN 
which wai natural to the earliest trihea, tiM 
Caelic people of England first planted Hootlaad 
and IreUnd, so that the three British natioM 
were originally deriveil from the saine Uaelie 
source during prior ages lo the first appearaaN 
of the (tolhic colonists in Enropa. 

The gi^«t tri><e of the British Damnii, both 
before anil after the intrusion nf the Robm^ 
on Northern Britain liiwards the end of the 
6nt century, inhabited the ample bound* af 
Ayrshire, with the neighbouring distriota. 
They long continued to hnnt I he game and to 
feed their flocks in the vales snd upon the hiUs 
of the diversified disirtet, notwithaiaading tb* 
Roman inroad. Such were the oecnpaUoo* id 
the descendants of the Di 



have, iadeeJ, been sometimes disturbeid bf 
inroads from the south before they w«r« ttW- 
turbed by the invasion of the Hcots from Iralaad. 
But it was in saiieequeni age* that the HooUiih 
ooloniits from IreUnd nia<!e Utstina si rtleiiHMls 
among the British people of ibis dislrM. 
Those colonists were soon followed b^ similar 
emigrations of the same Scottish poopla, both 
ftnm Ireland snd Kintyre, in latter Timns, vbo 
easily amalgamated with the ancient sMUan, 
oa they spoke an analagons tongue sod praotiasd 
oongenial manners. In 6H1 i. D. the old BrilM 
inhabitants rr-pulsed an invasioa of the Onlthas 
Irofn Ireland ai Maoblin, scoordiu ta tba UlMr 
annals. In 750 the North atnfariaa bdb«*t 
MCBM to have travHMd Nithadale, and to !»*• 
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upon KyU, according to the chroDiole in 
(The Unguage of those Northumbrians 
«aj ttiU be traced on the map of Ayrshire.) 

Till the eighth century, the Danish Viking, 
er saa rovers, confined their odious hostilities 
tolhe Baltic and its kindred shores. But in 
780 the Vikings were first distinctly seen on 
thaaastem coasts of Eof^land. In 795 these 
Danish rovers originally infested the shores of 
Iialand and of Alnuay. They were not felt on 
the Caledonian shores till the ninth century. 
There is very little foundation, then, for the 
local anti<}uaries of Ayrshire, who attribute 
•vary ancient remain and every doubtful oir- 
eomstance to the roving Danes, who seldom 
■•(tied within the invaded country. The sea 
lorers may have had, dnring the eleventh cen- 
tury, one or two strong fortlets on the rocky 
ehn of Wigtonshire ; but there is no evidence 
that thev ever had anv settlement within the 
Frith of Clyde, on the shores of Ayr. Yet, 
their frequent invasions of Ireland may have 
been the cause of many emigrations from that 
island to Galloway, and io its sister country 
Ayrshire. 

At length was this country invaded hy a 
very different people from the Danish Vikings ; 
Alpin, the King of the Scoto-Irish in Kintyre, 
who appears to have perceived the weakness of 
his neighbours on the south-eastern side of the 
Clyde, and whose ambition, perhaps, may have 
prompUd him to desire to rule over a richer 
people, and a more extensive territory than his 
own. In 839 A.D.. Alpin landed, with his 
Sooto-Irish followers, in the Bay of Ayr : and 
be immediately began, according to the odious 
practice of a wretched age, to lay waste the 
eonntry between the Ayr and Doon, before the 

Cople and their chiefs could meet him in con- 
ct, Following the course of the 
last of those rivers, without opposition, he ad- 
vanced towards Dalmelington. Here wss he 
opposed by a body of men, with their chiefs, 
who appeared unwillingto resign their country 
without a struggle. During a sharp contest 
waa Alpin slain and his followers defeated, near 
the site of Laicht Castle, which derived its 
paenliar name from the Stone of Alpin, ic the 
pariah of Dalmellington and within the ezten- 
■iye boundaries of Galloway. 
[KoTB, — The Chronicle of Dumblane mentions 
Alpin fil Hearted, 3 an. r^gnavit rex et ocoisus 
sat in OtUwiihia. Wyntown concurs with 
(his notice by saying that Alpin was slain 
in Oailaway, The foundation charter of 
(ha town of Ayr, by William, in 1197, when 
dcacribing the Umiu of ita ezolusiye (rada, 



calls for Lacht- Alpin, the stone, or grave, of 
Alpin. There is a tradition in the country that 
% battle had been here fought in former 
times. Near the town of Dalmelington 
there are a number of cairns or tumuli, 
which indicate that a battle had been fought 
on this site.] 

The whole circumstances which are connected 
with this transaction are interesting to the 
people of Ayrshire. Thev shew that the coun- 
try then formed a part of Galloway ; that tha 
inhabitants spoke tne Gaelic tonsue, that, from 
the gallant spirit with which the people and 
their chiefs opposed Alpin, the King of Kin- 
tyre, who fell in the conflict, a revolution waa 
produced. 

Kenneth M* Alpin, the son of the demised king, 
succeeded him in 83b a. d. ; and in 843, became 
also the King of the Picts. The fortune, the 
valour, the policy of Kenneth, enabled him, 
without much bloodshed, to become the sove- 
reign of the Scots and Picu, united into ons 
StcUe. This event produced the suppression of 
the various tribes in every part of North 
Britain, and formed the whole into one people, 
in 843 A.D. Wliatever may have been the 
effects, from the resentment of Kenneth, for 
the death of his father, the people of this great 
district henceforth formed an important por- 
tion of a united people, and an integral part of 
a considerable kingdom. 

Throughout the Scotish period, extending 
from 843 a.d. to 1097, the inhabitants of Ayr 
were governed, as a Cellio people, upon Celtic 
principles, which were not very favourable to 
peace, or very promotive of prosperity. In 
addition to the nomesi ic feuds of an irascible 
people, they were too frequently disquieted 
during that period by the appearance of (ha 
Danish rovers in the frith of Clyde, which waa 
not crowded, for ages, with commercial ship- 
ping. A feeble system, and a weak govern- 
ment, did not, by any means, ensure the com- 
fort of the people. 

During the change which ensued upon tha 
accession of Edgar, in 1097, when the Scoto- 
Saxon period begsn, different maxims of law 
and new modes ox government were introduced. 
The people of this district were benefitted by 
(he alteration of a system which was radically 
bad. The intrcKluc'.ion of the municipal law 
produced the chanse of the Celtic maxims, and 
rude customs, for Uie Anglo-Norman principles, 
and more salutary laws. The jurisprudence of 
Scotland was not only changed ; but an active 
colonisation began, which hlled every district 
with a new paople from England, with different 
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habaU an4 new praclices. The caitlet were 
now begun to he built ; the towoa were inhabit- 
ed by more mercantile inhabitants. The 
Gaelic people of Ayrshire had adopted Chria- 
tiaoity as their religion, even before their 
•etUement in this country. But churches were 
at length built, and religious houses were estab- 
lished amidst a prejudiced people, it was by 
these operations that villages began arouno 
both, which arc now Hlled with busy trades- 
men. We must not, however, suppose that 
these various changes and improvements altered 
the nature and habits of such a people in a 
week, a month, or a year. At the ena of five 
oanturies from 1097* the Gaelio language was 
still spoken in Ayrshire. It was not till the 
year 1221, a.d., as we have seen, that the new 
■ystem of the administration of law and govern- 
ment was introduced here, by tne appointment 
of a sheriff. 

[NoTB.— In this period the men of Carrick 
entered into an obligation that they would 
side with the King of Soots, against all men. 
Ayloff'sCalend.] 

Of the peerage of Scotland, consiitina of 
thirteen Earls, which sat, or might have 
■itten, in the great parliament, at Brigham, 
1287-90, Robert de Bras, Earl of Carrick, was 
Ihe only noble from Ayrshire. (Twelve Earls 
actually sat in that Parliameut. The Earl of 
Fife, being an infant, was not present.) When 
the great restorer of the monarchy, by a native 
of that district, became fixed in the Scottish 
throne, the earldom of Oarrick merged in the 
erown. Two centuries elapsed before any other 
evi did honour to Ayrshire, when Ho^h 
Montgomery was created Earl of Eglinton, m 
1803, and David Lord Kennedy, Earl of 
OaasilUs, in 1509. They were followed, in mora 
recent times, by other nobles, who derived 
their titles, and residency, from the localities 
of Ayrshire. 

The first great colonist, during the Sooto- 
Sazon period, who acquired lands in this coun- 
try, was Hugh MorvilC who came into Scotland 
under David I. ; became ooostable of Scotland ; 
and acquired a grant of Cunningham. Under 
him settled, as his vassals, many persons from 
Bngland. The progenitor of the family of 
London was a vassal of the Morvilles ; the Cun- 
niiiffhams, whose name was local, were vassals 
ol toe Morvilles: Wiirnebold, from the north of 
■ngland, obtained, from Richard Morville, a 
graot of the manor of Cunningham, in the 
pMish of Kilmaur*. The numerous family of 
tho Roasei also vettled here in a similar manner. 
8l«T«i, the son of Riobnrd, obtainod from 



Richard Morville some lands in Cunningham, 
to which he gave the name of 8teveH»4%mg 
which is now known by the name of StevemB- 
Unon, In this manner, then, were new inhabit- 
ants introduced in every part of Ayrshire, who, 
adquirinff lands among the Gaelic peopU^ 
settled themselves, and induced others to 9i% 
down under them, as vassals, according to Um 
Bjrstem of subinfeudation. 

The family of Montgomery, who, as earls of 
Eglinton, has long acted a splendid and im- 
portant part in Ayrshire, originally settled in 
Renfrew, from Shropshire, under holdings, at 
vassals of Walter, the son of Allan, the Ust ol 
the Stewarts, who owned their origin to Um 
same shire. Crawfurd, who was creatod 
Viscount of Oamock, in 1703, was of a family 
who settled, early, in the west of Sootland, yal 
came but recently into Ayrshire. 

The Cunninghams, who were created lords of 
Kilmaurs, in Ayrshire, aud Earls of Glencaim, 
in Dumfries, during 1488, were originally bat 
vassals of the Morvales in Cunningham, whenoa 
they derived a distinguished name. The first of 
the family of Loudon who obtaine<l the earldom, 
in 1633, were only vassals of the Morvilka. 
The Campbels, who by marriage came into thia 
family, and acquired that title, were fovmefijT 
of Argyle, where they were not very ancienk 

[NoTB.— As early, however, as 149M a food 
existed between Hugh Campbell of Loodoo, 
the Sheriff of Ayr, and Sir William ColvilU 
of Ucbiltre. In 1498 the King granted an 
exemption to Sir William Colville of (Jchiltrai 
knight, and to his tenants and servants, from 
the jurisdiction of Hush Campbell of Loudon^ 
the Sheriff of Ayr, and his deputies, bocama 
it was notoriously known tha there is a 
deadly feud betwixt them.— Privy Seal Rso. 
I. 39. We thus see the origin of Uie feodi 



in Ayrshire, which had a long continuance.] 
The Bovds, who acquired the earldom off 
Kilmarnock in 1661, cannot show very cUstinct^ 
either the oriffin of their nan&e or their family. 
Sir Robert Bo^d of Giruan, and Rysk, near 
Irvine, was a witness to an agreement, in 1906^ 
between that town and Bryce of Efflintoon; bd 
it was Robert Boyd, the son of Sir Alexaadtr 
Boyd, who was created Lord Boyd by Jamoa V. 
in 1536, and afterwards acquired many laadi 
from the Regent Arran during the minoritj «l 
Mary Queen of Soota. 

[NoTB. —There remain, in the Hamilton ar^¥«| 
two indentures relative to this Robert, Lora 
Boyd, datMl the 12th March, 154S-91 Tbo 
Regent promised to be a true friond' to Bofd 
and his bein, as tMr lord and maitar, Im 
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oootideration of their perpetual subjection to 
Ihe Regent and his heirs as their men and 
■enrants. In June, 1547, Robert Lord Bojd 
■asassinated Sir Neil Montgomery of Lainshaw 
in a fend, for which it appears that Boyd was 
not hanged, as be received, in 1547, a remis- 
sion for the slaughter of Neil Montgomery, 
and he died a few years after.] 

Lord Bovd is said to have acted uniformly in 
favour of the Queen. But while kia mtuUer, the 
Duke of Chattelherault, rebelled affainst the 
Queen's marriage with Darnley, Boyd follow^ 
hia example. After the Duke had been par- 
dotied, on condition of retiring from Britain, 
Boyd acted with the Queen. Hamilton, one of 
Um lower branches of the Hamilton family, who 
ware themselves but recent inhabitants of Soot- 
land, was created Lord Bargeny in 1639 without 
adding anything to the early population of 
Northern Britam. Lord Kennedy, who was 
eraated Earl of Cassillis in 150l9, was un- 
doubtedly of an Irish origin. The Kennedies, 
and MacKeunedy, aated as Judges of Carriok, 
imdar the Earls thereof, during the reign of 
A^Tander II. But, long after the earldom had 
merged in the Crown, and the office of Judge 
bscame superseded by that of Sheriff, the 
Kennedies b came earls themselves. The 
Oolvils and the Stewarts, who were successively 
orsated Lords Ochiltree, contributed very little 
to the population of Avrshire. Sir William 
Oochran was created Earl of Dundonald in 1069, 
but whatever may have been the antiquity of 
this name, either as Cochran or Couchran, there 
was none of them sat in the great Parliament of 
Briffham, either as Peers or Commoners, in 
I2BS-90 ; neither were there any persons, clergy 
or laymau, from Ayrshire in that Parliament 
bat Kobt rt de Brus, Earl of Carrick, and the 
Abbot of Kilwyniian. Whence we may infer 
that there were few eminent barons or country- 
fltntlemen who then resided in Ayrshire; or 
Qmj were perhaps unwilling to attend such a 
P!antameot. There are but few indeed who, 
tooo after, swore fealt v to Edward, and who are 
mentioned in Ragman s Roll. There were no 
Mootgomeries then in Ayrshire; they were then 
of Baglesham, in Renfrew. There was Reginald 
4e Crawford, who was then the chief of Loudon; 
Rannlpb de E^linton, who was the progenitor of 
Sir Hugh Egbnion, who became eminent under 
I>avid IL and Robert IL, and whose only 
daoghter carried two great estates to the Mon^ 
fomeries ; Godfrey de Ardrossan, who wat 
apparently the progenitor of the family of 
Arorosssn, William Kerr is snpposed to bo tke 
prafaaitor of the Kerrs of KerralandL Robtrl 



de la Chambre is said to be the ancestor of 
Chalmer of Gadsgirth. Neil, the son of Robert 
de Dnnlop, is considered as the progenitor of 
the Dnnlons of that country. The faci is that 
Ayrshire in that age was merely a Gaelie 
countnr, whose chiefs did not affect the honour 
of holding their lands by feudal titles, like tht 
Highland chiefs of much more recent times. 

The Crichtons, who a^ere created Viscounts of 
Ayr in 1622, and Earls of Dumfries in 163S, 
were unknown, either in the one sit ire or the 
other, at that memorable era. The Dairy mples, 
who, in 1703, acquired the earldom of Stair, 
were latterly men of great talents, tliough this 
circumstance adds nothing to their antiquity or 
to the colonization of Ayr. 

After Ayrshire had been filled with the 
eminent men of a very different liuca^e, as 
well as habits and manners, Haco, King of 
Norway, came into the Clyde with a lar^ 
fleet. He landed his Norwegians at Largs, m 
Cunningham, on what«>ver pretences of plunder 
or conquest ; but Alexander III. brought 
against him an army full as hardy, valorous, 
and patriotic, as the Norwegians ; and on the 
2nd of October, 1263, a fierce conflict ensued, 
when the invaders were driven to their ships 
with considerable loss. A storm arose, which 
dispersed the Norwegian fleet, while Haoo 
found a retreat, and a grave, in Orkney. 

[Note. — The ground whereon this battle was 
fought, was let on building leases during 
recent times, when the grave*^ of the slain 
were discovered. In one of these were found 
among the bones, 13 pieces of silver, soma 
whereof were carved, and no doubt served at 
ornaments of dress — Edin. Even. Courant, 
5th December, 1813.] 

The competition for the crown, 1>y Robert 
de Brus, after the demise of Alexander HL, 
without male heirs, and the failuie of hif 
female heirs, introduced some of the intrigiM, 
and many of the conflicts into Ayrshire. It 
was the son of the competitor, Robert de Bmi, 
who married Margaret, the Countess of Carriok, 
and thereby became Earl of Carrick in her 
right; and it was their son, Robert, who, 
upon the death of his grandfather, and father, 
as weU at the expulsion of Baliol, formed nra- 
tensions to the crown, which he obtained by 
his fortitude and prudence. Ayrshire, wa 
thus see, had the honour of giving birth to 
the iUnstrious restorer of the Scottish monarchy. 
With a view to the succession of Bruoo tM 
elder, Thomas de CUre joined with Richari 
de Bnrg, the Earl of Ulster, in 1286, in that 
solemn compact, saith Dugdale, made beti 
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Ihem two, on tbe one p«rt, ud Patrick Earl 
•f Doahar, together wita hit three eoni, 
FWrick, John, uiJ Alaiaailer, Walter Stewart, 
Earl of MoDteilh. Alexander, and John, hii 
•oos, Robert Bnice, lord of Aoiund&le, to- 
gether with Robert Bmce, the Barl of Carrick, 
aod Bernard de Bruce, Jmnes, SMirart of 
Sootlind, and Jehn hia brother, Enegiu, the 
•on of Donevald, and Alexander hia loii, that 
tbej would thenceforlh adhere to, and lake 
part with one anotlier, upon all occaiiuni, 
agnin-l .i." pcraona whatao^icr; laviuK their 
aD«iaoce to the King of England, and their 
Bdelitj to him who should gam the Kingdom 
of ScoLland, by right of bloud, from Alexander, 
than lately ijeceOKd ; which agreement, con- 
tinnea Dugilale, who had the autoKraph before 
him, bean date at Tvnu.b^nt, in Camck, <m 
the eve of St Matthew, the Apoitle. An. I2S0. 
Ai tlie lint aHocialion among the Scottiih 
■oblea, thia U a very curious docnment, aod 
a* executed at Tarnebyrio is iateretting to 

Some of the lingular eiploitj of the immortal 
Wallace, in aapporlin^ the national iudcpen- 
deoee, were periunned lo Ayrabirc, from which 
it derive* addiLional honour, aa well aa ad- 

The Scottish liaroiia, without coniulting 
Wallace, aubmitteil to ICilwBril I. at Irrine, 
eo the 9tli July. 1297. The En^linh king, 
eofvidering Aynhire to be the rendenre, and 
Um reaourve. of Bruce, niacle great efforta to 
aacnri: it. In July, l'J9M, Itrui-e. on hfaring of 
the tuai of Ihc battle uf Falkirk, burnt the 
Oaatle of Ayr. Here, we may perceive, an 
•arly example of Ilruce'a favourite axiomi of 
warfare, that <uoh a Kinudum waa not to be 
gaine.) or iplained by foriieta. 
[NoTK.— See in Walter Hemiusford, for man^ 
of the heailatioDi, and much of the l«rgi- 
versalion. of Bruce, lieforu he linally reaolved 
lo avow hia prctenxinna to the crown. He 
waa crownei) on the 2Tth of March, 1306.] 
After vnrioiu defeaU by a too powerfnl 
••amjr, Brucu found a retreat in tha north of 
Irelaoil. From Rachrin, he *oon paaaed to the 
iaie of Arran ; and from thence creased the 
Frith to Tnniberry Ca«llc, where he lurpriaed 
ibe Bngiiih iu their ctntonmetila io February 
19D6-7 ; yet waa ho otmatrained to find bii 
«hell«r among the hille. Here, however, he 
did not remain long. Having collected hia 
follower!, he defeated Aymer de Valance, at 
Louitoo hill, on the iOth of May 1307; aa we 
laarn from Barbour. Three day* after, Brnoe 
ilafeated Ralf de MoBtbermer, and obliged htm 



to look for aafetv to Ayr-Caitle. «h>ob tte 
oonquerer blockaded for a while ; boi, on the 
approach of aucconr*, he waa obliged la retirtt. 

After many a conflict, and much diai^ipaiBt- 
ment, the victory of Bannockbum left none wt 
the Engliali foroe to ooniend with Bmoa ; and 
the treaty of Northanpton acknowledged the 
independence of Scotland, with the uever-to- 
be-forgotlen Bmce for the legitimate King. 
The mrat important point, which now remaiDed^ 
waa declaring the aucceaaiun lo tb* Crown, that 
hod been thui long fought for, and at lengtli 
won. A Parliament waa held, at Ayr, oa 
Sunday, the 26tb «f April, I31S. The Icgla- 
lature now iwora lualty to the King; in caae of 
whoea dying, without male iaane, Edward, bit 
brother, an approved warrior, waa declared hia 
ancceaaor : the King'a daughter, Blarjory, hav- 
ing anented to the preference of her nncla, 
owing to the emergency of the times. 

Soon after thia important aettlement, Edward 
Bmce, with 6000 men, embarked at Art, aad 
landed, on the 2Bth of Ma^, I31S, at dtrriek- 
fergni. Among other considerable baront who 
ajoompanied Edward, on thii dangerooi adraa- 
tnre, waa Sir Fergus of Ardroeaan. It raqoirad 
not many blow* to deprira Edward Bmoa Of 
bij hopea and of hia life. Hia event waa fol- 
lowed by an incident of (till KreM«r oubm- 
^aenoe. On the 7th of Jnne, 1329, the una I 
and gallant Bruce died, and waa luccreded hf 
hia aon David, an infant, and Randolph, tb* 
Earl of Moray, in conaeqnenoe of the aola «f 
■attlement, aaaumol the character of regent. 

With the commencetnent of the new reign, 
Edward Balliol began to revive hit pretanaioaa; 
and theae, being seconded by the ambition e( 
Edward III., occasioned a n«w war, which it 
mi'morable for its length, its strogglea, and ita 

In 1334, Godfrey de Roas, the English gover- 
nor of Ayiahire, anboiitted to t^ 8t««art. 
Edward Balliol, with the aid of aome BnglU 
troopa, wasted Cunningham, wilh other oona- 
triei, iu his progrsaa. The Engliah intrttd«l 
were finally driven out by the stmgBlea of tha 
government, during the minority of Uiavid IL, 
or by the efforts of nllaot individuals. After 
the demise of t>avid II., and the acoeMion id 
Robert II., the ountiguons kingdoma, by tha 
freqnent renewment of short tmoea, bamnM 
leaa irritable and moie conciliatory with «Mh 
other, sinoe Edward III. had isUnqnltbad aD 
pretenaions to the Scottish Crown. 
[Non.— In 1382-3 Robert If. gave a lioaoM to 
the servants of the Earl of Caniab t* auty 
barlejr into SootUnd, and oon waa aQo««d W 
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h% lent to various parU of Scotland. In 1396, 
Robert II. ffraoted leave to the Earls of 
Omrick, and Fife, to bay and carry into 
Scotland wine and barley. Ay]off*8 Calend.] 

Owing to that oiroamstance, David II. died 

7aietly, at Edinbarah, on the 22d of February, 
371: and Robert if., the first of the Stewarts, 
who liad many connections with Ayrshire, 
•Qoceeded hiin, under the act of settlement, 
without much intrigue or opposition. 

[Note. — Exclusive of what Robert the Stewart 
possessed in Ayrshire, his eldest son John, 
who was alrc»ay Lord Kyle, was created 
Earl of Carrick bv David II.] 
He governed awhile without any other dis- 
turbance than the ambition of hi« brother 
Robert, Earl of Fife, the pretensions of Sir 
Archibald, Lord of Galloway, an<l the claims 
of some other great persons. To his son-in- 
law James Douglas of Lidisdale, the only son 
and heir of \\ illiam Rarl Dougliui, Robert 
granted, in May, 1380, a pension of 200 maiks 
sterling for his services, and as a retainer to the 
King, and to his son John, Earl of Carrick. 
On the death of Earl Douglas, James of Lidis- 
dale became the most powerful noble in Scot- 
land. Unhappily for Robert IL, James, Earl 
of Douglas, fell, while fighting most gallantly, 
with Percy at Otterburn, 1388. Robert now 
lost all hope of governing quietly, having thus 
lost his best support, and only hope ; where- 
upon he retired to Dundonalde Castle in Ayr- 
shire, where he died, on the 19th of April, 
1390. He Has succeeded by his eldest son 
John, who assumed the title of Robert IIL 

When Robert III., by his charter of 1404 
A.D., established the principality of Scotland, 
as an appanage for his eldest son, he annexed 
to it the barony of Cunningham, the barony of 
Kyle-Stewart, the lujitU of Kyle Regis, the 
smaller Cumbray, the whole lands of the earl- 
dom of Carrick, and tlie name of the district 
beosme the appellation of particular families. 

However hannless, and however fit, was the 
manage of Mary, Queen of Scots, with Dam- 
ley, yet did Queen Elizabeth, and Burghly, the 
Duke of Chattleherault, and Murray, raise a 
rebellion against the unhappy Queen. The 
rebellious nobles, with Murray at their head, 
held a meeting at Ayr, on the 15th of August, 
1566, in order to conceri their measures. And 
here were they joined bv the Earl of Glencairn, 
a traitor by habit, and Wishart of Pittasraw, a 
lealot of faction and partisan of Murray, as 
well as oompti oiler of the Queen's household. 
The chief rebels who came to Edinburgh in 
September thereafter wen the Duke of Chat- 



telherault, and Murray; the Earl of Glencairn ; 
Lord Boyd, and Lord Ochiltree. 

[Note. — Glencaim's whole life (Life of Mary I., 
149) consisted of acts of treason. Robert, 
Lord Boyd, says Crawford in his Peerage, 
244, was much trusted by the Queen, to 
whom he faithfully adhered till the total 
suppression of his interest. But we see him 
with his master, the Duke, in open rebellion 
against his sovereign. Lord Boyd joined 
Mary when the Duke wa-i forced to live in 
foreign parts. Lord Ochiltree was another 
Ayrshire noble of very loone principles, 
though a zealous i*eformer. ] 

The irritability of the people, the neakncss of 
the laws, and the improvidence of the govern- 
ment, produced, in every district of Scotland, 
particularly in Ayrshire, family feuds, the 
most lasting and destructive. In 1409 a lemis- 
sion was granted bv Robert, Duke of Albany, 
to Thomas Boyd of Kilmarnock, with others, 
for the odious slaughter of one Neilson of Dal- 
rymple and others. In 1498 a feud existed 
between Hugh Campbell of Loudon, the Sheriff 
of Ayr, and Sir William Colville of Ochiltree. 

[NoTK.— In July, 1498, the King granted an 
exemptimi to Sir William Colville of Uchel- 
tre, knight, and to his tenani» and servants, 
from the juritMliction of Hugh Canip)»ell of 
Loudon, the Sheriff of Ayi. an<l his deputies ; 
because it is notoriously known that there is a 
deadly enmity and feid betwixt them. Privy 
Seal Keg. I., 39. What policy !] 

The offijc of the Kimf^ baUUt of Cunnin^jKam 
produced a feud of very long continuance 
between the neigbour families of Eglinton and 
Glencairn. This office had been held by Cun 
niuffhame of Kilmaurs, the predecessor of the 
Earl of Glencairn ; but had l»een transferred, in 
the reign of James II., to Alexander de Mont- 
gomery, the preilecessor of the Karl of Kglinion. 

[NoTiL^In January, 1448-9 James II. granted 
the office of the baillic of Cunningham to 
Alexander de Montgomery. The charier is 
quoUd in Wooil's Peerage I., 49(» .Alex- 
ander de .Montgomery, who obtained the 
above charU*r, died before his father, in 1452, 
seized of the said office. The reiour, dated 
17th June, 1466, was quoted by Wood, as 
above. In 1454, Alexander, Lord Mont- 
eomery, acquired the heriuble office of 
baillie of Cunninshani fnuii Jiia nephew, 
Alexander Cunningliam of Kilmaurs. Craw- 
ford's Hist, of Renfrew, 12.] 
In June, 1498, Hugh, Lonl Montgomery, 

obtained a charter to him, and his heirs, of the 
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_ __._.., i uxordinz to 

tlw litaor of the old charter thereof, which hxl 
htma graated to bis eruidfftther, Alex&iider de 
Hont^mery. Wlicther uijr fend bad aii*t«d 
about the office, before thi ' 



CnDninzhMn of Crunni, the Kiu 

for Remrewihire, in tne axe 

he not appearing, the m 

to the 4th of Norcmber next. He waa agate 

called on Tariooa daTi in November, Ueceinbar, 
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Lord Slontgoniery ■ 
ul the office, a feud took place betweee him 
and Liinl Kilmaara. whi.'li continued between 
the faiiiiliui till after the nniiii of the crowna 

Un thu I7th al Fobruary. 1498 9, Kngb, Loril 
Moalgumvry, reiioired Ciithbert, Lord Kil- 
naura, to hnd eecnrity fur hii followen keep- 
ing the pCAl'l-. 

On the l:itb of Maivh, I49S-9. > reminion 
waa gnmted to Cuthberl, l.onl Kilmaiin, and 
twi-nly-aeiren other penona, for the part of the 
forethnusht frlony coram itti'd by them on 
Oilliert liuulup of Hairpland (Uarperland) and 
(or tlie violent hurting of Donald Ra1>i«>D, com- 
ing from the Kins'i ho«l : and for all other 
actions, treaiHin, tire -raining, rape, slaughter, 
common thefl, and forrthouglil felony, com- 
mitted nt the time when they took the tolbuolb 
<tt Irvine, and alt actions corning tlirreupon, 
that day exceplol. 

INoTt— IVivy Seal Keg. II. fol. 10. There 
remains ■ reepile for ID year*, by Queen 
Mary, in I.VV2, to Roben, Lord Boyd, (or 
any aciion a^inst him. For being in the field 
with the Karl of Lcnnoa against the Queen'i 
father. iSM, at Linlithgow, A remiaaion by 
Henry and Mary to Robert, Lord Boyd, for 
assisting the Ihike of Chaltelherault in 
taking Ihe cnstlea of Haddington and Draffan, 
1366. A rcinii^ion by Henry. King of -Soota, 
to Argyle. I^rd Boyd, and others, o[ alt 
crimes commillcil since the first year of his 
ri'ign. 1566. Dvcrect of the L,ords nf Session, 
at the inalance ol Lonl Boyd, and olhna, 
against the Karl of F.glinton, for warranting 
them agniuit tbe slaughter of John Mont- 
gumery, in Iniug. l,'t5o. Letters of remis- 
sion tu Ixinl Boyd, for the slaughUr of Sir 
N-il Montsomer}', 1M7. A remission, in 
I.ITI, u( Robert, Lord Itoyd. and Thomas, 
Master of Boyd, and Robert Boyd of Baden- 
heath, and others, for bein^ in the battle o( 
Lansoiile in 1568. A rcmtasion to Ttobert, 
Lord Boyd, his son, and otfaera, for the 
■laughter of >lohn Mair,] 
John, Master of Montgomery, the son and 
bdr r>( Hueh, Lord Montgomenf, was on the 
ISUi of Joly, 1509, called in Parliament oo a 
•ammons for treason, in having boen parlici- 
paat to attaching and wonnding WilUam 



Impped aftcrwaidi. 



« pro- 



soon after ■nbmitted tbeir diffcrvoce* to th« 
hishnp of Moray, tbe Baiis of Angna, Ai^gjK 
Caaaillis, and to Lord Bonhwick, which mU- 
tratora pronounced a ilecrae, on tbe l2Ui of 
January, 1509-10, finding that the Eari ol 
t^liuton had a fall and heritable right to lb* 
offio* ot baillie of Cunningham. Bnt, tboogh 
this decree settled the l«pil right to tb« oBm^ 
it did not terminate 'he fead between tb« twn 
Earls. 

A temissioQ waa, on tbe 24ih of April, 1SI7. 
granted to William Cunningham, Kniah^ 
Master o( Glencaim, and to twent j-aaren of Ua 
(ollowera, (or the slaughter of Matthew Moat- 
gomery, Archibald Caldwell, and John Snltht 
and (or the wounding of John MontgooMry, tb* 
■on and heir of Hugh, Earl el Rglinton; aad (or 
forethought felony. 

tNoTE.— Privy Bed Reg. V. lOS.— Tha alwn 

John Mootgomary, die Master of Hgti"*'— , 

was afterwards slain in the codflict npoa tha 

street of Edinburgh which was oalled CU^ 

(JU fttHwy. between the Earls of Anns tmi 

Arran, and their several partiBnaon Uw JOth 

April, 1520. John Moo tgomery (ongfataBd 

fell fighting nn the side at Arran.l 

The feud still continued in ISa) lietwaw tba 

Earla of Kglioton anil Dlencaim. In the IHwUa- 

meet of November, tS26, Cnthbert, Sari W 

Ulencaim, asked doonmenta, that tbe bri al 

Amui declared, if the Eari of EglintoD « 

not take friends and paia lo oonoord oaoci' 

all matters dehateable between the aaid B 

^linton and filencaim, that tbe Karl ot E_ ._ 

ton should neither have the Earl ol AmB!> 

heart uor hii help in time to come. Not two 

reara after this declaratioa in Parlia^MM^ 

William, the Maater of Glennum, aad Ui 

followers burnt the caatle of BglintoB. 

[N<m.— As appears by the King's letter d th* 

IStb o( November, 1528, stating ttiu it wm 

obvious to him (thsKinglaad the Lords ef Hi 

Council, that the Earl of EgUnton aai kfc 

predecessors wen infeft in bis several iMifc 



kno* 



I that tbe principal meeraage a< tte mU 

' ' ' I manor-hooae of "?"■'>'«. wm 
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Mid his followers, and the charten, infeft- 
nests, and eridents of the said lands were 
oonsomed therein ; therefore, the King 
aekoowledged the said Hogh, Earl of Eglin- 
ton, to be his immediate tenant in the said 
lands. The Bari accordingly obtained a 
charter for them, nnder the gieat seal of the 
2ard of January, 1528-9.— Great Seal Reg. 
XXn. 207, 232.] 

The aboye were not the only atrocitiee in 
Ayrshire. John Kennedy, the son of John, 
Lord Kennedy, stole the horse of Ferguson, and 
another horse from his own mother, the Countess 
of Enrol, and he committed other felonies. For 
thess orimee he received the King's remission 
hi November, 1508. 

{Note.— Privy Seal Reg. IV., 154.— The above- 
mentioned Countess of Krrol was Elizabeth 
Gordon, the daughter of George, Earl of 
Huntley, widow of Niool, Earl of Errol, and 
the second wife of John, Lord Kennedy, by 
whom she had this abominable son, John 
Kennedy, who is omitted in the peerages of 
Crawford and of Donslas ; but his name is 
mentioned in Wood's reerage I. 328.] 

After the disastrous battle of Flodden, on the 
Ml September, 1513, many violent acts were 
oommitted in Scotland, particularly in the 
South. In Ayrshire the strong nouses of 
Uohiltre and of Cumnock were both violently 
taken pos s ea s ion of, their owners having fallen 
OB Flodden field. Robert Colville of Uchiltre, 
the director of the chancery, having been killed 
at Flodden, his castle was instantly taken 
posses s ion of by David Colville ana James 
Colville and their followers. Cumnock Castle 
was also taken possession of by violence, Dun- 
bar, the owner, having also fallen in his 
country's cause. The Privy Council, in Sep- 
tember, 1513, directed letters to be written to 
those violent intruders to surrender the castles 
oi Cumnock and Uchiltre, and a proclamation 
was made in the usual form and manner to eifisBt 
the same purpose. 

(NoTB.— The Privy Council heard the complaint 
of the widow of the Laird of Uchiltre, who 
had sacrificed his life at Flodden in his 
country's cause, and whose house had been 
thus violently possessed.] 

The Kinff granted various remissions for such 
eiimea, and amons the offenders were the Earl 
of CassiUis and his followers. But could the 
granting such remissions for such crimes have 
4UBy other effiBct than to promote the perpetra- 
tion of crimes, and to make distnrfaaooM ia a 



country which was sufficiently disturbed with- 
out artificial incitements ? 

Gilbert, Earl of Cassillis, who received the 
above respite in 1526, was slain at Prestwick, 
in Kyle, on the 22nd of December, 1527, by 
Hugh Campbell of London, the Sheriff of Ayr, 
aideid bv a great number of followers. This was 
said to be done by the iostiffation of Sir James 
Hamilton, the ba«tard son of the Earl of Arran. 
The Sheriff of Ayr absconded till he could 
obtain a remission. At Stirling, on the 1st of 
July, 1528, a remission was granted to Hugh 
Campbell, the Sheriff of Ayr, and 1400 other 
persons, for the late slaughter of Gilbert, Earl 
of Cassillis. 

[Note.— Privy Seal Reg. Vm. 103.— TheKmg 
soon after ratified, in Parliament, the re- 
mission to the Sheriff of Ayr and his friends 
and followers. In Jnne, 1547, Sir Neil Mont- 
gomery of Lainshaw was killed in a feud by 
Lord Boyd. On the 20th April, 1586, Hugh, 
the son of Huffh, the Earl of Eglinton, was 
shot on the highway by John Cunningham of 
Colmcberth and bis adherents. But it 
appears not that any of the as^tassins wvre 
punished, so frequent was the crime, and so 
slight was the offence deemed by such 
ungovemed times !] 

The numerous clan of the Kennedies, in 
Carrick, was divided, during the reign of 
James VI., b^ a feud, which involved many 
parties, particularly the Kennedies amooff 
themselves. The origin of this great feud 
seems to have arisen from the violent and cruel 
treatment of Allan Stewart, the commendator 
of Cross-raffwell, in 1570, by the Earl of 
Cassillis and his brother, Thomas Kennedy of 
Cullean. The cruelty was perpetrated in 
Auffust and September, 1570, by the Earl and 
his brother in order to obtain from the com- 
mendator leases of part of the estate of the 
monastery of Cross-ragweil. To effect this 
interested object, the &t\ anplied torture to a 
respectable person. When Kennedy, the laird 
of Barseny, heard of the treatment of his 
friend, he obtained the authority of govern* 
ment for procuring his release. The carl of 
Cassillis was cha^^, by the authority of 
goyemment, to liberate the commendator of 
Cross-ragwell, under pain of rebellion. As the 
Earl duohtjtd this charge, the Uird of Bar* 
geny, by the same authority, assembled kis 
retaiiierB, and took the Earl's castle of Dnaurs, 
wherein the commendator was confined. The 
Early enraged at this capture, assembled his 
ysMsls, in Garrick, and in Wssi Gallowav ; 
aad he besieged his castle of Dnnnre, whteh 
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WM hnrtij AelenAei by tbc lain! of Bargsny, 
who. by tha aalhority of the soTernmcnl, 
ualW uut the King's liege* in Kyle mod ia 
CuiiuioghBin to hia ud. Su.;h > force u'u thus 
oollecUrd M ohlised the Eurl to raitc the aiege. 
The caetle of Dunure wu, in this niBnaer, 
relieveil, and the gsllant Bargeny remained, 
lor •ome time, ia ]io«euiaii of it. The feud 
thai produced between B&rgeny t,tul bia chief, 
the lukrl of Cuaitlia. remained aueitinguiahed 
for mmiy years. Gilbcrl, the Earl of Cuaillia, 
died tu 1376, and waa aucceeded by hia aon 
John, who, lieinfi a miunr, waa governed by hie 
ancU, Sir Thonuu Kennedy of Cullean, as tutor, 
till the infant came of age. 

The above [eud produced a lAltte in Carrich, 
on the 8th uf December. 1601, between the 
Earl ol Cauillie and 4Iilbert Kennedy of Uar- 

tsny. Bargeny aecma to have been either 
illed in the confiiul, or to hnve died of hia 
wounds. And live mom lis afterwarda, bis 
death waa revenged by the asHasaimition of 
Kennedy u( Cullean. tiio UDeic of the l-larl of 
Canillis. 

There was a eubordiiiaie feud lielwetn .Sir 
Thomas Kennedy and John Murn i>f Auction 
drain, which seemed to be amicably settled. 
But revenge atill ranlile.1 in the heart of Mure; 
and Sir Thomas Kenncily, having niacic an 
appoiulmctit to meet Mure, this malicious man 
gave notice of the a()pointed day to ThonuiB 
Kennedy, of Drumurchio, the brother of the 
laird of Uargeny ; and Mure incited Keimedy 
of Drumurcliie to seize this occasion of reveng- 
ing his bcotiier'a death. Kennedy of Drum- 
Drehie adopted this advice ; and, with the aid 
of hia fntnds, waylaid and murdered Sir 
Thomas Kennedy of Cullean, on the Mth of 
May, lOU-.', and rob1>ed him oi his valuables, to 
the amount of £-JU0O. T)ie iKucnew of Mure 
was pnnishrd, sFlvr Ihe rffluiifin uC nine yeare. 
In July, 1611, Muru anil his wm wrre tried, in 
lbs Justiciary Courl, fur the murder of 
Kennedy of Cullean ; and Mure, the father. 
was convicted of this o<)ioui crime. On the 



Cji 



ne day, liot 

ivicted (or the mur-lcr of William IWrym 



Id, and tlieir ealates l<> U fiTfeitol. 
Thomas KenDL'(ly,oC Drumurcliir, met with 
a similar (ale, being conviclcd ul a similar 
erime. Jean, the Counles. o( C^'titlix. who 
was aceoni|iBnie.l l>y the master of Cassillis and 
•even oilier frienda and aervanta. were sitackvd 
by Kennedy of Drumurchie, on the 18th of 
May, 1003. who was assiated by fifty armed 



The 



and her altendaols. found 



lingaul (t Auektntoul), in Carrick. 
the aasaaains set fire to tha hunaa of Aochia- 

RuL The Countess and her attendants Sad 
>m the flamea. One of them was slain ; and 
■even being taken prisunen, were detained, till 
they agreed to pay large auma of money, and 
forsake their chief, the Earl of Casnllis. For 
this violeaoe, Kennedy of Dmmnrchte waa 
summoned to appear before the parliameDt, of 
April, 16M. This criminal petwin fled horn 
Sootland. Bui the process being coBlinaed, 
his estate, and life, were forfeited, on tha llth 
July, 1604. 

Hugh, Karl of Bglinton, died on tb« 3rd of 
SepUmber, 1546. and left his son, Hugh, aa hi* 
heir, who was considerably under sixteen yaan ^ 
of aire : having several persons for hii curators. 
Sir Neil Montgomery of Langshaw, the grand- 
uncle of the young Earl, althunah not ona of 
his curators, took possession of the family 
casllea of Eglinton, in Ayr. and of Polnoon ia 
Renfrew, while he aasuioed the command of 
the cbtn, anil vassaU. Some opposition apposn 
to have been niaile to tbia presumption, bj 
Marian Seatoii, the coun teas -dowager of Eglin 
ton : but she was induced to come to an agree- 
ment with Sir Keil on the 29th of !Sept«mhsr, 
whereby he was to act as the chief of the clan, 
anil vaaaals, till iho ynnag Earl shiiuld attain 
the age of sixteen ; Bn<l he waa, moreover, to 
receive the ward, and ri'nts, of a oertaia sbalW 
of the land, with the castle of Egliolon, aa well 
as other properly. At St Andrewa, on tha 
ITth of Novenilier, 1S46, in the ,>Ttwiice of the 
Governor and Council, Sir Neil agreed to re- 
ceive into favour several retainers of the lat« 
Earl, in conformity to the lale Earl's tavl will 
and testament. a« well as with the contract 
maile with the t'ountesa Blnre mentiimed. 
And he gave aasuriincv to the said (^Qn teas, 
with sixteen scrvaiilH, u> come to the castle of 
Polnoon, on the *2.>th uf November current : 
and there receive the money, jewel*, a«d 
avidenls. ami other goods, wherewith ba had 
intromit ted in the aaid castle. 
tNurc — These engagements were reoordcd in 



Neil Monlgonu 

ed by Robert 

obtained a ren 

to whom he was a retainer.] 

A feud had oiisted, aa we have Been, betwasa 
the families of Eglinton and riloncaim daring a 
oentury, and it occasionally produoad acta of 
violence at different times. It now indnetd tha 
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ktion of the Earl of Eglinton, at the end 
of tao mooths, after he had aucceeded to hit 
lather's title and inheritance, when, riding from 
hia own castle, he was, at the river Annock, 
wavl*id and shot by David Canningham of 
Robertland and other Cunninghams. They 
w«re instigated to commit this atrocious crime 
l^ (he Ban of Glencaim, upon a promise, which 
he afterwards denied, of maintaining them in so 
foul an act. The youthful Earl was much 
regretted by the country. Spottiswoode 
observes that this unhappy fact dia cost much 
blood, and was afterwards honourably avenged 
by Robert, the master of Bglinton, thedeceaseil*s 
brother. 

[NoTK. — He does not, we see, remark on the 
childishness of a King, and feebleness of a 
Government which could leave it to a brother 
to revenge such a deed.] 

The assassins were denounced rebels, and 
process of law was issued for arresting them. 
But this was of little avail, as they skulked 
amoDff their friends during several year^, and 
thereby eluded so inefficient a pursuit. On the 
13th of August, 1586, an ordinance of the Ring 
in Council was made, authorising Robert, master 
of Eglinton, to take possession of the houses of 
Robertland and of Aiket, to be retained till 
their owners should be taken, or find security 
to stand trial for the murder of the Earl ; and 
the master of Eglinton was authorised to levy a 
certain part of the retits of RobertUnd ana of 
Aiket to dischanze the expense of retaining the 
Mud houses. This act of Council was ratified 
and enforced by an Act of Parliament in July, 
1087. Yet in March, 1591-2, David Cunning- 
ham of Robertland obtained from the Kins a 
pardon for so monstrous an offence, and an oraer 
of the Privy Council for the delivery of his 
honse. Some of the accomplices also obtained 
pardons by means of the Elarl of Glencaim, who 
was himself the principal assassin. On the 5th 
<d Jnoe, 1592, two Acts of Parliament were 
passed repealing the order in Council of the 13th 
of Auffust, 1586, and the Act of Parliament of 
the 29th of July, 1587, and directing Robert, 
master of Eglinton, to surrender the houses of 
RobertUmd and Aiket, and one of those Acts of 
Parliament ratified the pardon to Cunningham 
of Robertland. On passing those Acts, the 
King, in the presence of Parliament, declared 
that so far as he remembered he never granted 
a pardon to any person who was accessory to 
the murder of the Earl of Eglinton, except the 
remission to Cunningham of Robertland, where- 
npon James, Earl of Glencaim, protested that 
the King's declaration should not prejudice any 



of the Earl's friends who had already obtained 
pardons for the said murder, but that they 
should be allowed to plead their several remis- 
sions in their defences when prosecuted for the 
murder of Eglinton, notwithstunding the King's 
declaration. 

Under any other Government than that of 
Scotland under James VI., it would have been 
thought very extraordinary that none of the 
assassins of an Earl should have been punished 
for so atrocious a crime. It was such laxity 
which incited private revenge rather than publio 
punishment. Of course, feuds continuen, and 
revenge was incited rather than assuaged. 
There was, at the same time, a feud between 
Kennedy of Blaircjuhan, iu Carrick, and Stewart 
of Garlies, in Western (lalloway. At length, in 
November, 1592, the Church interposed, the 
judicatories of the Church considering such 
feu lis to be contrary to religion, as inconsistent 
with law. 

The feud between the family of Kglincon and 
Glencaim continued many years. Twenty 
years after the assassination of the Earl of 
Eglinton, it produced a great disturbance, 
under the very eyes of parliament and privy 
council, at Perth, on the Ut of July, 1606. On 
the very day of the meeting of parliament, at 
Perth, George, Lord Seton, and his brother, 
Alexander Seton, meeting the Earl of (vlencaira 
and his attendants, in the bridge gate, made an 
attack on him for revenging the murder of 
their uncle, Hugh, Earl of Eglinton, by the 
Cunninghams, in 1586, which was inntigated by 
the EUirl of Glencaim. l^th parties having 
drawn their weapons, a tumult was raised, 
which continued tor some time, and disturbed 
the council which was then sitting. Lord Seton 
was summoned before the council, for creating 
a disturbance during the sitting of Parliament. 
But he, retreating from the noisy scene, was 
dei^ounced a rebel for not appearing to the 
summons. 

During the reign of James Vi., owing, per- 
haps, to the unsettled state of the times, ii 
became the fashion for country gentlemen to 
live in taverns and houses of refreshment 
rather than their own castles. The parliament 
of October, 1581, interposed, by an act against 
the abuse of some landed gentlemen, and 
others, forbearing to keep house at their o%m 
dwelling-places, and boanling themselves in 
ale-houses. 

[Note.— In March. 1600, the treasurer paid £5 
6o 8d to James Creichtoun. sheriflf in that 
part, for summoning Hugh Kennedy of Pin- 
whirrie, John Kennedy of Rridgend, Hugh 
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Kennedy in (iirvan Mains (and other genlle- 
men) to compear before thir lords of sestion, 
to hear themselves decernit to have incurred 
the pains contained in the actis of parliament 
for burding (U)irding) th«^nisolve8 in oiW/or 
bouses (inns). The Troiistinr*s l(ooks.] 

This coarseness, thus puiiiMbe<1, by enforcing 
penalties, ere long went out of fashion, 
especially among the married gentlemen, who, 
mrely, could not have bunl»^a thfir wiieA in 
oisUar hovsen. 

Dariiig subsequent times, whijh appear to 
have run into contrary extremes, the good 
people of Ayrshire followcil their neighbours 
mto tlie faMatical follies wlucii, during the 
"ffrand rebellion," pi-evailed in Scotland. Tliey 
Mfopte<l ** the covenant," they supplied the 
■ation during that period with a lonl chan- 
cellor, in the pi^rson of .fohn, Karl of Loudon, 
Aod they contributed men and money, while 
they had any to spare, to suppress the sove- 
reign, without being able to exist without a 
King, pro^de<l he would adopt **the cove- 
nant/' which was only assumed to be broken. 
By carrying such follies to extremes, tlie 
mltng clergy and laity brought on the subtluc- 
iion of the kingdom, by a great ei , and more 
artful, and able fanatick than themselves. 
The nobles of Ayrshire who were most active 
during that busy pcrioil were the Karl of 
London, the Chancellor. an<l the Karls of 
Ounllia, (tlencaim, and Kglinton. Of the 
oommiasioners, lay 9nd clerical, who were sent 
to negotiate with Charles U., at Breda, the 
chief was the Eari of Cassdlis. And i hey suc- 
ceeded, by whatever artifice, in bringing the 
Kinff with them to iScotland. 

The results are sufficiently known. The 
Kinff found his way from KngUuid to France, 
by bis secrecy and a<ldn;s8, notwithstanding 
every effort to arrest him. The death of 
Cromwell, and the conviction of the great body 
of the people as to the folly and the fruitless- 
Bsss ol the late warfare, pro<luccd the restora- 
tion of Cliarles IL, in May, lAHO. 

Whetlier his government, in Scotland, or 
souic «'f the clergy, with their followers, were 
the mo«t to bluni**, cannot easily be ascertained. 
The government ct»nntiiutly recollected the 
Ute confusions, and the PMi-nt fanatioism ; 
which had confounde<l all the forms of the 
constitution, and the principles of society. 
They dr«uie<l the renewal of such scenes. The 
portion of the clergy, who were most fanatical, 
considered the Cffvniant as still in existence ; 
they were not convinced that the 6r8t principles 
of every society existed here in full force ; they 



of consequence were guilty of the most visionary 
follies, which was a material injury to all thoea 
who allowed themselves to be so far deluded as 
to commit a wrong to the community wberd 
they were members. 

under such circumstances the govemmcDt 
adoptcnl extraordinary remedies ; considering 
that the King's power had been denied ; the 
force of the laws had been disputed ; and tbc 
authority of the government nad been set at 
naught. In 1664, the towns of Ayr and Irvine 
were directed to choose quite dinerent magis- 
trates from those who had refused to make the 
declaration appointed for all those who acted 
in any public trust. In 1666, Ayrshire coo* 
tribuUsd its people, and its purse, towards the 
insurrection, which was dispersetl at Pentland* 
hills. A committee of the privy council, under 
a special commission, sat at Ayr in March, 
1678, for directing the military execution io 
its proper objects. On the 4th of that month, 
a garrison of 120 foot and horse were placed in 
the house of Blain]uhan, in Carrick ; in Bar- 
skimming- house, 60 foot and horse ; in Ceea- 
nock, the same number of foot and horse. In 
a<ldition to such military measures, the high- 
land host, as the highland clans were called, 
were brought iuto the western shires, to live at 
free quarter. Wodrow has preserved "an 
account of the losses sustained by quartering, 
robbing, and spoiling, of the sohfiers, ami hy 
the highland host," m March, 1678:— 

Scoto Money. 

In Kyle, the value of the 

whole losses, £55,419 11 

In Carrick, the same, ... 31,677 
In Cunningham, the siime, 50,402 15 



The loss in Ayrshire, ... £137,499 6 
Many other losses in Ayrshire are reckoned by 
Wodrow. And all these losses and vezatiooa 
wsre sustained fur the profit and the pleaaort 
of preaching, or l>eing preached to, in UKMses 
and moors on hills and in dales. The ccoes- 
quenee .>f such proceeilings were insurreoUoiit 
and civil wars in Ayrshire. In July, 1680^ 
a conflict occurred at Airs-moss, in Jkochinlei^ 
parish, where the insurgents wore overpowered, 
and their leaders were taken. It was not so 
much a change of measures as a change ol 
manners that could obtain quiet amoqg a 
people as fanatical as they were irascible. 

We might, from these circumstances, sup- 
pose that the people of Ayrshire wonld ccoour 
xealously in the Revolution of 1688. As one of 
the western shires, Ayrshire sent its full pro- 
portion of armed men to Bdinhurgh, to prelect 
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tiM oonvcntion of tstaies. On the 6th of April, 
1680i» the foroet that had oome from the loestem 
-commiim having received thanka from^the con- 
Ttottoo, for their seaaoiuible service, they 
iMunadiately departed, with their arms, to their 
raqwetive homes. They were offered some 
gimitfioation ; but they would receive none, 
Mjing that they had oome to «ave and serve 
imkr comiiry, but not to enrich themselves at 
tbe nation's expense. It was at the same time 
ordered " that the inhabiiants of the town of 
Ayr should be kept together, till further 
oraers." On the 14th of May arms were 
ocdered to be given to Lord Barseny, an Ayr- 
•hire baronet. On the *25th of May, in answer 
to a letter from the Earl of Eglinton, the con- 
rention ordered *' that the heritors, and fencible 
meii, in the shire of Ayr, be instantly raised, 
and commanded, in conformity to the appoint- 
meot of the estates. " But, of such proofs of 
the revolutionary priuoiples of Ayrshire, 
«ioagh ! The men of Ayr not only approved 
ot the Revolution, but they drew their swords in 
aopport of it<« establishment and principles. On 
that memorable occasion, the governors were 
not only changed ; but new principles were 
adopted, and better practices were introduced ; 
and the Ayrshire people were crratified by the 
■abolition of episcopacy, and by the substitution 
of presbyteriauism in its room, which brought 
wito it its old maxims of intolerance, and its 
invariable habit of persecution. 

There was, moreover, placed at the head of 
the college of justice the Lord Viscount Stair, 
one of the celebrated men whom Ayrshire has 
produced ; yet msy we doubt if the law and 
right were administered, according to the 
genuine maxims of the Revolution. 

INoTS. — The fleshers of Ayr-town brought an 
action against their magistrates, for suspend- 
ing a fine imposed upon them, and choosing a 
ilMCon of their trade, contrary to an act of 
their town council, annulling that incorpora- 
tion, for having a deaeonry. It was answered 
hy the magistrates that the act of parlia- 
ment, 1655, prohibited deacons. Yet, the 
lords did not regard this, saith Fountainhall, 
•eaing that the universal practice of the 
nation bad nm in the contrary ; and findins 
thoy had more than a possessory judgment <n 
•even years, they maintained the fleshers in 
their poMession, and suspended the fine. 
FomitainhaU L 635-6.] 

We thus see a custom set up, in the face of 
an aet of parliament ; so difficult is it for the 
old to forget the prejndioea of their youth ! 
Tlb9 Reyolntion led on, however, to one of the 



most fortunate events in the annals of Northern 
Britain, the incorporate union of Scotland with 
Enffland. 

The established principles of Ayrshire led 
the people to concur with the Union. Ayr- 
town, like (vlasgow, had no mob, and had no 
agitators, to pervert either the many or the 
few. The people of Ayrshire uf course ac- 
quiesced in what had hten agreed upon, as 
comprehendins the best terms that could be 
obtained ; ana experience has confirmed the 
rectitude of their concurrence, and the salutari- 
ness of the wisdom that directed the nation, in 
agreeing to stipulations, which were solid in 
their avowed theory, and saluUiry in their 
practical efleot. 

OF ITS AURICULTURK, MANUFACTURK, AND 

TRADK. 

Ayrshire, after the effluxion of many an age, 
remained still covered with woods, which 
sheltered the game, and protected the cattle, 
which supplied the wretched inhabitants with 
the necessaries of life. ** Yes," sa^s the intelli- 
gent minister of Dalrymple parish, *' mosses 
cover our ancient forests." The Scoto-Irish 
colonists, who came in upon the desceudants of 
the Damnii, did not change much the old 
habits and newer manners of their predecessors, 
in this diversified country. They lived chiefly 
by the pasturage of their cattle, and during 
many a year, benire peats or coals were thought 
of, as fuel, cut down the woods for their 
necessary firing. Such was, perhaps, the 
georgical state of Ayrshire durinff the Sooto- 
Saxon period. At length, Alexander III. died, 
without a successor, which introduced a com- 
petition, with long and wasteful wars, as well 
as civil feuds. It was in this period, also, that 
the towers, castles, and fortlets were built, to 
shelter the Icrd of the manor from surprise, and 
to protect him from the expected intrusion of a 
personal enemy. 

At a much later period, as low down, per- 
haps, as 1750, the farm houses were mere 
hovels, havinff an open hearth, or fire-place, in 
the middle of the floor ; the dunghill at tha 
door ; the cattle starving, and the people 
^rretched. There were no fallows, no green 
crops, no artificial grass ; no carts, or waggons; 
no straw yards, or hardly a potato or any 
esculent root. Such was the agricultural stats 
of Ayrshire about the year 1750, a period of 
great commercial prosperity. The farms were 
generally divided between the infield, and tha 
outfield, land. The first received the whole 
manure ; the second was almost relinquished in 
despair. From each husbandmen, what rent 
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oould the landlords expect? Yet, such was 
the general state of Avrshire as low down as 
1750, when both manufacture and commerce, 
at the end of long wars, prospered greatly. 

It is, certainly, a much more pleasant task to 
trace the rise and progress of agricultural 
improvements, than to recount the effects of 
nnskUfulness and the miseries of langour. Th? 
dawn of a better husbandry began to appear in 
the union with England. The year 1723, as it 
was the epoch of the association of improvers, 
at Edinburgh, may be deemed the morning of a 
better spirit. But, such associations can only 
be confined to the higher orders of men, who 
readily perceive their own interest, and do not 
•oon spread their benefits over the whole 
agriculture of a county, having an unkindly 
cumate, and an ungrateful soiL The year 
1767 may be deemeil the true epoch of 
efficient improvements, bc'inff also the epoch of 
the settlement of Margaret, (>>unte8S of Loudon, 
in Sorn Castle. (In wight's Agricultural Tours 
that castle is twice called Lorn Castle.) Wight 
had the honour to see this very uncommon 
woman, the daughter and wife of two earls 
who, in her younger days, had adorned Courts 
by her elegance, in her widowhood sat down, in 
a solitary castle, amidst rudeness and ignorance, 
and who lived here upwards of seventy years, 
improving her demesne, ^ind benefitting her 
neighbourhood. Fifty years ago, saith Wisht, 
when this lady took up her residence in iM>m 
Castle (1727), not a tree was to be seen, a 
scrubby wood excepted, and now the finest oaks 
and other barren trees are striving, as it were, 
which shall rise the highest. The plantations 
are extensive, and traine<l in the best order, 
everything being directed by the Countess her- 
self. The soil of her farm is far from being 
kindly, continues the intelligent Wight; yet 
by skill and perseverance she has brought it 
into high order ; not greater verdure can be 
seen anywhere. In a word, herfarm sraces the 
county of Ayr, and might grace tne richest 
county in Hritnin. She surprised me with her 
knowledge in husbandry ; discoursed on the 
qualities of various grasses ; inquired into the 
method of raising potatoes from the apple ; and 
expressed uncommon zeal for husbandry 
improvements. 

[NoTK.— She die*l, in the 99th year of her age, 
on the 3rtl of April, 1779.— Scou Mag. 1779. 
Which is mistakingly statetl, in 1777, in 
Wood's Peerage. Dr Johnson and Mr Bos well 
offered their homage to this venerable woman.] 

But it was at a much later period when the 
nobility and gentry of Ayrshire began to 



improve their estates upon systematic principles^ 
under ihe skilful direction ofintelligeat stewards. 
Farmers were even invited by tnem from the 
more southern shirdi to show the inferior 
husbandmen the practice of the best principles 
of ffennine farming. The clergy of this snire 
haa been celebrated for their knowledge of this 
most useful art, and for teaching their 
parishioners how much they would benefit their 
families by departing from old ignorance and 
adopting new knowledge. Much had been done, 
in this country of various soils and wet oUmate, 
bv enclosing and planting, by pulverizing the 
glebe, before Wight made his first tour in Ayr- 
shire, during 1777. The landlords and tenants 
now began to drain their fields, which were 
overcharged with moisture ; to apply much 
lime as the most efficacious manure ; to cnltivmte 
grass rather than com in so wet a climate ; and 
to turn most of their attention to what was the 
ancient practice, by feeeding cattle and sheej^ 
with less attention to rotation of crops than is 
used in those districts which are blessed with 
happier climes. It is in vain to talk of any 
settled system of rotations, ^ce the true 
practice of every district mubt be adopted from 
the known circumstances of their soil and 
climate. The cultivation of grasses, and the 
peculiarity of climate, has induced the farmers 
of Ajrrshire to carry the practice of the dairy 
beyond example in »>cotland, and equal to that 
of England. The value of those dairies to Ayr- 
shire in milk, butter, cheese, and cattle is rery 
considerable. The ardent spirit of improvement 
has been now roused, ana promise« a long 
endurance. The true system of agriculture, 
considering the soil and climate, is now perfectly 
understood, not only by the nobility, gentry, 
and clergy, but also by the profened fanners ; 
and the interest and benefit which result from 
that system, boih to the landlord and tenant, 
are so well known and acknowledged that it 
will probably long continue to bless an indus- 
trious people. 

There is another kind of improvement which 
is analogous to agriculture, and is of vast 
importance to every georsical people. In for- 
mer times Ayrshire had no other roads but 
those pathways which led to church and market. 
But since the spirit of improvement was nused^ 
and the people came to understand the faene6t 
of communications, roads, general and ricinal, 
have been made in almost every direotioo 
wherein policy pointed the course. 

Analogous to roads are railways, and a Tery 
important one of rather more than nine milet 
has been made by the Duke of Portland^ frot 
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the Troon point, npon the Clyde frith, to Kil- 
marnock, having for it« end two great objects — 
to connect Kilmarnock, a place of considerable 
manofacture and trade, with the Troon ; and to 
ooBTev the coaU from the several collieries of 
the adjoining country. Whatever interest the 
Dnke mar have had, yet the public spirit which 
directed bis labours merits the highest praise as 
his country*s benefactor. There are other rail- 
ways formed and forming in various districts of 
Aynhire, which will greatly promote the export 
of her staples, though coal seems to be one of 
the greatest. 

Next to railways in utility are canals. Several 
small canals have been executed, cither for 
removing coals to the place of export at Salt- 
ooats or transporting minerals and metals to the 
ironworks of Muirkirk. But what arc those 
either in usefulness or greatness to the canal 
which was projected from (^lasffow and Ardros- 
lan, one and thirty miles, one- third whereof has 
been executed from Tradeston, opposite to 
Gla^ow, on the Clyde, to Johnstone, beyond 
Paisley. Such a canal would have coUectea the 
whole products of the adjoining coimtry, and 
carried them either to Glasgow or to Ardrossan, 
or might have facilitated the import to Ardros- 
san or the export from Glasgow. But the 
expectation of transferring Port-Glasgow and 
Greenock to Ardrossan was surely hopeless. 
Such a frith and river, which carry West India 
•hips to the wharfs of Glasgow, are not to be 
superseded by a ditch canal, particularly when 
to these natural advantages are added the pro« 
digious advantages of steamboats. 

We are thus carried forwanl to considerations 
oonceming the manufactures and trade of Ayr- 
shire. From the ages that the descendants of 
the Damnii ceased to paint their Ixxlies, and 
were driven, by a rugged climate, to cover 
themselves with the skins and the furs of the 
beasts which they killed, every family must 
have carried on some manufacture. The mild- 
ness, the energy, and the enterprise of the long 
reign of C^eorse III. carried up that domestic 
manufacture, m this shire, to the extent and 
importance of professetl and public manufac- 
tures. The fabricks of wool, of linen, of cotton, 
of leather, of iron, had taken very deep root 
here, amid the advantages of Ayrshire. Fuel 
is very abundant ; the necessaries of life are 
plenty, and cheap. The materials for building 
are at hand ; the channels of communication 
are open and free. The materials of manufac- 
ture are either produced in the shire, or easily 
obtained. For their own products the markets 
are near. The vicinity of such towns as Glas- 



gow and Paisley inspired all orders with 
mdustry and suppliea them with employ- 
ment ; and this intercourse was promoteaand 
strengthened by the many roads which traversed 
every district. In this manner, then, the seeds 
of vieoroufl manufactures were sown with an 
abundant hand throughout Ayrshire. The 
fabricks of wool «eem to have taken root here 
in very early times. Bonnets and serges were, 
to a great value, made in early times by the 
industry of Kilmarnock. Machinery of various 
kinds and singular use were introduced here as 
early as machinery was thought of. Carpets 
and cloths and stockingn were ma<lc ; hut after 
all their efforts they seem not to have fabri- 
cated the finer broad cloths. This useful 
manufacture of a material produced in the 
same country extended at the end of last 
century to every district in this shire. In 
Dalmellington, and in Cumnock, this manu- 
facture is carried to a great extent of various 
kinds, by the aid of machinery, for teojiing and 
carding wool. Connected witti these woollen 
fabricks there are established in every parish 
dyers and fullers. 

The linen manufacture has aUo been intro- 
duced into Ayrshire, though it has never been 
carried to a great extent. In the year ending 
with Noveml)er, 1800, there were made in 
Ayrshire 60,414 yards for sale, of the value 
of £59S6 llsO^d. As the other manufactures 
prospered, the linen decline<l ; so that in 1815, 
a great year of manufacture, there were only 
made for sale in this shire, 21,039 yanls of 
linen, worth £.3418 7s lOJd. And thii* manu- 
facture became less in its amount and value 
in 1819. The making of thread has been 
carried to a considerable extent in Beith. 
There were here employed seventy mills for 
twisting thread, which were turned either by 
steam, or by the strength of men. 

About the year 1770, the manufacturing of 
silk was introduced into Ayrshire, and em- 
ployed many persons. But the fashion changed; 
ana: with it the fabrick fell. 

The cotton manufacture was inirotlueeil into 
Ayrshire about the year 1787, soon after ii was 
established in Glasgow and Paisley. («reat 
works were settled at Catrine, which have been 
carried to a great extent ; and which have rai9e<l 
a town where there was scarcely a village ; and 
the weaving of muslins has spread over the 
whole of this country, though with less ad- 
\'antage, owing to the habiu of the weavers. 
Incident to those manulacturvs is bleaching, 
which has been carried to a great amount in 
this shire. 
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nbtjut ta.ms tool, being slmoat 3637 loiu of 

increase on laat year. — From the ciutom- 

hotite acoonnta.] 

Irvine seems generally tn have had more ahipi 
ihnn Ayr. In 1(156 Inino bad 4 Urnnea, 
uHrr>-ing «) tons. In I6f»2 Irdne hwl H nnaU 
nhipB, hanines. and liuats. At the «i<I of ■ cen- 
tury this iiort pwscsiH-il 1%^ veaaels, bearing 
K)20 tnni. In the custom-house regiater the 
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Iraik', -U shipa, hnving XlSfi tons ; in the coaat 
tmilt, 13 atiips, having 4M tons ; in fiAhing, 
none. Irvine was said, m llio same rwuter, to 
have employcil, in /nrriyu tnule, 112 ship*, 
liavinjt t(97-2 tons ; in the coast trade, 1 1 shija. 
having -Zii tons ; in liHhing, fl aliipa, liaving lOI 
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the chief town in Kyle-Stewart. Under a 
charter of James VI., in June, 1600, it has a 
riffht to choose a chancellor, two baillies, and 
oUier officers, to grant franchises, and to bold 
markets. To this burgh there belongs 1000 
acres of land, which are divided among 36 free- 
men or barotutf each of whom enjoy a lot of 
arable land and pasturage on the common moor. 
All this was supposed to be very fine, but tlie 
burgh of Prestwick has not flourished. 

At the issue of the river of Ayr into the Frith 
of Clyde, under some ancient fortlet, there rose, 
in ancient times, the hamlet of Ayr, thougii the 
Celticism of the people was not very favourable 
either to traffick or towns. In 1 197 a.d. there 
appears to have been a new town 8cttle<l, 
between the Don and Ayr, as well as a castle, 
which, in the charter of Ayr, by King William, 
is called " Novum castellum mecum super Ayr." 
The King here erected a bnrtjhy with the usual 
liberties to his burgesses, with some Ian<ls. 

(NoTR. — In 1233 King Alexander II. confinned 
the charter of \\ illiani, aud the grant of 
Alexander was confirmed by a charter of 
l>avi<l II. in 1367. In the grant of Alexander 
to his queen in 1221, it was allowed that the 
nueen and her heirs might go to the castle of 
Ayr and enjoy the benefits of the Castellaria 
till the decease of her mother.] 

It appears that the privileged territory of the 
bnrgh of Ayr for buying and selling l>ounded 
with the lands of Rutherglen at Karnbuth, on 
the eastern extremity of Kyle, ami in the south- 
east bounds of Cunningham. Its monopoly of 
trade extended to almost the wliole of Kyle, and 
thereby interfered with the commercial monopoly 
of Irvine. The gross revenue of the corporation 
of Ayr, which was returnecl lo Parliament, in 
1788, was €079 28 6^d sterling. The burgh is 
governed by a provost, two Imillies, a dean of 
guild, a treasurer, and ten merchants, and two 
trades counsellers ; the whole government con- 
sisting of seventeen persons. At so late \ 
perio<i as l.Vifi, the town of Ayr appears to 
have paid to the tax of that year more than 
(ilasgow, and much more than Irvine : — 

By Ayr. By Gla'<gow, Ry Irvine 

In l.ViO-7 WW paid 4:32-2 7 1 £270 15 n t:iS4 10 
In ItJJW, for the 

monthly aftseHM* 

ment 12S <) 1S<^ 0<» n 

In the tax-mil of 

1771 15 18 IS 

Irvine, as early as the reign of Alexander II., 
had charters of an earlier date ; it has still 
more of latter dates (Roliert I. granted a charter 
to the town of Irvine). The monopoly of itn 



trade extended over the whole of Cunningham 
and Laigs. Between two towns so near each 
other as Ayr and Irvine, and claiming such 
exclusive privileges, disputes naturally arose. 
Those commercial controversies were settled, 
by Robert II., in April, 1372, when the liaillie 
of Cunningham, by an iiujuest taken, found 
that the burgesses of Irvine were entitled, time 
out of mind, to an exclusive tra<le within the 
l)arony of Cunningham, an«l the Imrony of 
Largs. These privileges were now confirmed 
by the charter of Rol>ert II., which grante<l 
moreover to the Inirgrsses of Irvine the lil)erty 
of a guild. Such were the law and practices 
of those times, when the In'm-fits of the whole 
pjeople were sacritioed to ilie interests of par- 
ticular towns. Without julverting to such 
unpolicy, James, in HiOl, grantecl a mw charter 
to the Inirgesses of Irvine, which was ratified 
by the parliament of 1641. 

[NoTK.— The chfAters of Koljcrt II., Hol)ert 
III., and James IV.. and one of .Jjinies VI., 
in 1372, to the burgh of Irvine, were all rati- 
fied at the same time.] 

The revenue of the coqM)ration of Irvine, as 
reiwrted to jmrliament, in 168S, was i'.V>4 158 
9-4-12<l sterling. (In 1817, the rt vtnue, as 
reported to parliament, wjis i*Hj(K). ) The 
magistracy of thi:* town consists in all of 17 
meml>ers, includin;^' a provost, two kiillies, a 
dean of guild, a treasunr, tifleen merchant 
counsellors, and two trades counsellors. The 
prosperity of these two ancitnl burghs, though 
considerable, lias not etjualled that of (Glasgow, 
Paisley, and <Jreenock. Kven the burghs of 
Imrony of Ayrshire luive, during the last sixty 
yeai*s, advanced with a rapid progress. 

Kilmarnock, the most )M>pulous t«»\vn in this 
shire, has long enjoyed the InMietils of industry, 
though it stands at seven miles distance from 
the sea, and enjoys the advantages of healthful- 
ness. 

The ep<x;h of its manufactures seems to have 
l>een 1742 ; and in the subsetjuent fifty years, 
they have made a very ;;rt'at progress, amount- 
ing in value, al)oui 1792. to t*S<»,H.">U a year; 
whereof the carptls manufactured were valued 
at £21,400; the shoes and ImkUs at 1*21,216; 
skins tanned, I'lMKK) ; siieep and lambskins 
dressed, £6500 ; printed calicoes, £6.'i(>0 ; and 
various other fabricks of less value. Hut, the 
whole give employment to an industrious 
people. KilmarniK'k is a burgh of l»arony, 
which is governed by two l>aillies and a council 
of seventeen. These live inoor|>oratetl trades, 
the l>onnet -makers, the skinners, the tailors, 
the shoemakers, and the weavers ~ these 
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■ocietica km said to be of very sTMit service, 

by preaerviDg regularity uid gooa order in the 

diflereot bnochea of manufictnre. But it i* in 

the absence of >uch rules, mod good order, that 

•acb m&nutactures llouriih tlie motL 

[Note. — Id 1870 ihe town o( Kilniariii>cb waa 

bnrnt, when a public collection woa made [or 

the Buflercn, by direction of the Uioceaui 

Synoil. It shun III >eem, from Lainont'a 

Chron., thai Kihiiarnock hoa oftvD been 

injured by fire. Kittnarnock vaa created a 

burgh of barony liy a charter to Thoniaa Lord 

Boyd, the 1-2th January, 1301-:!, which was 

imtificd in ParltaniEnt on ihe.'iib June, 1592. 

The privileges of a burgh of barony were 

confirmed to il by a charter of Charlei II. to 

William, Earl of Kilmarnock, in 16TZ.] 

In this pariah there are twoantiijuitics, which 

are ooUid : Dean Castle, the residence of the 

imprudent Earl of Kilinaniock ; it wan burnt 

down, in 1T3J. TJii^ other antiijuity is Soultt 

Cross, aitaaled in the north -eoatern part of the 

towii ; being a pillar cisht or nine feet high. 

Some years ago the innabitaots repaired, at 

theif own expense, this ornament to their town, 

and placcil thereon this inscription : L. Soulea, 

■■'4. This 

in Scotland, either as a fricml, or as an enemy, 
after the reign of Robert 1. The silence of 
Duodal..- seems Vi evince that the family of 
Houlos l>ecame extinct, about tliv period of that 
reign, in Knfjlaiid. 

The town of Saltcoats which, like Kihnar- 
nock, owes its origin and progresi to industry, 
u singularly situated on the limits of the tH-i> 
parishes of Stcvcnslon and Anlro»*an. It owes 
Its origin to the reign of Jamet V., and, by 
means of the coal trade, the source of so much 
wealth, has risen fi be a populous town. 
During a century il has sent coals lo Ireland. 
At an cirlier pcrioil it was uccupiol in making 
■alt ; and hence, proliably, ihc name of Sal:- 

[N'tTK. — .Saltcoats wa*creste<la1iurgh <il barony 
by a charter of dames V., the lat Kvbrunr)', 
l.-|2H-i>.] 

The seciU of industry have been scattered 
with a very lilieral hand tlirougboul Ayn>hire ; 
and nothing more is wanting lo the prinjierity 
anrl wealth of tliio itintrKl, hut il steady at>pli- 
cation of the people to their own nfTairs. 



Some account of the rtliganf houar* of Ayr- 



Kll»i . 

sian monks in 1140 A.D., by Hugh Morrille, 
who became Constable of Scotland before that 
year, and died in 1162. Ths male desoendaota, 
and name, of this family failed, by the decsaas 
of William, in 1 196, when bis vast estatea in 
Cunningham and other dislricta, with bisoffice, 
went to hi] sister Helena, who carried ihem to 



lauguages signifying, by various declensions, a 
retreat, a ceU, a church. A ipriug of water in 
thu vicinity, which was celebratal for ita 
virtues, was called St Winnin's well 



in I1B4, the 20th of the reign of WU 
For such a miracle this year is rather late ; 
and history has recorded nothing that would 
justify the fiction. The monks of Kilwinning 
preserved in the r monastery some reliqnea 
which brought them many onerings. ilainea 
rV'., when pasaing this place, on the 10th 
Jnly, 1507, made an offering of llshillinas 
to the reliquea in Kilwinnin. — Treaanrcrs 
Acconnls.] 

At this church an annual fair, which is called 
SI Winnin's Fair, has long been held, on Ute 
2l8t of January, the epoch of the saint's fealivaL 
The monastery was very amply endoweil with 
lands and churches by ttie founder, by his sue- 
cesiors, and hj Tarious penona. who either 
thought well ol the family of the founders or 
venerated the virtues of the saint. 
{KoTK.— The monks of Kilainning obtained a 
charier from Robert III., ratifying one of hi* 
procenitors. King Robert, of all their lands, 
mills, and olher properly, which were ootn. 
prehended in the iwrony of Kilwinning, the 
whole to l>e held in a free regality, with 
ample jurisdiction. This charter was after- 
wards vonlirmcil by James IV,, »d the 6th 
July, 1498. From James III. tbry obtained 
a charter, giving ibeni power to hold Chsm- 
berlain Courts, on their own lands, and to 
replege their tenants, and men, from au 
other judicator>-; SthJaanao, 1472-3. This 
was abo confirmed by James IV. on the M 
duly. MM. The monastery of Kilwinniaf 
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by far the most opuleat religious estab- 
lishment in Ayrshire. At the epoch of the 
Reformation there belonged to it sixteen 
parish charches, with their tithes and lands. 
The rental of tliis abbcv, as reported, in 1562, 
amounted to £850 38 4a in money : 8 bolU, 1 
firlot of wheat ; 14 chalders, 1 boll, 3 fi riots, 
3 pecks of bear ; 67 chalders, 9 boIU, and 3 
pecks of meal ; 40 stones uf cheese ; 13 siirks; 
140 capons ; 100 hens ; 4 hogsheads of wine ; 
and 9 fathoms of a peat stack. Another 
rental states the cheese as "268 cheeses ;" but 
both statements must be greatly under the 
truth ; for the possessors and feuars of the 
lands of Achintiber and Airthmaid, in Cun- 
ningham, paid to the abbey no less than 198 
tUmeji of cheeM. — Acta Pari. IV., 453. These 
notices show that Cunningham was equally 
distinguished in former times, as at present, 
for a large manufact urc of cheese.] 

In 1560 this splendid house was almost de- 
stroyed by that religious ruffian, Alexander, 
Earl of Oleaciirn, who enjoyed pensions from 
Henry VIII. for injuring the country of his 
birth, and benefits. Hut, for the 3amc injuries, 
the earl was sainted by Knox. The earl en- 
deavoured to derive some prop?rty to his family 
from this demr)li-*hed abbey. But the Earl of 
Egliiiton finally obtaine<i its various posses- 
sions, under several grants of the king, and Acts 
of Parliament. A part of this religious house 
was use<l as the parish church till 1773, when 
a new one was built. 

[NoTK. — Upon the death of Gavin Hamilton, 
commendator of Kilwinning, in June 1571, 
the Eirl of Glencairn procured his younger 
■on, Alexander, to be appointed commenda- 
tor of that monastery, and he obtained from 
his son, as commendator, a grant of various 
lands in Aycsliire, wliich belonged to the 
monastery. Of this grant he obtained a 
confirmation under the great seal, the 19th 
February, 1572 3. Of the ruin of St Winnin's 
bouse (irose has, in his Antiq. ii 212, left a 
good view from a drawing, in 1789.] 

Cro8<»ragwell Abbey, in the parish of Kirk- 
Oswald, in Carrick, was founded by Duncan, 
the first Eail of Carrick, who died about the 

J ear 1240 ; and was dedicated to the Virgin 
lary : and it was planted withCluniac monks, 
from Paisley. 

[NoTK. — In various charters the name of this 
religious house has been differently written ; 
Crosragmer, Croaragmol, Crosragwell, and 
Croaregal ; but, in none of these forms can 



any satisfactory etymon of the name be 
made.] 

Dunean had granted to the monks of Paisley 
several churches and some lands in Cariick, 
upon condition that they should establish in 
that country a monastery of their order ; but 
they having failed to perform this, he founded 
the abbey of Crossragwell, for Cluuiac monks, 
and transferred to it the churches and lands 
which he had grantetl, con<litionally, to the 
monks of Paisley ; but after a struggle of .^ome 
years* duration, tl»is controversy was decided 
on the 18th July, 1244, by William, the Binhop 
of Glasgow, who onliinod that the inouiuilery 
of Crosragwell sliould be exempt from the 
power of the abbot monks of Paisley, hut that 
they should receive from it ten marks of silver 
yearly. The endowment of Crosragwell. by 
the founder, was greatly augmenied hy n<ldi- 
tional grants from his 8«»n Niel, the second I'^rl 
of Carrick, from his grand-daughter, Marjory, 
Countess of Canick, and from his great grand- 
sons Rolxjrt Brus, tiie restorer of the Scottish 
monarchy, and Edward Brus, Earl of Carrick. 

[Note. — This celebrated la<ly ( Marjory J is 
called Martha by Fordoun, and Manjartt 
by the peerage writers; but in a eharter 
of Robert I. to this monastery, she is called 
Marjorie ; and lie gave to his own daughter 
the name of Marjorie, after his motiier, 
according to a usage which long prevailed 
in Scotland. Marjoiie was the onlv legiti- 
mate child of NitI, the secon*! Earl of 
Carrick, upon who.ne death, in r2,'>(i, she 
succee<led to the earldom. She married, 
before 12t>6, Adam de Kilconachar, who, in 
her right, was styled Earl of Carrick. He 
joined in the crusade of 120S, and dietl at 
Aeon, in Palestine, in 1270, without issue 
(Chron. Mailros). In 1271 she married 
Robert Brus, the son of tiie lord of Annan- 
dale, by whom she had a numerous family, 
and she dieil in 12t)2. lier eldest mhi. Ri)l>ert 
Brus, became E.irl of Carrick in 1292. by his 
mother's death and his father's resignation ; 
and after he ascended the Scottish throne he 
conferre<l the earldom of Carrick on his 
younger brother, Edward Brus. The whole 
of the grants were contirnuMl to this monas- 
tery by several charters of Robert I., wiiich 
were ratified by three charters of Robert II.] 

The monks of Crossragwell obtained from 
Robert III. in 1404 a charter confirming to 
them all ihnr churches and lands, to l>e held 
in a free regality, with the most ample juris- 
diction, comprehending even the four points of 
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Imw that belonged to the Crown (Charter dated 
24th August, 1404, in the archives of the Earl 
of CassilTis). 

At the epoch of the Reformation the Karl of 
Catsillis had a lease of the whole property and 
revenues of this abbey for payment of 700 
marks yearly, which was little more than a 
fourth of its real value. 

[Note.— The Earl of ('assilUs returned the 
rental of this abl)ey at £466 13s 4d in money; 
18 ohalilers, 8 bolU of bear ; 37 chalders of 
meal ; and 5 chalders of oats ; but the real 
revenues of the alibey amounted to about 
2600 marks. At the epoch of the Reforma- 
tion there belonged to this monastery five 
parifh churches, in Carrick, viz., the churches 
of Kirkoswald, of Stratoun, of Girvan, of 
Invertig, of Daily. All these churches with 
their tithes and lauds belonged to the abbey 
in the thirteenth century.] 

The last aV)bot of Crossragwell was the cele- 
brated Quintin Kennedy, upon whose death, in 
1564, George Buchanan obtained from the 
ooeen a grant of a pension of £500 yearlv, 
from the revenues of this abbey, for life. (In 
consequenoee of this liberal provision Buchanan 
<ra8 usually 8tyle<l ** Pensioner of Ciossrag* 
well "). But the Earl of Cassillis seized pos- 
session ; and it required all the authority of 
the Queen and her council to maintain the 
rights of Buchanan. 

[NoTB.— Mr Alan Stewart, a younger son of 
James Stewart of Cardonald, was afterwards 
appointed commendator of Crossragwell, but 
owing to the power and the violence of the 
Earl of Cassillis, he found much danger and 
little profit by this appoiutment. la 1617 
the abbey of Crossragwell, with all that 
remaine<l of its property, was annexe<l to the 
bishoprick of Dunblane by Act of Parliament, 
reserving to Mr Peter Hewat, then com- 
mendator «)f Crossragwell, the revenues 
during his life -Act of Pari IV. 553 ; V. 
72,666.] 

The Abbey appears to have been a large and 
fine pile of buiUiing, though much less than the 
more opulent abWy of Kilwinnin. At the 
epoch of the Refonnation theablwy of Crossrag- 
well was preserve<l from demolition or deface- 
ment by the infiuencc of Quintin Kennedy and 
the power of the Earl of Cassillis. Even now 
ii is in a better sUte of preservation than any 
other building of the kind in the west of Scol- 
land. 

A state of the ruins of this abbey mav be seen 
in Omsk's Antiquities and the statistical account 



of Kirkoswald. The abbey stood in the middls 
of an enclosure containing about eight Sooti 
acres, which was surrounded by a very stroiig 
stone and lime wall that has been almost entirely 
abolished, as well as the two gates, one on tlit 
north and the other on the south-west. This 
enclosure was called the precinct of Crossrag- 
well, and, vulgarly, the ablx>ts' yard. It now 
belongs to the chapel royal^ and has been long 
let, on leases of nineteen years, to the family of 
Kilkerran, who are the proprietors of the 
surrounding estate. The rums of the abbey are 
now carefully preserved, the tenants of the 
circumjacent farms not being allowed to poll 
down and carry off the stoaes from the building. 
At Mauchlin, in Kyle, there was planted a 
colony of Cistenian monks, who were brought 
from Melros abbey, of which Mauchlin formed 
a distinct cell. The time and the oircumstaaoet 
of this establishment at Mauchlin cannot bow 
be distinctly ascertained. Dugdale,* indeedt 
puts Mauchlin in the list of monasteries which 
were founded by David I. Spottiswoode, ia 
bis catalogue of Religious Houses, says that 
"Mauchlin, in Kyle, is said to have been 
founded by David I. " 

[NoTK. — The charter of foundation is recorded 
in that chartulary of Melros which was net 
long since in the hands of the Earl of Had- 
diuffton ; although by another chartulary cf 
Melros, which is yet extant, in the Aqto- 
cates' Library, it would rather appear thai 
it was the Stewarts who founded Mauchlin 
and bestowed it upon Melros.] 

In the chartulary, indeed, of Melros, in the 
Advocate's Library, which is veiy imperfect^ 
there is no foundation charter of Mauchlin far 
David I. or by any other person ; nor docs tl 
appear from that chartulary, as Spottiswoode 
intimates, that the Stewarts founded MaochliB 
and gave it to Melros. The fact is that the 
first Stewart, Walter, the son of Alan, ffranted 
to the abbott and monks of Melros ike umd* ^f 
Machlin, and pasture in his forest, on the upper 
branches of the river Ayr, extending to the 
boundaries of Clvdesdale ; ho also gave them a 
carrucate of land to improve, in the places meet 
convenient ; and he gave them a fishing at the 
mouth of the river Ayr; all which King Wil- 
liam, at the retjucst of the donor, confirmed to 
the monks. 

[NoTiL— Chart Melrose, No. 125. The deed li 
imperfect, by part uf the leaf lieing torn off; 
but the subsequent confirmations of it far- 
nisli the means of supplying the defects.] 

This liberal grant of the first Stewart to the 
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confirmed to tbem by 

; and 



of MelroB, 
his MD AUn, who sncoeeded him in 1177 
§ho by his mndson, the second Walter, who 
SBOoeeded aXui in 1204, and died in 1241 ; and 
it was idso eonfirmed by Alexander II. 



None of those charters mention that the first 
Stewart, or any of his successors, founded a 
religioas house at Mauchlin. It is therefore 
proCable that the convent for Cistertian monks 
mt that place was established by the monks of 
Melros themselves. Having obtained, as we 
have seen, from Walter the first Stewart, a 
grant of the lands of Mauchlin, which were of 
oonaiderable extent, and also the riffht of pas- 
turage over the large forest, with the right of 
improving certain parts, they no doubt planted 
a colony of their own members at Mauchlin, to 
manage and improve their property in that 
quarter, which was afterwards greatly aug- 
mented. 

From the second Walter the Stewart the 
monks of M«lros obtained a considerable tract 
of forest land on the south side of the river Ayr, 
in the east of Kvle, extending from Dolcamel- 
bom (now called Polquharmel-bum (the boun- 
dary between the present parish of Muirkirk 
and that of Auchinleck), which falls into the 
Ayr, to the top of Caimtabel-hill and the 
boondaries of Duiarkshire, and having the 
river Ayr for its northern boundary. This tract 
of land was granted by Walter, the father of 
Alao the Stewart, to Alan Little for his service, 
and he having become a conver»o (i,e, s convert 
to a monastic life) of Melros, his lord, Walter 
the Stewart, granted his lands to the monks of 
Melros. 

Richard Walenoe or Waleys, who appears to 
have been one of the most considerable vassals 
of the Stewarts in Kyle, granted to the monks 
of Melros the lands of Barmore and Godeneth, 
with their pertinents ; and this erant was con- 
firmed to them by the second Walter the 
Stewart. From Alexander the Stewart the 
monks of Melros obtained a charter confirmins 
to them the lands of Mauchlin and others, which 
had been granted by his predecessors. (This 
charter was confirmed by Alexander III. on the 
12th of December, 1264.) Alexander the 
Stewart also grantcKl to them the liberty of bujr- 
ing and selling and taking toll, and other privi- 
leges, escheats, and profits in their judicial 
courts in their lands of Mauchlin, Cairntabel, 
Barmore, and Godenoth ; and this srant was 
ooofinned by a charter of Alexander III. 

[NoTB. — ^Thsy also obtained from the same 
Alexander III. a charter of their whole lands 



in Ayrshire, to be held as a/ree forest^ with 
the usual privileges and prohiBitious.] 

The same monks improved and augmented 
their extensive property in the north-east of 
Kyle before mentionea, over which they ob- 
tamed an ample jurisdiction, so as to hold the . 
whole in a regality, the courts whereof were 
holden at Mauchlin (the village of which, in 
the lordship of Kylesmure, was created a free 
borough of oarony in 1510 by James IV.), where 
they had a cell or convent, which was depen- 
dent on their monastery of Melros. They nad 
also the Church of Mauchlin, with the tithes 
of a very extensive parish belonging to it, all 
which they held till the Reformation. 

In 1587 all these estates were vested in the 
King by the general Annexation Act. In July, 
1606, an Act was passed by Parliament dissolv- 
ing from the Abbey of Melros the lands and 
lordships and baronies of Kylesmure before- 
mentioned, and also the Parish Church of 
Mauchlin, with its pertinents, and converting 
the whole into a temporal lordship to Hugh 
Lord Loudoun and his neirs, with all the neces- 
sary incidents. The town of Mauchlin was 
made, by the creation of 1633, the second title 
of the E^rl of Loudoun. 

At Dalmulin (the name of which is derived 
from the Gaelic Dal-muiUan, signifying the 
MiU'fitld; there was, in fact, a mill at Dal- 
mulin in early times, and this mill afterwards 
belonsed to tne monks of Paisley), on t* e nor- 
thern oank of the river Ayr, the second Walter 
the Stewart founded in 1229 a convent for 
canons and nuns, of the order of Simpriogham, 
which was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. They 
were brought from Sixile in Yorkshire. Th«y 
were called Gilbertines, from Gilbert the 
founder of the order. This was the only estab- 
lishment of Gilbertines in Scotland. Walter 
endowed this religious bouse with many lands, 
milU, fishings, and othor temporal property. 
He also gave these canons the Church of iHin- 
donald, with the chapeU of Crosley and Ric«ird- 
stown, and the Church of Sanchar, in Kyle. 
All these grants and privileges were confirmed 
by Alexander II., at the town of Ayr, in May, 
1230. The Gilbertines did not remain long at 
Dalmulin. Pretending the want of health, they 
resigned their establishment here, and returned 
to Yorkshire in 1238. 

[NoTB. — For the resignation of their establish- 
ment and property in Ayrshire, the Gillter- 
tines of Simpringham were to receive forty 
marks yearly from the monks of Paisley ; but 
this being very irregularly paid, the GilWr- 
tines transferred it, fur a valuable considera- 
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tioD, to Sir William More of Abercorn in 
I3B8.] 

The monks of Paisley now contrived to ob- 
tain from Waller ihe Stotrart a grant of DkU 
nnlin, with its property ami pertinents, on 
oondilion of pnyinij -W marks yearly to the 
Gilberlines of Sinipringliam. 
{NuTi. — Bvsiilcs the Church of Dundonalil, with 
its two oliaprU, atiil ihi- Cliurcli of Sancliar, 
they also ulitiiiiieil from Walter a grant of 
the Chureh ..f Aui'hiiilrek. Ik-f..re llii» acqui- 
■ition the niniik^i of I'aiiik-y hull a nuinlKr of 
churulK-s, with various lunils and otliur ^ro- 
lierties in Kyli-. Iiy Ihegranta of the Stcnaita 
and their vauaU. ] 

llie ini>nks of Paisley, as soon as they had 

Mcured Duhnulin with its rights, iiossesBcd it 

Inr a detaehintut of monks, who I.ehl it. oa a 

oell of Paisley, till the IMormation. The ruins 

of the house of Dalniulin w.'re exUnt at the 

beginning uf the ciglitoeiith century. 

[Note. — .SpotliswciiHli- Bteins to have mistakenly 

plocoH the ii-ll .if I'liislcv in Ayrshire, »l 

Keale. iiiKlcaU of IXilmutin.] 

Id 13.10, Alixaixler 11. founded in the town 

of Ayr a onvem of Doioii.ieJn Kriars. who 

wen calk'd lihek Fnars, fnun Ihi-ir habit, and 

Preaching Friam. (nmi tlicir profession. 

[Note -The »'.>! of this convent, appended to 

■ome dcH.-niiien1s in the ari:hivi'a of ihc burgh 

•if Ayr. iH-am (he image of St Kathoiinc. wlio 

vent. The rhuruh of [he convent was ualled 
.StKalhviinc'sKi.k.] 

The King liiiilt tlinii a convent and chun;h in 
the to«ii .>r Ayr. iiutl he granted tliem £20 a 

Cir oul 'if tliu liriiiii of his mills and of his 
rgh <if A jr. 
[NtfrK.—Th.rerrm.iiiii in the archives of the 
corp»r.k(i«n of Ayr a preci'pt frimi Atenaniler 
11..4lh AuKUMi, \-2i-2. to the provosts ..f Ayr, 
commnmlii-g th'-ni 1o p.iy to the prtacLing 
friars of AjT t'JII ytaily, aCLorJing to ihe 

Kolvrt I. anil Rolierl 11. pranlrd to those 
friars c.'O'irmiili"!! uf ihe ^roiils of Alciander, 
thefuundir u( ih.ir h-.us.-. Tli.-y app.-nr lo 
have rcciiviil ui.iny grnnts uf property from 
variiiuB p^'r-i«mi. ni.il from tlie corpiiraiion of 
Ayr l«Tj the . hart- rs and p>p>'rs of this con- 
vent, prrnrrvcd in the artliivt-s of the bitrifh of 
Ayr); nnil lhui>lhe .■..nvtni iKcame vrry opulent 
b>fore tlie IMormaiion. The I'rnching Vrian 
<if Ayr received f.-< quint gmluitiea from Jainee 
IV., who WH o(ku at Ayr. In 1527 tboy ob- 



tained from James V. a donation uf £20 for tbe 

repair of the buildings of their convent. Aft«T 

the Reformation, Queen Mary granted in 1507 

' the mogistralea and commuuity of Ayr, for 



:Notb.— Charter the 14th April. I5«7, in the 
archives of the burgh of Ayr. This grant 
waa, however, aubject to a lea»e, fur 19 



luperi. 



!dby 



the Regent Moray, the lit March. I.W7-8. 
Privy Seal Reg. mvii. 41. The Black 
Friars convent, with their chureh and gar- 
dens, was Bituaied on the aide of a lane whieb 
woa called fV /"na™ Vfaad. an.l they had a 
pigeon-house in tlie vicinity. Sot a vesiin 
of their convent remains.) 
The inhabitant* of the town of Avr founded 
there, in H72, a convent of Fraticiicin FrUrt 
of (he Uliservantin^ order, wbo were properly 
called tircy Friars, from llicir h.ihit. Tlieoa 
Grey Friars obtain. -d from J.rine^ IV.. when he 
came to Ayr. many donations. Tiiey also 
rectived, in i:M. a wift o[ £10 from -fames V. 
A statue of the Virgin M.iry in this convent is 
■lid to have wrc.uKlit many inir.iclos, fiition* 
these which, no doubt, cnin.d the Urty Friar* 

[NoTK.— The <;rey Fnirs of Ayr wen> far Im 
opulent than the Ith.ck Friars. Of their 
convent, which »n»)d near to rhot of the 
Black Friars, not the sm.illeHt vestiga 

vent there was buill, in laV!, the present 

parish church of Ayr.] 

At FrU or Fail', called ftlw. Failfurd. in the 

Krish of TiirlK>ll'.ii, u iibiii Kyle, a convent ol 
d Friars, or Trimly Fri.in.. wl„. pretemle. 
to be canons n-pular. o.-i^ f.>un.l.-d in 1254 
They were alw called Mnlhuriio's, frum tb« 
bouse of this order in Paris, whii-li was dedi- 
cated to Saint Mathurin.- ; .-ind thry wore also 
calhd " Fratres ile ndcmptioni- cnplivorum," 
as it was a p.irt of llnir duty to r'-deem 
Chriarian caplivo from aliv.-ry. It is unknown 
who was tbe founder .if this cu^vcnt. 

The name of the p^.ue where (his convent 
woafoimd.d nppiiin in the dilFtr. nt forms of 
Feil. Fail, and Faii'. A runlet which pawed 
thUL^nvrnl Has called liy ilie s.me nime; and 
a litMage over this rivtd.-t wns cilled /W- 
Jitrd. A laka in the neighbourhood WM oalUd 
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l0oehfail. These varions names have misled 
Spottiswoode to put into his Catalogue of 
Religions Houses three several efltablishments 
under the names of Fealt, FaUe-furd^ and Loch- 
ftol; and the first of these he makes a cell of 
Clnniac monks belonging to the abbey of Paisley, 
and the two last he states as convents of Red 
Frianm There was, indeed, a Church of Fale, 
in Ayrshire, the patronage whereof belonged to 
Sir James Lindesay of Crawford during the 
reign of Robert II. 

The chief who ruled the convent was styled 
mmiattr. The minvHUr of Fail-furd was provin- 
eial of the Trinity order in Scotland. From 
being the head of the order he appears to have 
had a seat in Parliament. 

[Note.— On the 7th of May, 1532, the King 
granted a precept for the admission of 
" Fratris Johannis Hamilton, minuttri de 
Fail, ad miniatralium ejusdem," being ap- 

Sointed thereto by the Pope. On the 0th of 
anuary, 1537-8, Sir James Hamilton of 
Finnart obtained a grant of the temporal 
revenues of the minUtry of Fail, which was 
then vacant, by the death of John Hamilton, 
until the lawful appointment of a minister. 
In 1540, Robert Cunningham, at the age of 
22, a bastard son of William, the Earl of 
Glencairn, was appointed mintWcr of Failford, 
vacant by the decease of John Hamilton, the 
last minuUer. — Rpist. Reg. Scot. IL 86-7. 
The mtiiw^«r of Failfurd, Roberl Cunningham, 
sat in Parliament among the clergy in 1546 
and in 1560. On the 6th March, 1563-4, 
Robert Cunningham, the minister of Fail, 
obtained a yearly (>cn8ion of £100 from the 
Queen's casualties rluring life, or until he be 
provided with a benefice of 100 marks yearly.] 
The rental of the ministry of Failford, as 
ffiven up by Robert Cunningham, the minister, 
m 1562, amounted to £174 & 8d in money ; 3 
chalders of bear ; 15 chalders 4 bolls of meal ; 
90 stones of cheese ; 10 hog.i (young sheep) ; 3 
stirks (young bullocks) ; two dozen grilses, or 
salmon. There belonged to this convent five 
parish churches, viz., Uie churches of Barnwell, 
Symontoun, and Galstoan, in Kyle; of Torthor- 
wald, in Dumfriesshire ; and the church of 
Inverchaalan, in Argyleshire, the profits whereof 
were let to the laird of Lamont for 26 marks 
yearly, of which he had not paid one penny for 
six years. 

[Note. — The patronage of the church of Garrel, 
in Dumfriesshire, appears also to have 
belonged to this convent in 1565.] 
When the said rental was given up, '* twa 

pair men " lived in the convent, and had £22 



yearly for their subsistence. Four *'auld beid- 
men of the convent," who lived out of the place, 
received each of them 1 1 bolls of meal and 12 
bolls of malt yearly, and eight marks each of 
habits silver and eithing silver. William 
Wallace, minister of Failfurd, during the reign 
of James VI., died in 1617, and his son William 
seems to have considered this monastery and 
what remained of its property as his inheritance. 
In August, 1619, there was a grant to Mr 
Walter Whytefonl of the benefice of the 
ministrie of lailfurd. The grant was ratified in 
1621 by Parliament. 

[XoTE. — There was another ratification by 
Parliament in June, 1633. The person who 
was thus favoured was Doctor Walter Whyte- 
ford, one of the King's chaplains, and sub- 
dean of Glasgow.] 

In October, 1690, William, Earl of Duntlonald, 
was served heir of his father, John, Karl of 
Dundonald, in the benefice of Failfurd, as well 
temporalitie as spiritualite. The ruins of the 
convent are still extant, near to a hamlet called 
Fail, or Feale. 

There was established in Irvine a convent of 
Carmelites, or White Friars, which wa.s (Ifdica- 
ted to the Virgin Mary. It is said to have Iwen 
founded, in the fourteenth century, by Fiillcrton 
of Fullerton. 

[Note. — By a contnvct which was made at 
Irvine on the 24th of August, l.'«)9, between 
Reynald Fullerton of Fullerton and the pro- 
vincial and brethren of theCannelite friarn in 
Irvine, lieynald engjiged to pay 40 marks for 
meliorating and upliolding the houses of tlie 
said convent, antl for repairing the princi|Mil 
church and cloister; and the friars eugakjcd to 
\ k'tofiay weekly, in all time coining, on ihe Lortl's 
r ^ 'di^ or on any other fast day, in the lM?ginning 
'>*OT'a masA, at the greal altar, with an auiliblc 

* voice, for the souls of Sir .Adam Fullerton and 

• Marjory his wife, and for Reynald Fullerton 
and Klizal)eth his wife, and their hcir^ ami 
successors, and for the souls of all the faithful 
deceased.] • 

Reynald Fullerton of Crossby and Dreghorn 
granted to the same White Friars at Irvine jui 
annualrent of six marks and ten shillings yearly 
from his lands : and this was oontirnietl by a 
charter of Robert III. After the Reformation, 
the houses, property, and revenues of the 
Cannelite Friar** at Irvine were granted to the 
burgh Hn<l burgesses of Irvine on the 8th of 
June, 1572, with the property of all chapels, 
chaplainries, altarages, preViends, or colleges 
within the lil»«Tty of the said bnrgh. This 
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ffrant was ratified in Parliament on the 17th of 
November, 1641. 

In 1371, Sir John Kennedy, '* dominus de 
Dunoure," with the authority of Walter, Bishop 
of Glasgow, founded near the cemeterv of the 
parish church of Maybole a chapel dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and endowed it with 18 mark 
ands contiguous to the said chapel ; 18 bolU of 
meal of dry multure, yearly, from his lands ; 
ten marks sterling, yearly, from the lands of 
Kahnaolcwhane ; llie five mark lands of Barry- 
cloyoh ; the six mark lands of Trcnchan ; and 
the five mark lands of Barrelach — all for the 
support of the said chapel : and of one clerk 
and three chaplains to celebrate divine service 
in the same, for the siifety of him and Mary his 
wife, and his children, during their lives, and 
for their souls after their deaths, and for the 
souls of all his ancestors and successors, and of 
all the faithful deceaitcd persons. The patronage 
was to remain with him and his heirs ; but, if 
they failed to pr«»8»-nt within four months of a 
vacancy, the presentation was to fall to the 
bishop of (ilasgow. The charter of Sir John, 
whi 'h was dated at Dunoure, the 29th of 
Xovcndx^r, 1.S71, wa'* confirmed by a charter of 
Rol)crt II. on the 4ih I)eceml>er, 1371. 

(\oTK. — It was al«o confirmed by John, Karl of 

(Warrick, the kiiig'« eldest son, on the 27th of 

December, 1.371. SiK>itiswoo<le, in his Cata 

loj;ue of Reli^iou^ ifouHes, has mistakingly 

KtattMl that thirt foundation was ma^le by Sir 

(iillxMt Kenncily of Dunniire, in 1441, who 

l^rantcd to it hi^ lands of Larglanlen and 

IJnwklach. in Carriok. The fact is that on 

tlie iHtli May. U.'il, Sir (Jilbert Kenne<ly 

granted to (iod and to St Ninian the lands 

«f Larginlen and Bn)cklacli,/or /A*^ f<npf)or( of 

€1 rhnjtlnin, (o jurform dinnf ^ rrirt in the 

fhurrh of Mnyholf : and this was confirme<l 

by a charter from tlie King, on the 2^<nl of 

May, \\7t\. This was merely the foundation 

of a chaplainry, whirli was dedicateil to St 

Ninian, in tlie church of Maylxde, and not 

the foundation of llje' collegiate chapel of 

MaylK)le, which iiad Innm niade by Sir (Jil- 

l)ert'« predecessor, vS<) years Inifore. ] 

The collegiate chai)cl, which was thus 

founded at Maylmle in 1.371, appears to have 

been the first establislunent ot this kind in 

Scotland. Though it wan eall'-d a cha{>el when 

foundetl, an«l f«»r Home time after, v^'i it was 

afterwards called, lik«' tlie oilier estalilishments 

of this nature, a collegiate church, and the 

clerk and chaplains were styleil the provost 

and prvU'ntlaries of Maybole. 

[N«*TK. ^ir David Robertson was provoit of 



the collegiate church of Maybole, in the end 
of the reign of James III. And beginninff of 
the reign of James IV., and died in or bcSore 
1494. On the 17th of February, I50I-2, 
David Kennedy, the son and apparent heir 
of John Lord Kennedy, obtained, on hii 
father's resignation, a charter of the Undi 
and baronies of Cassillis and Dunore, &c., 
" with the right of patronage, advocation, 
and donation of the i»rovostry of the colle- 
giate church of Maybole, and of the prebends 
of the same." In 1525, Mr Walter Kennedy, 
rector of Douglas and canon of Glasgow, waa 
elected rector of the university of Glasffow, 
and made provost of the collegiate churcn of 
Maybole. M*Farlane> M.S. Notes from 
the Chartulary of the College of Glas^w.] 

The patronage continued with the family of 
the founder, who obtained the dignity of Lord 
Kennedy between 1452 and 1459, and Earl of 
Cassillis in 1510. 

Od the 14th of November, 1516, a charter 
was granted to (vilbert. Earl of Cassillis, and 
to the provost and prebendaries of the colle- 
giate church of Maytwle, crt^ting this town a 
Free burgh of barony. The ground on which 
Maybolo stands l>elonged to this collegiate 
church. Maybole is now a populous place, and 
is the chief town of Carrick. 

The value of the provost ry and prebends of 
this collegiate church, given up at the Refor- 
mation, wtvs as follows : the provostry, £20 in 
money, and 72 l>olls of meal, yearly. Sir John 
Kennedy's prebend, t*2r> yearly. Andrew 
Gray's prebend, called the third stall, 54 marks 
yearly. The value of the other nrebend is not 
stated. The pro vest and preljcnaaries enjoTed 
the income of their benefices, with the deduc- 
tion of a third, during their lives. The wholt 
pro))erty of this collegiate church of Maybolt 
was taken possession of bv the Earl of Cassilliti 
who was the patron of the establishment ; bat 
he was obliged to pay out of it 70 marks yearly, 
being the asi>ignation from the thirds of beneOces 
to the minister of the parish church of Maybole. 
The collegiate church of MaylM>le has long been 
a ruin ; but the walls are still standing ; and 
the area within them is still used as the burying 
place of the family of Cassillis. 

There was founded at Kilmaurs, in Cunninff* 
ham, a collegiate church for a provost, sti 
prcl»endarie« {fiijht, according to Spottiswoode), 
and two singing boys, by Sir William Cunning- 
ham of Kilmaurs, who endowed this establish- 
ment with lands, and revenues, and a mill, in 
the vicinity, by a charter of the 13th of May, 
1403. 
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[KoTBi — ^The mill wm called the Prebendary 
Mill; and a district of the parish of Kilmaurs 
was astricted to grind its com at this 
^Toured mill, the profits whereof belonged 
to the prebendaries.] 

The patronage of this establishment belonged 
to the founder and his descendants, the Lords 
of Kilmaurs, and Earls of Glencaim. After 
the Reformation, the property of this establish- 
jnent was taken possession of by the Earl of 
Glencaim, the patron. 

At KiicaisSf which is now called KincoMf or 
Kingcase, on the coast of Kyle, in the parish 
of Prestwick, there was founded an hospital for 
Irardns persons, which was dedicated to St 
Ninian. 

[NoTB.^^Durinff the reign of James V., the 
name of this hospital in various charters was 
KilcaUsf KilkayU, and KyUcaise. In more 
recent times the popular name has been 
Kincase or King Case, the last of which it 

Erobably obtained from the tradition of its 
aving been founded by King Robert Bruce. 
The origin of the first name is far from 
obvious. In the Scoto-Irish, CiV, or Kii, 
signifies a retreat, a cell, and also a chapel or 
church ; and Cos signifies the plague ; so 
Kii-cas would signi^ the retreat of the 
plague. But this ^ place was foimded for 
hpers; and Lobhar 'in the Scoto-Irish word 
for a leper, and Laibhre for the leprosy.] 

Tradition relates that the founder of this 
establishment was King Robert Bruce, who 
was himself afilicted with the leprosy, the 
result of hard fare, hard living, and hard work. 
This hospital was endowed with the lands of 
Robert-lane, which is now called Loansj in 
Dundonald parish ; with the liiids of Sheles, 
and Spital Sheles, in Kyle Stewart, and with 
other lands, which cannot now be specified. 
As the foundation charter of this hospital does 
not exist, it cannot be ascertained what num- 
ber of persons were originally maintained in it. 
It appears, however, to have been governed by 
a guardian, or prior, and it had a chaplain. In 
the reign of James II., Wallace of Newton 
acquired the lands of Spital Sheles, which 
beionced to this hospital, as the name implies, 
and the hereditary office of keeper, or governor, 
of the hospital, and of the lands belonging to 
it. 

[Note. — Hew Wallace obtained, from James 
II., a charter of the lands of Spitalshiels, 
which pertained before to the nospital of 
Kylecass, to be held in feu, of the Stewart of 
Scotland, for payment to the said hospital of 



eight marks, and sixteen threaves of straw 

yearly.] 

In January, 1515-16, all these were resigned 
by Hugh Wallace of Newton in favour of his 
brother Adam. 

rNoTE.— On the 30th of January, 1515-16, 
Adam Wallace obtained a charter of all 
those objects, in consequence of his brother's 
resignation. In May, 1530, William Hamil- 
ton of Macnairstoun obtained a charter of 
appreciation of the whole lands of this 
hospital, which were appreciated at 240 
marks, in part payment of a larger sum dua 
from Adam Wallace to William Hamilton. 
Edward Stewart obtained a charter from 
Arthur, the prior of the hospital of St Ninian, 
called Kilcaiss, and the convent of the same, 
granting to him the eight mark lands of 
Robertlone, and the eight maik lands of 
ScheUSj in Kyle Stewart, and this was con- 
firmed by a charter under the great seal, on 
the 13th September, 1538.] 

After the whole property of this hospital was 
thus granted away, the only revenue that re- 
mained to it was the feu-duties payable fi*om 
the lands, in this manner granted, in fee firm, 
and these, amounting to 64 bolls of meal, and 8 
marks Scots, in money, with sixteen threaves 
of straw, for thatching the hospital, are still 
paid. For more than two centiirie» past this 
diminished revenue has been shared among 
eiffht objects of charity, in equal shares of eight 
bolls of meal and one mark Scots to each. The 
leprosy having long disappeared, the persons 
who are now admitted to the Wncfit of this 
charity are such as labour under diseases which 
are considered as incurable, or such as are in 
indigent circumstances. The right of cranting 
these belonged to the family of Wsdlace of 
Craigie for a long time, and was purchased, 
about 1790, by the burgh of Ayr, which still 
holds this patronage. The old hospital, which 
existed in the better days of this charity, has 
been long in ruins. In the description of Kyle, 
by Robert Gordon, in the reign of Charles I., 
he mentions the chapel of this establishment, 
and says that the persons admitted to the 
charity were then lodged in huts or cottages in 
the vicinity. 

There were formerly an hospital and chapel 
dedicated to St. Leonard at a place called 
Donislee, or Doonslee, within the jurisdiction of 
the burgh of Ayr, and not far north of the river 
Boon. It is unknown when or by whom this 
establishment was founded, and nothing further 
can be ascertained of its original constitution 
than that it was an hospital dedicated to St. 
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Leonard, the usual patron of such charities, and 
that it had, like other places of the same kind 
in former times, a chapel and a chaplain. In 
the reign of James IV. and James V. and Queen 
Mary, the chaplain appears to have been also 
master of the hospital, whose appointment 
belonged to the Crown, as appears from the 
Privy Seal Register. The ruins of St. Leonard's 
were extant when Timothy Pont made his sur* 
vey of Kyle in the reign of Charles I. There is 
no notice of this establishment in Spottiswoode's 
Catalogue of Hospitals.- 

[Note.— On the 26th of May, 1506, Sir David 
Ouchterlony, chaplain, obtained an appoint- 
ment to the hospital of St. Leonard of Donis- 
lee, near the burgh of Ayr, upon the resigna- 
tion of Sir Florentine Auchinleck. On the 
29th of November, 1511, Sir George Blair was 
appointed to the chaplainry and hospital of 
St. Leonard, which was vacant by the decease 
of Sir Florentine Auchinleck. On the 28th 
of September, 1529, Mr William Hamilton 
was appointed to the chaplainry, which was 
vacant r>y the decease of Sir John Campbell. 
On the 28th of July, 1547, Sir Thomas Raith 
was appointed to the chaplainr>% vacant by 
the H'srgiiation of Mr Bernard Hamilton. — 
Privy Seal Reg.] 

There was before the Reformation a religious 
establishment which was called popularly *'Our 
Lady of Kyle," but the time of the foundation 
or the nature of it cannot now be ascertained. 
It st04Kl on the common pasture lands of the 
manor or barony of Adamtoun, about three 
quarters of a mile south of the mansion-house of 
Adamtoun. The building formed a square, 
having turrets upon each corner ; and there 
was a chapel in the middle of the scjuaro. The 
oha}K>l wiuj dedioated to the Virgin Mary, from 
which it obtained the popular name of *' Our 
La<1y Kirk." In a charter of James IV., in 
1490, it is called *' CapelU de le (irace." In a 
grant of the same Kinp, in 1505, which is 
entered in the Privy Seal Register, in the 
Scott ibh language, it is callcil ** the Preceptory 
of our Lady Kirk of Kyle." There appears to 
have been connected with this establishment a 
Panlimf)', who was popularly called *• Our 
La<]y of Kyle's Pardoner," and he seems, like 
other pardoners, to have travelle<l the country 
for the Rale of h'n iiardons. On the 8th of 
Deoeml)er, 1511, the King, then being ai Edin- 
burgh, ^ave a gratuity of 3 shillings ** to Our 
Lad>' of Kyle's Panloner." On the same day 
he gave a gratuity of 5 shillings ** to a Pardoner 
with St. Dutho's rotip (i f., cap). On the 24th 
of the tame month the King gave 14 shiUingi to 



a Pardoner in Lelth. The Pardoner is one of 
the characters brought forward, and held up to 
ridicule, by Sir David Lyndesay, in his satyre 
of The Three Estates, 

Our Ladv Kirk of Kyle appears to have been 
a place of some note before the Reformation. 
James IV. never passed through that part of 
the country without making an offering at **Oar 
Lady's Kirk of Kyle," generally giving 14 
shillings at a time. 

[Note. — In the Treasurer's Accounts there are 
numerous entries of such offerings at this 
noted establishment. On the 6tli of July, 
1497, the King gave an ofTenngof 14 shillings 
« * in Our Lady's Kirk of Kyle. " In September 
of the same year, when the King waa again 
at " Our Lady Kirk of Kyle," the Treaatuer 
gave £5 for five trentales of maases to be 
there said for the King. And he gave 16d ta 
the pure folk at the same place.] 

The patronage of Our Lady's Kirk of Kyle 
belonged to the family of Blair of Adamtoun, 
who were proprietors of the barony in which it 
was situated. They accjuired this estate of 
Adamtoun in the reign of David II., but whether 
Lady Kirk was in existence then tloea not 
appear. They certainlv held the patronage of 
Our Lady Kirk during the reigns of Jamee IIL 
and James IV., and as low down as the 
Reformation. Long after the reform of such 
establishments the same family maintained 
their right to the patronage of this eetabliah- 
ment, and they had it inserted as usual in their 
several charters. 

[Note.— On the 2nd of July. 1669, Charles IL, 
as prince and Stewart of Scotland, granted a 
new charter to David Blair of Adamtoun o^ 
the 20-pound lands, of old extent, of Adam- 
toun, with the right of patronage of the Lady 
Kirk, in Kyle Stewart.] 

The ruins of Ladv Kirk are still extant, 
though much dilapidated. One ot the old 
turrets, and a part of the old chapel, still remain. 
They are in the garden, near to a mansion 
named Lariylirk, the seat of the proprietor 
of the lands of Ladv Kirk, which were for- 
merly a part of the liarony of Adamtoun. 
There appears to have boen a cemetery at Lady 
Kirk, as many human bones have been found 
when dieging near the ruins. 

The wnole of Ayrshire waa formerly compre- 
hended in the bishopriok of Glasgow, and it 
forme<l three deaufrits, corresponding with the 
three divisions of the count r}', viz., the deanery 
of Cunningham, the deanery of Kyle, and the 
deanery ot Carrick. 
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After the Refonnation, the parithet of Ayr- 
dbiie were formed into teveral presbyteriee. In 
15B1 there were in this oonntv four presbyteries: 
Ayr, Irvine, Mavbole, and dolmonell. Bat the 
last one included several parishes in the west of 
Wigtonshire. These four presbyteries then 
formed the Synod of Ayr, 

This arrangement was afterwards changed. 
From the presbyteries' report to the Assembly 
in 16^ it appears that there were then only 
two pfesbyteries in Ayrshire, namely, those of 
Ayr and Irvine, which comprehended all the 
parishes in Ayrshire. This arrangement lias 
continued to the present time, only that in 1699 
the narishes of Ballantrae and Colmoneil, in the 
sooth of Carrick, were detached from the 
preebytery of Ayr and annexed to the presbytery 
of Stranraer and synod of Galloway. The 
pieebytery of Irvine now contains 17 parishes, 
being the whole 16 parishes of Cunniugham and 
the parish of Cumbray, in the shire of Bute. 
The pfesbytery of Ayr contains no fewer than 
28 parishes, being the whole of the 21 parishes 
of fcyle and seven of the parishes of Carrick. 
The remaining two parishes of Carrick, viz., 
Colmoneil and Ballantrae, are included in the 
presbytery and synod of Galloway. The two 
prsebyteries of Avr and of Irvine are included 
m the synod of Glasgow and Ayr. 

AYR. 

The Presbytery of Ayr, as we have seen, 
oootains 28 parishes. The parish of Ayr 
obtained its name from the town, and the town 
from the river. The town of Ayr, where a 
hamlet may have stood even from Roman times, 
was setoblished by William the Lion, in 1197. 
And a few years after, he granted a charter to 
the burgesses of this town, as a royal burgh. 

[Note. — See the engraved charter, which is 
dated at Lanark on the 21st of May, without 
a year. From the witnesses, however, it 
appears to have been granted between the 
year* 1202 and 1207.] 

The ancient church of Ayr was probably 
founded at the same time with the town ; 
snd it was dedicated to St John the Baptist, 
who was regarded as the patron saint of the 
town, till the Reformation cast discredit on all 
such obeervanccs. A fair was annually held at 
Ayr, en the 24th of June, the festival of St 
John; and St John's Fair is still held yearly on 
the last Tuesday of June, old style. There 
were schools here, in very early times, of »ome 
celebrity. 
[Nan. — ^The deans of Carrick and Cunningham, 



**etmagister scolarum de Are," gave Jiidg- 
ment sgainst Dufgal, in 1224, in pursuance of 
a man£kte from the Pope. Chart. Paisley* 
284.] 

In the charter of William, above mentioned, 
besides the rights and privileges which were 
conferred on the bureesses of Ayr, he granted 
them a larffc tract of hind in the vicinity of the 
town, on the south side of the river Ayr. This 
formed the parish of Ayr, and the church of St 
John was the parish church. This church and 
parish formed a rectory, or parsonage ; the 
patronage whereof belonged to tne crown. 

In 12§2, on the 28th of November, Edward L 
issued a writ to Walter, th^ rector of the church 
oj Ayr, and Mr Richard de Lanerk, rector of 
the church of Rath cm, to take the -extent of 
the lands which had belonged to the late Alex- 
ander, Eari of Buchan, and Dervorgil of GsJlo- 
way, late Lady Baliol. 

[Note.— Rot. Scotiae L 12. Mr William de 
Lyndesey, a canon of Glasgow and Dunkeld, 
was presented to the Rectory of Ayr by 
Robert I. ; and Lyndesey was chamberlain of 
Scotland during a considerable time, in that 
reign, before 1322. In 1324 or 1325, he built 
a chapel at Ayr, which he dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity, and endowed it with 10 
marks, yearly, for the support of a priest, to 
perform divine service in the said chapeL 
In the charter granting the above he is 
designed Wilhelmus <ie Lyndesey, canonicus 
Glasguensis, ac rector eccleniaf. de Art, atque 
dominus de Kirkoonel, in valle de Nith. et 
de Leteny." Mr David Levingston, the 
rector of Ayr, was keeper of the Privy Seal, 
under James III., from February 14^-3 till 
1488.] 

The rectory of Ayr appears to have been of 
great value. A prebend was founded in the 
cathedral church of Glasgow, from the fruita 
of the parsonage of Ayr, as early as the 14th 
century. In a taxatio of the prebends of that 
cathedral, in 1401, the prebend of Ayr was 
taxed £5. Tiie patronage of this prebend 
belonged to the King. 

[Note.— Privy Seal Reg. IL 134., IIL 8a On 
the 31st of October, 1531, Andrew Lockhart 
obtained from the King a presentation to 
the rectory, and prebend of Ayr canonrj, 
within the church of (Hasgow, vacant by the 
resignation of Mr William Stewart, provoet 
of Ilinjluden. He had been sevenu ysar* 
rector of Ayr, and prebendary of Glaigow. 
He was niacfe deau of Glasgow about 1629, 
provost of Lincluden, and treasurer of Sooi- 
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Uod in 1530, bishop of Aberdeen in 1532, 
. and died in April, 1545.] 

After the rectory of Ayr was established a 
prebend of Glasgow, the church was served by 
A vicar, assisted dv a chaplain, till 1449, when 
% onrate was established in place of the vicar. 
There were, besides, on the establishment of 
the charch of Ayr, a number of chaplains who 
officiated at the different altars; and there were 
•Qveral choiristers, or singing boys, with an 
ocganist at their bead, who played on the 

Xns, sang in the choir, and taught a singing 
ol in the town. (Records ofthe Burgh m 
Ayr.) 

In Bagimont's Roll, as it stood in the reign 
ol James V. , there was among the prebends of 
tha chapter of Glasgow " Rectcria de Ayr," 
which was taxed £26 ISs 4d, the tenth of the 
ectimated value. In the beginning of the 16th 
centory, when James IV. rcfounded and 
greatlv enlarged the cstablisliment of the 
chapel royal at Stirling, he appears to have 
endowed some of the prebcmui of that estab- 
lishment from the fruits of the rectory of Ayr. 

INoTE.— Privy Seal Reg. III. 51. There were 
no fewer than six prebends of the chapel 
rovaJ called by the name of Ayr ; as Ayr 
prima, Ayr secunda, Ayr tcrtia, Ayr quarto, 
Ayr quinto, and Ayr sexto. But they do 
not appear to have been all endowed from 
the rectory of Ayr ; as two of them were 
endowed from the revenues of th»i church of 
Coylton. in Kyle ; and these two were some- 
times called Ayr prima and Ayr secunda, and 
•ometimes Coylton prima, and Coylton 
•econda. ] 

In St John's church at Ayr, the parliament 
met in 1315 on the Sunday l>ef(>re the festival 
of St Jamefl, on the 2Gth of April ; and settled 
the succession to tlie crown on K<lward Bruce, 
the Earl of Carrick, the King's gallant brotht-r. 
In St John's church there were a number of 
altars, each of which had its chaplain, who 
were endowed by pious persons, to officiate at 
them. 

{Note. — The four principal altars in the church 
of Ayr were those dc<licatcd to the Holy 
Trinity, to the Holy ('rt>ss, to the Holy 
Blood, and to the Virgin M.iry. There wrre 
other four uluirn in tliii* church, dedicated to 
St Michael, to St Nicholau, to St IVicr, and 
to St Ninian. All thcn^.* cxiMCil long Ixfforo 
tbeorafumiendedicittMlan allurto their {Kitron 
Mint. Heconls of t lie burgh of Ayr; Robert- 
eon's Index, p. 14, 21.] 

The deacons of the scvcrU trades of Ayr 



founded, in honour of Ood, the Virgiii Mmtj^ 
and all aaints, an altar in the pariah church m 
Avr, which they dedicated to St. Anna, St^ 
Eioy, and other saints, who were the soppoeed 
patrons of the said trades. They obtainedTfiroas 
the magistrates of the town of Ayr a rottment 
of court, granting to the trades certain privileges 
and freedoms for upholding the said altar. And 
all these transactions wore confirmed by Janies 
V. on the 17th of June, 1532. 

[Note. — James IV., who was often at Ayt^ 
made numerous offerings in 8L Jokn*$ Kwk. 
When he was at Ayr in September, 1497a ^ 
treasurer gave 20e to the priests to si^ • 
trtntaU oj mast9 of St, John for the King. — 
Treasurer's Accounts.] 

The chaplainry of this altar of the trades wai^ 
at the Reformation, valued at 20 msrks ysarly. 
St. John's Church of Ayr stood between th« 
town and the sea, in what is now called (As 
Citadel. This church, and the town, was for* 
merly exposed to great danger, from the blow- 
ing of the sand, by violent winds. This appears 
to have created great alarm during the reign of 
Robert IL, when the bones of the cemetery 
were laid open by the winda In order to excite 
the ingenuity and exertion of individoala* %» 
stop this ravage, Robert II., in December, 1380L 
granted a charter, givins to any one who should 
prevent the blowing of the sand the right ol 
propertv of all the waste land, where the sand 
should be settled, and the place rendered habit- 
able. This charter, whicn is preserved in the 
archives of the tovrn, is printe<l by Grose. St. 
John'sChuroh withstoo<l the sand, andcontinned 
to be the parish chureh till Cromwell over- 
powered the Scottish forces, when, to the great 
norror of the people of Ayr, he took possession 
of the church, which be converted into a stors- 
house, and built, at a vast expense, a regolar 
fortification around in order to overawe the 
western country. The fori iticat ion encloeed an 
area of ten or twelve acres, ami was surrounded 
by a wet ditch, which hud a drawbridge over it 
on the side next the town. Ikying thus deprived 
of their ancient church by this Itarbarian in 
1G52, the inhabitants were a£»osse<l for building 
a n>*w church. And the Hirno destroyer, in 
opler to quiet discontent, granted 1000 marks 
to aid them in buihlin^ tlie new church. This 
was accordingly erected, on the site uf the Gray 
Friars' Convent, in l(>.'>i, an<l this continues to 
be the parish chureh to the f resent time. 

[NoTK, — Th*j whole ex penile of building and 
finishing this chureh, and enclosing* the 
churohyard with a stone wall, amounted to 
£20,a2i Is Scottish money.] 
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Aftflr the Refonnation, the Earl of Eglinton 
^titeined a grant of Cromwell's fort, which was 
cillad the Citadel, and included the ancient 
elmroh. This grant was made to compensate 
tlM Earl for the losses which he said he had 
amtained, as if every one had not sustained 
loM during the usurping powers of Scotland 
mtd the conquest of Cromwell. This property 
nMwd from the Earl of Eglinton to the Earl of 
Oissallis, and it now contains within it a kiln 
and a brewery, which, in 1798, paid the Earl, 
yearly, £50 rent. The church of St. John was 
allowed to fall into ruins, but the cemetery 
baloDjEing to it was still used as a burial place in 
the loth century. The tower of the old church 
mm stands alone ; but, from tracing the founda* 
yon of the old church, it appears to have been 
bidlt in the form of a cross. (See Grose's Antiq. 
IL 194-6, wherein he has given a view of the 
min of this ancient structure. ) At the Reforma- 
tion a Protestant minister was settled at Ayr, 
and not many years after a second minister was 
added. The stipend of the first was assigned 
from the tiends of the pariah, and the King is 
patron. The stipend of the second was assigned, 
m money, from the rents of certain mills which 
had belonged to the friars of Ayr, and were 

rted to the town of Ayr for that purpose by 
Roman Catholic Mary in 1567, and the 
patronage of the second benefice was vested in 
the Town Council and Kirk Session. 

The small parish of Alloway lay on the north 
side of the IX>on, and between that river and 
«he patish of Avr. In 12.36 Alexander II. 
nrnoted to the burgesses of Ayr tlie lands of 
Anlflway, of Cortoun, and Corcloy. 

[NoTB.— Charter 20th April, 1236, in the 
archives of the burgh of Ayr. — On the 20th 
of January, 1323-4, Kobert L granted to the 
Corporation of Ayr a charter of coufirmation 
for these lands to be held in a barony. The 
barony of Alloway, thus formed, was co- 
extensive with the parish of Alloway.] 

All these lay on tlie northern side of the 
Dotm, Cortoun and Corcloy being higher up 
than Alloway. Grose says, without any 
authority, that Alloway is one of the oldest 
parishes in Scotland. In the beginning of the 
I6th century, when James IV. refounaed and 
enlarged the establishment of the chapel royal 
at Stirling, he annexed to it the church oj 
Alloway, %n KyU^ which formed the prebend of 
one of the canons of that collegiate chapel. 
This continued even after the Reformation. 
The patronage of this prebend belonged to the 
King, who continued patron of the church of 
Alloway after it ceasei^ to be connected with the 



chapel royaL The parish of Alloway bting 
small, and the stipend inadequate for the topport 
of a minibter, it was annexed to the adjotning 
parish of Ayr in 1690, and its stipend of 600 
marks Scots was shared between the two 
ministers of Ajrr. 

[Note. — The glebe of Alloway, consisting of 
four acres, was assigned to the second minister 
of Ayr, the first minister having the glebe of 
Ayr. In 1754 the glebe of Alloway was 
resigned to the magistrates of Ayr for a per- 
petual annual rent of £40 ScoU (£3 6s 8d 
sterling), to be paid to the second minister.] 

The church of Alloway was now allowed to 
become ruinous. It stanils on the northern 
bank of Doon, near the bridge which crosses 
that river, on the road from Ayr to Maybole, in 
Carrick. A ^wA view of it, wliich was taken 
in 1789, Ih given by Grose. The walls were 
then standing, a small part of the roof remained, 
and the bell continued in the belfry. The 
macistraten of Ayr attempted to remove the 
bell, but the good people ot Alloway repelled 
the attempt by open force. This ruined cnurch 
has long t>een notorious, in the superstitious 
belief of the country, as a haunt of witches, and 
many ridiculous stories were told of their 
nocturnal gambols here. On one of these stories 
Bums founded his humorous poem of **Tam o' 
Shanter^' which has given celebrity to 
*' Alloway's auld haunted kirk." 



[Special Note. — Up to thi^ point the ** Notes " 
have been those of Chalmen, the author qf 
** Caledonia.** We hatr. now rtached a stoat 
cU which it becomes necessary to deal, not only 
with ** Caledonia," h\U with the Statistical 
Accounts; and the editor of this collection 
must there/ore a^nume rtsponsibUity for the 
Notes that follow.] 

[Note. — Ayr is parti«illy dealt with in the first 
volume of the Statistical Account, which was 
issued in the year 1791. As will be seen, the 
contribution, which bears to be that of the 
Rev. Dr Dalrymple and the Rev. Dr M*Gill, 
is comparatively me^i^rc ; and this seems 
ilself to have occurred to Dr M*Gill. The 
twenty-first volume, published in 1799, con- 
tains a much better and fuller account of 
the town than that which follows, which is 
the joint contribution of both clergymen of 
the collegiate charge. 

Chalmers borrowed very considerably from 
the Statistical Account. And, as there seems 
to be no necessity for any repetition of what 
has already been given, I have excised the 
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opening Mot«no<a frooi the oontribntion of 
-'^^^ nolo and Dr M'GilL ~ 
I foUom :— ] 

Pasibh Of AiK. 



Cltnote and DUtata. — The air, upon the 
vhole, ii rather molat, oiring to tfae cloade, 
which are wafted b; the auntb-weat wind from 
the Atlantic Ocean, With a weat wind, which 
ia often the oaae, liltle or no rain falla upon the 

Kiah of Air ; Che t:louili being bniken on the 
heat point of the Ule uf Arran. About the 
tune of Uie Eqainoi, there are frequently high 
winda. In ipring there are often long tncta of 
ooM winda, whiub blow from the north-eaat 
and the north. Though the climate ia salnbri- 
ow in general, yet punaoiia of a coniamptive 
habit ought to dwelt at a diatanue from the 
pariih of Air. A tea voyage givea the best 
chance of recovery. The common diatetnpera 
inoident to children prpve leaa fatal here than 
in neighbouring towna No lieldi can be more 
commodioua for vatkiD)j, or the healthful ex- 
erciaea of riding and gulBng. Wiae parenta 
•end out their children tuirTy to sport apoo 
tori fall of difTercnt lorti of clover, particolarl^r 
the yellow and the white. Once or twice 
within theae 40 yeara, a daageroua aore throat, 
auoompanied with a putrid lever, haa been epi- 

LaJM and Mineral SpringL—Tbei* are two 
amall lakea, one toward ihe aouth.Bide, named 
CafUt)/, and (lie other at the eaatcm eitremity, 
oalled Loch Fcnjim, which is mentioned id 
the town's ch 
appears I hat 
stood in its vicinity, out of the rains of 
wbioh several huuacs have been built. It 
haa a small isle in the middle, and pro. 
bably was a Arrcnr^r. In thU lake are pike 
and eels, but few imuis. There is a mineral 
■pring on the north siile of the river, found ont 
near 60 yean ago, anil still used by a few poor 
people. It comn from a miiture of coal and 
Iron, and haa been thought efficacious in several 
diaordera. 

FUh. — Haddock and cod have been ven 
plantitul on Air coast since the hBrriaga left 
It : mackarel haa been scsrce for some yemra 
paat : aoals and lurbot are rare. White fish 
are generally sold at Id per English pound. 
The price of salmon in Janoarv, and till tfi* 
mooth of March, is between 6d and 3d per 
ponnd. Iliey an much aearcer than fonnerlj, 
ewlD|, it U aappoaed, I 



The prioe U kept bigh, too, on aomnat of thair 
being carried to KlTmsranck, Irvine, Glaanv, 
and chiefly Paisley. Forty yean ago harruiga 
were caught in great numbers, and sold (mn 
Od to 3d per bnndred. Sail. fish of lar^ aiaa 
are aometunes taken, whence are got oila for 
taonera. The season for white fish ia throngti 
the whole year, except about six weeks fmm 

the end of March tifi the b^it „ 

old atila. When herrings were uauM 



the beginning of Mh, 

ngs were uau^ht at t&a 

mouth of Air river, a lamp was uanally p~ 



there. This lamp was of sreat use in prevent- 
ing shipwrecks ; and the loss of seversl Utw, 
and loaded vessels, at the end of the year 17SS, 
may be imputed to the want of it. 

Oaltivalion and Produft. — Vary little groiuul 
in this parish now lies waste or common. 
Between 80 and 90 acres, free to every burgsaa, 
for feeding milk cows, was lately incloaad. 
About 20 acres of common was fened from tiM 
town little more than 30 yean ago, at £113 
sterling, with 18s 9d of feuduty. Being 
brought into good tillage, and finely plantad, 
itsofd in I790for£1l00stcrtin|{. Thirty yean 
ago there was much heath towards the eaat ; it 
is now graaa, or yielding crops. Sea-weed ia 
thrown in plentifully by winter storms, maA 
much used in manuring land. Marie, in the 
higher grounds, is got in abundance, and ia irf 
great advantage, as there is liltle lima bat 
what is imported from Ireland. Oata are aown 
from the end of h'ehruary to the end of MairA ; 
peaae and beans a>e aowu in April ; barley in 
May and June. Wheat snwn Iwfore winter is 
commonly Rrmt reaped towards the end of 
August. The parish is scarcely able to snpnl; 
itself with proviuoni, ai appears from un- 
portations, and no great dccreaaa of prioe. 
Little Sax is raised, at least for sale. A Oon- 
■iderable quantity of artificial grauea is raiaad 
with great success. Mi«t of the wood in tba 
parish is youug, but thriving wclL 

/'opiiiation.^It nppeara from the reeorda of 
the Sailors Society that, when wine wu im. 
ported at Ayr frum France, the popnlatioD m 
— -'■ - - - Whoii 



much greaU^r I 



'hen a plai 



I fonnerly, 



broke out here, near 200 years ago, accor«Uill 
to tradition, about 3»0 died. In 1745 Um 
inbabilauta were reckrmwl about 2D0a The 
return to Dr Webster, in I7.'>5. wu 29M bodIb. 
Trade since that lime revived, particalarif 
tobacco, which adilcil consiilerabty to the 
populatiion, Incloaing took place much aboal 
Ihe Mime time; ami in the v«ra 1747. 
1748, 1749. and 1750. the herring fishing WM 
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lukve been inorruing wniibly, thoDgh not 
npidljr, lor more iliaa 30 y«r* put. Tho 
namber ol examinnlile pcnoiu ia the pBriab, 
nckoning from 7 years of *gu aad apwirds, i« 
above 3400. Ur UieM there &re 3000 in the 
town, and llic remuinilcr in tho Muntry. The 
number ot soul) may tlierefore be ilatad at 
itboat 4IOO«ouln. 

Many of thu inhsbit^ntA ftre between TO luiil 
100 yean nf Age. One walked to London aflcr 
his lOUth year; luiolbcr above 100 died a fen- 
months itgu. 

Ah-trof/ of ISirthi. .Vtimagri. and Ihath.. 

at ilijr.mtt prriOfU. 
Vnni. Utrthi. Mar. Dotlli^. 

M. F. Tnt. Men.Wom.C'bil. T«l. 



Tlierc arc iilxirr 600 inhabited houie* in the 

¥inHh. Tlic niiinlKr of hiTitors it about 60. 
here are 2 niinis'iTiot the Eitahlithml CJuireli, 
'J Muraviitn!), 1 Ki>ist:c>p:iliiin, unil I Mclhndi^l. 
TheroaraS j>hys( "' 



«d < 



I 1(1 1 



I, :l surijeons i 



The I 



.-imouiit to nlioiil TiO or 60. 

litalf of Ik: roor.— Weekly colIccti.jn4 Hn<( 
other [Hiribli fund* put it in tlio power uf the 
ncHiiion to dialrilmK- £10^ iKr ojihkm. The 
town giva £30, the a-iihira £10, iho urilen 
£9, th>: moreh.inlH £-*) : anil oilier smnll corponi- 
lioiu coittriliuto lo the extent of £14 or Cl.'i: 
heaideB wliieii, Ihire is a half year's -/'nr of 

I'hariticfi nmniij; poor Inideatnen and nthers. 
iilwul £20 If iiiiy p<n of this sum ii aarcd at 
the cnil of llie year, it is wlded to Ihv funds of 
the (^iiiriiy huii-p. This house waa )iuili by 

pcrwini : Imr. lu m.kny petisionrrs prefer a 
sinali weekly nlli.w,.n. ■ - -- ■ -■ - 



Smith of i..>iid> 
hoiuiekifp.n'. 






Ahlcrman 
ir, left £100 



1 for 



'I'his charity ha* proved very 
I'rok'iHi. Cochrnne of Cilnsgnw, 
Ainl .-kt Air, left likrwiw £1C0. 

whic'i is appriinted (o bo given 
!■ Inirg ■le.'a widow or daUKhlor 
All iniirniary and bridewell are 



Prirt of Labour and Pto\ 

with a wife ami .'i L-hildrei 



able l< 



hases 3 pecks of moil, and a 
greater ouantity of potatoes, half a cart of 
coals, and soap lo the value of 'iA per week j 
3 Btoiie cj( auol. at 7b 6 I the stone, for clothing, 
and 10 lb. of lint, at lOd per !)>. ;mt ouawS! 
His wife's ikiii:udauje ou thu children pnsventa 
lice from earning much. Thin may aerve aa a 
general spicimen of the wages and cipenatia of 
a lalioiirer'a family A shoimaker, if industri- 
ous, v'eli fr<un Is 2d (o 1h H.\ a-iUy ; a maMm 
from Is :i.i lo Is 8.1 : a -rixht fr..in Is 3,1 to 
tslhl ; a tailor Is 2d. Hie price of provisioiu 
is ninre than driul>le<l h ilhin thcsi* last TiO yeara. 
Beef and mutton is now from 4tl to M per lb, 
IaiiiIi is fnnn Is 3d to -Za (kl pei .junrtcr ! pork 
fklpcrlU: re.ilfrom M lon.1: |<i),'s fnim '.& 6il 
to 3s : geeHC 2« ; ducks fruin 'M\ i<> In : chickeiM 
-Id. and aniiiiaimea Icm ; rabbili Hd ; butter 
from H.I to H.I per I1>. : clieeie from 4<1 lo Sd ; 
wh...t Irotii 21a t.. 2.W |wr \n,\\ ; Inrley front 
ISs to -JOs ; oats from lltx to IHh. 

ChHrrh tad Ktii>rnii —The prcw-nt church was 
built in I.W*. an.l is kept in r""-! repair by the 
mvistralBS. The old church, Ktjlid St .lohn 
Kaptisl's, was convertnl by Oliv.r Cromwell 
intonn anmiry T fiT which li.> j-avr iin allow- 
ance <.f 1000 Kntfluh m.-rks I.. Iiuild another. 
It was in St .tohu II>piisi-H chun-l. that the 
parliauiont met toconlinu Knici:',. title to the 
thlnne. RecunU <-f then Mihrnnl iihcw that 
nnmliem of the unbiliiy txrulit oniy m^o their 
iniliala. The aeninr miniMer'n livini;. imlnding 
thcglelie, iaalHiut £130 |>ti- ohkh/.i. 'IIic Kiaif 
ia jHlron. The l«*n gener^illy alh.w. the 
senior minister \-2 ([uineui for u h<iu>H'. The 
li-^nl stip.:qd of hi. I'.dlrii^ne «..nld so.ircely 
ainnnnl lo 1'75 ; bill, fniin regard t>i him who 
at present fills the ctiatife. (be nia^'lslmies and 
conned, besides nllowaiioe fur a Iioiih'. Iiavo 
achle<l ■ som whioh iiukra his stt|i>Mi<I £103. 
The town council and seosinn are |>atri<iiK. 

^i-r'Uanemu OA» i-.tifiVu... -Tbi-re art- no 
i-olcaiiic Bppearanoei in tliia parish. Unless btrg* 
rocks, and fraifrntnta of rocks, which hara 
numerous inrlenteilstonnor metals of different 
kinds, he eonsiiUnil as such. Varioas Hgnrad 
atones and petrifactions hare been found in tba 
parish. There is a itinsideralilo ijiuintily of 
moor-stone ly in" on the surfau- of theonMitd. 
Tho free-ilonr liex rather deep. Some hooM* 
in the town let at CJO. hut a greater number 
between that sum and £ia The rent of Iho m\- 
monSshriy in the river l>.>onii £N0; that in the 
river Air a Utile Icaa. The markeia hen; are 
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good. The commou fu«l is coal. The price 
paid a& the pit, per cart, is from 2s 31 to 2s 6<1. 
The ouc pit is hulf a mile disUmt, and the other 
rather more. That at Di'uiigan, in the jparish 
of Stair, though a little dcirer, is undoubtedly 
the best. Aocf)r<Iing to tradition there was a 
battle fought, before the Christian aera, in the 
valley of D.ilryinple, in which two Kings, 
Fergus and Coilus, foil. It is added that Loch- 
fergus takes it^ uatnc from the former, and the 
rirer Kyle fi-oni the latter. Thitlier Coilus, it 
is siiid, was pursued and slain. The small 
villagf^ of C«»ylton, 6 miles cast of Air, likewise 
is said to d<frive its name from him. It has 
been supposeil that Dalrymple, DMe-roi-meif 
iiiirnifios the valb-y of the slaughter of kings. 
There is a cairn of stones in the midst of this 
\'alley. In June, 1731. a ball of fire passed 
through two opposite windows of the newest 
steeple, bn^ke one end of the bell bomb joist, and 
then descended to the street, but <lid no more 
harm. A Iwy in the neighl)ouriiwMl was killed 
by another Ixill of fire. Pi-rhaps the only 
inundation that deserves notice happened in 
J 730, atteotU'd with a great st<»rm. Tuis raised 
the riv*«*r much, and fon^td ships of considerable 
burden quite out of the elmnnel. 

[Note. —As already mentioned, the brief 
account of Ayr in tlie first volume of the 
Statistical Aceouiit do<-s not seem to have 
been afterwards r^ganled as quite satisfactory 
by theR'^v. l)r M*(iill, and in the 21st volume, 
publisheil in 1700, there appears the follow- 
ing communication from the pen of Dr 
M*(iill, "reofivil ju-jt after the first had 
be n printed off." Tlie oiitribution as ap- 
nend( d in all but c jinplet*-, nothing having 
been excised .save the rev. Doctor's references 
to the Charter of tlie Hurgh, to ihc Kxtent 
and Form of the Parish, and Situation and 
Productions of tlw Pari.^h, which, eonsitlering 
what Inis gone l)efore, are not essential.] 

Somr Particular li contained in a Second Account 
of thf Parinh of -ly/', rt*ii^d from Dr 
ypdill in 1791, jum/ aftfrthtjiriu'had httn 
printed off. 

Privilftjt'*, ami AdminiMtra/i m of the fiunjh. 
-The town of Ayr is the seat of tin* presbytery 
of that name ; and enjoys, with the town of 
Irvine, every sixth vict* of the m«»etiiig of the 
ayuod of Cihisgow and Ayr, wliieli e«>iivenes 
twice at Olai*p»w for once thai it do«>s at either 
of the other two towns. Ayr is likewise the 
bead burgh of the county ; and has a fifth vote 
with Campltelum, Inverariy, Rothsay and 
Irvine, for a member of Parliament. lo shape, 



it Ib something of the foi m of a crescent, but 
one of the horns much longer than the other. 

The administration of this burgh is vaulted in 
a provost, two baillies, a dean of guild, and 
treasurer, with twelve counsellors, two of 
whom are from the incorporated trades. Their 
election is conducted as follows. Upon the 
Wednesday, before the Friday pre<^iiM[ 
Michaelmiis day, the magistrates and council 
(seventeen in numlier) meet in the court hall, 
and elect, first, one of rheir number, who is 
denominated old coun.sellor, then six new coun- 
sellors for the ensuing year, four of whom are 
merchants, and two trades ; these, with the 
magistrates and other meml>ers of counjil, meet 
in the same place the Friday following, and 
make the leets for provost, liailies, dean of 
guild, and treasurer; and up(m the first Monday 
after Michaelmas day, these twenty-three 
members, with three dnacons, (termed extra- 
ord nary deacons), from three ditfereut incor- 
porations, meet as al)ovc, and elect the provuet, 
bailies, dean of guild, and treasurer, and as many 
meml)ers from the old council as, with the 
office-bearers and new connsellors, make seven- 
t€H:n, which form the magistrates and council 
for the ensuing year. The magistrates may be 
ro-elected many years without intermission, the 
provost excepted, who must be changed at least 
every two years; and the magistrates, Ac, 
remain a year in the council after going out of 
office. 

After the election of the magistrates and 
council, each of the nine incorporated trades, 
viz., the smiths, taylors, weavers, dyers, 
squaremen, shoemakers, skiimers, coopers, and 
ileshers, elect a deacon, who, with the late 
deacon of each incorporation, meet on the 
Saturday following, and elect a conveener, 
who must l)e one of that number. These form 
what is dcnominate<l the cunveeqer's board, of 
which he is president ; but he is neither a 
magistnitc nor member of council from office, 
but he, or any deacon, may be elected a coun- 
sellor, except the deacons of the fleshers and 
coopers, who can neither be chosen counsellors 
nor vote for the magistrates. 

The revenues of this burgh vary according to 
circumstances ; they amount, at an average, to 
£600 sterling per annum. 

The tolbooth, with a spire 138 feet in height, 
stands in the middle of the street called the 
Sandgate, and very much incon^ modes those 
who pass that way, or live in its neigh ourhood. 
The hall adjoining thereto, where the justiciary 
and sheriff courts are held, is tolerably laroe 
and commodious. The town hall, or aMemo^ 
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room, situated near the CroHS, though not large, 
is very neat and convenient for an ordinary 
company. The meal market stands near the 
midale of the town, but is a great deformity to 
that part of the street. The flesh market is 
very well situated on the edge of the river, and 
is at all times well provided with as good meat 
as is anywhere to be met with. 

Agricidttin — liat* made great progresH here, 
as well as in oilier parts of the country, within 
the last thirty or forty years. The lands of 
Alloway, being I lie full half of the present 
country parish of Ayr, were formerly possessed 
by tenants at the yearly rent of Is 3d pe» acre, 
which they wore not able to pay, and often 
became bankrupts and beggars. In the year 
1755, these lands were sold by the town to pri- 
vate proprietors, who continue to pay the 
autient rent :uj a perpetual feu-duty, and the 
sale produced a capital of €7200. Since that 
period, the lau Is have been brought into goml 
cultivation, and are now finely inclosetl, and 
adorned with plantations and country seats ; 
Rossell, Doonholm, Cucentield, Mouut -Charles, 
Bellisle, ^c. 

The land«4 of Borrow HeM, the other division 
of the country piirish of Ayr, seem to have been 
alienated from ilio town at some far distant 
perio<l, when niouey was extremely scarce ; for 
though they still pay a feu duty, it is a mere 
trifle, compared with what is paid for the 
Alloway lands. 

There is scarce any |Kirt of the parish which 
is not arable, and most of it actually bears 
crops, chiefly of oais ; yet it is by no means 
able to supply itself, inchnUng the town, with 
provisions. Lnrge supplies, lioth of vegetable 
and animal food, arc brought in from all the 
neighbouring :ountry, "from Galloway, and 
often from Ireland. Clover and rye grass are 
frequently sown with great profit. 

The town has still in its possession a small 
stripe of pasture ground along the sands, for 
about a quarter of a mile to the S. ; as also, at 
some distance to the S. E. , a common, of be- 
tween 80 and 90 acres, for feeding milk cows, 
and free to every burgess. The greatest part of 
the common to the S., a large circular field, has 
been of late inclosed with a good stone wall, 
which has immediately within it a fine race 
course. The field has likewise been cleared of 
whins or furze. 

The whole lan<l rent of the parish amounts at 
present to about £3700 sterling; and the extent 
IS said to be something more than 5000 acres. 

Though the climate is healthy, many exam- 
ples of that extraordinary longevity, which are 



reported from other places, cannot be produced. 
Several pel sons among us are above 80 vears, 
and we have four at present on the l>order8 of 
90. It is said that, in the year 1745, one of 
the inhabitants, at the a^e of 114, walked from 
Ayr to Leith, and there took shipping for 
London, where he died, after a stay ot only two 
months. The town standi on a dry sandy soil, 
and has fields adjoining, than which none can 
be fitter for walking, or for the diversions of 
racing, golfing, &c. Every one has easy access 
to the turf, covered at all seasons with a beaati- 
ful verdure, and in spring and summer adorned 
with wild daisies and other flowers. 

The «ea-shore is flat and shallow, and the 
navigation of the river, where the tide never 
flows a1>ove 12 feet, is subject to the incon- 
venience of a l)ar, which at limes, especially by 
the \ioIencc of the N.-W. winds, is thrown up 
almost quite across the mouth of it. Thi^, 
however, is in part cleared away when the 
river happens to be greatly swelled by rains ; 
sometimes it is necessary to dredge it ; and the 
inconvenience is likely lo be further reme«lied 
by a good stone wall, built on \yoU\ sides of the 
river, which is now carrying on, and more than 
half finished. Formerly the south side of the 
river, beyond the quay, was fenced by large 
triangular woo<1en lx>xe4», filled with stones. 
But these were found to be very expensive, by 
the frequent repairs which they wanle<l ; and 
therefore, an attempt has of late been ma<le, 
and is already far on in the execution, to procun* 
the same convenience by building, instead of 
womlen boxes, a wall of the Miine height, but 
entirely uf stone, perpendicular on the side next 
the river, and sloping off* on the other side. 
This, it is hoped, will answer the same end and 
be more durable. In the couise of last year, 
there were built at some distance from one 
another, but uniting in a line when viewed from 
the bar, two reflecting lighthouses to direct 
ships into the entrance of the river. From the 
mouth of the river southward, nearly in a direct 
line, and about a quarter of a mile distant from 
one another, there lie four different heaps of 
large vtones, of which three are always to be 
seen at about half tide, but the fourth or north- 
most one, only at some very low eh\». These 
stones, beins many of them of great weight, and 
all of them loose and unconnected, are lifted by 
grappling irons fixed to a crane, and conveyed 
on pontoons, and are found to be useful 
materiaU for fencing the river, on both tides, 
by the walls formerly mentioned. 

FUhtrieM, — Formerly there were great herring 
fishings at this place, much to its emolnmeni ; 
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bat nothing of that kind hu Sgipi'arctt for tbeae 
2S yean Unt p»at. The coast aflbrdi plenty of 
lalmon, at Wit for homu CDiuumptiuD every 

Smr, anil a grvat varioly of exuellcat white 
b, cml, ling, haJilocki, whitingi, ikate. 
Boundere, Ac. No ahcll fuh, ei>;Bpt a few 
oraba and lobttera. Cnil are in eeawn from Ibe 
end of June to Iho enil uf Ki-hruary ; ling anil 
liaddouka are llie unic. Skule good at alt 
MMUOIIS. whoa Ilicy can be giil. Tbo white 
tijhing in moilly uarheil on by a lociely of 
people from Aberdeennhire, wtui purine their 
hiuiaeaa with grcal diligeace and ■ucceta : 
bat they bvgin to comptaio of a icarcity of fiih 
utt thia c<iiui, ■uch ai ha» aome time ago taken 
plaoa on the »ut coul of Scotland. They nasd 
to adl their lish fur a penny per pobnd, 'till a 
■nan aainu fmiu Eilir.liiirgli of lalv, iuhI olfercd 
them l^d fur all that incy muld apire. Tbey 
like,tfiau wnd Inruu suppliva lo Kilmarnock, 
[rvine, PaiilL-y, and ( llugiiw. They catch their 
Bab by lung linen uitli h'uka anil Iniita lixed on 
them, at pmper disiuncci, anil Bunk to the 
bottom with K'cight<i at cithiT end. The lal- 
moD fishing in in.ui.kgoil liy people of thin ^un. 
try ; and llivrc arc wt-un cnUvs orflahing boaia 
naually ernpluyc'l, with f>iur rnvn tor eacli boat, 
three for iho ri»tr of Ayr, and fonr for the 
Doon, but more or fewer an mxiwion rfi|nirt8. 
They arc pcrmitte<l lo uhc eix fur each of the 
riven, if nt-mlful. The lulmun lulling at the 
moutb of l>o(iii, which bjlong* to the Earl of 
Coaaillis, piy* a rent of i*Ikl pvr annum, and 
there ii a itiiIvp aluMit six mile* u,> the river, 
which my* tl.'f mon-. Tlic fii.hing of Ayr 
river formerly Ulong. d lo Sir rhoiiru VVjIhu-c 
of Cmigi'^ '"It ifl iiMW (hi- pmiwriy of the 
»ci.ly of ivriiirs in Ayr. !ind ik rtnliil at CS.">, 
t'>gitlier wiih llm piymciil i.l "ome puhliu 
hufleiit. iu £1 ti> Itie town for each ooKl.- 
ptnuloyml in thi- lioliing. and t'J in all to the 
■iiinistcr of Monktoii. A ftw y<Mni .>g.. th,.- 
price of s ilniim in miinnUT and aiilnino r.tnie a* 

undrr 'i\d ; bi •iiH't inK-a nincb more, enpcviiilly 
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Lochryan ; on the north, in Limluh, an eioel- 
lent harbonr in Arrao The Brown Carrick 
Hill, 3 miles to the loulh of aa, preeenta a 
noble ridge, of nearly the aaine Ipngth' from eM( 
to weit 1 towanU the laet it bears its higheot 
point, and from thence slopes gi-ntly down lo 
the sea. Rut on iti north side it leods oali 
beVond a deep niirrow valley, a bold pnxnoaUity 
or two, contiguous (o one anollicr, called the 
Bowcrhill, or, Heails of Ayr ; and another sot 
BO high, abutil half a mile farther enat, callod 
Greenan, with the remaina of an old castle, «o 
the vory brink of I he precipice. About 8 inilat 
nnrtli from tlicse promnnlnries is the small flat 
rocky ishind calW Lmly Isle, inhabited only by 
a few r^bbils, but Buppoai.il to affbrd goM 
anchoring ground on ila eaat liile, and Iherdon 
has of late years had two pillars erected on it 
for dirciiling ships to Gad ihuir propar statiaa 
there. Nuthing, however, but extreoM 



All these 1 tndmarks. with the steeple of the 
town, the tou'or of St. John's in the citadd, 
and a large nugar house neir the thore, famish 
good direction lowanls the harbour of Ayr. 

aioarj, MiH'-ral*, Ar.—Ol freestone we bars 
twu quarries, now working, hanl by the town, 
but they lie iWp, and nijuiru a giMxt deal of 
Ulnar to lure ihcni. Two or three great coal 
works, also, arocarriedoninnurneighhoDrbDoi), 
but all by the siniu commny : one in the paruh 
of St. Qnivox, oil the BUcktiooae caUte, now 



belonging to a company in Edinburgh : aaott.. 
tu Ilie community if NcwUin>unon-Ayr i aad 
the third lo a pri>-.itc fnniily. Tli»re m littla 



doubt lint that oal might be found i 
pariah. The expnrt.ition of coal to IreLuMi ii 
the principal branch of trade can icd on at thb 

NrAoo/*._One mitihl fi.rma high idr* of the 
populatiiin of the {tarish from ihe number of 

appointpil with aal.ivii'n of Cl-'i i-nch have each 
o\ thrnifnim 38 t«4rt*<-hidin throaghoul the 
year, at (he r^ite nf 3i |K'r ijii.irtrr for avety 
scholar. Ik-Hidti ih.*i-. th'TB an- three otfaor 
Kni;lish ».'hi>i<1-i, withmit K.lari.a, and with tb* 
wages, and almost oa i 



foi 



rnislcr. with a (aUiT 
I. iind 7>t a iiiurler foraoCA 
numlMT of his ai'holan U 



I storm, there ii a safe retreat in lan^-UASC. The s 
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matter who teaches arithmetic, book-keeping, 
navigation, geometry, kc. Finally, there are 
two writing masters, of whom one has a salary 
of ten ponnds per annam. French is taught 
privately by several hands. 

RtiitjiotM Instniction. — Of ruligious inslruc- 
tors, there are, besides two ministers on the 
establiivhment, who do duty in one place of wor- 
ship, one episcopal, two Moravians, (a sect 
which first appeared here not much more than 
20 years ago), and very lately one Methodist. 
None of their meetings are, as yet, consider- 
able. Of professed Seceders, (Antiburghcrs), 
who attend a place of worship at the head of 
Wallace Street, in the parish of St Quivox, 
there may be 5() or 60 souIh ; of Episcopalians, 
somewhat fewer ; Roman Catholics, none. 

Phynic. — For our bodily health, wc have one 
physician and three surgeons, who all, except 
the first, act as apothecaries. 

Law.— Ayr^ being the head burgh of the 
county, has much law in it ; and the number of 
attorniod, who attend the sheriff and town 
courts, has greatly increased of late years, as 
well as the causes. The former are about 16. 
Of the latter there are generally pending up- 
wards of 200. The writer of this article heanl 
the sheriff-Bubstitute affirm, that duiing the 
last summer session he had advise<l no less than 
.100 causes. 

flouMA, — In the town alone it is computed 
that full 60 new houses have been built within 
these ten years, an<l many also in the country 
part of the parish. The latter have all been 
built on new ff round, and several of the former. 
But some old houses of the town have been 
palled down, to make way for new ones. It is 
rare that any of them have been left untenant- 
ed, but two or three are in that situtilion this 
year. The ordinary i*cnt of houses is from £20 
or £25 to £1 per annum. The number of licens- 
ed alehouses in the piiriah, including inns and 
taverns, is at present 48 ; and it cannot be sup- 
posed that so many of them have a salutary 
effect on the morals of the people. Some think 
It is hurtful that good ale is, by public assess- 
ments, rendered so dear, and bad whisky so 
cheap. 

Church.— The present church of Ayr was 
built in 1654, and might contain, if well filled, 
near 2000 sitters. The old church, named Su 
John Baptist'^, of which only the tower or 
steeple now remains, stood on the other side of 
the town, next the sea, in what is called the 
Citadel. Bat Oliver Cromwell, judging it pro- 



per to build a fortress at this place for keeping 
the west country in awe, took possession of Su 
John's Church for an armoury, and, by way of 
compensation, gave the town 1000 merks 
English for building another. The walls of the 
Citadel inclose about 10 or 12 acreo of ground, 
and were originally surrounded with a wet 
ditch, which had a drawbridge over it on the 
side next the town. It was a very regular 
fortress, with four Imstionn, three welii, a 
magazine, a sallyport, &c., but built at so great 
expence that the Protector, when ho had the 
account laid before him, asked if it was built of 
silver. For it seems no stone quarries near Ayr 
were then known, and the stones employe<1 in 
building the Citadel were all brought from ^ome 
distance by sea, and partly, it is said, from the 
castle of Ardrossan, 1>elonging to the YlnrX of 
Kglinton. After the Reformation, ti.eicfore, 
the Earl asked and obtaineil a grant of the 
Citadel of Ayr from the Crown, to indomnify 
him. in mrt, for llic lo«s' s lio alled^od In- had 
sustainea during the Usurpation. At present 
it, belongs to the Kirl of Casaillii?. has a large 
kiln and brewery in it, antl pays CnO sterling of 
rent per annum. 

Wiihin the wall of this fortress, as tt*Htlition 
bears, and at the highest mount of it, st mkI the 
castle of Ayr, which is mentioned in old 
histories. And in the church of Si. John's, it 
is recorded that the Parliament of Scotland met 
to confirm Robert Bruce 's title to the throne, 
when manv of the nobility could hardly sign 
their initials. 

StipemLt. — The stipenils of the two colleague 
ministers of Ayr were, when fiiPt mfMlifitd anno 
16.^, of equal value, or nearly f>o ; the first 
being payable, in l»ear and nat-meal, out of the 
toinds ; and the oihir all in n>oney, from the 
rent of certain miluH, granteil tf» the town for 
that piftioular pur|K»»c, by Quet n Mary, 1567. 
But the progress* of agriculture and commerce, 
and the conse<juent decrease of the value of 
money, have long a^j) made a great difference 
between them ; no that the first, at an average, 
may now Ikj reckoned worth £130 .sterling per an- 
num, besides a gleln* ; wjiilo the other doe;* not 
exceeil £75 sterling pi-r annum. Whatever the 
sec»>nd minister enjoys above this, is purely a 
vuluniary gratuity from the town; and the 
gratuities allowed at different times since the 
year 1761 amount now to £37 sterling per 
annum. The patro.nago of the fir^t charge 
belongs to the crown ; of the sectmd. to the 
town council, and kirk session, jointly. Neither 
of the ministers have mauses; but the town, 
about seven or eight years ago, gniutetl to each 
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of the prettent incumbents £12 128 sterling per 
annum on that score. 

PnyvUion jor the. Poor — For the support of 
the poor wo have an hospital, wliich was built 
by suf>scription alK)ut the year 17o6, which is 
suflicient lo acconiintMlate 60 persons, olil and 
young. But many of the poor chuse rather to 
receive a smiill weekly aliment, and to live in 
liouiH>8 of thuir own. The funds out of which 
they arc supplied, arc the weekly collections, 
which may amount to £120 sterling per 
annum ; a contnhuiioii of alK)ut €.'>0 sterling, 
from tlitrorent 'oorjiorations in the town, and a 
yearly stent or jK»or» rate of £100. Beii«les all 
this, there in :iri annual distribution, amounting 
to £20 sterling or upwanls, made to reduced 
house- keejx»rn, by the magistrates an<l minis- 
ters, al)out the middle of wint<?r, from a fund 
disponed for iha' purpose, by Alderman Smith 
in L*)ndomlerr>', who was a native of Ayr. 

Our jKmr ar\», upon the whole, well provide^l 
for, a circ umHtaiice perfectly understocnl by the 
poor of mughlnuiring jKirinhes, who therefore 
flock in up<m us fn)m every side, but do not 
complain of want, till they have made out a 
three years resilience in the place, after which 
they are rock«»iu'd its own pro|>er poor. We 
Are likewi:*eoppre!«««ed with unfortunate women, 
who bring forth nundKTs of illegitimate child- 
ren, whom tiiey cannot tind fathers lo own, 
(these l)eiug g» norally ^iilorn or soldiers, pre- 
viously gone aw.w to dist^iuit plaNX»s), and who 
must therefore Ik* either maintained by the 
mddic, or <utT*ort^l t«» st.irve. We stand much 
ID noe«l of a Bridowtdl, for realraining these 
and oili. r di}«>i«l r^ .»ul the timely ct>rreit ion 
of smaller ciimes wi>uhl, in many cjwcs, prevent 
greater on*-s. 

In Ayr g:v»l, during the year 171^>, there were 
70 debtors, T^ orimin.ils, i ud 40 v.%gr%nts. 

/'ti^/. — Tin* et>inu\on fuel of this place and 
neighlH-»urh»»»>tl i> e<»ii| ; and the price s<mie 
ye«rs ago w.is \< iV\ per *\\rt, which is at the 
rate of tie* jht ion : atterwanls it hkhv to Is Stl 
A cart: a\\k\ iln.«* List winter it came to 2s at the 
rale of Ss a tt»n. wi.cre it nt»w rvniAin*. The 
demand of l.ite f<»r e\p.»rlarum i* so gn^al, that 
«>fl tiuu*s Sv\»rce any are U f I tor home use. 

( \»»»iMi-*-*' n:t i \/-in"r't 'fur <. The nu>sl it»n- 
Mder.ible b».«r. li .»f \vaAk\ frxMu the |v»rl of Ayr. 
i!*, .vj» UftMv n».'Utio:i.tl, the e\pi»rt.\tion of t>vil» 
lo Ireland. The ijiMntiiy «\pMtod t.> that 
King«him m ih >»Ar IT'**^ ^* ♦- ***l*^ ^''ai.Ur*. or 
121*27 ton< ThV* trade i* ehutly cmud on by 
\«*«»ili« l*loMg'.o.: to livUmd. whuh nni*«»rl a 
*>m*jd«'r.%hle .|U.\nti(y »»f lime'»i«»nr. **i an t\oel 



lent quality. The lime 'vhen barned aad 

slacked, is sold at 7d per boll The articles 

imported from Ireland, are chiefly grain, linen 

cloth, and hides. Of imports from other conn- 

tries, woo<l and iron from Prussia and the 

Baltic are the principal articles. 

The vessels belonging to the port are 33 in 

number, as follows : — 

Vowels. Tons. Mea. 

18 eraployod in the year 1790 In foreign 

trade 1804} 134 

8 empli>ve<l in the year 1790 in the coast 

traae S32| A 

7 employed in the year 1790 in the flithery SOS} f7 



33 



3494 IM 



Manufactories are not carried on to any great 
extent in this parish. The principal are U«oee 
of leather and of soft and hard soap. Of the 
former, the average numl)er of hides tanned 
yearly for these last four years is 3000, and from 
5 to GiU) dozen <if calf skins. There are three 
soap manufactories, but the quantity made can- 
not l>c well ascertaineil. Of retail shops in the 
town of Ayr, In'sides a few of inconsiderable 
note, there may at present be reckonetl thirty- 
six. Twenty-one of which are furnished with 
articles of grocery, four with hard ware, two 
with siuMlery, and nine with broad cloth and 
halterdashery. A large sugar house, bailt 
within these last *J0 years, did not continue 
lon^ employed, and lies waste and tiaeleet, 
as It hat «lone for several yearns past Our 
weavfr^ of all kinds have most of their 
employment from (tla>>gow and Paisley. But 
of Ute tliert* are m\ny female children happily 
engaged in the taml>ouriug business, which they 
have from the cotton manufactories. 

liiiukintj ComjxiHUJt. — The first banking com- 
pany establiHhe<l here wa^that of John M^Adam 
ami Compiny, which ctmsisteil of 12 merobera, 
who carhetl t>n that liusine^s from 17G0 to 1770^ 
with advanta(;e to themselves and beneflt to tlui 
country. The next was tlie famous and w^- 
known Itank of Ik>ugU«, Hen>n and Company. 
wiiieli (HMunienetil in 17t»9, and continned till 
altout the end of 1772. Upon the dissolution of 
that coiuvni, another company was formed, 
under the tinn of Hunters* and Company, whi<^ 
with a bninch of the IWnk of Scotland, now 
Cirri > lUi .ill th.it buyine^^ in this place. 

fairs A-^. — Tht-re are two market days in the 
town evi'iy ueek. Tuo^Uy and Friday; this 
last i;* the principal one. And we hare fo«r 
fairs in the yo.\r, one every quarter. At the 
lieginning of ea^^h fair, coarse raw woollen dolhl^ 
mAnufj«cturvtl in this and the neighboiiril|( 
pari^he^ are sold to merchanU from Gl 
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Pkdtley, ftc, to the amoant of £4000 yearly at 
the four fi&irs. At- three of them, when the 
cloth market i* over, is a large horse market, 
chiefly of Irish horses. 

In a sea-purt town, many as usual ad<lict 
themselves to a sea-faring life, also some inlist 
in the army, and many young men go abroad to 
push their fortunes. But no emigrations took 
place, even when they were most in fashion. 

The people in general are humane and charit- 
able, live comfortably, and are contented with 
their circumstances. Their morals in many 
instances have suffered by the practice of 
smuggling* which i» not yet entirely suppressed 
in this place ; and it is not to \)e doubted but 
their condition might l)e ameliorated chiefly by 
an increase of true piety, and virtue, an<l 
honest industry among them. 

Learned Men. — History has reconleil but 
few men, natives of this place, who were 
distinguished in the republic of leltera. Only 
in the 9th century ii pro<luced the famous John 
.Scot, sinianietl Eritjcna^ or born iu Ayr, to dis- 
tinffuidh him from a former l)oni at Melrose, 
and from another born in the \'M\\ century in 
the town of Duiise. Krigcna is said to have 
excelled all the men of his time, in the know- 
ledge of languages and philosophy, as also in 
acutenevs of judgment, readiness of wit, and 
fluency of elocution. He siudieil at Athens, 
lived in great favour with Charles the Iktld of 
France, and wrote many lKM)kH u|>on different 
points of philosophy and theology, of which 
some remain at this day. To him may l>e 
added Andrew Kamsiiy, [>etter known by the 
name of Chtvaiur Uamxay^ the author of 
Cyrus's Travels, and other works. And lastly, 
Robert Bum.*', the poet, Iwrn in the country 
|)art of the pari$«h of Ayr, and by his genius, at 
least, as mucli distinguished ns cither of the 
former authors. 

[Note. — At the end of the second volume of the 
Statistical Account is a *' State of the Popu- 
lation of the Parish of Ayr, distinguishing 
the number of inhabitants in the town and 
c*ountry, their age and sex, the natives of the 
parish, and those born elsewhere — from a 
survey taken in the year 1791, by Mr L. 
M'Kechnie, Session Clerk of Ayr." The 
totals are — Inliabiting the town, 1G73 males; 
2198 females— total, 3871; bom in Uie parish, 
1838 ; born elsewhere, 203.'i Inhabiting the 
country— .Males, .374 ; females, 402 — total, 
776; bom in the parish, 299; born elsewhere, 

477. 

There is also the following list of the 9 
incorporated trades of Ayr, distinguishing 



the number of masters, journeymen, and 
apprentices employed in each — from an 
account taken by the convener, in November 
1791] :— 

Masters Joarne}-inen Apprentices Total. 

Hammermen 24 16 24 64 

Weavers ..61 89 36 186 

Dyem ,.6 4 2 12 

Tailors ..32 10 6 57 

Squ&remen 34 68 S3 ISA 

Hhoemakera 25 27 10 62 

Hkinners . . 2 1 1 4 

Coopers . . 12 5 6 22 

Flesheni .14 16 4 34 

210 246 120 676 

It appears (adds the Note) that the Dyers 
and Skmners were, about a century ago, among 
the most numerous corporations, and that the 
('oopers were then more numerous, owing to a 
considerable wine trade carried on with France. 
Besides the al>ovc incorporated trades, (here 
arc, in the country part of the parish, 5 black- 
smiths, 3 cartwrights, and 2 taylors. 

[Note. — It is not necessary to enter at anything 
like a corresponding length upon the contri* 
bution of the Kev. Alexandet Culhill to 
** Tlie New Statistical Account of Scotland." 
MrCuthill wrote in the summer of 1837. To 
a large extent he, necessarily, travels over 
the ground of his preilecesjior. His account 
of Ayr is, further, that of a comparatively 
recent writer. And the New Statisticid 
Account differs from the Old in this, that; 
while in the Old, one requireiv to search the 
whole series of volumes for the various Ayr- 
shire parishes, in the New the contributions 
of the parish ministers of the county are 
coUectecf in one volume, and, therefoie, of 
easy access. The extracts that follow, there- 
fore, are to be reganled as supplementary to 
what has already been given, and as, in 
another way, l>earing upon the contemporaiy 
life of the burgh at the time that Mr Cuthifl 
penned his account. 

The lands of Alloway which, a century 
earlier, had l>een possessed by tenants **atthe 
yearly rent of Is 3d, which they were unable 
to pay, and often became iMukruptM ami 
beggars,'* were, in 1837, largely ** tlit most 
fertile, the lH•^t onUivaltd, and the most 
finely ' wooded districts in the county, the 
land yielding a rent of upwards of £4 an 
acre, and producing in crops a fair remuner- 
ating return to the farmer." The tempera- 
ture MrCuthill describes as '* pretty unifurm,'* 
the thermometer in winter being ** seldom 
below the freezing point." '* There are do 
epidemic diseases peculiar to the locality," 
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uouHumptive diseaso bcins ** attended with 
nymptotiiH that nhow it to do more owing to 
hoHMlitary taint than to external cauies.*'] 

Hydrography^ Sprimju. — Ayr alionnds in 
MpriiigM evcrywhens and thirv can (*a»ily be 
reaehtii, not far )M.>lnw thf Rurfacc of the earth. 
The Hpriiif; water, however, in generally hard, 
an<l |NirticiilarIy in the town. ft is very unlit 
for detergent an<l ecrlain culinary nuri)OHe8. 
It hohU in nolution carhonateji of lime and 
niagnenia, AulphateM of lime and maj^ncfiia, and 
chloridfH of lime, inagne««ia, an<l soiia, but the 
Mall nioHt predominant is carlx»nate of lime. 
Traeei of irtui in combination, or a>» un oxide, 
are generally to lie foun<l, although in wmie 
^lell'* they cannot l>e detected. It iH obvious 
that, however hard the water may be fnmt 
the«e i«:«line ni.it teoi which it holds in solution, 
it M not deh*teri<»urt or hurtful, af, from thoir 
laxative nutun*, uhen inm is in Mohition, it is 
rather tonit? an<l coiToUirative to the Mystem 
than injurious to it. 

(*hnntf^ in /At* i^yun*^ of th€ Ih^oi. -The 
extent of coawt within the {vuiHh must have 
lieen more confined at one time than it in at 
pn'jitnt, UN the l)«H>n Hreniit to have joine<l the 
»»ea niui'h nearer I lie town than it dtH*.-* by its 
j.u»9«'nt course. 'I'hrre j»eems to U* liitle re/iiion 
lo doubt that formerly the rivrr ha<l a diftereut 
lied at the h)wcr extn'miiy of the {wirish tn>m 
what it ni>vv retain**, and theuttonition np|»«Mrs 
to have taken idaoe immediately Udow the 
Ifiwer bridge, i'luit* are obviouM indications 
that ai or und«*r this |vtint. it ran along nearly 
the line of the pr* M'Ut vt^uX by the M>uth of 
tto^rltifnf} yui'^'ri/, and the eafit<Tn l»oun<l.iry 
ol the farm i»t i^mmit j P(trL\ that it «uv«Tg«'il 
to the \iost of SiMtirhl H«»u.-e and tin- tieldr* of 
rdat'kburn, and th.it it joint*«l the m.-i at, or not 
f.ir lu»in, th«' pifMut mcutli «»f the Wiitt-r ot 
Ayr. It ».■* ut»t t-.i^v ti» ilrtfrmine Mhen or how 
the cluiim* iulo H-* pit.M'nt ohannrl t»H»k pUoo ; 
whvtiur It x%ii^ b\ the unaidetl uorkinp* of 
natu:v, or by .ir'.ilicial intMu^, for the sake of 
the gr\»und lluU would U» nvt»v««rr»l by a les» 
oin-uuou* oour^*. The I.^ittT i\»nMdir.\tion 
>ft.i<» Itkoly to piv!»int a motixe »utbcii-n:ly 
ad(N^u.tte t«»r the uod>'rtakin^, vink^x*, by means 
of the »"h.*ti;:e. » v.-^lis.iblr extrnl of i;n>und has 
l*en g-4intd fiotu ihr «*.t» which. •/•* ti / ■I'-i'in, 
«tlU IS alla«'h<*«l to MixU^b- pari'«h, .-ttloidtng an 
mdubitablf rvuKniX' thai it on*^ U'l«»ncc*^ to 
It, without the riM-r inter\ ruing, aii at pix'M'nl, 
to •epkVrmtr ll.cm. Th«- rxx'etiing i»! the «■* may 
also, no doubt, h^ve a!«ln) in rff<vting the 
chMige. There are iiidu*Atu>n» whioh can eduily 
h^ trmt.'e^l of the former be»i of the r;\er. \\{ the 



way from tho new bndge near Belle-Ule gate- 
house to the head of the Low Green, a line ol 
low marshy ground mnninff alooff the whole 
way, except where it has lately been filled ii|»- 
aait oultivated on the Blackburn property. 
The only <iifficuUy that occurs is to account for 
the raised up bank at and below the Low 
Bridge of Doon, which is several feet above the 
level of the stream. If the course was ohaogedt 
however, by artiticial means, the same means 
would l)c used to keep it from getting into its 
fonncr channel, by the fence of an elevated 
forced embankment, which the risinc ground 
here almvc the river evidently is, from the 
declivity that takes place on the Ayr road 
immediately after passing the bridge. But wa 
can pnxlucc something more than mere con joe- 
turc on the subject. A few years ago a venr 
handHomc l>cll of considerable dimensions, with 
the words Oioria Soli Doe (for J>eo) marked 
upon it in large letters, was fouml in the 
marshy gmiindH behind Blackburn House, 
which we have supp>setl to have been the bed 
of the river, together with some spars of a 
vessel that seemn to have been stranded or sunk 
near its mouth. From this it would appear to 
have Uhtii navigable like the Ayr for some 
short distance alcove its confluence with the 
sea. WnrihttrH itself is synonymous with the 
Doon rirrr. 

[XoTK. — Mr Cuthill deals at some length with 
the <iecdc»g^\ Minenilogy, Zoology, and 
lk>tany of the fiarish. It may l>e descrihe«1, 
in general, he >;(y«, **as prcaeuting a super- 
Hcial tli>tiict of n<i definite geological 
charrtcicr. I hi- external surface being covered 
with a diluvium or broken mass of sand* 

§ ravel, and clay, intennixeil with water-worn 
et:u*he<l Hhin^tone^." Its mineralogy is 
not, ill hi:* opinio^, of much importance. 
The /iHdit^y I Oi\4t« no rare animals, bat 
iiiobiiie^ tMM-». otteri>. seal, hares, rabbits* 
phe.'t^int.«>. |urtri>l^i<>. <|uails (v<^ry rare, 
(hnii**h ouoe «.*ommonU wuuUcocks, snipsa, 
laiitii.^il. u ktei rail, green and golden plover* 
>andpi)H.-:>^. bittern ^rare). heron, kingfisher, 
watiT>>urel. hawks, owU (in<"luding the Koat- 
«uok< r and fernowl^ tt*ldfare, snowdskc. 
Mailing; •**.« Tare bit il. but n**t alt<itfether 
unkiiuun hete'i ; the rt»inm<»n birtb of tha 
couniry: in severe m either, wild swan, g>Wi, 
duck«. U^rn wle. midgeon, and teal of aevcfml 
variei;e» ; and »ea fowl of every kind that 
are to )t^' found on the coast. As a '^^■**^ 
nxc"., tbv lK<^tu it early, the Ayr **unQ«aa|lj 
U:e." l>n the Ayr '^Mhe decrease of IM 
a«Itron nMv. tn a great degrse, be attribalad 
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to the eractioB of a high dam-dike, near its 
mouth, over which the fish has great diffi- 
culty in ascending.'* *' In the Uoon, how- 
ever, and along the coast in the vicinity of 
its mouth, numhers continue to be taken 
— more than enoush to supply Ayr market ; 
and the surplus finds a ready sale in large 
towns at a distance." **The lamprey is 
occasionally found in both rivers, but never 
used as an article of food ; and that mysteri- 
ous little fi»h, the par, is likewise common 
to both."] 

Improvements. — Few places have undergone 
a greater change for the better than this town 
has done within the last twenty years. During 
that time it has made greater advances in archi- 
tectural and other improvements than it has 
done perhaps during a century before. As a 
proof of this we shall extract the following ac- 
count of the state in which the town was found 
by the inriterof it at the time the work was 
published in which it is contained ; and from 
personal recollections we do not think it exag- 
gerated. '* The streets are ill-lighted, wretch- 
edly paved, and very inditfcrently cleaned. Side 
pavements of flagstones 'for foot-passengers 
might be mentioned amon^ the desiderata 
that might easily be supplied. The prison, 
like the old tol booth of Lainburgh, interlines, 
almost blocks up» one of the principal streets. 
Security is the only consideration wnich seems 
to have gained the attention of those who 
planned this public nuisance, which is not so 
much the terror of evil-doers, as the horror of 
those who do well. " Now we have only to con- 
trast with this short but veryftraphic description, 
the condition in which the town now appears 
to strangers, in order to be impressed with the 
great improvement that has since been effected. 
The nuisance complained of — the old gaol — has 
been entirely removed ; by which means a fine 
spacious street has been laid open from Wel- 
lington Square to the New Briage, improving 
progressively, by new edifices en both sides, 
of which the new spire with the spacious and 
elegant buildings attached to it, and the Ayr- 
shire Bank may be mentioned as specimens. 
The principal streets are well lighted with g|as, 
causewayed, and kept tolerably clean, and side 
pavements are senerally formed from one end 
of the town to the other. The square already 
named, on the tcest end, whether we consider the 
neatness of the houses, or the fineness of the 
situation, with its beautiful sea view, can hardly 
be surpassed in any other provincial town in 
Scotland. 

[Note. —Mr Cuthill details the erection, about 



20 years previously, of the County Buildings 
at a cost of £90,000. The architect was Mr 
Wallace, the model an ancient temple dedi- 
cated to Isis at Rome ; and the New Town's 
Buildings, which '* reflect great honour on Mr 
Hamilton of Edinbuigh, the architect," and 
the spire, ot which, 226 feet high, *' has a 
bell weighing 22 cwt. , of a rich deep-toned 
sound." The spire was struck by lightning in 
1835, "more than midway from the ground," 
and *' the bolt wrenched in an instant two 
of the large massy stones from their places, 
driving one of them to a considerable dis- 
tance, without, however, doing any material 
injury." The Wallace Tower, "for what 
reason (so called) does not appear," was the 
work of the same architect. Mr CuUiill does 
not think that Thom, the artist of the statue, 
has been *' very happy in his conception of 
the hero, either in point of costume or ex- 

Sression of character." Dealing with the Old 
hurch, he notes that no record of Crom- 
well's gift towards its erection appears in the 
town's records. '* The seats are getting old 
and rotten, and the passages reciuire to be relaid 
with flagstones." The Aew Church, erected 
in 1810, cost, first and last, £6000. Bums' 
Monument was erected at a cost of £2000. 

Mr Cuthill, under "Eminent Men," deals 
with Joannes Scotus, sumametl Krigena, 
Robert Bums, John Loudoun M'Adam, of 
road-making fame ; John Mair, the author 
of several school books ; Professor Jackson, 
of St Andrews University, and onco rector of 
Ayr Academy ; and John FerKusson, of 
Doonholm, an enterprising East Indian mer- 
chant, gratefully remembered liecauM of his 
benefactions to the parish. He then takes 
up the antiquities, St John's Church, former 
encroachment of the sea. Monastery of 
Dominicans, Monastery of Fransctscans, Al- 
loway Kirk, the Moat of .Alloway. and the 
Roman Road.] 

BcUtie Fidds. — Ou considering tliis magnifi- 
cent relic of Roman greatness, and other Roman 
antiquities that have been found in this parish, 
it appears evideut that Ayr must have been a 
station of considerable importance, whilst the 
Romans held possession of the countrv. There 
are manifest indications that the whole of the 
lower part along the sea coast, from river to 
river, had been the scene of some great stmg- 
l^le in which the Rotoans and the natives of the 
island were combatanU, and that probably in 
more than one conflict. Throughout the whole 
of this space Roman and British places of sepnl' 
tre are found, with Roman armour, swords. 
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Uoce8» daggers, and pieces of mail, and brazen 
camp-vesHels, intermixed with British urns uf 
rude baked clay, hatchet and arrow heads, and 
other implements of warfare used by the Cale- 
donians. One of the largest and most beauci* 
fol of these urns was found some years ago, 
near the bankit of the Doon, among a collection 
of bones, 

" Beneath the cairn. 
Where hantcra found the mardered bjiim." 

Wo have seen a very antique Tuscan-shaped 
pitcher, in the posMes«iion of a gentleman in Ayr, 
that was found many years ago on the top of 
the rock in the Townhea<i quarry, thirty or 
forty feet under the present surface of the 
ffround, along with a ketvle that has ttince been 
KMt. What is somewhat remarkable, the 
pitcher, when found, was filled with sea-shclls, 
and ha<i the appearance of having lM*en glazed, 
which ban been thought by some to mi'itate 
against its claims to a Roman origin. We )>e- 
lieve, however, it has iK'en pretty clearly ascer- 
tained that the Konians wore well ac(|Uainted 
with the art of glazing. The al»ove quarry lies 
along the line in which the old Roman rooil 
must have pisf^ed, and a relic of thiH kind so far 
underground, uiileHH ii hmX Ix^'n placed there 
by some conting«*ncy l»eyt>n<l the usual course of 
things, carries along with it some plausible 
reasons for believing it of ancient nianitfacture. 
At or near this place also, w;is the site of the 
famous Bams of Ayr. 

But we have not l>een l«»ft entirely to uncer- 
tain conjecture or vague trailition with re8i>ect 
to some great confliclA havini; taken place in 
this parish in ancient times, l)oth l>»»twixt the 
Romans and the natives of the cj»untry, and 
with the latter amongst themselves. Having 
been leil to make some inve««tigation into the 
subject, we have found some light tlin>\%n upon 
it by the following authorities. .Sp)ttiswf>o<le, 
in his history, relat^'s that **inthi' year 3<10, 
Maximus, a Roman Prefect, excited thi* Piots to 
enter into allianc«* with him against the Scots, 
and that the Roman-* and Picts «n«NMnitrre«l the 
Hcol« at the iraAr nf l><*<tn in Carrirk. T o 
Scots were route«l, and ihrir Kin^ Kngcniu^ and 
moat of hiH nobility wen* slain." That a gn'at 
battle was also fought in this htcality In'twixt 
the Britons and th** Scots and Picis united, is 
aaserted by Hollingnhed, IU)ethius, and 
Buchanan. The lirst jf these repn'vnts the 
Silares as inhabiting the region now known by 
the name of Ayrshin*. and siatrs that "Coihis, 
King of tliC Britons, havint^ a*ii*tnibh-d an army, 
entered t'u* Scottish lM)nlers lying toward the 
Iri»'h Scrt. wasting with tire and «» won! whitever 



he found in his way till he came io the river 
Dune, where he encamped on the banks." 
Boethius says, evidently in reference to the 
same invasion, that while Coilns was King of 
the Britons, the Scots and Picts attacked nim 
" ad ripam amnis Duns, * the Scota in front, 
while the Picts came upon htm from behind 
during night. Buchanan, in his Hiatorr of 
Scotland, gives a more detailed account of the 
battle than either of these. . . . There ii a 
tradition still existing in this district that after 
some great battle two Kings, C<»ilus and Fergnt, 
gave their names, the former toCoil and Coyltoo, 
the latter to Ao<rA Ferrpu and Aiouni Fergma in 
this parish. Local tradition assigns the site of 
the l>attle to the parish of Dairy mple, wbieh if 
not in any degree probable. The armies oo 
both .sides must have been numerous, since, 
according to Buchanan, Coilus conld easily spare 
five thousand men to be pl\ced io ambusctule, 
and the narrow vale of the Doon, in the above 
parish, couM afford no eligible ground for such 
a conflict. On the other hand, the lower part 
of this parish, flanked by its two rivers, with 
the sea in front and the undulating groand 
l)ehind, even at the present day, conld yield to 
no other locality in point of advantageous battle 
ground. Besides, the ex predion, on the hamk$ 
of th^, Doon, toicardH the Irinh Sea, is sufficient 
to settle the point, as the IrUh Sea conld only 
mean the 8ai/ of Ayr, not then known by that 
name, and being a continuation of the Irish 



CromirrfrH Fort.— The c ta<1el was itself both 
capacious and strongly fortified. . . . The 
area within the walls, which on three sides are 
yet entire, is about twelve acres in extent. 
The ground plan is a hexagon, with bastions at 
the angles, but the figure is not regular, the two 
sides facing the sea and the town being moi^ 
longer than any of the others. The situation is 
between the town and the mouth of the river, 
and the strongest works front the latter. The 
main bastion, occupying the north-eastern 
angle, close upon the harUmr, and next the 
town, ctmimanas the entire circuit of the fortifi- 
cations, the river, and the town itself. It has 
still an elevation above the water of forty-fiv« 
feet, and is supposed to occupv the site of ths 
ancient palace and castle of Ayr, built hf 
William the Lion. The sides of this bastion, 
like those of the other four, which are yet to ha 
traced, vary from 120 to I.V> feet in length, and 
their angles arc regular, acconiing to the system 
of fortification now in use. 

Pn>cetHling parallel lo the river, along the 
ramfMrt, but on a plane about fifteen feet lower, 
we arrive at a second bastion, conneoted wilh 
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the former by a cartain 237 feet in length. The 
workm now trend toward the west, and a second 
curtain 266 feet long, condacts to a third bastion. 
Theee appear to have formed the main part of 
the fortinoationii, and have been erected with 

KMkt care and at very considerable expense, 
e rampart is every whei e faced on the outside 
with a wall, strongly and exceedingly well 
boilt, of hewn stone, inclined at the proper 
angles, and entire. The whole is sastained on 
arches which have formed convenient securities 
for garrison stores and provisions. The breadth 
of uie rampart is in this place 120 feet. The 
works now sweep almost directly west, 
nmning parallel to the sea-line, and, when first 
executed, had 'occupied the whole of the dry 
groand on this side. Though the sea has now 
retired to a considerable distance, leaving a fine 
sandy beach, yet some of the oldesi inhabitants 
remember when the walls were washed by the 
tide at high water. The seaward curtain is 512 
feet long, and though the rampart continues of 
the same height, viz., about 20 or 25 feet above 
the level of the sands, yet it has been narrow 
and without arches, having been composed of 
solid earth, faced with the same solid m^usonry 
as already described At the termination of the 
sea-wall, and joining the western angle of the 
fortification, is a fourth bastion, whicli, though 
smaller than the others, has been constructed 
with equal care and skill. From its position to 
what mnst formerly have been the mouth of the 
river Doon, which we have already attempted 
to prove, this pciint mu^t have been very stn^ng. 
A cartain 272 feet running nearly south conducts 
to a fifth bastion, but here the original rampart 
can no longer be traced, though the garden walls 
of the adjacent houses are built upon its founda- 
tions, and clearly shew its position. The sixth 
and last bastion has occupied the southern angle 
of the fort, but of this no part now remains. A 
long cartain and deep broad ditch hail formed 
the principal defences towards the town, joining 
the sooth to the eastern bastion, whence we 
started in this descriptive circuit of the fortifi- 
cations. Of this side of the citiulel the only 
remains are the hollow of the ditch and the giie 
of the front wall. The latter is a round-headed 
arch, with some heavy but not inelegant mould- 
ing*, surrooaoted by a square recess, in which 
onoe stood the arms of the Commonwealth of 
England. The interior of the fortress has been 
a large open space of an oblong st|uare shape, 
occnpied with barracks for the military, and 
other bnildmgs, and the Church of 8l John, 
and ita tower, which had been converted into 
an armoury and guard room, Uius literally 
becoming a church miliuoL 



PoptUcUion. — At the time of the Rebellion in 
1745, the population is said to have been only 
• about 2000 ; in 1791 it was 4100 ; and the last 
census, in 1831, fixes it at 7606. Since the 
Government census a further state of the popu- 
lation was taken in 1836, in order to make 
returns to the Royal Commission appointed to 
enquire into the want of religious instruction in 
5^otland, when the amount was found to be 
7475, making a decrease of 131. But this 
might easily be accounted for from the great 
mortality that took place in Ayr, in conse- 
quence of the disease of cholera, in 1832, which 
swept awav a great many of the inhabitanta. 
The popufatiou of the town within the toll 
bars, in 1836, was 6240, of which 2963 were 
under twelve years of age ; and *hat of the 
country part of the parish was 1235. The 
number of families amounted to 1647, making 
four and a little more than a half the average 
number of each family. 

[Note. — Then, as now, Ayr was the residence 
of a considerable numl)er of gentlemen of 
independent fortune. It had 12 landed pro- 

rrietors with rentals of £50 and upwards, 
n 1832, the year of the cholera, the deaths 
were 260, the average of the accompanying 
five years being 158; the numl>er of mariiaffee 
was 60 instea<l of 80 on the average. Havmg 
no large manufactories its increase was **not 
dependent on contingent or temporary 
causes," and the population was mostly 
indigenous, ** with the exception, " says Mr 
Cuthill, ** of some families of Irish labourers 
of the poorer class, who had been induced to 
become resident here, as in most other towns 
in the west of Scotland, from no strong temp- 
tation as to remunerative employment, bot 
bccaus** any change whatever from their 
miserable condition in their own country was 
likely to be a change foi the better." The 
results were, the keeping down of the priee 
of lal)our by competition, and the demoralisa- 
tion of the character of the Scottish inhabit- 
ants, who mixed with them. The loweat 
class, from this immigration, '* had been 
greatly deteriorated of late years, both in 
their civil and moral condition. *] 

Tliere are few places where the poor are 
belter attended to and provided for than in 
Ayr, and they know this full \ielL Practioal 
btuevoleuce to the needy and dist re ss e d is a 
leading characteristic of the inhabitants, and 
one of the fruits of this has been that numeroos 
charitable l>equests, mortifications, and institu- 
tions exist for mitigating or removing in one 
shape or other the evils of poverty. Theee, 
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however, lure in *ome reapecls hod ui oppo«it« 
effect from that deaigned, u they have tended 
to iiiiiiimii the number of applicaDtH and expecl- 
Mlta, and to iodnce the lu^y to eeek to eetab- 
lilh a legal reiidence ia the pariah aolely on 
their acconnt. The maoBigemeDt of the puar'a 
fundi alao, being under bo Dumerous » body of 
director*, haa probably lukt the eHuct of creat- 
ing in the community a more geaerol intereil 
is favour of the poor than in moat other places, 
and of oblaidin^ for them a bi((her rate of ali- 
meot than they generally receive in any of the 
pariahes arounil. Many of Ibeee directors are 
BactDatiug ; tliey are apt to be guided more by 
impnlaea than by general rule* ; and hence 
^tplicatioD* for aliment are decided on more 
by feeling, in *ome cane*, than by eipedienoj'. 
Add to ul thia, that there ia hanlly a family in 
the higher, ot middling, claaaee ot (ociety that 
have not their let of dependent* or hangera-on 
far prirale bounlv, that partake of what they 
can Bpare to relieve their Kant* and render 
them oomlortable, and whoni they are alwsya 
eameat to commend tn public charitiea. Now 
all thia cihiliita both an amiable and a Chriitian 
tpirit ; but the conaequence of it haa been thai 
one out o( every linafy-'hrtr of the popula- 
tion is a pauper, wherena in (ilasgow the pro- 
portion ia one in evorj' forty. 
[Note.— Thi* apart, Mr Cuthill rcganfi the 
pe<^le, a* a claai. happy, orderly, and re- 
(peclable: fr«o from aectariao bilteraeaa, and 
comparativelv free from crime, " without the 

IT; 



itivelv fr 



a greater eileni than ia licneScial 
to their beallh and morahi," but they were 
no worse than those of the aanie cloaa in other 
places. .Morality waa well conaervcl. There 
waa a general dciiro to have the children 
educated "except %niun^ a few of the low 
Iriih." The inhabitontii at large were of 
imther "a gay and aouial Icmperament,'' 
arbanc and pilile, and with a natural pnipen- 
*ity "to presa upward*." What with the 
Western Race Meeting, two pack* of fi)i- 
hounili and one ot barriera kv|)t in the nuigh- 
bourhnoil, anuliiig, Bhooting, anil other 
amuaementa, the mliabtlania " iHumed their 



Ayrshire A)(ricultural Amtw-iation in 1»t3.'i, 
and the improvemcnta cffui;t*.l ia the agricul- 
tural ayatem generally. The rent of land 
varied from £4 oilds to I,"* an acre— the 
average being from £1 IDs to £1 15a. The 
u*u«l rate of grazing was £>1 fur a cow or ox. 



Mid 10a for a aheep yearly. " Th« wagM of 
labourer* amount to S* a weak in wtBt«r, ami 
from 9* to 10a in aummer. In harveM an 
exception to thi* must be inAde, when tlin 



farm-servanta, Gt for the ordinary work of 
a form, receive aboat £12 a year, femalea £9, 
with bed and board. A cartwright aiM 
blacksmith can earn from 1& to ISa weekly." 
The aheepaUuk w-oa generally of the LcicMt«r 
and Cheviot kinds, bat alao blackfaced [ the 
cattle of the genuine Aynhire breed. Holn- 
*tone and fireenSeld were the beat farm* in 
pariah. An attempt to form aa agrioo). 






had been a failure. 



wa* to form the diet of the paapera in the 
Poor'* House twioe a week ; Init, at the time 
he wrote, the price aeldom fell below 1* U a 
ponn<l at the opening of the seaaon, and 6d at 
the cloae. There waa abandanoe of whit* 
fi*h, Ayr employed aeveo htmta, and ^ 
average weight of Gab landed per boat wa* 
from 5 *tone during the worst ot the *n**nn. 
to 12 atone at the beat of it. 

The manufactures included Mr TnnpUlOB^ 
carpet works, which found employmsnt for 
□pwanU of a hundreil workers, and wWek 
were being enlarged, ao as to reuuira Dearly 
a bundreil more ; the weaver* had a 12 ana 
14 hour*' day. and earned £2 in three weeks. 
There were atnut 200 ■hoeoakars in town, 
230 handlooin weavers, and abont 20 maa 
employed in tanning and corryins. About 
.100 people eamnl a livelihood in Uie flower- 
ing of mualin, earning from 4d to !& a day. 

The depth of the harbonr wa* 13 or 14 faat 
at spring tides: there waa aecommodatioB for 
80 *vl : 1)4 veisels belonged to the port, Iba 
tonnage being 24.i{) ; the income for 183S waa 
£901 \3» 5>t : the expenditure, £1377 : the 
deficicu.'y. £07.~> 19* 7d, occwoned hy laif* 
repair* on the quay waits, Ac. ; in ISM tCa 
nundier of vi«els (hat Cleared waa 7Ml 
tonns)TR 0*2,730, "nut including steamboala** ; 
onlinary expenditure alraut £300 a ftut, 
incluilirig aalariea, eipenae of light-henna, and 
of uleaninu and drwlging the river. TW 
dnca varied from 2tl to Sd a Urn, riauw witll 
the kizo of the vessel, and anchor dnealroa la 
Oil to 7s, alio according to aiie of veetri. 
Aliout 300 vpsaeia a year arrived coaatwka. 
Aliout 1 100 vesael* sailed coaatwaja, dwiaC 
ItLlti, with cargoes of coal, oora, wool, mX 
Other eooda. The quantitt ol oobI ahtaaed 
•mounted to between 60,0(W aad M^QOO tdM. 
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Following the busioets of the law there 
were 21 lendent procaraton in Ayr; the 
Goart work was done expeditionsly ; ordinary 
oaaee nambered, in 1834, 431 ; in 1835, 473 ; 
aod in 1836, 543 ; and the same veara small 
debt oases were heard to the numbers respec- 
Uvelyof 1809, 1498, and 1326. Sheriff and 
Jury cases numbered, same years, 16, 25, and 
90; and summary cases 126, 88, and 100. 
There were also Commissary, Justice of Peace, 
aod Burgh Criminal Courts. 

MrCnthillnext deals with local banking. 
In 1763 a bank was founded by John M*Adam; 
in 1769 it was superseded by the bank of 
Douglas, Heren k Co., which, after a three 
yean' course of speculation, their capital 
being mostly founded on landed property, 
collapsed. Messrs Hunters k Company suc- 
ceeded, ** and has continued ever since." In 
1775 a branch of the Bank of Scotland was 
established, and ** a few years ago " the Ayr- 
shire Banking Company commenced business, 
with every prospect of success. A branch 
of the Glasgow union Bank completed the 
list.] 

Sailors* Society. — This association was 
nstituted so far back as the year 1581, for the 
benefit of decayed mariners and their widows 
and children after their death. Its records 
extend to the date of its commencement. . . . 
The following incident will be deemed interest- 
ins. In the year 1647, durins the prevalence of 
a aestructive plague or pestilence, a meeting of 
the membere of the Society, specially convened, 
took place, in which, after mentioning the names 
of those present, amounting to a goodly congrega- 
tion, it is thus recorded :— *' The above-named 
persons, after serious invocation of the name of 
God publicly bv the minister, they apart by 
themselves in toe choir of the chureh (John 
Osborne beginning with prayer), ilk person of 
them stood upon bis feet, and one after another 
made particular confession of his sins and 
wickedness before the Majesty of the Great God 
and in presence of the people then assembled, 
and did before each of them their confessions 
with prayer, entreating His Majesty to pardon 
their oygone offences, and that He would, for 
Christ's sake, arrest this present plaaue of 
pestilence, quUk every man in particular acknow- 
ledged his sins to be the cause of." Among a 
long list of sins thus confessed and minutely 
recorded, we find some charging themselves 
with beinff guilty of a strong inclination, in their 
travels, after the idolatrous worship of the mass, 
•ad declaring that " the first thing that nsade 
them qwU it was the swearing of the Covenant 



in this land." Others are repres e nted as being 
^Ity of unlawful gain, by alluring and carry- 
mg off children to the V¥est Indies, from whieh 
it would appear that this was a crime praotisid 
by marinen at that time. Among otiMr 
irregularities are confessed with great contritfin 
swearing, blasphemy, drunkenness, inoontinene^ 
ftc., particularly when absent from home and in 
foreign parts. 

Another cireumstanoe of considerable interest 
in the records of this Society is a detail of the 
expense of building the gallery in the 04d 
Chureh now known by the name of the Sailors' 
Loft. There is a cireumstantial account of all 
the items of the costs incurred — timber, iron, 
stone for the pillars, wages, drink to the work- 
men, Ac. — amounting in all to £717 3s 2d Scots, 
or £50 15s Sd sterling. This is dated in May, 
1655— the year following that in which the Old 
Chureh was built — and the measure appean to 
have been entered into in consequence of an aet 
of the Town Council authorising it and makia^ 
over to them the right of property in the loft. 

[NoTC— Mr Cuthill believes that the three 
galleries in the Old Chureh were fitted up for 
themselves by the Merohants', Trades*, and 
Sailors' Societies, and, therefore, that Crom- 
well's contribution must have been spent on 
the stone and lime of the building. The 
entry money to the Sailon' Society was £5 
except to the eldest sons of members, who 
were charged a guinea for admission In 
1836, eighty pensioners had divided among 
them £63 4s 6d. The Society's only revenae 
at that time was the admission money of 
entrants, the interest of £1100 in the hands 
of the town, £45 in Hunver and Company's 
Bank, and £12 annually, or upwards, of seat 
rents in the Sailors' Loft. 

The Merehants' Company claimed to have 
been founded in 1655, and was oriffinaUy 
" the Merehant Booth Keepers of the Burgh 
of Ayr," because in those days business was 
done in booths on the sides of the streela. 
The Company had a gallery in the (Nd 
Chureh, but do not seeia to have had any 
specific object in view further than (P^iM 
occasional aid to decayed memben and indi- 
gent widows of memben deceased. In 1819 
a scheme was adopted and pot in operation. 
In 1836 the capital had risen to £200a 

The institution of the Trades Iks already 
been dealt with in the Old Sutislioal Record. 
The Writer*' Society, or TIU FSraiermii^^f 
ProcurtUcm m i4yr, as it wa« called originally, 
seems to have existed previous to 1710i, 
though its records go no further back than 




«)0 
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that yeftr. In that year the Society had 100 
merks by wa^ of funds, bat in 1772, the 
«apital snm being then £243 ISe lid, annuities 
w«re fixed. These neem to have become 
steadily greater in value, and with their 
increase the entrance fees of members propor- 
tionally rose. From £5 to those apprenticed 
with the members, and £15 to those appren- 
ticed elsewhere, they rose to £20 and £40, 
then to £25 and £45, then to £40 and £80. 
The funds in 18.% amounted to £7434 6s 2id, 
and there were eleven widows receiving 
annuities and one decayed member. The 
terms of entnf were two guineas at the com- 
mencement of apprenticeship, or, in lien 
therof, five guineas on becoming a member, 
besides £78 m entry money and one guinea of 
annual contribution. 

The Ayrshire Horticultural Society was 
started in 1815, the Earl of Eglinton iu first 
Dretident. Its show in 1831 was among the 
nrst of the kind in Scotland. It had a 
library in 1836 of about 100 volumes. 

Ayr Medical Association, founded in 1830, 
oost its members one sovereign each per year, 
the money lietog chiefly spent in the purchase 
of books and journals, mainly of a professional 
character.] 

InUmal Communicatimi. — There is no pro- 
vincial town that enjoys more amply the means 
and facilities of communication with other 
plaoee, both by sea and land. There are 
vwuUr packet« un<l traders from the harbour 
to Liverpool, (tlasgow, Dublin, Ac., stall times 
of the ytsar ; an<l in summer Atoamboata sail 
betwixt this and (ila^gow every day, communi- 
cating with other towns along the coast. A 
•teamlwtat saiU aluoovery Saturday to Stranraer, 
toaching at Ayr, and returns on the Monday 
following, thereby affording the means of con- 
veyance to and from Ireland. There are ar- 
rival* of the mail from London once, and from 
Glasgow and E<1inburgh twice, every day, and 
depaKuree as often, and a mail coach has lately 
been starte<l fmmlilasgow, for Ireland, throusn 
Avr, which aflbnls a great convenience to tne 
whole of this western district. A traveller has 
it in his power to go from this to Edinburgh by 
at five different times every Kwful day, 
to arrive at Ayr from the east by nearly as 
ly opportunities. An E'linbur^h coach runs 
daily by Loudonhill, .Strathaven, &a, thus 
opening op a district of country with which 
taere vras ibrmerly little communication. There 
are also cf>aches twice a week, or oftener, to all 
the inland towns in the district, of any note, 
Irvine, May bole, Oirvan, Cumnock, and Dal- 



mellington; and through the laat tbara is a 
regular stage thrice every sreek to Dunfrisi 
during the summer months. 

[NoTK. — In discQssing the eodcsiaatioal stale 
Mr Cnthill finds fault with ths maoistratss 
for not erecting Uie New Ohnreh samar thsa 
1810. Their dereliction oaosed the people to 
seek church accommodation elsewhere. Thej 
also erected the New Church without tM 
assistance of the proprietors, the ooossqnsoos 
bein^ that the lattor did not have tba riffht 
to sittings for the farmers. Bk>th ohnrenss 
combined had acoomodation for 2000 to 2900 
sitters, there were about 1000 oommnnioaatSy 
and the Sacrament was dispsosed twios a 
year.] 

Abstract iff the PojmkdHm^ dhc, dhe.^ ^ tkt 
Royal Burgh of Ayr, within the ^ToU-htun,-^ 
18S6: 

PoputmthH. 

Under IS 

Bstabliiihnient . . 4196 

Other DenooBinations 2ull 

Not known to belong 
to any Denomina- 
tion 98 

Having a right to sit- 
tings S444 

Abstract oj PopuUuion and Rtligioms 
inatUmSf with the number of individual* htiumgim§ 
to each, m the Parish cj Ayr — ISS6 : — 
FtfpvUition. 

Bstablishment 

Other Denomina- 
tions 

Not known to bo- 
lons to aaj de- 
nonlms linos 



t9es BstabMfllimeat 



Sittii^ 



4968 



8484 



Total 



7476 



IIM 



1 



Befomed 

t«riaas 
United 

C^arch 
Associate Origtasl 

fleosdeis 
Relief .. 
ScoUish RpiseepsUaa 

CommnnioB 
RooMui catholics 
ladopendent Coagrs- 

sational Uaioa . 
Methodiids .. 
UniTsnaUsto. . 
BantittJi 

[NoTK. — The parochial schools were formed in- 
to an academv in 1798. Mr Ferguson of Dooft 
holm beoneathed in aid of education £1000, and 
a consiaerable sum was also raised in towBt 
£50 constituting the donor a director. Tbo 
average atundance was 600. There wsrs 
about a dosen other schools in the DMish, Um 
attendance between 000 and 700. The rsetor 
of the Academy had a salanr of £100 a jsnr i 
and other teachers small saUries, the higbssl 
not exceeding £22. The fees varied from fivo 
shillings to a guinea a quarter for each braaeh 
of stody. Tliere were two oiranlatiM 
libraries in ths town, and a town libruy m 
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8000 Tolamet. The last htA 108 members, 
their entry money wm £3, and the largeness of 
Uiis sum prevented extension, and limited 
the benefits the library shoald have provided. 
There were l«ro newspapers, both aoparently 
thriving ; a handsome well-lightea reading- 
room, and a mechanics libranr containing 
2500 volnmes, a membership of from 150 to 
200, and an entry money of six shillings a 
year. 

Th** Poor's House, built in 1759 to accom- 
modate about 60 inmates, old and jfoung, had 
in Mr Cuibiirs day seldom above twenty-five, 
and commonly about twenty — mostly people 
entirely unable to take care of thems*)lves. 
The poor as a rule preferred living in houses 
of their own. Their cost to the town in the 
Poor's House was 28 6d a week ; outside it 
was less. The poor's directors were 60 in 
number, and consisted of the ministers and 
elders uf the Establishment, nine from 
the Town Council, eight from the Incor- 
porated Trades, three each from the sailors, 
merchants, writers, and all the landed pro- 
prietors whose yearly rental amountea to 
£50 and upward. *'The funds for the 
stipport of the poor are made up of the 
collections received st the two churches 
(afusr deducting the necessary expenses of 
the session), the annual rent of the farm 
of ScMsionfield, ' interest on mortifications, 
sixty-four bolls of meal — the proceeds of a 
purchase made long ago by the magistrates, 
and gifted to the poor's house — and a general 
assessment on the inhabitants proportioned 
to their means." The expenditure for the 
poor in 1836 was £1064 In 8d, and the 
income £1100. Out pensioners numbered 
about 300. The allowances were from 6d 
to 3« weekly. The Dispensary, founded in 
1817, treated gratuitously upwards of 500 
patients yearly at an averase expenditure 
of more than £100 a year. Smith's Institu- 
tion was the fruit of a bequest of Captain 
Smith of Ayr, for the benefit of the poor, 
by affordmg them the means of education 
for their children. Ihe average attendance 
was from 150 to 200. There was a School oj 
IndwUry for teaching voung girls sewing, 
and other simple qualifications, to fit them 
for becoming domestic servants. A Savings 
Bank, founded in 181(y, and brought to a 
sncoessful issue through the inddfatigabie 
exertions of Provost Cowan, received any 
sum from Is to £10 ; on reaching the latter 
figure the money had to be elsewhere de- 
posited. By 1836 the number of aoooonts 



opened amounted to 3618, and the total 
amount of money to £30,017 lis 3d. Various 
Friendly Societies had more or less saooess. 
Charitable bequests were numerous ] 

Affr Chui, — The prison was built at the 
same time with the County Buildings. . . . 
Within the last twelve months an entire 
change has been effected with respect to the 
treatment and discipline of the criminals oon- 
fined. Formerly the prisoners were allowed 
to spend the oay together, the males in one 
common apartment or day-room, and the 
females in another, in total idleness ; wherein, 
by intercommunion of free speech and depraved 
passions, they were rendered more wretched 
and profligate than ever, and incarceration 
made them wors<!) instead of reformin^^ them. 
The younger culprits, too, were thus mitiatad 
into all the mystery and artifice of crime by 
those who had oeen accustomed to follow it as 
a trade. Now, however, all this is happily at 
an end. Bach person is confined to a separate 
cell, and all are kept at hard labour for twelve 
or fourteen hours a day, without having any 
opportunity of seeing one another, even at 
their meals, which they receive alone at the 
periods prescribed. The prison is visited by 
the keeper, and the prisoners are set to work 
at six o'clock in the morning ; and it is regn- 
larly shut at eight evei^ night for rest, and 
against the admission of visitors. The prisoners 
are compelled to wash once every oay ; and 
their apartments are kept regularly clean and 
well aired. Such of them as have not learned 
any trade are generally taught weaving which 
they soon learn if young, and if old, they are 
employed in teasing old ship ropes into shreds, 
called oakuMt which is used by shipbuilders as 
wadding for closing the interstices of vssstls. 
None are allowed to remain idle . . . .. 
and on leaving nol, if they have behaved wcu 
the balance in weir favour is given to them^as 
a reward, but at the discretion of ihe priANi 
committee, on the report of the keeper. 

[NoTB. — The average number of prisoners daily 
was nearly 17, the proportion of females to 
males scarcely one-third.] 

Fairt^ Spirit Shop9, FueL — There are loor 
fairs held in Ayr in the course of the year, and 
two market days weekly, vix., Tuesday and 
Friday. The number of licensed spnt re- 
tailers is 106, or one to about every 70 or 80 ol 
the population. Coal for fuel is to be got im 
abundance, of good quality, and at no great 
distance, but it is rather high prioed« oc 
from Us to 14s per too, inclnding parting 
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[Note. — In oooolading, Mr Cathill desiderates 
*' a rigid and onoompromiung revision of the 
whole system of management of the poor/' 
and, as a change that would add greatly to 
the prosperity of Ayr, the introduction, to a 
greater extent, of manufactures and other 
public works.] 

NEVVTONUPONAYR. 

Newton-upon-Ayr is a parish of very modem 
establishment. It was formerly included in 
the parish of Prestwick, but was disjoined 
from it, and erected into a separate parish in 
1770. It is of small extent, being only about a 
mile and a half long, and one mile broad ; com* 
prshending the burgh, which gives its name to 
the parish, and the lands, commons, and pro- 
perty belonging to the buigh. The town stands 
DO the northern bank of the river Ayr, opposite 
to the shire town, which is situated on the 
south bank ; having only the river between 
them, and being connected by a bridge. They 
may be thus considered as one town ; but art 
oertainly distihct boroughs, having different 
constitutions, Ayr being a royal borough, and 
NewUm-npon-Ayr a boronsh of barony. The 
origin of this last town is obvious, being derived 
from its havins being founded at a much more 
recent period than the shire town, which was, 
in the same manner, called the New-town upon 
ATr, till the other claimed, and was properly 
allowed, iw name of Newton- upon- Avr. The 
original charter of the creation of this New- 
town has been lost; and tradition has attempted 
to supply the defect by stating that it was 
created a borough of baronv by Robert I. ; but 
of this there is not the smallest evidence. The 
practice of creating boroughs of baronv did not 
oeoome common till after the middle of the 
fifteenth century ; and of a great number of 
boroughs of barony in Ayrshire, nearly the 
whole were croateil in the reigns of James IV. 
and James V., Queen Mary, and James VI., 
and Charles I. Newton-upon- Ayr was certainly 
a borough of bah>ny before the reign of James 
VI. ; and appears to have been under the 
ffovemment of two bailies, in 1574. In lft05, 
James VI. granted a charter, confirming all the 
privileges formerly given to this borough of 
oarony ; and he grunte<l a charter to the same 
effect about five years after. The borough of 
Newton-upon- Ayr, liaving greatly increased in 
population during the eighteenth century, and 
bemg three miles distant from the parish 
church of Monkton and Prestwick, in which 



the inhabitants of Newton had amoh 
little aooommodation, a chapel of eaao 
built, in 1777, by the bnnmses of Newton vpoo 
Ayr, in their own borougn ; and in 1779 tky 
obtained their borough, with its territocy, to 
be erected into a separate parish, the chisel of 
ease being made the pariah chnrob. The bor- 
gessse purchased from the patron of Prestwfek 
the right ot appointing their own narith 
minister, on whom they settled a stipena« and 
a glebe ; and in 1787 they built a manse for Ua 
aooommodation ; and they also approprialod a 
house for the parish schooL 

[NoTi. — At the epoch of tho Union (Myt 
Chalmers) the population of this boroiii|di is 
supposed to be under 400 souls ; in 175ni il 
was 740; in 1791, it was 1689; in 1801, it was 
1724 ; in 1811, it was 2809 ; and in 1821, H 
was no fewer than 4027. This boroiigliof 
Newton upon Ayr has a separate port, in His 
mouth of the river Ayr, on the north lida; 
and the royal borough has its harbour on llie 
south side. 

In William Alton's ** General View of the 
Agriculture of the County of Ayr,** pnbliahad 
in 1811, the author says :—** The consUtntM 
of the burgh is purely repnUioao ; the vtry 
cenuine principlM of liberty and eanaliiy. 
But in 'practice no good^has resulted mm & 
The freemen are befow mediocrity, in wealth* 
industry, inteUigence, education, and remto- 
tability. Their nouses are mean and shaMj, 
and their land is little belter improved than 
it was in the days of Oliver CromwelL Tlie 
boasted-of liberties and privileges of this 
burgh, and that of Prestwick, are those of 
remaininff ignorance and indolence, and des- 
pising and rejecting the improvements that 
are going forwari in their ne^hlx^hood.*^ 

Siatutieal A eeouni of the Peurwh i^Ntwtam mpom 
Ayr by the Rev. Mr PeeMes^l792. 

[NoTK. — In his introductory sentences Mr 
Peebles emphasises the fact that the town is 
not the Newtown of Ayr, but Newton npoa 
the banks of the river of that name. Tradi- 
tion has it that it obtained its oonstitation in 
consideration of the kindness it shewed to 
Robert I., upon the occasion of his IHnasi in 
his oM age ; but *' the oldest P^Pfr in the 
custody of the community of Newton is 
dated 1574, and contains a short prootpt, 
directed to the two bailies of the burn, 
ampowering them to exercise authority in the 
town ; but there is no signature attached to 
lt.'T 

n« ButgK'^Jhm number of fr ee m e n or bnr- 
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it limited to 48, which compose the 
oommnaity. Each of these freemen poeseeses 
what is called a ^ or frudom^ cootaining 
about 4 acres of arable laod, besides the com- 
mon, on which the burgesses have an exclusive 
right to pasture their cattle. No houses are 
annexed to these freedoms, but every burgess 
must reside in the burgh, or possess a house as 
his property, which he may rent to any of the 
inhabitants. The community meet every two 
years to elect their magistrates, and at this 
election every freeman has a vote. They choose 
two baillies, one treasurer, and six counsellors, 
who have the management of everything belong- 
ing to the burgh ; but on urgent occasions they 
call meetings of the community. Of late, little 
or nothing has been done without taking the 
sense of the freemen. This methoil, however, 
on account of their niunbers, is sometimes a 
hindrance to business. The accounts of the 
treasurer are open tu the inspection of every 
freeman, and he is accountable to the community 
at large. The right of succession to their free- 
doms is limite<l. A son succeeds to his father, 
%nd u widow not liaving a sou enjoys the pro- 
perty of her hiishaiifl as long as she lives. But 
as the female line is excluded, the lots or free- 
doms fre(}uently rcviTt to the town, who dispose 
of them to the inoMt industrious inhabitants of 
the place, on their lulvaucing a certain sum of 
money, which is place<l in the public fund. 
Each freedom is valued at £25, though none 
have given so much for iU The common 
revenue of the burgh, exclusive of thew free- 
doms, is small. It arises from certain feu 
duties, the rent of a mill, a ropewurk, some 
carpenters* yanld, and other ^inall properties, 
which pro<luce almut £60 /m f* annum ; but of 
late years they have derived consideraVile profit 
from the coal Horks in their estate. The fund, 
however, \a prccariouK and uncertain. 

Tht Totctt — IlJt UtttttHdn and Snr/cu't. -The 
town principally eonsists of one large street, 
atwnt 680 yards in length and about 80 feet in 
breadth. It is unfortunately incum)>ei'ed near 
the bri<lge v^-ith a mill, ftc, the removal of 
which would be a great convenience an<l 
improvement. There are three other streets in 
the parish, but their extent is not great. In 
that part of it called (lartlen Street there for- 
merly stood a large dwelling house denominated 
Newton Castle, which was for a long time the 
pr€>perty of iho Wallaces of C-raigie, but tiow 
some part of the wall which iuclosetl the garden 
alone rrroains. Thirty houses have been built 
in the town within these thirteen yearn, but ten 
of -them on old foundations. 



The greatest pkrt of the ground be'onging to 
the community is a dead level, lying to tne east 
and north-east of the town. The soil is a light 
blowing sand, so that the land along the coas^ 
to the north-east wears a gloomy appearance. 
It might be meliorated by rearing plantations 
of Scots 6r, and of the larix, but, above all, of 
the pineasier, which is called the maritime 

Sine from its thriving so near the sea. No 
urable inclosures can be made but at a great 
expense. The more inland part is rather of a 
better soil, with a stratum of moss on the sur- 
face. It wais once a morass, but wan drained 
many years ago at some expense Hy this drain 
the water is conveyed that serves the mill 
belonging to the community. A plan of all 
their groun<ls was drawn up sometime ago by 
the Town Council, and another was lately 
executed by the company who rent their coal. 
The arable ground consists of above 200 acres, 
and the common alK>ut l.'iO. The whole is 
valneil iu the cess-))ookn at £117 Soots, and the 
property is estimated to Im* worth in all £4000 
sterling From the nature of the soil, which b 
mcjstly a bed of blowing f>and to a considerable 
depth, the ground in far from being fertile ; it 
recjuires constant manuring to rentier it 
nio«lerately pi-odn- livr. Ih** best an<l most 
proHtable oiti,! ih ryi- j^ni.^H and cli»ver. Oats 
and bear are the gi.iin.** commonly sown. The 
seed-time for oats is from the middi*> of March 
to the middle of Ai>ril, and ihat for l>arlev from 
the 20th pf April to the 2.5ih of May.' It is 
thought that the inhabitants sow their grain 
much too late. IS ye is sometimes cultivated 
with advantage, bui thi;) cr<>p impoverishes the 
tfround. 8ea-wee<l i^ found to answer as manure, 
but the quantity cast *m ihv shore \h not great. 
The soil, in tolerable m? .t-oii», pro<1uces excellent 
potatoes. The whole |iiiri»h ih o|»*^n and an- 
shelteied. Not a li-ee ti» l)e found, and no 
thorn hedges of any growth, owing to the 
violence of the westerly win<lH. which often 
blow severely tm this c last during the winter 
season. The profierty of the borough, however, 
might be much improved, and its value greatly 
increaawl. The only public mad ii* the high- 
wav leading throuj'h Prestwick to Kilmarnock 
and Glasgow, which is always kept in tolerable 
refMiir. On this roail there are two turnpike* 
within the pariah, one of which rents at £100 
and the other at CSCt ikv nhnnm, 

Popuia^imt of Ih* rarinh. - Not al)uve a cen- 
tury ago Newton c<»ntaiiKHl few inhabitants, 
proUbl>' from .100 to 400. With u the last 40 
yi^rs the numlier has* greatly increased. Thb 
incn»aj«» was chiefly owing to an exteusivH 
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herring fishery at that time carried on along 
this coasi, particularly near the mouth of the 
riyer, which continued upwards of 15 years. 
When the coallerics on the Newion and Black- 
house grounds began, the number of the 
inhabitants still increased. In the year 1778, 
when the present incumbent made his first 
paiochial visitation, the number from 7 years of 
affe and upwanls was 1200, and that of souls 
iSoO. Since that lime no enumeration of souls 
hath been taken. For some years afterwards 
the number rather decreasc<l, owing to the 
failure of the coal worktt. But since these have 
beearesumeil, which Wiis about 5 years ago, the 
number has been increasing. At the last 
visitation, in summer, 1790, there were found 
1350 persons from 7 years and upwards. Of 
these, 610 were males and 740 females — the 
namber of families amounting to .380, the num- 
ber of souls to about 1 7.'>0. 

The number of births for the la\t ten years at 
mn average amounts to above 46, and of 
marriages about 13 annually. No exact account 
can be given of the number of deaths, )is no 
proper burial ground has been allotte<l for the 
nae of the inhabi anti—ihe gn*atest part bury- 
ing in Prestick or Ayr, in Su Quivox, and the 
burying ground 1>elonging to the Sece<ling 
meeting- hoase, in the pirisli of St. Quivox. 
Burial groun<l 2s much neede<l, which the com- 
munity might provide at A Hinall exocnse by 
inclosing a part of their waste lana in the 
vicinity of the i«»wn. The number of deaths 
it auppoaeil to amount to 30 annually. The 
whole of the inhabitants belong to the Kstab- 
lithed Church, a few families excepted (about 
12 in all), who are mostly of the sect calle<l the 
Antiburgher .Secedert. 

KcdeKianiictU Stnte of the. ParUh. — The next 
article that deservcn attention is the erection of 
Newton into a separate parish. The borough 
lying at the dintaace of 3 miles from Monkton, 
formerly the parish church, where the inhabi- 
tants had little or no acoommo<lation, the com- 
munity, from the funds of the town, generously 
built the present house for public worship in 
the year 1777. which was at first established 
with consent of the presbytery on the footins of 
a ohapcl of ease. Pinding this plan attended 
with some disa<l vantages, the community, in the 

rr 1778, applie<l to the Lords Commissioners 
plantation of kirks, and valuation of tiends, 
to have their town disjoined from the united 
purishea of Monkton and I'restwick and erected 
into a separate pari!«h. In consequence of this 
Application, they obtained a decreet for that 
purpose in 1779, having previously purchased 



the right of patronage to their chureh from the 
patrons of the unit^ parishes of Monktoo and 
Prestwick. By the above decreet it is estab- 
lished that the community shall chooae, every 
year, 13 of their number to manage the aecular 
affairs of the chut ch, who are styled delegatea. 
When a vacancy takes place theee 13 delegates 
have the sole power of electing a pastor, and of 
granting a presentation, with this proviso, that 
9 of the 13 must be unanimous in the choice. 

The stipend at first amounte<l onlv to £99, 
but it has smce received an addition of £10 per 
anitum in lieu of the coal below the glebe. In 
1780 the town granted a glebe of 4) acres, paii 
of which is now occupied by the manse and 
garden. The ground being poor and of a light 
sand, it rented, before the manse was built, only 
at 5 guineas per anttHm, though in the vicinitf 
of a populous place. All that^is allowed for 
ffrass is the liberty of keeping a cow and her 
follower on the common belonging to the town. 
The glebe is not well inclosed, which lessens its 
value. The melioration of glebes by inclostiiji, 
which ha!9 been under the consideration of tSe 
(»eneral Assembly, deserves every possible 
encouragement. A manse was first ouilt in 
1787. A house is also appropriated for Um 
parish school. The number of scholars tlint 
attend it is from 40 to 50. The wa^ are 2i 
per quarter for English, 2s 6d for wnting, and 
.Is for arithmetic There are some private 
schools in the town, and a few of the inbaoitants 
send their children to the schools of Ayr, being 
almost ef|ually near. 

Poor of the ParxBtL — Owing to the want of 
manufactures of every kind, and to the oonstanl 
influx of beggars from Ireland, few places, in 
proportion to their extent, are more cUsiresesd 
with poor th<in this parish. Many of them, 
indeeil, who reside only a short time in the 
place can lay no lesal claim to supplies from the 
kirk-session, but tnev are still a burden to tiM 
inhabi tan tb by their begging from door to door. 
The number of monthly pensioners i% daily 
incnrasing, while the only fund to be distributed 
among them is small and precarious. There is 
no fund, indeed, for the purpoee but wbnl 
arises from collections at the chureh doors on 
8un<lays, and sacramental occasions, amonnting 
in whole to £50 per annum. At present tbers 
are 18 pensioners on the poors roll, each of 
which receives fnmi 2s to 4s 6d per moalk* 
besides others who are supplied ocrasionaHy. 
No stent or tax has been laid on the inhabi t—li 
for the support of the poor, l*ut if their deouuidi 
continue to increase as they have done for 
several years past, that measure will 
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beoome unayoidable. Attempts have often been 
DMide to establish regulations concerning the 
poor in this part of the country, but, from 
rarious causes, they have prove<l unsuccessful. 

Coal. — A considerable quantity of coal is 
foand in the grounds belonging to the com* 
mnnity, and has been wrought for many years. 
It was rented from the town at £250 per annum, 
bat the work was abandoned about 10 years 
ago, and the lease was consequently broken. It 
was resumed in 1786 by a company olf respect- 
able gentlemen at Edinburgh, and has ever since 
been carried on with success. The tacksmen 
pay a duty of 6d to the town for every ton they 
raise. The first 3 or 4 years, the town'8 profits 
amounted to above £300 per annum^ which 
makes the number of tons above 12,000 yearly, 
but for the two last years the produce has not 
been so considerable. The greatest part of the 
coal is shipped for Ireland. The present com- 
pany, at some expense, have made a waggon 
way from the pits to the harbour, the road 
m^ching to the quay, which renders it 
exceedingly convenient for loading vessels. The 
price of the coal is 58 6d per ton, each ton 
weighing 24 cwt. The quantity of water in the 
pita is so considerable that it was found 
necessary to erect a large steam engine. The 
pumps are of 14 inches oore, and the quantity of 
water discharged is 36 gallons at each stroke, 
the stroke being repeated about ten times in the 
minute, or 360 gallons in the minute. Tbi^ dis- 
charge continues 20 hours in the 24. There are 
two seams of v'oal, about 4 feet thick each. The 
upper seam is 30 fathoms deep from the surface, 
toe ffreatest part of which, near the town, is 
already wrought. The lower seam, which is 20 
fathoms deeper than the upper, is still untouched. 
No probable conjecture has been formed, what 
quantity of coals remains in the grounds of the 
community. There is another coal pit in the 
parish belonging toa private individual, wrought 
oy the above tacksmen, for which they pay a 
duty of lOd per ton ; but it is of small extent, 
and will soon be exhausted. The coal in the 
Blackhouse grounds, in the neighbourhood, 
bein^ in the parish of St. Qui vox, comes not 
withm the limits of this description. 

Harbour, — Newton-upon-Ayr is a sea-port 
town, the north-east side of the river lying in 
the parish, which, with the other side in the 

Earish of Ayr, forms the harbour. The town, 
ke that of Ayr, is situated at a small distance 
above the place where the vessels lie. A few 
booses, of late, have been built nearer the quay. 
The entrance to the harbour has always oeen 
precarious, by reason of a bank at the mouth of 



the river, formed chiefly by the sand that is 
carried down the river by land floods ; of late 
vears the access has been still more difficult. 
The bed of the river is narrow, and the depth of 
water at spring tides not above 12 feet, so that 
vessels exceeding 140 tons, register burden, 
cannot be brought over the bar. In December, 
1789, considerable damage was done to the 
shipping of this place ; no leas a number than 12 
vessels, in one night, were stranded, some to 
the south, and others to the north of the har- 
bour. One of them was totally wrecked, and 
all the hands in it perished ; several men, on 
board the other vessels, at the same time lost 
their lives. This deplorable calamity pointed 
out the necessity of erecting a lighthouse. The 
design was accordingly carrietl into execution 
by the gentlemen who rent the coal belonging 
to the community. At their own expense they 
erected, last year, two reflecting lights, both of 
which stand on the north-east si<le of the har- 
bour, in this parish. A small duty is paid by 
each vessel for maintaining them. 

Though these lights were only erected in 
October, 1790, they have already been found 
very beneficial. The greatest attention has 
lx;en paid to them, so that no accidents have 
happened through neglect. 

The principal trade carried on at present in 
the harbour is the exportation of coal. For 
four years past, almve 300 vuHseiM have l>eeii 
annually loaded v^ith coal, which go to Dublin, 
Belfast, Leame, and other plac-a in Ireland. A 
few vessels are also employed in bringing fir in 
logs and ,>lauk from Memel and other parts in 
the East seas. Since the annexation of the Isle 
of Man to the Crown, and particularly since the 
late Acts of Parliament concerning smuggling, 
any species of illicit trade is now little practisad 
in this or in any other part of the ntsighbonr- 
hood. There are t wo packet boats to Gnenock, 
one to Liverpool, and sometimes one goes to 
Campbelton. No tegular stated communioa&MB 
has hitherto been foimed between this port 
London. 



Skipbuiiding and Ropework, — For many ^ 
past shipbuilding has been carried on at Ikis 
harbour, but it is only of late that this brmoeli 
has met with anv particular enooura^emeok 
By the activity and diligence of some individoab 
in the parish, a number of vessels have been 
constructed, and the business seems to proceed 
with spirit and vigour. It is carried on chiefly 
on this side of the river, as affording many 
more conveniences than the other. Fifty haoda 
are employed in this branch of business, whose 
wages ars from 2Dd to 22d psr day. Osk wood 
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is brouffht from England and Wales, fir from 
Dantzick. The extent of the trade at this time 
will be about £5000 ptr annum. 

The only ropework in the neighbourhoo<l is on 
thiH side of the river. Some years ago little 
wan done in this line, but it is now l)e,j^nninff to 
ruvive. Ten hands are employed in manufac- 
turing ropes. The extent of the business is 
from £1500 to £2000 per annum. The hemp is 
im])orteil for Petersburgh. 

FvMhe.riM. — A sa mon fishing is carried on at 
till* mouth of the river and along the coast, as 
far aA the parish extends, to the northward. 
.Thin fishing, it is said, originally belonged to 
the burgh of Newton, which is the more 
proljable, as fisheries arc particularly mentioned 
in iheir charter; but it was purchased from 
them, or otherwise got possession of, by the 
Wallaces of Craigie, who retained it in their 
hands till within these few years, when the 
estate was sold. It was then purchased by a 
society of writers or attornies in the town of 
Ayr, wh*i paid £1100 sterling for it, and now it 
rentrt at £80 ;xrr annum. Four boats are 
employed in this fishing, and four men to each 
boat ; their wage is Is per day. 

White fish, had<lockH, c(mI, and ling, with a 
few mackerel, flounders, and lobsters, are taken 
in thiM bay. This fishing ife carried on by some 
ot the natives of the town, but chiefly by a set 
of fishers who, within these 20 yean«, came 
from the parish of I'itsligo and the a<]jacent 
places in the north country. Most of them 
reside in this parish, and they an! an industrious 
•et of people : but their profits are not consider- 
able. Nine )M)ats, ami 4 men to each Ujat, are 
umploved in thid fishery. 

Si«af finhnig is al^o followed by a few of the 
inh:kbitunts. One of the fishem in this branch 
ubtaintd, for several year* past, a considentble 

f>reniium from the TruHtecs of the fisheries for 
lis iljligence ami «ucces.s. Several co to the 
herring busses in the West Highlandn and 
Ishinds, but the two last yeai-s were remarkably 
unfavourable, so that they were great lot.er8 by 
the expeililion. The numljer of hamls employed 
at s«'a from this pirish, exclusive of the milinon, 
the heal, and white fisliing, amounts to 50. mmie 
of whom, at i>ne scatMm of tlii-jear, goabn»ad m 
trading vessels, and at another are engaircd in 
ihe herring fishery. 

OijuojifM. — We mIiuII conclude this iit*i<>unt 
with a few reniarkh on the health ul the 
intiabitants. Though the grounds of the {larish 
lie low, yet the air is pure and healthy, ^uing 
to the vicinity of the Si>a and the dry s.'iiuly 
bottom of the soil. No endcmical disord«-rit nrt 



peculiar to the inhabitant*, and uifeeiio«» 
diseases seldom prevail to any great height. 1% 
is, however, affirmed by ■ome of the medioftl 
department that the air ia too pure for oonatitv- 
tions inclining to a consumptive habit ; few of the 
natives of the place, however, fall a sacrifice to 
that distemper. The health of the inhabiiaat* 
is much injured by the too frequent oae of 
spirituous liquors. And it would be advaa* 
tageous both to their health and mormls if thors 
were fewer alehouses. Though the town is of 
small extent, it is computed that there are 12 
public houses, besides several places where 
spirituous liquors arc sold. On the whole, how- 
ever, though the inhabitants in general do not 
arrive at extreme old ago, there are few plaoss 
where the inestimable blessing of health is 
enjoyed to a greatei degree, so tliat this part of 
the country has, with some justice, been called 
the Mout/Hii* r of Scotland. 

The Xtw Stafi>^ir(tJ . I.- •.»*/,»/. 

[NuTL. -The account of the pirish ot Newton- 
upon -Ayr is the work of the Rev. James Ste- 
venson, A.M., the then minister of the parish, 
and is <late<] May, 1837. Having briefly 
dealt with the name and boundaries, he gives 
three meteorologicsl tables, two deiiing with 
the directions of the wind, and one with the 
average height of the barometer. During 
18*20, 182.'>, 1830, ami 1835, the directions^ 
the wind (mean) were : — North, 21 ; north* 
east, 20*5 ; ea«9t, 41 '5; srmth-east, 36*5 ; south, 
34*5 ; south -west, 88*5: west, 73*75; north- 
west, 48.75. In 1S36 the directions, in days, 
were : - North, 18 ; northeast, 3t ; esst, 43 ; 
south-east, 26 ; south, 13 ; i*outh-west, 107 ; 
west, 82 ; northwest, 46. The annual ave- 
rage of the bar(»m«'ter was : In I81%H, 29*M; 
1819, 29 !«> : 182U, 3009. *« The air is nan 
an<l bracing ; nuil there are few places whers 
the ble^in^ of health is enjoye<l in a greater 
decree. No diseajM* can Iml* sai<l particulariy 
to pri\ail. and m.^ny of the inhabitants attain 
to n go<Ml oM age."] 

GtoliHjy and MintixU'nf^. -The whole iwrish 
is covere<l immt*<iintely l»elow the soil with beds 
of Sand and gravel : ami l>cn«iith these is a l*ed 
of clay inlcr>|M*n%e4i with tuimentus water-worn 
stonv>, chit-tiy of augiic-^nH^nHtoiu-. On the 
Murfucc I'f th<> cl:tv ihcn' au' uumcroos iKiulder 
stones of con^tidenthh* ni/p, which are also, lor 
the mojit part, ot the Haiue rock. |{elow these 
beds ot hand, gra\el, and clay ai^ found these 
slratiiieil HMrks, knoHn by the name of ousl- 
measur(->«. The direction of the dip is to ths 
north, and of conrse the tiso i« to the south. 
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Each of the two workable beds 

ol ooal contained in the mineral field n nearlv 
four feet in ihicknen. The upper is a toft coal, 
the second is very hard, and of the description 
oalled splint coal. The distance between the 
two beds is about twenty-six fathoms, and the 
intervening strata are alternations of bituminont 
or aluminous shale and sandstone. 

The working of coal was formerly carried on 
to a great extent in this parish, and during a 
period of 60 years. At one time the profits of 
the frucuien of the burgh from this source 
amounted to more than £«%0 per annum. But 
in 1832 the pits were clo«e(i ; butli seamH of 
coal being then exhau»ted. 

There arc at present no workings of minerals 
in the parish with the exception of u nandstone, 
or frct^touc quarry at its northern extremity, 
which, although nut long opened, in belie vc<l to 
contain a freestone bed of great thickness, and 
promises to atl'ord a large supply of building 
materials. On removing the mmd and gravel 
from the surface of the rock, with which it is 
oovere<l to the depth of 15 feet, there were 
* found numerouH bones of animals and decayed 
pieces of \voo<l ; and in one 8|)ot close upon the 
freestone, a copper coin of the reign of Charles 
the Second, wliioh, as the quarry is alK>ut 200 
yards from high water mark, seems to prove 
that there has been a progressive advancement 
of the coast upon the sea. There is one ex- 
ception, however, to this remark, as applie<l 
to this parish, which must not l>e left unnoticed. 
While the land towards the north appears to 
be gaining on the sea, the sea, on the other 
hand, has been rapidly encroaching upon the 
eoast at the other end of the parish, imme- 
diately behind the harbour. 1 hi.n has l>een 
ascribidd to the pier being carried farther out 
on the other nide of the river than it has yet 
been on thin side ; a supposition which is 
rendered the more prolwible by the circum- 
stance that, while the sea is making encroach- 
ments on the north side of the river, it is 
proportionably receding on the south side. 
But whatever be the cause, scvci*al acres of 
land behind the pier in this parish, on which a 
row of houses stood witliin the last ten or 
twelve yeai's, have been overdo we«l by the sea, 
and are now within high water mark. 

(NoTK^- -Thirty different species of fishes liad 
been reckoned up, commonly or occasionally 
fiold or used for food, including turbot, sole, 
halibut, shrimp, mullet, horse-mackerel, 
sun-fish, pilchard, conger-et*!, silver sole, 
Portugal shark or sheer dog, i)orpoise, spout 
whale or hernng-hoy, kethick or sea-devil, 



and ink -fish. The Botany of the parish was 
Umited. 

Dealing with the constitution of the Burgh, 
Mr Stevenson notes that '* latterly, daugh- 
ters have been admitted as well as sons, and 
other relations besides direct descendants to 
inherit the riffht of fix>edom ; and in certain 
cases the widows of freemen have been ad- 
mitted to enjoy a life-rent of the lot or 
portion of lands which belonge<l to their 
husbands.*^] 

It would appear that the conunon pro|icrty 
has been diviue<l among the forty-ei^ht free- 
men, from time to time, from the first election 
of tlic burgh. But the first ^aiV/, or division, 
of which there is anv record, took place in 
1604, and was to subsist till 1G15. O^ing, 
however, to the want of entries in th*^ com- 
munity-book for a considerable pcricxl after 
this last date, we have n-> account of another 
dai/l till 16(^, which was also to subsist for 
eleven years. But from 1666 till 1771, a ne\i 
partition was made every seven years, and the 
allotments ma<lc are regularly reconled. In 
this last mentii>ned year, in order to put an 
end to the evils which had Xycen experienced 
from the short {KTiod of possession which they 
had heretofore enjoyed, the freemen resolved 
that the division which then fell to Ix* made 
should continue for 57 years. And wlien this 
period expirc<l in 1828, it was determined that 
the continuance of the lots whtcli were then 
balloted for should l»e for 999 years. 

[Note. — With the finding of c-oid the value of 
the freedom:*, which varied from six to ten 
acres, inc;easetl ; and of thirty fieedoms sold 
within the previous forty years, the prices 
varie<l from £70 to £oOO. There were, in 
1837, 218 occupants in the |>arish of £5 
yearly and upwards, of whom KM) were 
computed to nave tenements at or above 
£10 yearly. T- e parochial registers had 
been carefully kept since 1779. The Anti- 
({uities incluacd Newton Casile, the only 
part of which then standing was portion of 
a wall that enclosed the garden, the castle 
Haelf having 1)een bn)ken douni 60 or 70 
years previous. ** Among its ruins were found 
an anii<iiie mathematical quadrant, and the 
barrel of an old gun, or rather wall-piece, 
•even feet long, and very heavy, lx»th of 
which are preserved in the library belonging 
to the Ayr Mechanics Institution. 

At the Union the population was supposed 
to have been under 400 ; in 17r»5, about 581 ; 
in 1778, 1600; in 1791, 1689-8.% males and 
853 females; in 1801. 1724: 1811. 2809; 
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1821, 4()27 ; 1831, 4020-1927 males and 2093 
fumalc:}. Of the population in 1831, 3768 
n'Nided in the town and 252 in the country. 
The numher of inhabited houses was 453. 
Insane and fatuous persons, 3 ; blind, 3 ; 
deaf and dumb, 2 ; illegitimate births, about 
12 yearly.] 

Chnra'-trr and HahiU of the Pfojtle. — There 
is not much that is distinctive in the character 
or uianiicTd of the inhabitants. The freemen 
were at one time somewhat rude and unpolished, 
and by no means noted for the decorum observed 
by them at their public convivial entertain- 
ments. They have even l)een ajcused of being 
**l)elow meiliocrity in wealth, industry, in- 
telligence, education, and respectability" — 
a charge for which, at the time when it was 
made, its author w.is certainly much more 
indebted to fancy than to fact. But whatever 
may have lyem the case in former days, the 
freemrii, as a Ixxly, are now highly respectable; 
ali:;'>.-}t all of them are in comfortable circum- 
stances ; and a considerable portion of their 
numlR'r much alxive mediocrity in wealth, 
education, and intelligence. 

The fishermen are tlie most peculiar class of 
the inhabitants. Several of ihein are the 
descenilants of a colony from Pitsligo and some 
plac*H adjacent, whioh settled in this place 
sixty years ago They were induced to Ao so 
frojn -tome of their number, who ha<l In^en 
impre.-ise«l on lK>ard a man-of-war, which was 
for a considerable time stationed in the Firth of 
Clyde, having observed, that fishes were to l)e 
found on this coast in great abundance. The 
form of the fishennen's coals is a little singular; 
and until lately, their Sunday's tlress con8ist<^d 
of honie-ma<le blue cloth. They live, as might 
be supposed, to a eonsiderable ext<'nt on fish ; 
and it is allege<l are not so attentive as could 
Ik; wi^l>^•d to cleaidincjss in their habits. But 
to this n mark there are not a ftw honourable 
exceptions. Fish are hei-c obtaimnl so cheap, 
and excellent in quality, that they are a very 
common artic'e of fixMl. B<'er was formerly a 
favourite lieverage, and was taken by the 
fishermen in their IxKits in preference to whisky. 
But the numlH-r of bn*wers has of late years 
(lecline<l ; and it is to l>e feared that with the 
<limini-*lieil consumption of beiT, ardent spirits 
•irt* prop'»rtionably in greater request. 

It in plea.Hing to state that poaching is almost 
unknown. The same may l>csaid of smuggling. 
An'l there is not a pa\«n-bn>king establishment 
in the town. 
[Not* There were coin|>aratively few persons 

living in extreme poverty. An unusual pro- 



portion of families lirod in houties built by 
themselves. Instances of gross immorslitjr 
were unfretiuent Church accommodatioa 
was not sufficient for the population, bat 
even the non-church goers were superior ta 
character to what might Imve been antici- 
pated. 

The cultivated, or occasionally cultivated, 
acreage of the parish was ,336 ; tne acreage in 
waste, or oasture, 93 ; the number that 
might be added to the cultivated, 76. There 
was no undivided common. There were 
almost no trees in the parish. Improvemenia 
in the soil had increased the value of the 
frce<loms more than ten times within forty 
years. Land ranged in value from £5 to ids 
an acre ; average about £1 15s. The rent of 
grazing a cow was from £4 to £5. 

There were seven fishing boats with four 
men in each. Almut twenty years previoos 
their wages were .3s 6<l a day, but they had 
fallen to 2s. Their range of fisfiing and of 
market had become oircumscril>ed, and ** they 
arc now limited to the supplying of Ayr and 
the neighbouring villages. The con%equeooe 
is tiie fishermen are generally poor, and are 
no longer the respectable claw of men which 
they were in more prosperous days." 

The total yearly value of raw piodooe 
raised was €2(>66. Of this, grain represented 
£4HS: pcjtatoes and turnips, £2J)2; hay, £55: 
land in iMisture, £471 ; fisheries (estimated), 
CMKV) ; freestone quarry, £400.) 

Maiui/nrtHrf*. -The most important of these 
are shipbuildipg, rope and sail making, iron 
and bniKs founding, and smith work. 

Shipbuihiing has for a long period been 
carried on at this harlmur. About 30 years affo 
there were not less than 200 men employed; 
but it afterwanls gra4lually declined till within 
the la.st ten yean*. It has of late l>een carried 
on to a considerable extent in the wood-^^ard ol 
Mef^Ar.s Cowan i^ Sloan. In 1831 a patent slip 
was erected by Mr Morton, the patentee ; and 
since that time 111 vessels liave oeen taken oo 
and re|>aire<l, and nine new ones have been 
built, registering from 47 to 433 tons eac^ 
Some of the.se have l»een constructed by orders 
of shi^xiwners in <treenock, and one for the 
Kast India traile. Betwixt 40 and 50 hands are 
constantly employe<l, who work flight hours in 
winter, and ten in summer, and earn from 18s 
to £1 per week. In the rf>pe anil sail-work, 10 
hands are at present employed, whose weekly 
waves arc from 124 to I. 'Vs. 

There are four foundries, in which machinery 
of all kinds is manufactured, and smith-work 
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«xeoated; but none of them are on an extensive 
scale. The working hours arc 10 per day ; 34 
men and 18 boys are at present employed ; and 
the average weekly wages are: for men 16s, and 
for boys 58. There is also a salt- work, cantain- 
ingtwo fians, in which salt is made chiefly from 
the rock imported from Liverpool. Five men 
are employed in it, whose wages are lOj 6d a 
week. 

It may be mentioned, tts the result of a care- 
ful survey, ihat, in addition to fishermen, car- 
penters, and smith?, whose numl)ers have been 
already 8tute<l, there are in the parish 400 
weavers employed hy agents for TJlaSg^ow 
houses, 27 colliers, 34 masons, 20 sawyera, and 
(including 12 shipmasters) a1)out 100 seamen. 
It may not l>e unimportant to add that, as 
nearly as can be estimated, there are 6<K) or 700 
women, principally girls and unmarriivl women, 
employed in liand-sewing for warehouses in 
Glasgow. 

The Ayrshire needle-work, so extensively 
knoMH and so justly celebrated, was executed 
in this parish forty years ago ; and it has been 
gradually improving until the present day. It 
consists of various (mtterns sewed on muslin 
and cambric for ladies' dresses, ladies' robes, 
capes, Ac. From the year 181.5, when itoint 
was introilucetl into the work, the demand for 
it in London and other parts of England, as 
well as in Dublin and Edinburgh, has increased 
to a considerable extent. It is also sent to 
France, Russia, and Cfcrmany, and is exposed 
to sale in the shops of Paris. This valuable 
means of employment affords a fair profit to the 
manufacturer, and gives support to many re- 
spectable females, who, by dint of industry, 
can earn froui Is to Is 6d, and in some cases 2b 
per day. In this work, which is confined to 
Ayran<l its ucighlK>urhood, several hundreds are 
engaged ; and jt is calculatcfl that at least from 
AO to (K) of them, who are chiefly young Momen, 
reside in the parish of Newton. 

[Note. — The yearlj exportation of coal amounted 
to 40,000 tons, whicn, at the then price of ISs 
per ton of 28 cwt. , made the value of this 
trade £26,000 per annum. 

The church and manse were erected by the 
freemen at a cost of about £2000. The 
church's secular affairs were managed by 
thirteen delegates, representing the freemen, 
who had the sole power of electinK a minister, 
it being necessary that nine should concur in 
the choice. The church was built in 1778, 
and having been enlarged, afforded accommo- 
tion for 1&32 persons. No free sittings. The 
manse was bnilt in 1787 and repainnl in 1827; 



size of garden, gl^be, kc. , 6^ acres, valued at 
£15 a year. The stipend was £6io, with £5 
for a cow's grass, and was supplemented by a 
,(rant of £95 by the freemen and by £90 
allowed by (government — in all £250. For 
sacramental expenses £8 were allowed. There 
was no other church nor any dissenting 
chapel in the parish. The inhabitants were 
thus classified in 18^{5-6, with the number of 
sittings possessed by them respectively in their 
places of worship : — 

Establinhed Chureh, 

Relief, 

United Secession, 
Oriffinal S«*ce<lerH, . . 
Refurmed Presbyterians, 

Methodists, 

RpiMcopallans, 
Independents, 

Moravians, 

Roman Catholics, 
No denomination, . . 



2960, 


holdinfc '<t8 ; 


)tittin|pi. 


2l«, 


lit) 




188, 


S5 




102, 


51 




47, 


16 




88. 


24 




61, 


IS 




20, 


11 




9. 


1 




206, 


M 




87, 








4037 



10C3 



The result was that 2060 persons professing 
to belong to the Established Church held 70§ 
sittings, and of that number 801 were com- 
municants ; 990 Dissenters of all d<Miomina- 
tions held 35.') sittings, and among them were 
.ViO communicants. 

There were five schools in the parish. The 
parish school had 91 pupils, and the school- 
master had a minimum salary. The total 
number of school children in the parish vi'as 
250. The parochial library, instituted in 
1829, contained abfint 5(K> volumes. Ther« 
were two friendly societies belonging to the 
parish, and these were not prosperous. The 
poor on the roll averaged under 60 ; the in- 
come alioat £168, the ex|)enditure correspond- 
ing ; monthly pensioners averaged 4s 6d a 
month. The funds were raised by church 
collections, amounting to alx>ut £100 a year, 
and by assessment varying from £45 to £50. 

There were 30 public houses, or placet 
where spirituous liquors were sold — one to 
everv 29 families. 

Almost the only fuel used was coal — pric« 
66 9d per cart load of 14 cwUi. 

In conclusion, Mr Stevenson contrasts the 
present with the previous conditions of the 
parish described in the first Statistical 
Account. In the close of last century ** each 
freedom is valued at £25, thouuh none haw 
given so much for it." Freedoms in 1837 
were estimated at from £300 to £400, and 
some had been bought at as much b* £500l 
Gas lighting and the better pavins of toaM 
of the streets were desiderated by way of 
improTement.] 
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MONKTOWN AND PRKSTVVICK. 

Caledonia, 

The uuiteil parish of Monktowu ami Preat- 
wick comprehends the whole of the old parish 
of Monhtown, which was anciently called 
Prestwick, and a great part of the old parish of 
Prestvvick, that was anciently called Prestwick* 
boroui^h. It also comprehends on the north the 
chapary oj Crosby f which anciently belonged to 
Dundonald parish. The old parishes of Monk- 
town and Prestwick existed in the I'ith ccnturv, 
and were then callcil P/'^Mtu'ir and /^tfMfinr. 
burgh. 

[NoTK by Chahnurs. — The parish of Prentwic- 
burgh lay on the south of the parish of 
Prestwic, which was afterwards cuIClmI Monk- 
town, from which it was separated by the 
rivulet called ancientU' Pol-I'restwic, which 
is now Dowburn. From the rivulet the 
parish of Prestwic-bur^h extended southward 
to the river Ayr. It continneil of that 
extent, when it was annexed to Monktowu, 
and long after. In 1779 the soutliern end, 
next to the river Ayr, was dctachetl, and 
erected into a separate parish, which was 
called Xewtown-upon-Ayr. J 

The names of Prestwio arv dfiivetl from tlie 
Anglo Saxon PrtAtwie^ signifying the prifsts' 
habitation or village. The cluircli of Prestwic 
was dedicjiie<l to the Saxcn St. Cuthliert, an«l 
the church of Pre^jtwic-buigh to St. Nicholas. 
Both these parishes, and the patronage of the 
churches, lK>longed to Walter, the son of Alan, 
the tir^t of the Stewarts, who was lord of all 
the northern half of Kyle, l>etweeii the rivers 
Ayr and Lugar on the south and the river 
Irvine <m the north ; and this country' was 
called from hini Walt* r a Kyf*\ and uflcrwards 
Kyi' St^trart, to distinguish it fn>m the southern 
half of Kyle, hot ween the Ayr and the Lugar 
on the north and the Doon on the south, which 
belonged to the s«»vereign and were ciilled Kin(j't 
Kylf. In tlu! iM'ginning of the reign of William 
the Lion, Walter granted to the monastery 
which he ha<l foundfd at Pai.nlev, the churcli of 
Prestwio, with the linds, whicii f«)rine«l the 
manor of PreHtwic, and he also granted to the 
•ufMc monuHlery the chuioh «>f Prestwio burgh, 
with its periineuls. In 1*227, Walter, the 
bishop iii C ilasgow, nuule an ord nance n'spectinc 
all the churohes l>clonging to the infrnks o7 
Paisley, within his diocen**, whereby it wan 
settled that the vicar of the church of St. 
Cuthl>ort of Prestwic should have, in the name 
of vicarage, six chaldcrt of meal yearly, with 
the altarages, and the monk<* were allowed to 



hold the church of 8t. Nicholas of Prestwio- 
burgh solely to their own use ; they finding a 
chaplain to serve the cure. This ftettlement 
oootinued till the Reformation. The monks ol 
Paisley having obtained from Waller, not ooly 
the church of Prestwic, with the glebe and 
pertinenu, but the property of the UumU 
forming the manor of Preeti»io, this place was 
called ''the Monk'n Prttttwic" and afterwards 
Mcnk'/oini. This last superseded the orii 
name, which was dropt ; and the vill 
the church, and the parish have since been call 
Monktowu. After this change of the name of 
Prestwic to Monktowu, the other palish of 
Prestwic-burgh was simply calle«l Prestwic, the 
adjunct lieing no longer necessary to distingnish 
it from the adjoining parish, which was called 
Monktowu. The monks of Paisley continned 
to liold the two parishes of Moaktown and 
Prestwic till the Reformation The church of 
Monktowu was serve^l by a vicar, who had the 
altarages*, and a tixed stipend of six chalders of 
meal; as we have seen. In Bagimont*8 Roll, as 
it stood in the reign of James v., the vicarage 
of Monktou-n was taxecl £4, l>eing a tenth of 
the estimated \*alue. The church of Prestwic 
was served by a chaplain, who was found by 
the monks, and paid at their discretion ; and 
they drew the whole of the tithes and profits ; 
an<f hence Prestwio was not rate<l in Bagimont's 
Roll. In 15K7 Lord Claud Hamilton, the 
Commendator of Paisley, obtaine<l a grant of 
the patronage of the «>hurches of .Monktown 
and Prestwic, and of their titheii, along with 
the other proi>crty of the monks of Paisley, the 
whole of which was erected for him into a 
temp(»ral lonlship in fee, with the title of Ijottd 
Paisley. In 1621 he was succeedeil in all those 
objectK by his grand-Mm Janice, l*^rl of Aber- 
com. At what time the parishes of Monktown 
and Prestwic wort> united does not appear ; bat 
the union probably Untk place in the seventeenth 
jcntury. There was v^uijoined to them on the 
north the small parish of Crossby, which was a 
chapelry l>clonging to the parish of Dundonald, 
before the Reformation. CnMisby Chapel was 
situated in the manor of Crossby, which obtain- 
wl its name from tin* Anglo-Saxon Ci-OMM-ht/t, 
signifying the dwelling at the Ciies. The 
nuinor <»i Crossby was a part of the extensire 

ired by Walter, the 
lis manor was held 
under the Stewarts by Fulleiton of Croisby, in 
the 14th century and perhafM during ;»n earlier 
age. It continued to belong to the family of 
Fullerton till the beginning ottho 19th centorjr. 
As an appurtement of ihe church of Dundonald 



property which was acnuin 
hrst Stewart in Kyle. Thii 
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the chaplainry of Cro«by was granted, with 
that church, by the second Walter, the Stewart, 
as we have seen, to the convent, which he 
founded at Dalmullin in 1229. When the con- 
vent was relinquished, in 1238, the chapel of 
Crossby was tiansferred, with the church of 
Dundonald, to the monks of Paisley, and be- 
longed to them till the Reformation. After 
that epoch the patronage of Crossby Chapel was 
acquired by Fullerton of FuUerton, the pro- 
prietor of the baroDV of Crossby, and the 
chapelry was convertea into a parish. Crossby 
being a small parish, was afterwards annexed to 
the parish of Monktown, and now forms the 
north-western part of the united parish of 
Monkton and Prestwick. After the annexation 
the church of Crossby was allowed to fall into 
ruius. The churches of Monkton and Prestwic 
are both very old buildings, as they existed 
long before the Reformation. After the union 
of the two parishes the church of Monktoun 
was chiefly used as the parish church ; but the 
minister of the united parish preached every 
third Sunday in the church of Prestwick, till 
1779. In this year the southern part of the 
parish of Prestwick, consisting of the lands of 
Aetr^on upon Ayr^ was detached from Prestwic, 
and formed into a beparate parish by the old 
name of Ntwton-upon-Aifr, Since that time 
the church of Monktoun has remained the only 
church of the united parish. The church of 
Prestwick, though disused, continues standing 
at the ancient burgh of Prestwick, which, 
though now a mean place, has the distinction of 
being the most ancient burgh of a baron in A3rr- 
shire. It existed as such when William began 
to reign in 1165, as the property of Walter, the 
first Stewart, who 'called it " Burso meo de 
Prestwic." It thus appears to have oeen more 
ancient than the royalty of the shire town. 
The ancient burgh of Prestwic was the head 
Baronial burgh ofthe bailliery of Kyle Stewart, 
which, after the accession of the Stewarts to the 
throne, was included, by Robert III, in the 
principality which he created in 1404. After 
that epoch the burgh of Prestwic held of the 
Prince, and Stewart of Scotland, as its superior 
lord. In 1600 James VI., as administrator for 
his son Henry, the Prince of Scotland, gave a 
new charter to the burgh of Prestwic, renew- 
ing and continuing its rights and privileges as a 
free burgh of barony. This charter states that 
it was known to have been a free burgh of 
barony beyond the memory of roan, for the 
•pace of 617 years before the renewal. 

[Note.— This statement, says Chalmeis, would 
carry iu origin back to A.D. 983, far beyond 



the epoch of record, and still further from the 
truth.] 

By that charter the free holders have a ri^ht 
to choose a provost, and two bailies, with 
counsellors, and to grant franchises to several 
trades, to hold weekly markets and one annual 
fair, on the 6th of December, the festival of St. 
Nicholas the patron of the burgh. Several of 
those privileges have fallen into disuse. This 
burgh oas a market cross, at which the prooeis 
of the law is usually ex«x;uted. The lands 
belonging to this burgh, extending to about 
1000 Sjots acres, are divided among thirty-six 
freemen, or barons, as they are cafled, each of 
wdom possesses a lot of arable land, and a right 
of pasturing a certain number of sheep, or 
cattle, on the common. None of them can sell 
their freeholds, but to the community, who have 
a right to sell them again to whom they please. 
The magistrates have power to regulate the 
police ofthe burgh, and a jurisdiction over the 
freemen for enforcing the recovery of small 
debts. Though they have the power of com- 
mitting a freeman to prison, they cannot lock 
the doors upon him ; but, if he comes <Mit of the 
prison, without proper liberation by the magis- 
trates, he loses his freedom, or baronship in the 
burgh. The town of Prestwick contained, in 
1792, about 66 inhabited houses, and 266 inhabi- 
tants. The patronage of the united parish of 
Monkton ana Preitwick now belongs to Reid of 
Adam ton. 

StatiMical Account ofthe Parish of Monktoum 
and Prestirk by the Bev. Andrew Mitchell, D,D. 

[Note. — Chalmers borrowed to a considerable 
extent from the contribution by Dr Mitchell 
published in the twelfth volume of the old 
Statistical Account, 1794. What therefore 
has already appeared there is no reason to 
repeat, ana we iiave excised it accordingly.] 

The village and church of Monktown are 
distant from the sea about a mile. The pro- 
spect is agreeable and pleasant, and Uio air 
salubrious. Seldom any epidemical diseases 
prevail, but such as are oolhmon. The villago 
(of Monktown) contains about 34 dwelling 
bouses and 46 families, and is intersected by 
3 toll roads ; one leading from Ayr to Iryme» 
another to Kilmarnock and Glas^w, and the 
third to Tarbolton and St Quivox. 

Church of Monktown, Bmyh qf Pirttikk, dku 
— ^The church of Monkiown is aa old fahrio i aa 
person alive can give any acconni wlMtt ft wtm 
boilt. The burgh of Prestick arrnliJas abovt 6S 
dwelling-houses, and 266 persons, tt ol wtMSi 
are under 7 years of age. There are 36 tt%%» 
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hoUlers in the burgh, whose freeholds at present 
are reckoneil, at an average, at 508 yearly, with 
a privilege of pasturage for 72 sounis of sheep 
upon the common, o eheep being reckoned to a 
scum. Sometimes poinds are driven and 
executed at the cross of Prestick. None can 
sell their freedom but to tlie community, who 
have power to sell it to whom they please, upon 
paying the agreed price. Males and females 
equally «iU!oee«l to the freeholds, in which their 
charter ditfVrs fn»m tliat <»f Newtown, renewed 
much a))<)ut the Hune time. Tlie kirk of 
Prci«tick still .<<tand4, and i» an old fabric that 
8ub*<i.strd in the time of Popery. The walls 
are tliick, and supported with .st<me-buttre«se8 
at the K. end ; is distant from the sea less than 
a t^itarter of a mile, an<l much exposed to the 
SKuins. Fn»m it there is a l)eautiful prosj)ect 
of the (.'raig of Ailsa, the Heads of Ayr, and 
the Frith of Clyd', where tlic ships from (Iree- 
nock, Salt t.'o Its, at.d Irvine are fretiuently pas.-*- 
ing outward and inwanl bound, and it serves as 
a land-mark for ship.H at sea. 

[Note by I)r Miiclull -The >»ide walls are .'U, 
and the W(rst >;abh* .'{ fott 10 inchvh thick ; 
and still "ijinds, though bonded off tlie per- 
pendicular on one sid«\ and rent in the west 
gable. Tilt* rcM)f is iii(»sily oiik. It has stooil 
since t ho K«'foriii ilion, ai»d is proKably the 
same kirk that was in the time of Sir William 
Wallacf, Wjinicn <>f Scotlan<l, \%hen the con- 
test alH)Ut the freedom and ind«*ptndence of 
the Scottish Crown commenced, under 
Edward 1., aikd continued for al)out the 
space of 40 years. Wallace is rejiortcd to 
have had a r»Mnarkabl»» dream near this kirk, 
where Sir Kon;dd (.'niwford of Crosby, his 
uncle, hhetiff of tlie county, ha<l appolnteil a 
convent ioti l>efore that fatal Ju-Jliee Ayre, 
held by the Knglish in the town of Ayr. 
After iK*rforniing his devotions in the church, 
he fell asleep in some place nigh to it, and 
had a delineation of his future fortune in a 
visionary s<.-hen)c u|x>n his imaginaticm ; and 
upon his awakening had a particular inter- 
pretation of it, by a man whom ho found 
U|)on the H\yt)t, The whole is related in the 
poem of HIind Harry, in his 7th lUM>k, who 
copied \\\v facts from the history of Wallace's 
life, written in Latin by Mr .John Blair, 
Walhiv^e's intimate friend and com|>anion.] 

Patron^ Stipend I\itn»n, RoIk-TI Uei«l, VsM^, 
of Adaniton. The stip'tid of Monktown, 
Prestick, and Crosby, conHi<4t<i <»f TiO l»olU War, 
29 bolls 2firIots meal, l*2o r>8.r312thd ster- 
ling, to which the I^trds Couimisbioncrs of 
Kirks and Teinds have adiled, by decreet of 



augmentation, lately obtained, 4 chalden, half 
meal, half bear, with £5 sterling for com- 
munion elements, besides manse and glebe. 

Soil. —The soil of Monktown and Prestick is 
in general fruitful, diversified in its quality. 
Upon the E. and highest part of it, it is an earthy 
clay, in the middle, deep and loamy, and, as it 
approaches the sea, is sandy and benty downs, 
that answer for the pasturing of young cattle ; 
and, from saltness of the water, and warmth of 
the climate, judge<l conducive to the recovery 
of weak sheep. Snow and - frost are of short 
duration in the winter, au<l the pasture open. 
The grounds are mostly cnc'osed with ditch 
and hcilge in the Monktown part of the parish, 
and properly subdivided Into parks, with 
extensive Indts of plauting. In Prestick, the 
enclosures arc few, the soil sandy, and the 
tenure by which they hold their freedoms nn- 
favourable for such improvement, being subject 
to a revtdution every 19 years, when, by a role 
now established, they are to cast lou for the 
respective freedom each freeman is to possess. 
The soil is Iwttrr towards the F., where it joins 
the Newtown loch and St Quivox. The lower 
part next the village produces crops of rye, 
oate, and bear, which are good in wet seasons. 
The soil theie is found go<Ml for crops uf 
potat<K>8, and might produce turnip. The most 
of the enclosing and planting has been made 
wiLhiii thesi* 60 yean», and there arc people still 
alive who renu'm1>er wlien it began. The 
ground rents paitl by the tenants, at present, 
are generally trom 25s to 3os and 4^)b the acre, 
and some ]:>ay more. <vrass lets at 21s, 25s, 
and simie .'i(H* the acre. The soil being light 
rich mould, naturally runs into grass and white 
chiver when fallow. IWfore enclosing, some 
people rememl>er that the highest rent for croft 
land was 10 merks Scots ; and outfield 2s Od or 
.^1 4d sterling. 

A'jnritlfnr*, li'c. — Tlic cultivation is usnally 
2 yeart oats, then bear or liarley laid down 
with grass seeds, sometimes pease and beans, 
and af terwanl a crop of oats. \Vhen the ground 
is laid down with grass seeds, or, after cuttinff 
1 or 2 years, in hay, it usually lies in ley 4 or o 
years. The farp'ers generally use 3 hortes, 
with a plough after the Knglish ft>rm, and some 
use only two horses. The usual time of sowinff 
is alM>ut the middle of March and l>eginning of 
April, and l»ear or kirley alxmt the middle of 
May— reaping in August and September ; hay 
harvest in June and duly The manure used 
by the fanners near the sea, who have the 
privilege, is sea ware, remarkable for raising 
crops of sown grass and crops of bear or barley. 
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but does not meliorate above 2 years. They 
also use lime, of which they have do aoarries, 
but buy and drive at the distance ot 3 or 4 
miles. There are not above 3 freestone quarries 
in the parish, which increases the price of 
building considerably, and as yet no coal mines 
have been found ; but there are appearances 
that indicate that such may be found m process 
of time, and will undoubtedly turn out to great 
advantage, as lying near the sea. The quantity 
of natural wood is 36 acres, besides large 
plantations. 

There are no rivers in the parish, but there 
are 3 rivulets: 1, the Pow-bum, over which 
there is one bridge, on the toll-road leading 
from Monktown to Ayr, and another lately 
be^un to be erected on the road to 8t Quivox 
and TarboUon. The other 2 rivulets are called 
Rumbler-bum and Fall-burn, which all run into 
the sea, and in summer are moajtly dry. At 
present there is only 1 mill in the pariah for 
grinding ,<rain, and another for flax, kept by 
tb^eame miller. Few are astricted to it, the 
farmers being at liberty to carry their grain to 
any mill they please, without b^ing oppressed 
with multures, which are u great discourage- 
ment to agriculture. 

The usual produce after milling oats, is 18, 
19, and 20 pecks the Winchester boll, now-the 
standard measure of this country. The amount 
of oats milled by the different farmers in Monk- 
town and Prestiok, by an account given by 
themselves in the year 1791, was 1315 bolls; and 
bear sold, and otherwise disposed of, 399 bolls. 
The oats, bear, and barley are reckoned to be 
of the best qualitv, and bring a high price in 
the market. Ihere is little wheat sowm, 
though in most places the soil is sufficiently 
strong, and when sown produces good crops. 
The culture of turnips is only beginning to be 
introduced. One farmer has sowed 6 or 7 
acres, and finds his account in it, by fee* ling 
black cattle fur the market, and preparing the 
soil for bear and wheat, and likewise sending 
them to the market of Ayr. Potatoes are 
mostly planted for family use, and reckone<l to 
amount to about 23 or 24 acres in the whole 
parish at present, about 13 in Monktown, and 
10 in Prestick. 

Population, — Accordi»ig to l)r Webster*! 
report, the number of souls in 1755, was 1163. 
In Monktown there are 6 heritors, 3 of whom 
reside. Examinable persons, 567 ; below that 
age, 1.50; total, 717. Average of baptisms, 20; 
marriages, 7; deaths, 10. 

The present calculation will not correspond 
to Dr Webster's, as that account was given to 



him before the disjunction and erection of 
Newtown. That the population is greatly 
increased, cannot be douoted, as the farms have 
been divided into small proportions, and new 
farm houses built. There have been built 8 
new houses in Monktown village, and 4 new 
farm houses, besides 2 cotton houses for hand 
jennies, 1 of them for 9, the other for 6, which 
emplovs a considerable number of hands within 
these few years. 

Trades. — In Monktown are : — House- wrights, 
2 ; cart and plough wrights, 2 ; weaver, 1 ; 
mason, 1 ; shoemakers, 4 ; blacksmith, 1 ; 
tailors, 2 ; cooper, 1 ; excise officer, 1 ; tobacco 
manufacturers, 2 ; public houses, 5 ; fcuars, 16. 

In Prestick are : — Weavers, 16 ; stockinff- 
makers, 2 ; wrights, 4 ; mason, 1 ; blacksmith, 
1 ; public houses, 2 ; new built houses within 
these 7 or 8 years, 13. 

Fann houses in the whole parish, 37, including 
4 gentlemen's seats, who have all farms in their 
own hands. 

HtHt. — The valued rent of the whole parish, 
inclu Jiuff Newtown, is £1755 18s Scotch money. 
The real rent of Monktown and Prestick is 
supposed to be between £1800 and £2000. 

School, — There is an established school for 
teaching English, writin^^, arithmetic, and 
church music. The salary is very small, beinff 
only £100 Scots, with a house and garden. 40 
scholars usually attend for 3 quarters of the 
year, the other quarter bein^ diminished by the 
seed-time and harvest work. I'he wages for 
teaching are very small, being Is 6d a quarter 
for reading, 2s for writing, 3s for arithmetic and 
church music. 

[Note by Dr Mitchell— iro(/c*. Poor, ti-r.— Men 
servants' wages are from £8 8s to £9, and some 
£10 sterling yearly : women '« wages are from 
£3 lOs to £4 ditto : day-labourers are Is a day, 
and in harvest from 14d to 16<l, and in winter 
lOd from Martinmas to New- Year 's-day : a 
mason's wages are from Is 8d to 2b a day : a 
Wright's wa^es from Is 4il to Is 6d : and a 
tailor's wages lOd and his victuals a day. 
Men's shoes from 6s to 6s 6d; women's, 4s 6d 
and 5s. The poor's funds of the parish 
amount to £130 sterling, in stock, besides 
collections. The poor upon the box, at pre- 
sent, are 12, who receive mostly 3s a-mouth, 
and more when exigencies require. This, 
with their own industry, is judged a sufficient 
supply : none are allowe<l to beg. The yearly 
collections at the church amount to about 
£22 or £23 sttrling. The yearly distribu- 
tions to about the sajne sum. 
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Antiquities, 4ec, — At Low Monktown hill, 3 
giiArters of a mile from the church, near tlie 
JSum hooBe, sitoated apon a rising ground, a 
larse stone is placed. Upon diggmg for roa- 
temls for making a road, several urns contain- 
ing human bones were found. There is no 
tanidition how they were deposited, if it was not 
in the time of the Komans, when Julius Airrioola 
commanded, who was said to have sent Koman 
forces into that part of the country, with the 
view of invading Ireland. About a ^uartor of a 
mile E. from the church, upon a rismg ground, 
stands a handsome sepulchral monument erected 
to the memory di Governor M'Crae, formerly 
governor of Madras in the East Indies, which is 
now the burying-place of Mr Dalrymple of 
Orangefield. Upon the estate of Ladykirk, 
belonging to Alexander Gardiner, Esq., there 
are some remains of a chapel dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, called in ola writings, Ladykirk 
in Kyle, situated in the common pasture of the 
lands of Adamton, being a part of that barony 
belonging formerly to the family of Blair, who 
had thenfihtof patronage in the times of Popery. 
The builaing was a square, and turrets placed 
upon each comer ; the chapel placed in the 
middle. Cue of the turrets still remains, 
which some time ago was repaired. The whole 
is enclosed in the garden at present. When 
digging, many human bones were found, as 
proBablv the burving-place was nigh to it. 
There is a beautiful srospect from it of the 
oonntry around, and the western sea. Nigh 
Prestick, upon the toll-road to Ayr, is situated 
Rincase, or King's Case, a charitable institution 
in the time of Popery. 

Ntvo Statist tad Account of the United Parishes 
of Monkton and Prtsticicl: 

[Note.— The account, of which the following is 
to all intenU and purposes a copy, was 
written in 1832 and rcvi4eil in 1837, the 
minister uf the parish these years being the 
Rev. Thomas Bums : — ] 

There is no record or tradition extant of any 
house or conveut in Monkton for the accommo- 
dation of the monks. Prestwick church is 
mentioned in the Paisley chartulary in 1212 as 
a chapel, and its minister as a chaplain ^'*a/W- 
tanuA). Monkton church was a rectory, and 
continued to be so down to the Reformation. 
From the goucral appearance of the present 
church of MouiUon, and in particular from the 
existence of a Saxon areh over whai was once 
the principal <loor, it is supposed to be the 
original ttructuie ; in that case it cannot be less 
than 700 or SOU years old. The bell bears the 



popish inscription of Stmete Cuthberti era pro 
noois, addressed to the tutelary saint of the 
church. It is not known when the parnhea 
were united. It appears from the records of 
the burgh of Prestwick that up to the year 
1570 the union had not taken place, as the 
ministers of both parishes are mantioned: 
whereas about 1690 mention is made only oi 
one, as bein^ minister of both parishea. The 
union probably was the result of nac— sity, 
viz., the want of adequate endowmenta. 

The parish is sometimes mentioned as the 
nnited parish of Monkton, Prestwick, and 
Crosby. This is a mistake. Crosby never was 
a separate parish. In the chartulary above 
referred to, we have mention made of Dun- 
donald, with its two chapels of Riccarton and 
Crosby. The records of the Presbytery of Art 
bear that in 1051 the esute of Crosby, at the 
request of its proprietor, was disjomed from 
the parish of Dundonald, and, for the sake of 
beins nearer to religious ordinances, was joined to 
Monkton. In 1688, however, it was again wholly 
reunited to Dundonald. It would appear that, 
subsequent to this latter date, the laird of 
Crosby erected the place of worship, the mint 
of which still remain, for the acoominodatioo of 
the neighbouring population, and it oontinned 
for some time as a preaching station, and for a 
while had a minister of ita own. 

Otology and Mineralogy, — There are two 
•eams of coal in the southern part of Prestwick 
land'. The upper seam, whicn is soft, and in 
some places foul and mixed with pyrites, has 
been wrought for upwards of thirty years. It 
is not now wrougnt, being nearly exhaosted. 
It was within 6 or 7 fathoms of the surface. 
The under seam, at the depth at from XI to 
nearly 40 fathoms, and 4| feet thick, is a 
cleaner, harder, and more splinty ooal, aad has 
been wr'>ught for more than twenty yeara. It 
is now exhausted to the south of Kingcase dike, 
a dike which divides all the metals on either 
side of it. This <like is of green whinstooe, 
and crosses the Prestwick lands in a direction 
from east to west, and at ebb-tide ita oonrse 
can be seen running westward into the sea. 
It reappears on the opposite shore of the firth, 
in the island of Arran. In the opposite diree- 
tion, eastward and inlaml, this dike has bean 
traced upwards of 40 miles. As yet no coab 
have beat wrought in the parish to the north 
of this dike. Only one stone quarry has been 
opened in the parish, viz, upon the Prentwick 
shore, from which excellent freestone, both 
white and redj^re obtaiiUMl. It i« not wrought 
at present. The soil of the pariah ia varioos. 
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Immediately along the sea-tide, and over a 
oontiderable part of Prestwick lands, it is a 
light sand, so light as scarcely to be adapted 
for tillage. Around the village of Monkton, 
and towards the eastern and southern bounds 
of the united parish, it consists of a fine deep 
loam, varying from a light and very productive 
sand to a strong rich earthy clay, all capable of 
producing every species of crop of the finest 
quality. To the north and north-east the soil 
is chiefly a tenacious clay, in some places of 
excellent quality, and susceptible of great 
improvement, in others thin and poor, resting 
upon a cold bottom, and not so improveable. 
Ytrv little of either is adapted to the different 
kinds of drill husbandry. 

CIVIL HISTORY. 

At what period the union of the parishes of 
Monkton and Prestwick took place is not 
known ; but in all probability it was about the 
time of the Reformation, or shortly after it. 
The original parish churches of both parishes 
are still standmg, and up to May, 1837, were 
used for the purposes of public worship. The 
inhabitants of Prestwick were entitled to have 
public worship performed in their own church, 
Dy the minister of the parish, every third Sab- 
bath. These churches are both very old. In 
the records of the burgh of Prestwick, mention 
is made of a Justice Aire being held in the 
burgh church, so far back as the year 1440. 
The church of Monkton is thought to be at 
least as old as that of Prestwick. Tradition 
says, that it is the same fabric in which Sir 
William Wallace attended divine service on the 
occasion of his having the remarkable dream 
mentioned in the seventh book of Blind Harry's 
poem. 

Land-otcners —The chief land-owners of the 
parish are : Robert Reid, Esq. of Adamton, 
who also is patron of the parish; R. A. Oswald, 
Esq. of Auchencruive ; W. G. Campbell, Esq. 
of Fairfield ; A. Murdoch. Esq. of Whiteside 
and Orangefiell ; the Duke of Portland ; and 
Lord James Stuart. The lands of Prestwick 
are divided into thirty -six freedoms, of from 
fourteen to sixteen acres each in extent, of 
which from seven to eight acres may be good 
arable land. The rest was formerly m a state 
of common, but some years ago was divided 
and portioned out among the freemen. 

ParochicU Re friMerii.— The parochial registers 
are the recorvls of the kirk-session, and the 
register of births and baptisms. The earliest 
entry in the latter is in I7O2. The former does 
not extend so far back, the earlier volumes 



having been lost. Both are now kept with oon- 
sideraole regularity. 

Antiquities.— There are upon the estate of 
Lady kirk, the property of R. A. Oswald, Eso., 
of Auchencruive, the remains of a chapel dedi- 
cated to the Virffin Mary, called in old v^Titinffs, 
Ladykirk in Kyle. This estate was originally 
part of the barony of Adamton, and belonged to 
the family of Blair of Adamton, who were 
patrons 01 this chapel in Roman Catholic times. 
The building formed a square with turrets at 
each comer, with the chapel in the middle. 
One of the turrets is all that remains of this 
luin. 

Between Prestwick and Pi-estwick Toll, 
within fifty or sixty yards of the hiffh road, are 
still to be seen the ruined walls of King Case or 
King's Case, a charitable institution said to 
have been endowed by King Robert Bruce. 
Tradition says that the Bruce, in conseciuenoe 
of great personal efforts in a hard-fought iiattle, 
was seized with an eruptive disease of the nature 
of leprosy ; and tliat upon his recovery from 
this oisease, under the conviction that his cure 
had been mainlv effected by drinking; of the 
water of King Case well, he built this laaur- 
house for the accommodation and relief of such 
as might be afflicted with the same disorder. 

POPULATION. 

According to Dr Webster's report, the popu- 
lation of the united parish, includiuff Newton, 
amounted in 1755 to 1 163 ; and as the popula- 
tion of Newton in 1779 amounted to between 
800 and 900, the separate population of Monk- 
ton and Prestwick, in 1755, could not be more 
than 400. The subsequent increase, to the 
present amount of 1818, is to be attributed 
partly to the improvement in the system of 

XBulture, and the increased expenditure of 
ur and capital upon the soU ; and partly, 
and perhaps in a greater decree, to the mcrease 
of the cotton manufactures, and the influx of 
Irish weavers employed in them, into the 
parish. 

The number of inhabitants residing in the 
country is 346 ; in the three villaffes of Mook- 
ton, Prestwick, and Prestwick Toll, there being 
376 in Monkton, 758 in Prestwick, and 327 in 
Prestwick Toll 

There are only two gentlemen of indepeodeot 
fortune resident in the parish, viz., Mr Reid of 
Adamton, and Mr Campbell of Fairfield, both 
heritors in the parish. 

There are in tlie parish ten separate prnpertiea 
of the annual value of £50 and upwards. 

Number of families in the pariah, 382; chiefly 
employed in agriculture, 98 ; trade, manolac- 
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turc, and handicraft, 209. The number of 
illegitimate births in the parish during the last 
three years, as nearly as can be ascertained, 
was 14. 

IXDrSTRY. 

Ai/riruUure. — The number of acres, Scotch 
measure, in the parish, which are either culti- 
vated or occasionally in tillage, is about 1800. 
The number never cultivated, or remaining 
constantly waste or in pasture, is 570. There 
is little of these .'>70 acres tt-at could, with 
advantage, be added to the cultivated land of 
the parish. The only common in the parish is 
that of Prestwick, which was some years ago 
divided and appropriate<l. The number of 
acres under wooit is almut 50, mostly planted. 

Jttnt of Land. — Tlie average rent of land in 
the Monktou half of the parish, including 170 
acres of Siiud-bhitfs and links on the sea side, is 
£2 Gs per Scotch acre ; and over the united 
parish £2 17« 'M per acre. The average rent of 
summer grazing may )>e stated at £4 10s for an 
ox or milch cow ; and £2 lOs for young cattle. 

flffsfxtntlry. — The at<ite of hu«V>jin<lry in the 
parish may be said to Ik? in a very advanced 
stage of improvement. Surfa.»e-draining in 
every alteriiiite furrow, with tiles and stones, 
has l)een adopted with the l>e8t effects in Ponie 
of the Ik'si land in the pirif«h. The leases are 
generally of nineteen years. 

The farm-steadings are generally goo<l, and 
upon some of the larger farms have lieen crectetl 
in a very complete style, and at great expense. 

Surface-draming, and feeding off the turnip 
crop on the gn>und with sheep, appear to be the 
most impfirtant improvements lately intro<luce<l 
into the hu.Hliandry of the parish. 

/Vtx/M'v. -The average gross amount of raw 
proiluce raised in the pirish has l)een ascertaine<l 
with a considerable attention to minuteness and 
accuracy, and is as follows : — 

Produce of gmm uf all kimln, whether for foutl of luao 
or (lometitio HniinaLi : 

Wheiit OtKii 10 

(>atM '2fi,V> 17 u 

Barley 119 <> n 

aM)7 10 

Pot.UocM ind tumi)M . . £:3ih*2 u o 
Bean^ 7 iG 4 o 

3SJ»S 13 

Hay (cultivated) witf 17 

Pajfturt) at 414 Kjh per cow, . . 1^07 o <> 

Total amount of raw pnMlui>«> £12,57.1 o 
Tlie total rental of iho pAT\t*h I-* tl.'iOa. 

Besides the mail-c<»ach, six public c^oaches 
DMS through Monkton and Prestwick every 
aay, three early in the morning from Ayr, 



two of them to Glas^w, and the other to 
Edinburgh ; and three in the afternoon to Ayr, 
one of them from Edinbursh, and the other two 
from Glasgow. Besides Uiete, a regular dili- 
l^ence leaves Kilmarnock for Ayr in the morn- 
ing, and returns in the afternoon, and another, 
three times a-week, leaves Irvine for Ayr in the 
morning, and returns in the afternoon. 

Ecrit^tiastircU StcUt. — The union of the two 
uarishes has been completed by the coropeuent 
legal process before the Court of Teinos, and 

Sresbytery of Ayr. These courts, by decreet 
aied 4th June, 1834, granting authority for 
the suppression of the two old churches, and for 
the erection, on an intermediate situation, of one 
new church, sufficient to accommodate the united 
ptrish. A very handsome new church, accord- 
ingly, has been built on a commandins situa- 
tion, adjacent to the Pow-bridge, and calculated 
to contain 825 sitters, that number being 
exactly two-thirds of the examinable persons in 
the pariah. It reflects the highest credit on 
the architect, David Bryce, Esq., Edinburgh, 
and forms one of the most striking objects in 
the surrounding landscape, and one of the 
handsomest churches in the west of Scot- 
land. Including the purchase of ground, tfates 
and surrounding walls, itc, Ac, it cost about 
£25(K), and was opened for public worship on 
the 14th of May, 1837. 

The manse was built in 1822. The glebe, 
including the garden and the ground occupied 
by the manse and offices, is about 8 .Scotch 
acres in extent, and for the last fifteen or six- 
teen years rented at from £."> to £,"> 5b per acre. 
The stipend in 17 ohalders of victual, half meal, 
half Itarley, with £S 6s 84I as allowance for 
communion elements. About 600 persons 
regularly attend church since the new* church 
was opened. There are al)out 200 Dissenters, 
young and old, of all persuasions, in the parish; 
of these aUmt 6f) arc Roman Catholics. 
Divine service is aticnde<l with considerable 
regularity in the parish church. The number 
of comnmnicants is alxiut 400. The average of 
collections in the old church was about jC33 
annually. The average c*ollections in the new 
church cannot yet bo given. 

Education. — There is one parochial school in 
Monkton, attended by between 100 and 130 
children. There are also two Sabbath evening 
schools, attended by from 160 to 180 or 200 
children, m^st of whom do not regularly enjoy 
any 01 her means of etluaition. Tnc branches of 
instruction taught in the two day schools are 
English reading, English grammar, writing, 
arithmetic, practical mathematics, and, when 




CALEDONIA AND STATISTICAL ACCOUNTS. 



217 



pnpils offer, the elemenU of the Latin language. 
The parochial schoolmaster has the maximnm 
salary, with a hoose, school-house, and a^rden 
of the statutory extent. The teacher in Prest- 
wick has the use of the town-house of the bursh 
for a school-house, and the burgh usually male 
him an annual allowance for rent of dwelling- 
house. The school feea are, for English readinff 
alone, 2s 6d per quarter; for reading and 
writing, 3s 6d ; and for all the other branches 
taught 48. It is believed there are very few, if 
any, in the parish unable to read, and parents 
in general are very much alive to the benefits of 
education. The num))er of schools is sufficient 
for the parish. 

Poor. — There are from 15 to 20 poor reociving 
regular parochial aid, to the amount of from Ss 
to 49 a-month. There are also others receiving 
occasional aid. The annual amount of contribu- 
tions for their relief may be stated at about 
£«')0 sterling, of which £35 is collected at the 
church door, £10 is raised by voluntary sub- 
scription among the heritors, and the rest is 
maae up by fines, proclamation dues &c., &c. 
There is still remaining among the poor a con- 
siderable reluctance to apply for parish relief, if 
it can by any means be avoided. 

PriAon. — There is one prison in the burgh of 
Prcstwick, which is about to be rebuilt. Im- 
prisonment is not fre<juent. There are four 
public houses in Prestwick toll, four or five in 
Prestwick, and four in Monkton — a number 
much greater than is required, and certainly 
not favourable to the moral habits of the people. 

Fud. — The fuel used in the parish is univer- 
sally coal, which is procured, the best of it, 
from the collieries in the neighbourhood of Kil- 
marnock, also from Newton, and from the 
>x>Uieries on the water of Ayr, at an expense, 
including carriage, of between 5a and 5s 9il per 
single horse cart. 

MiSCELLANKOrS OBSERVATIONS. 

The most strikin,^* change in the parish since 
the date of last Statistical Account is in regard 
to the agriculture, the mode of farming, and 
the amount of farm produce raised, and of the 
rental of the parish. At the date of last 
Statistical Account there was little or no wheat 
sown ; now the annual value of wheat raised 
iM £3032 19s. In 1791 the amount of 
oats raised in this parish was 1315 
liolls, and of bear or barley, 399 bolls ; 
now the annual value of oats raised is £2855, 
and of barl«y £119. In 1791 there were 6 or 7 
acres of turnips, and 23 or 24 acres of potatoes; 
now the annual amount of potatoes ana turnips 



raised it 215 acres, valued at £3002. And 
finally, in 1791, the rental of ^^^ P^£J>h ^"^^ 
supposed to be between £1800 and £2000 ; now 
it IS £4509 178. The chief improvement in the 
husbandry of the parish is tile-draining in every 
furrow, or every alternate furrow, which mi^ht 
be applied to a large portion of the parish with 
the most important results. Ana the chief 
error in the system seems to be too frequent 
white-cropping, as it appears, even under the 
best management in other respects, to be 
impairing the productiveness of tne soil. 



DUNDONALD. 

CcUtdonia, 

Tlie parish of Dundonald derived its name 
from the Gaelic Dun^ signifying a round hill, 
and, secondarily, a fort or fortified hill, and 
Donald, the name of a man ; and thus does 
Dundonald mean Donald's fort. Near to the 
village and church of Dundonald there is a 
small round hill, on the summit whereof stands 
the ruius of Dundonald Castle, which belonged 
to the Stewarts. The name must refer to some 
more ancient fortlet on this eminence, which 
hail been constructed by some person of the 
name of Donald. About a mile south of Dun- 
donald there are two hill forts upon two 
adjoining hills. Ttie manor and parish of Dun- 
donald belonged to Walter, the son of Alan, the 
first Stewart, who held the whole of the north- 
em half of Kyle, in the beginning of the reign 
of William the Lion ; and ii must have l)ecn 
granted to him bv David I. or his succcifsor, 
Malcolm IV*. Perhaps the castle of Dundonald 
was built by the first NN'alter, who had no 
appropriate house or castle when he settled in 
Scotland. It seems to have been the only 
castle which the Stewarts had in their extensive 
barony of Kyle Stewart, but several of their 
vassals had small estates in that district. 
Robert II., after he succeeiled to the throne, 
lived much in Dundonald Castle, wherein ho 
died in 1390. 

The parish of Dundonald was anciently of 
much greater extent than it has been in more 
modern times. It comprehended, on the east, 
the chapelry of Rioardstonn, which was formed 
into a separate parish long before the Reforma- 
tion, and it comprehended, on the south, the 
chapelry of Crossby, which is now included in 
the united parish of Monkton and Prestwick. 
The church of Dundonald, with its two chapels 
of Ricanlstoun and Crossby, was grante<l by the 
secoDd Walter the Stei»'arl to the Gilbcrtine 
convent which he founded at Dalmulin in 1229. 
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[Note. — ThU gnat wu oonfirmed by AlaxMider 
U., 28th May, 123ai 

WhcD Ihi* convant wu giv«a up, in 1238, 
Wftltar granted tbe church of Dnndankld, with 
ita two chkpeli of Riou'datoiin uid Cranbj, to 
tb« monki of Paitley . 

[NtrTR by Chklmer*. —This wu conflmied by his 
■OD knd sacceBaoT, Alei&nder the Stewart. 
It w«a sIm confirmed t« the tnonki of Pauley 
l^ William, tho Biihop of GlMgow, 1 1 th Sept . , 
1238, when he itipuUted for the contiauaace 
of the vicenge of 2S mmrka yefkrly, which hiul 
been eilAhlidied in thechnrch of Uundooald, 
according to hii taxation. The moniu of 
Pijaley, to make •arely double •nre, obtaiDcit 
the ooDBnnation of eeveral Popes.] 
The chapel of RicarditoDn waa eatabUihed a« 
a separate parish chnrch, which belonged to the 
monastery of Paisley tilt the Reformation, as 
did also the cborch of Dundonald, with its remain- 
ing chapel of Croaaby. The chnrch of Dnndcm- 
^ was served by a vicar, who had a fixed 
stipend from the monks, out of the tithes of the 
parish and some other profits. 
[Note by Chalmers. —There belonged to the 
vicarage of Dundonald glebe lands, in various 
pUcea, to the ext«nt of ten marks, seven ahil. 
lings and four pence of the old valuation. All 
these were acquired about the epoch of the 
Beformatiou, which was equally the epoch of 
dilapidatiou, bv Cunninsham of Caprtngton. 
There bekuued to the church of Dimdcoiald 
other church lands, which also passed into 
lay hands afUr the Reformation. 
In Bagimont's Roll, the vicarage of Dundonald 
was taxed £3 6s fkl, being a tenth of its esti- 
mated v*Uk. At tlie epncli of the Reformation 
the vicaragcof Uuiidonald was lielil by Mr Hew 
Montgomerv, to whom it yielde.1 £80 yearly, 
heaiden 40 marks more, which were paid to two 
cnrales «'ho did the iluty. The rectorial re- 
venues of the church of Diiodoaald were report- 
eil. in Uiffi, as prmlucing to the monaaMtv of 
l>aidey £140. and 2 chalders and 8 boIU of bear 
yearly. In l.'>87 the palroimuc of ihin parish 
passed, with the lordiihip of i'aisley. from the 
bri of Abercom lo Sir ^ViUiam l'D.^h^all of 



with iu ancieiil aille. 

[Note bj- Chalmers.- -Ou the M\i March, IK-IS. 
ih W illiam Cuchtaii. the son of Alexander 
Ciichran of Cochran, obtained a charter from 
Ciiarlef I. of the2U pouud laiuls of Dundonald, 
and other lands, anil this charier contajnml a 



novodamat, erecting the Kirktown of Dun- 
donald into a free Imzgh of barmy.] 
Sir William waa oreat«l, in Deoenber. W,. 
Lord Coohran of Dundonald ; and in Hay, 1MB, 
be was created Earl of DnndoDald and Lotd 
Coohran of Paisley. In the beginaii^ of the 
uf^teenth oentory the patronage of DnndoiMld 
ohurch passed, wtth the astat« of DondonaU, 
to the Earl of Eglintou ; and tbey still balo^ 
to that family, and are at present held bv Lady 
Mary Montgomery. When the trsualsr was 
made the KaA of Dundonald retainad the old 
caatle aud the small hill whereon it stands, with 
five rood* of land adjoining, as tJicplaae wbema 
he derived his title. This reaen'aUoa still be- 
longs to the family of Dnndonald, and is the 
only property which they poMsas En the patisii. 
Withm the castle of Dundonald Ifaen waa 
anciently founded a cbspel, which was dedicated 
bo St Nmian, and an endowment was made for 
the snpport af a ch^lain to perform divine 
•ervioe in it. The patronage of this clu^laiaij 

Kliably belonged lo the Pr inoe and Stewart A 
tlaod; but JurinK the reisns of Jams* IV. 
and Jame* V., and till the ReforDiatiosi, tlie 
patroiiage was exercised by the Crown, thsfv 
being in Llieae periods no pnnce who was of foil 



lished in ITM, in the seventh volume of T 
Statistical Account. In dealing with the 
•• Kame and Situation. " he nrfers to Ibe 
junction at the sonlhero end of the parish, of 
*' the RunibliDf; and Pow-bunu as a plaea," 
he says, "which, on account of Its nvek 
sands, is very dangerons to travellers." In a 
note Mr Duncan mentions that " a* ton* 
persons have been buried ^ive at this spat. It 
IS an important caution not to attempt pass- 
ing it at high water, and at other timea (o 
keep ai dose as possible to the low water 

Soil and Afiptanui'^.—'nia parish of Dun- 
donald presenta as great \-ariety in point of soil 
and Filemal appearance as i> to be met with in 
any part of the kingilom. The Claven hills and 
Shiiiialton moas, which lirs immediately under 
tlieni to (he north, divide it almost into two 
«f|UHl parts; upper and lower. The former 
beiiiK lulanil, is, in gi-iieinl, cf a fertile clay, 
though seme famu are more inclined lo a loan^, 
and two or throe lo ■ light texiure. This pari oT 
the parish consists of gentle aminences, adomed 
with :lumpB and belts of planting. The lowvr 
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DMrt, between the hills and the sea, is very flat. 
oofne barren sandy hillockn are to be seen in 
different places by »he shore. Cattuiff the bent, 
which grows upon them, no doubt adds to their 
barrenness, ana renders them a better sport to 
the winds. However, there is a great extent of 
arable, and especially of good pasture, ground 
near the sea, and particularly about the Troonc. 
Half a mile inward, and along the skirts of the 
hills, U a mixed soil of excellent quality, very 
proper for culture, and which, after regular 
tillagr. runs immediately into rich grass. 

The Claven hills consist of various heights, 
and extend about three miles from south-east 
to north-west, and a mile and an half from 
north-east to south-west. Many of these 
heights are arable, all of them afford pasture, 
and some of them have their shelving sides 
ornamented with oak, ash, birch, alder, hazle, 
kc. None of them are so elevated as to require 
critical measurement, or comparison with many 
hills in the county of Ayr, yet they have 
long been distinguished by particular names. 
The two highest are stiled the Lamont and 
Warley hills. Perhaps the latter, which over- 
tops the rest, is a corruption for warlike ; the 
lines of two encampments being still distinct 
upon it. These are usually designed Roman 
encampments, though their form appears 
sufficiently to confute that designation. The 
largest contains, within a circular cmbankmeno 
of loose stones and earth, ten acres of ground ; 
and there is an inner circle of the same kind, 
and from the same center, which Incloses one 
of these acres. The other encampment is about 
two hundred yards distant. No artificial work 
has ever l>een raisetl upon its north-east quarter ; 
the steepness of the declivity being a sufficient 
defence. But, on the south and west, the cir- 
cular embankment is strong, and within is a 
beautiful platfonn not exceeding an acre in ex- 
tent. Historians seem to agi*ee that the Nor- 
wegians, who afterwards were defeated at Largs, 
landed near to Ayr : and it is not improbable 
that these heights were immediately occnpieil 
and in thie manner fortified by them. No place 
could be more proper for their purpose, both on 
account of the extensive prospect, and of its 
great security before the invention of fire arms. 
A person standing within either of these en- 
campments, is entertained with a delightful 
prospect to the south of the lands lying 
upon Ayr and Doon rivers ; and the 
prospect upon this (|uarter is terminated by 
the high hills of Carrick and tialloway. Turn- 
ing to the north-east, Cunningham and part of 
Kyle exhibit a grand and rich amphitheatre, at 



least 14 miles in diameter. In a clear day, the 
eye is lost among hills stretching far bevond 
oen Lomond. ^^ the west, the spectator has a 
noble view of the frith of Clyde, of Bute, Cum- 
braes, Cowal, the Paps of Jura, Arran, Plada, 
Sanda, the point of Cantyre, and different parts 
of the kinguom of Ireland appearing between 
Kintyre and Ailsa. The singular form of this 
last island, rising like a mighty pyramid from 
the ocean, is beautifully contr.^ted by the 
similar appearance of Loudon hill, rising on 
the opposite side from the land. No wonder 
that the inhabitants of the bleak mountains of 
Scandinavia were captivated with the prospect^ 
and excite<l to contend vigorously for the pos- 
session of this part of Scotland. 

Population. — In IT.V* the number of houIs was 
rated at 9H;^. In 1702 the total is 1317— of 
these, males, 6.'>8 ; females, 659. Annual 
average of births during 28 years, .T) ; annual 
average of marriages, IH ; atmual average of 
burials, 17. 

/?^„/. —Valued rent 1*6367 17-^ •>! Scot^. 
Real rent about £6 KM) sterling. 

Churchy fichool, ami Pttor. — To ihe minister's 
stipend, which formerly was 1(K) IwlU 14 pecks 
of nieul, .32 l>olU 11 pecks of l>car, Ayrshire 
measure, and 20 merl>s Scots; the Lonis Com- 
missioners of teinds have, thiM year, granted 
an augmentation of £23 3s 2|d sterling, and 
£5 sterling to defray the expenee of communion 
elements. The manse was rebuilt in 17S4, upon 
a very neat plan, and was tlic first in this part 
of the country which had slate<l offices. The 
glebe is 4 acre^. No grass is allowed for horse 
or cows. The school-master'i* salarv i.s Wi 
nierks Scot>«. The average of scholnrn, 34. 
The inhabitants are ob]ige<l to keep two private 
schools, in two corners of the parish., which are 
at too great a distance from the kiik town, for 
their your.g children. The schoolmoitter has a 
dwelling-house and school-house but no garden. 

The funds for the poor are, the nitere»t of 
£144 stock in the bank of Avr, the monies 
received at private baptisms and for mortoloths, 
and the weekly collections : The average of 
the provision fur the poor for nine years past 
is £^{6. Seven persons receive, at present, a 
weekly pension from Is to Is (kl ; and elev^ 
receive occasional supply. None are allowed 
to beg. Near to the village of Dundonald is 
the castle already mentioneif, which gives name 
to the earldom in the family of Cochrane. The 
riHing ground on which the castle stands, with 
5 roMls of land adjoining, is all the property in 
this parish whicli now pertains to that fami^*. 
No anthentic record can Ik* produced at what 
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tims this cutle wu Uuilt, or whan il wu 
•poiled uf its roof, nnil rendered deaoUte. A 
large pile ntill ranuiiu i The walli ue very 
thick, BQi] built of whinatODe, which ta in 
abundance near iL The cornera are of a free- 
■tone, anperior in qimlily to any now found in 
the parish. Th« Slnirl, arm* are engroued in 
differeni parts of the bnilding, and the whole 
baa muL-h the form of those caatlea which were 
rsiaol in many places of Biitain during the I2ih 
and 13lb centuries. Among tbe hilla ia aiill 
diacvmahle the veatise of another caatte, called 
Kemplaw, and which is aaid to have iH^n of 
high antiquity. 

Opposite to the village and caatle in ii very 
iMaatifal bank of wood, upwarda, in moat 
placea, of 100 feet in height, and extending near 
a mile to the northweat. In a grand curvature 
of thii bank, and on a gentle eminen,ie, Blanda 
the house of Auvhans, lor a long periixl the 
reaideiiue of the Wallaoee of Uundonald. About 
I(HO. this estate came into the poneaaion of 
jdir William Cochrane of Lowdon, knight ; wbo 
waa afterwnnls created Karl of E>iijidoDald. 
8io.M the beginning of this cenlnry, the estate 
has been tbe property of the Earl of Eglintonne, 
who, with it, acnnired the pivironage ot the 
pariih. At the Anchnn», are the reinaini of a 
■mall orchard which waaonocin high ro|>alatioTi. 
Tbe pc.ir, known in Svulland by the nauiu of 
Aucbann, derived thai name from this place. 
The tree came originally from France, waa 
planted in this oi-chanl, grew lo a great height, 
and was not long ago blown down by a alorm. 
.Sume large Irecx, particularly planes and aah, 
may be oeen in diiri-rent parts of the iwriah, 
«iipFcially at the Aucliana. 

//'nVor«.-~The heril'jrs of the perish are in 
numlvr in, and, excepting two of them who 
have (inly .1(1 ncreii, reside either within tbe 
bounds of the parish, or in its vicinity. The 
houses of Kullcrton, Fairlic. Hillhouae. and 
Newlielil are modem buildings, vcri- inm- 
moilioiis and elegant in their respective f.irms. 
To .Mr fairlie of Fairlie, the country is indi bii-.1 
for a consideralile share of its improvcnu'iil in 
agricutinre. Of Ibia not only liia own ei.iaii. 
in this parish, bnt the numeronn I'llnli-s 
behinetng to the hJirl of Eglintoune, in the 
counties of Ayr, Lsnerk, and Kenfreo'. nil 
under bis management, are a sufficient domiiii- 
Stralion, I'ersererinK with uncommon lirniii'.s8 
in combating the prejudices of old tinniita, 
dividing the lands and making rMtriutinus 
•oitable to the aoil and aitnalioo, he has 
rendered the farmers, in general, more wealthy 
and reapectabia, and the lands muoh more 



valuable. To Mr U'Keml of Hillhonae, tb* 
country ia under gr«*t obli^iona in attotbar 
line. He H-as the first to mlrodnoo tha ailk 
DianofacLory into Paisley, and hia aona atill 
carry it on to a conaiderabia eitant. Colottri 
Fnllerton of Fnllerton, and Major Cnwfurd of 
Newfield particularly distingoiahed themselvaa 
in the Bast Indiea. 

FHfi. — Thia parish ia well aitnateil for fud. 
Rhoualton moaa, which ia of an irre^lar fignre, 
near -1 miles in circnmferenee, iaan ineiHaiMtiUa 
fond for peat. But there is little demand for 
peat owing to the abundanoe of coaL At Fairlla 
a seeing coal hsa bean wrought for many yean 
for the Denefit of the country, and, (or acMM 
seasons past, a good blind coal, which i* el- 
port«d at Irvine for the Irish market. On 
account of this coal work, a village, namad 
Rumfonl, has of late years start«d np cloae by 
Fairlie bridge. It contaioa at present 74 
inbabitanta. At Shonalton a seeing coal ia 
wroaght both for the use of the people in tbe 
town and neighbourhood of Irvine, and ibr 
axporlation. The hiad of coals haa lately boan 
raised, and is now sold at the former of tbeaa 
works at M and at the Istor lOd. These 
coalliericn employ many sailors and carters in 
Irvine, luid iluring the summer and winter 
months, a number of teuanta. alio by tbeaa 
meuiis, give eimstant work to their horaea. 

.in«MiH.o»-OI-«rmtivH-.—A ootlfln work 
has lali-ly been erected in the village of Dtm- 
donnid, which employa m peraims, old and 
young. The cariling machines are turned by a 
horse. KTcepling B weavers, 3 tayloia, 4 
shoemakiT*, 'J masons, 1 joiners, and 3 smitha, 
the rest of the inhabitants, able (or work, am 
cmploynl in ngriciiltnre. Land is let from IS 
to ho nhMlinss per acre, acconling lo its iiuality. 
MoU of the fnrms are in 3, some in 4, breaks. 
Oats nnd hoar art- the principal articles of cnltnrei. 
There are 3 mills upon this side o( Irvine river. 
One of I hem for oala ; another for oata and 
lint ; an<< the third, lately bnilt upon the land 
of Shoualton, at cooaiderable expcnce and with 
great imprivrmenia, for wheat, oats, and barker- 
No lime has ever been diacovereil in this pariali. 
The farmers in the lower part of it have for 
many Tears importeil limestine from Irelaod. 
Considering tha greater qaanlity of csJcareooa 

rlbin tfaelrishlime.theyareat less expence for 
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its own oonrampt. The attention of the 
iMrmera hat, of late yean, been turned to the 
rearing of yonn^ cattle, both horses and oows, 
and to the making of sweet-milk cheese. Both 
mnst in a short time be highly beneficial to 
the country ; much money havuu; long been 
drained out of it, to England for cheese, and to 
IreUmd for horses. In summer 1791 , there were 
in the parish 235 drauuht hortess, 120 young 
ditto, 14 bulls, 597 milco cows, 782 youns ditto, 
bulls and stots ; 433 black cattle feeding for 
market ; 1090 sheep, viz. 003 of the small Kind 
and blank faced, 338 of a mixed breed between 
the English and Scotch, white faced ; a Turkish 
ram brought by Colonel Fullerion from Con* 
stantinopTe in 1790, and 48 lambs the offspring 
of this foreigner, and ewes of the mixed breed. 

There are 4 licenced public houses iu the 
parish ; but the inhabitants are, in general, 
very sober and industrious. Their mode of 
living is much improved within these 20 years. 
Their way of living and their industry have a 
mutual influence. No customs or amusements 
are pe<;uliar to them. Great weddings are fast 
goino; into disuse. Country burials are not well 
retfuTate<l. The company are invited at 11 
o*clock forenoon, but they are, probably, not all 
arrived at 2. Till of late a pipe abd tobacco 
were provided for every one of the ^x>mpany, 
but this custom is entirely laid aside. An 
ancient practice still continues in this parish and 
neighbourhood of kindling a large fire, or 
tawnle as it is usually termed, of wood, upon 
some eminence, and making merry ar juna it, 
upon the eve of the Wedn^ay of Marymass 
uir in Irvine. As most fair days in this 
country were formerly Popish holy days, and 
their eves were usually spent in reliffions 
ceremonies and in diversions, it has oeen 
supposed, that tawnles were first lighted up by 
our catholic fathers, though some derive their 
origin from the dmidical times. 

The Troone, which might be made an ex- 
oellent harbour, is the west point of Dundonald 
parish. In its natural condition, it affords safe 
anchoring ground from every quarter but the 
north-west. It is an arm of rock running near 
a mile into the sea, and bending from south to 
north, broad and oovered with rich pasture 
towai^is the land, and narrowing into a barren 
point, part of which is for a little distance 
ooncealed even at low water. Within the point 
at half a cable's length from the rock, the 
mariner may trust to have three fathoms 
water at half-flood. The merchants of Glas- 

fow, sensible of the advantages of this natural 
arbour, near a century ago made offsr to the 



proprietor of feuing the lands adjoining to iti 
But their offer Mras rejected, for a reason, as it is 
reported, which however ridiculous it may now 
appear, would Ije accounted very cogent in those 
days ; lest a rise should be occasioned in the 
pnce of butter and eggs. The place where 
Port-Glasgow now stands, was deemed by the 
merchants the next station most eligime for 
their trade. The Lady -Isle, which lies in the 
mouth of Ayr Bay, is a pendicle to this parish ; 
and, as it affords security to vessels upon this 
flat and dangerous coast, the Magistrates of 
Glasgow have erected two pillars to direct 
them. Upon the Troone stands an elegant 
octogonal temple, buiU by the latt^ Mr Fullerton, 
who was a gentleman of classic taste. This 
temple commands an extensive prospect, and is, 
liaccho Icutith^ dalarif amicis tt olio aetcrttm. 
The Troone in an excellent situation for sea 
))athiDg, and is much resorted to by the m- 
habitantn of Kilmarnock, and of other inland 
parts. People from Elgin carry on fishing of 
salmon at the Troone, and tlie Black -rock 
which in near a mile to the southward. In dry 
summers they arc most successful, as flooils give 
the salmon an opportunity of ascending the 
neighbouring rivers. Salmon, when most abun- 
dant, are sold at 4<\. per pound. Thero are 
some lobsters and crabs among the rocks. Some 
tons of kelp are made, every thinl oi fourt-h 
year, from the sea wee<l which grows upon the 
rocks. Colonel Fullerton has lately onilt a 
house at the Troone, for drying the sea- y^ eed 
thrown in by the surf, and for making kelp 
from it. But it is very uncertain whether a 
manufacture of this nature will yield a profit 
sufficient to recompense the loss of manure. 
The Colonel has two extensive rabbit warrens 
near the shore ; both of them very thriving. 
While the Isle of Man remained a distinct 
sovereignty, the Troone was found to be a very 

convenient station for vessels employed in 
contraband trade. The British government 
gave the first check to smuggling upon this 
coast, by purchasiotf the regU power of that 
petty state. Happily the commutation act has 
nearly annihilated that hostile traffic. It ravst 
be acknowledged that lessening some duties to 
a certain degree would not injure the revenue ; 
and yet more effectually cut up this bustnes^ 
than a fleet of cutters, or an armv of custom and 
excise officers. Uncontrovertible evidence mnst 
convince every attentive man 11 v ins upon the 
coast of Ayrshire, of the great wisdom of the 
apostle, in joining those two precepts in one 
sentence. Fear O^, Honour the King. Smngad- 
ing, in its very nature, tends to weaken in tM 
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duler thai setae whicb be Km of lairful 
ftntborily, to disturb bia peaoe, to ininre hii 
haJth, to corrupt hii mnnaera. Muit it not be 
ngrettcd, that men of aminble iU>po«iUoiii 
•hould be (educed by the temptatiom oF thia 
bvde. Were profit uiil liwa upon it ulr&rly 
oalcuiated, the baUnce would bo mucli oguiut 
the profit aide, puttiug beoltb luid peace and 
ehartcter out of the question. 

(Xtic Slaffli-al Ai-coual.) 
[NtrTC — The account of Uaudonald is tliat of 
the Rev. Alexander Willisou, the minister of 
the pnriih, and was drawn up l^ him in the 
rear IS41. At that time the minister of 
Troon war the Rev. James Fleming ; and of 
Fullarton, the Rev. David Wikon. 

Mr WilUson Ihiuks that the Clavin hills 
owe their name to the Cohiu "Clai bheion," 
■jgDifyingf broadnwords, which, when laid in 
■ pArticalar form, Rive a good idea of their 
appearaoci:. "From the top of these 
eminences there is a most dclighlful proHpect, 
Mi<l lo comprise parts of fourteen diflerenL 
oounties ; and it is ijuesl iooablc il, trolii au 
•qnal vievalion, so line a natural |Mnomnia, 
both for richness and rxtcnl, is anywhere to 
be met with in the luwLknds uf S^Jtland."] 
CTiiwi/'.— There is nothing very remarkable 
or peculiar in ibii rcspevt. lieyond what is 
eharacterislic of tiic dintrict in which the parish 
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altogether justify the wit of the Rnglish gentle 
man, who, having procureil a Few Ayrshire 
oowa, declarol " that lie was obligdl to liave 
tnl«i poured over thuin daily lo preaeive their 
health," but il ctrtaiuly is very moist. Ah a 
compcnsatinn, h'lwcviT, it liim thv advantage of 
being proportionalily mild, so thai unow seldum 
lies for any length of lime; and upon the uhulc 
it may Iw considered a. favnurabk' lo licultli 
and tungcvily. 

[Note.— As a win.!.' tli< parish Ixlunga to the 
coal formal ion. A ijuarry nt Craiksland 
yields a very tine unit iliirablu flmie, mostly 
importol lo Ireland fur ]inr[><iMii of orna- 
mental areliiieiiture. Hone siono is found on 
Current h, as well as n xuiall M-aiii of bWk 
cbatk. The ntmla in niuny iiLii'i-s are verv 
much deranged by gri-uiistoue ilykr';, nf whicli 
snbslance tlie I'lavin hilU an- composeil, 
being "but a green.t..nt dike .ni a large 
sole forced by .Tld Tilan U.U up through the 
surrounding bi-di." Nuai Tkxmi tbctti ia a 
■mall Utl of tire cluy. On I lie higher land 
the Hill is chiefly clayey; uii the lun Hat IhikI. 
malidy mossy.] 



ZoUogg. — Id addition to the < 
animals, which are in no reapect diBecant 
from thoae in the aeivhbourhoiMi tlie paiiafa 
abonnd* in all aorta of game, taob as hana, 
partridges, snipe, black-cock, and pheaianta. 
Woodcock also are in oonsiderable nniobwa, 
fraqneDtlv making their appeanuice in their 
regular seasons. As for rabbita, owing cbiedy 
to a large warren along the shore, belonging ta 
the Duke of Portland, which isiiut imperfeetlj 
enchiaed, Ihey were, tilt within a year or two, 
M locusts in the district, and devoured every 
green thing. So numerous were (hey from 
the sandy nature of the soil, and the strict pro- 
tection which they enjoyed, that the proprieton 
were obliged, for their own interest, to proceed 
against them with a war of extemunation. 
"Diey are still very numeroui notwithsMuding 
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iplainl. A few yeara 

ago there was a well-stoAed deer-park on the 

estate of Auchans, but the deer have all been 

removetl to Kglinlon. At the mouth of the 

water of Irvine, and along the aea coast at 

Troon, salmon are regularly caught, but not i* 

snoh nnnibers as to render the fisheries of \'eiy 

great importunce. Iadeo<l there are no fisheries 

of any kind worthy of attention. Oyster 

scalps, however, might in some plaoea lie cul- 

tirateil with advantage, and we wonder why 

this has nnt been atteniled lo. 

[Ncrre. —The Zoology further includes the otl«r, 

the seal, tlie heron, the solan goose or ganoet, 

the sheldrake, the great northern diver, tbe 

herring gull, the common wild duuk, and tb« 

common adder. A very complete unloDical 

and b-tanical list is furnished by the Rev. 

David Landiborough, minister of Sievenilon, 

su well known tor bis high aitainmenls in 

this de[>artmcnt of uLience. 

After dealing w ilh the Civil History of the 
Parish, and with the heritors, the account 

Parorkiai Ilfjitlr e>. —These, as in moat 
parishes in .'■■cotlaDd, from ihe accidents tA 
time, but more espscially from the slovenly 
way in wliiob Ihey have been originally kept, 
are in a very imperfc-t state. The oldMt 
volume containing the records of sesaion, and 
bearing date IGOJ, is tolerably entire; naf, 
strange to say, much more so than any of IM 
succeeding ones. It eitenils over a period ol 
forty years, comprising a silent interval of six- 
teen yi-ars, and conlnin* a great deal ol 
p*4whinl I II forma lion ibat is curious and 
mterettiug- Among otbir entries of this kiod. 
He minutM of the trial of Patrick Lowric^ 
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Warlock, and Catherine M'Tier, demit of witch- 
craft. These seem to have been cases of pecaliar 
interest and considerable jadicial difficulty, 
from the minate detail of evidence adduced, and 
the length of time they appeal to have been 
under triaL The attention of the session was more 
or less occupied by them for nearly ^ve years, 
— a term which now-a-days would do no small 
honour to a chancery law suit. Notwithstand- 
ing all this trouble however, matters seem to 
have been left just where they began; no decision 
being recorded, probably from the parties 
leaving the parish, as we see, from one part of 
the evidence, they threatened to do. For the 
curious in such matters, we shall 
subjoin one or two extracts, on different 
subjects, from this interesting volume. 

** Session haldin 8th November, 1629. The 
qnhilk day the minister publicklie out of the 
pulpit, by the authoritie of the presbytery, did 
mhibit and discharge all sorte of charming, and 
resorting to charmers, consulting with wizards, 
sorcerers, and uthers of that sorte, certifeing all 
and sundrie who did so in time cuming, they 
shall be challengit criminalUeyrfore and followit, 
and persewit with death, as for the crimes of 
witch craft. 

** Session haldin 17th March, 1605. John 
Fergushill, younger in Haly, deferit aue 
slanderous taill spoken to him by Alness Lyonn, 
spous to Peter Kenkin in Parkheid ; she aled- 
gand upon George Lachland her author, as she 
said Geurse Lachland aledgit Symon Muir his 
author, '*That the late minister of Kilwinning 
now departit yis life was eardit (buried,) with 
his mouth doun, and that he confessit yat ye 
minister of Ayr and Irvine, and he, had ye wyt 
of all ye ill wedder ye year. 

** Session haldin 23rd March, 1602. The 
quhilk day Symon Wallace in Creux requyrit 
to schaw ye manner of yat uproir and tumult 
maid in to kirkyard immediatelie ef tir ye sermon 
on Sonday ye 8th of Apryle last was, be him 
and his adherentis, and John Dickie in Curra- 
aith and his adherentis. Ye said Symon 
declarit in manner following ; That he persaiv- 
ing ye said John Dickie to come by his accus- 
tomed manner with convocation of his friends 
yat day to ye kirk, and that the said John 
Uickie had offendit him, he tnik ye sam as done 
in contempt of him, quarupon quhen he saw ye 
said John Dickie, he bad him sa out of ye kirk- 
yard, and yat yrupon ye said John Dickie and 
his adherentes drew swordes to ye said Symon, 

Suairupon yai cutit his sanginff staf whilk onlie 
e haa in his han and na ither armour. Ye 
Ion oontinuit yes matters to foryer tryel." 



The volume from which these extracts are 
taken contains a record of a different, and to a 
Scotchman at large, of a more interesting kind, 
namely, the Solemn League and Covenant, to 
which are attached no fewer than 222 signa- 
tures. Rut of these, which is a lamentable 
proof of the low state of education at the time, 
179 are subscribed by proxy, because it is stated 
" they could not wryt themselfs." It appears, 
however, that the eyes of the people were be- 
ginning to open to this defect, as we find them 
makinff arrangements two years afterwards, in 
1640, tor form ins; what may be considered the 
first parish school The articles agreed on at a 
public meeting held for the purpose, and to be 
subdcribed by the teacher on admission tooffice, 
are certainly curious enough. The luckless 
man of letters was to be anything but a freo 
agent ; for there was scarcely a part of his duty, 
even the most trifling, which was not laid down 
to him by rule, and according to which he was 
not commanded to walk un pain of deposition. 
The houra of teaching and recreation, the tasks 
for the children, the deportment to l>e borne 
towards them, the kinds of punishment, even to 
the particular sort of birch to be used, with the 
exact parts of the body to which it was to be 
appliea, are all made the subject of minute 
description and legal enactment. What would 
a teacher now-a-days think, if he were gravely 
called upon to subscribe such an article as the 
following ? *' That he shall attend at all hours 
when the children are in school, and not suffer 
himself to be withdrawn by drinking, playing, 
or any other avocation." And more especially, 
when he takes a glance at No. 4, and sees that 
these hours in the winter months are from sun- 
rise to sunset, and in summer from seven 
o'clock morning till six evening, without even 
the benefit of a Saturday *s recreation. And on 
the very Sabbath itseU, he was to be alwa3rs 
present m church with his little flock around 
him, to see, as the rejord bears, that they con- 
ducted themselves with propriety, and gave 
due attention to the ordinances of religion, of 
which examination on the following &y was 
strictly to be made. 

The minutes of session, after the conclusion 
of this volume, till within the last few years, 
have been very carelessly and imperfectly kept. 
The next entry after 1643 is in 1702, the com- 
mencement of another volume. And for more 
than half a century after this date, there are 
scarcely ten consecutive years of their trans- 
actions recordetl. The register of baptisms, 
extending to four volumes, bM^ins in 1673 ; 
that of deaths in one volume, in 1763 ; and that 
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of marriagea alio in one volaoie, ia 1823. The 
fint of these ii, mcompariioD, tolerably mrract. 
Bat the oilier f»o ara very incorrect, and bope- 
lauly BO, until more Etriageot mefttura are 
taken to compel the people generally to attend 



uf the editice ii unknown; but the 

probability is, from the style of the building 
knd other circa nutancea, that it ii indebted for 
ita origin to the craftumen oC the tn-elfth and 
tfairteeuih century. Ai a ruin it ii still com- 
paratively entire, and woull have been much 
more ao, if it had iiad only the Goth Time to 
■Irugglc agaioit ; but the hand of man has alao 
been ■oreTy against it for many geoerationa. 
According to a tradition, which the appearance 
of the bailding seems to confirm, an entire 
■torcy was removed to build the hou>e of 
Anchani, which ie itself nearly a ruin : from 
time to time almost every available piece of 
Ireeatoae baa been carried off. Though these 
■ntematic depredations are now discontinued, 
the hand of mischief i> still occasionally at 
work. So that if it be true, as we hare heard 
Ml good authority, that liie fainily of Dundon- 
•Id hold the iwljoining piece o( lanil in grant 
from the hciri of Egliuton, on condition of 
keeping the ruin from further decay, we must 
•ay thai the terms of the tenure are not very 
■trictly complied with. The building, two entire 
atoreys of which still hang togetlier, roofed in 
by a rude arch of ruble work, la in the form of 
an oblong square, and entirely without orna- 
ment. It IS chiefly bnilt of greenstone from 
the ndjoining ruck, witii comers and portholes, 
Ac, of freestone, not aupcrior, as when the 
former .Statiilical Account wu written, to any 
found in the parish. But, aa it i* only of late 
years that the freestone quarriea in the parish 
have been wrought, it must have been brought 
from a oonsiderabte distance. The length "f 
the building without the walls is 113 feet. Tlie 
breadlli 40 fe^t. At the south end is the krep 

arched c^lls nearly Ulted up with rubbish, 
which apparenlly fiirm a distinct compartuieni, 
bat arv In reality a part of the original liuild- 
Ing. On the western H-all, the armH of the 
Alewarls, with Ihosv tif some of the more p.>*er 
fol bamni, are carved ia alto rrJitm, but. sre 
•0 otilitrrat«d hy time as to be almoit iindii- 
tinguishable. Parts of the wall, both of the 
outer and inner courts, are still standing, and 
Kppearancea of a mound or foi Ufl cation running 
round the whole, and of a mo»t at the bottom 



of the hilt, are distinctly to be traced. Pl»- 
vious to the Reformation, the castle oontainad ■ 
chapel dedicated to 8t Ninian, with an eodov- 
ment annexed, the patronage being Teatad ia 
the prince ; but no remains of it are now to b* 
discovered. We shall leave these dry bonea of 
once proud and living arcfait«.:tare, irith tba 
quotation of a popular rhyme regarding Iban, 
which lays claim to a high antiquity. Tba 
verse is certainly descriptive enongh of tha 
castle aa it stands: l>n' if it is aa anoieataa 
Ls supposed, it must have reference bi a rtill 
older fortlet, which is ^eratty balieved t« 
have occupied the same site. 
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In 1210, the family of Fullarton erected and 
endowed a convent of Carmetitea on tb« ait« 
now oMiupied by the town of Fullarton. Tba 
convent, which was dedicated to the Tirria 
Mary, coutiniied to flourish till the time of Uia 
Reformation. (See Alton's Sarvey.) Tba laat 
prior, Robert Bum, foreseeing the npproMCblng 
storm, alienated the lands, which went nndar 
the name of Friar's Cnift, to FulUrton of Drag- 
horn. No tnicea of tlie edilice or of the aneiest 
maniion-housu of its fuonders, which stood 
close by, are now to be fouud. And the odIj 
circumilance which gives a decided locality to 
the building, which at one time was disputed, 
was, that when the erounda some years ago 
were feueil out for huDding, the fobndatioa af 
the convent walls was discovered on digginf, 
about fifty ynrdi west from the old plac««t 
FullortoD. For a more particular det*il, s«e 
Robertson's Ayrshire Families. 

Traililion says thai a chapel once existed at a 

Clace called Cliapelhill, close by the . manaioQ. 
onte of Hillhouse. The ground, which ia now 
Oovere<l with wood, has still tmccs of sueh an 
erection In tbc garden wall, which was bMttt 
nearly n cenlary ago, the font-stone ii Hill 
pointed out. .Such a tradition, even withonl aoy 
risible evidenr'^, may also be viewed aa a oar- 
tainty, from the bistoty of the age to wUife It 
refers ; when every baron of any waaltb «r 
inflnence was a kirk -builder on his own aooMUlt, 
and pridetl hinuelf in having his privateohuaL 
And the M'Kerrells were influential enoogfi at 
that time to lay claim to such a piece of r«U g te»» 
state. 

On the line of railroad peaaing throngh tba 
farm of BaraMie, a part of the aame pmartT, 
an earthen) orti was found in 1BS9. ft vaa 
filled with the naoal complement of a ' ~ 
bonea, and from the oosraenaaa of tbe b~ 
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mmd mdeiMM of the workmanahip, it seema 
latliar to have been of British than Roman 
■lannfAOtore. It was unfortunately broken in 
the course of extraction, and the fragments 
have found their way into the private museum 
«f Colonel Blair of Blair. 

At Kemplaw, on the estate of Ladv Mont- 
gomerie, are the ruins of a vitrified fort. It 
■tands on a projecting eminence formed by two 
ravines ; but is in such a complete state of dila- 
pidation, that the form of the edifice is entirely 
•ffiaoed. A few weeks ago, a piece of iron was 
cUscovered embedded in a block of vitrified 
stone. It is about four inches in length, bent 
at one end, and exactly in the form of an ear- 
ring-drop. The position in which it was found 
would indicate accident rather than design ; but 
to what purpose, either of ornament or utility, 
it could originally have been applied, we cannot 
even conjecture. We believe it is intended to 
send it to the Mechanics' Museum at Ayr. 

Close by the mansion-house of Newfield, are 
what are said to be the remains of a Roman bath 
or reservoir. As the place is flooded with 
water, except during a very dry season, we 
have not been able to inspect it personally, and 
therefore cannot indulge the antiquarian with a 
description of its form. 

The only other relics of antiquity worthy of 
notice are two old encampments on the heights 
above the farm of Harpercroft. " The larsest 
of these," in the words of the former Statistical 
Account, " contains within a circular embank- 
ment of loose stones and earth, ten acres of 
ffround, and there is an inner circle of the same 
kind, and from the same centre, which encloses 
one of these acres. The other encampment is 
about 200 vards distant. No artificial work has 
been raised on its north-east quarter, the steep- 
ness of the declivitv being a sufficient defenoe. 
But on the south and west, the circular embank- 
ment is strong, and within is a platform not 
exceeding an acre in extent " The constmotion 
of these works is popularly ascribed to the 
Romans, though the aosence of the ditch or 
fosse may be considered by antiouarians as oon- 
elusive against this opinion, ana it is beUeved 
that all undoubted remains of Roman encamp- 
ments are of a rectangular form, as might be 
exneeted from the minute description given by 
Poiybius, Lib. i. On su^^esting, however, to a 
gentleman connected with the parish, of lontf 
military experience and considerable anU- 
quarian research, the possibility that the pre- 
vailing opinion might be correct, he said, 
" That the same thought had often oconrrtd to 
himaelf — that he considered the Romans too 



wise a people to adhere with mathematical 
strictness to any one form of encampment, -and 
that this would naturally vary according to the 
nature of the ground on which it was raised." 
This is the opinion of an intelligent soldier, 
who knows what fighting means ; and we think 
it has at least common sense to suppott it. But 
whether they are Roman or Scandinavian, we 
pretend not to decide. The only way to set'le 
the Question satisfactorily, would be to send 
the ploughshare through them in search of old 
coins, or fragments of armour ; a mode of in- 
vestiffation perhaps not quite to the taste of the 
genuine antiquarian ; but one which time may 
nevertheless ere long bring to pass. 

[NoTS. — Besides the churches the only modem 
building of note is the house at Auchans, 
bearing date 1644, *' of a very irregular and 
grotesoue appearance," in a condition of 
*' hopeless disrepair," occupied in compart- 
ments by cottars. The adjoining orcharu was 
the home of the Auchans pear in Scotland. 
The tree originally came from France. 

The population was— 1755, 98.3; 1791, 
1317; 1801,1240; 1811,1610; 1821,2482; 
1831, 5579 ; 1841, 6691. The»e 6691 were 
divided thus :— Town of Fullarton, 2813; 
Troon, 1409 ; Dnndonald, 345 ; Old R<ime, 
256 ; Shewalton, 219 ; Loans, 205 ; country, 
including hamlets, 1444. The increase Mras 
chiefly due to the growth of Troon. 

Fullarton was in a condition of depression, 
and there was much destitution both among 
miners and weavers. ''As a whole the 
people are orderly, intelligent, comfortable as 
to food and raiment, and contented with their 
condition, except when some wiser heads 
would persuade them to the contrary ; ' but 
even that, they dinna mind it lang.* 

In agriculture, Ayrshire is "cows and 
dairy produce " all over ; and the parish, in 
this respect, " may be considered as a thrifty 
cadet 01 the house of Duulop." The system 
of tillage was not by anv means uniform. 
The growing of wheat had been greatly given 
up, owing to a succession of wet seasoaa. 
The valued rent was £6411 lOs 9d Scots, the 
real rent about £12,200. Highest rent of 
land, £4 an acre. Produce of a cow estimated 
at £5 10s. The only notable defect in farm 
steadings was a want of neatness in arrange- 
ment. 

*' But it is not easy to change old tastea, as 
is well illustrated bv the shrewd reply of a 
farmer of the old school, who lived before the 
invention of bone dust. On being requested 
by his fiaotor to have his dunghill removed a 
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tittle farther trom hu door-step, ha aDswered, 
' Na, HA, lir, when a farmer tuiaki ihaiae «' 
hti midden, and a beggar o' hit meal-pock, it'* 
time they were quitting the trade.' 

One farm wu rcDled at £1000 ; bat farmi 
generally were small, raosing from £100 to 
£200 a year; tenanla thriving; oomiaon 
IcAW, 19 years. In one or two eoaea only the 
rentn were paid by the fian. 

The Duke of Portland in 1826 introduoed 
tile-draioing witli beneHcial results. Other 
proprietors ghve encouragement to improve- 
ment, "and if they continue to proceed m» 
they are doiDD, tbe time is not distant wlien 
the whole parish will be as dry aa a garden. 
Tbsre is one singular fact," adds Mr Williwjn, 
" well ucertained, in regard to tile draining, 
that it is unfavourable to the jfrowth of 
beane." Along (lie ahore the aani^ hillock* 
were being levelled, and an attempt was 
being made to reclaim tbe ^hewaiton Aloaa. 

The proximity of the parish to Kilmarnock, 
Irvine, and Ayr obviate<i the oeceaaity for 
any local market town. The roads in all direc- 
tiuos were good. "The only thing the mounted 
traveller has reason to complain of is the 
abundance of tolls ; but as the toll seem* to 
s to the county, let us pay and 
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nnmber* who are flocking to and fro at all hoaiB 
of the day, he ii almost ledto wonder what ntoTing 

aiirit can have oome over the people, and what 
«y oan have found to do. A very neat and M<n- 
modiouH itation-hoDie faaa been erected a mile 
from Troon, the uearaat point of the lino ; bnt a 
branch ii now in prograas to ooonect it with tbe 
harbour. Another station-honae ba« been boih 
at Fultarton, on a more extcniive scale, priiwi- 
pally for the aocommodation of the IrriB* 



very 



I that 



fittle hope of * 

across the Irvi 

needed. 
The only poat-olSoe in tbe parish ' 

of Troon.] 

Railroa4».—01 these there are tn'o in the 
pHTish. The older, whiuh is more properly a 
tnm-road. being formed of flat rails with 
Banges, was constructed by llie Duke of I'ort- 
land in IHIO, fur conveying coal from Kilmar- 
nock to Troon. The principle ia bad, and it i* 
standing in nc«<l of constant repair ; yet, from 
(he quantity of coat conveyed, it atill continues, 
we believe, a very profitilile cpeculation. The 
waggons arc dnwn by horses, aud carriage* for 
iMkfsengerB pass two or three timcii a day ; but 
more h^jucntly during the suuimrr months. 
The other, the Olasgow and Ayr line, passes 
throng h the parish along tlie >ca coast for 
■Mvly eight mile*. TIig pari from Ayr 
to Irvine was opened in the summer of IR^. 
The whole line was opeiieil in lH4t). Since thia 
date, the whole system of travi-lling has been 
completely revulnlioni>e<!. as if by magic, and 
when one hears of the paucity nf Irs veil era a 
), whiehwB* insuflii'ivul to support 
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Ayr thrice a-week, and compare* i 



illr. 



with the 



[SfrtE. — ^The harbour* of the parish are IrviiM 
and Troon. At Irvine the depth of water 
was from 10 to 12 feeL Number of veanl* 
belonging to the port, upwards of 30, from 30 
to 100 tons rwtster each. Export* of ooal, 
43,603 tons. Troon harbour was began in 
1808; coat of conicruction, aboat £100,000; 
depth of water, 15 to 16ft. at ebb tide ; about 
3000 tons of timber importeil annually ; ex- 
ports of coal, year 1839, 130,600 tons; veaeel* 
' belonging to the port, 15. Daring a 
di*a*trou* gale in 1838, tweoty-two ve**eU 
were driven from their moorings, a few of 
them totally wrecked. 

Parish Church built in 1S03— G30 aittinv* ; 
Troon Church 1837, Fullartun Chnroh I8%— 
each, OOOiittingL Stipend at Troon, £150; 
at Fallarton, £88 6* 8d- Seats in Parish 
Church of Dundonold rent free. In Troon, 
120 free, the rest rented from 3s to 7« each. 
In Fnllarton, 100 free ; the average seat rent 
2s ed. Dundonald Manse built in 1784; 

Elebe It acre*. Stipend in IS24, 17 chaldera 
bU meal, half barley, and £10 for Communioa 
elements. Number of dissenters 1886, chiefly 
Burg hen. Relief, Baptists, and Roman 
Catholics. In 1840 the Awociate Synod 
erected a place of wonhip in Troon, the 
putor beuig the only disaenting clergyman in 

There were eight schools in the parish — 
school *ttendan(.-e about 700. A parochial 
library was eiUblished in DundonaUl in IBM, 
and contained about 1 50 volume*. The parieh 
•choohnaater had a good houae and ganlMt 
and £28 18* 9d of ialar>'. 

The poor on ihe roll numbered M; averwe 
weekly allowiuce. Is 41d, raised by church 
collections and voluntary asseaament o( 
beritora. ] 

What may be the reason, we know not, bob 
■orry we ore to say, that the good old ipirit uf 
Scottish independence which once sporned tlia 
kirk-box. a* almost worse than starvation, ia 
fast dying away, and that few indeed now think 
tt any degradation to have their want* *o *Dp- 
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plkjci. This is surely a symptom of change 
not for the better, and as it is, from accounts, 
very generally manifested, we trust it will 
meet with due consideration from those whose 
special business it is to provide and legislate for 
the poor. 

Innn, — The number of these would seem to a 
stranger rather like a slur on the morality of 
the inhabitants, being not less than 50. But 
let it be considered that all of them, with the 
exception of seven, are located in the two sea- 
port towns, and arc principally frequented by 
persons who do not belong to the parish. This, 
nowever, to a philanthropist is a poor consola- 
tion, and in any case it is to be regretted that 
such thinffs should be. The grand Turk has 
levelled the haunts of the opium-eater ; the 
heathens of China liave obstinately waged war 
against its importation ; and surely agovernment 
calling itself Christian ought not to make gain, 
both of the temporal and spiritual degradation 
of its people. 

Fuel. — The parish possesses both peat and 
coal ill abundance. The former is little used. 
The latter M^hich is raised chiefly for exporta- 
tion, sells at Is a load, ^hich weighs about four 
cwt., and is of very good quality. 

AlittreilaneoHS ObAtrvationn. — We may men- 
tion generally, undeE^ this head, that the 
condition of all classes, even of tlie poorest, 
has very much improved Hince the date of 
the former Account. An entire new town 
and harbour has risen up at Troon ; two rail- 
roads have been constructed; common roads have 
been formed, and all much repaired ; what were 
little better than mud- walls have given place to 
substantial stone and lime, and in many places 
to eleffant architecture. The comfortable, but 
unstable, thatch has been supplanted by slate ; 
the fertility of the soil, by a better systeim of 
culture, has been inconceivably improved. 
Money with all ranks is much more abundant ; 
and all these things tell upon the comfort, as we 
would hope they do upon the gratitude, of those 
who enjoy them. As to the moral condition of 
the people, we have not the same means of 
judging ; but, glancing at the records which are 
scattered over a period of two centuries and a- 
half, we find that every generation has had ita 
virtues and its vices, and we would suppose that 
the people at present are neither much better 
nor worse than their predecessors. The parish, 
and we think happily, is still free from factories 
of every kind : the attempt referred to in the 
former Account having completely failed. And as 
a lover of those among whom one would choose to 
dwell, one would say, long may such attempts 



continue to fail ! For while agriculture and the 
kindred arts are favourable alike to the physical 
and moral health, there is obviously sometbinff 
in such employments destructive of both. And 
if experience has proved them to be injurious to 
men, they are a cruel bondage and de* 
gradation to the feebler sex. It is enough 
to make one's heart sick to look upon their 
wasted figures and colourless countenances, 
when compared with those who la- 
bour for their immediate bread in the pure 
light* of day. But this evil, we fear, is, from 
the nature of things, without hope of remedy. 
The moral one, however, may be prevented ; 
and should the root of it at any time be trans- 
planted into this district, we trust that a moral 
and spiritual education will also keep pace 
with it, that the people may at least sink no 
lower, or become worse than they are. 



RICCARTON. 

fCaifdonia). 

The parish of Riccartonn was in former times 
called Hicardgtoicn (also RicanJUtoun). The 
name was obviously derived from some early 
proprietor of the name of Richard, and the 
common Anglo-Saxon termination of tun ; 
forming RicanUtun or Richardstown. Traili- 
tion states that the person who gave the name 
to the place was Richard Wallace, who ia said 
to have been the uncle of Wallace, the cele- 
brated defender of his country's independence. 
But the person from whom Ricardtown derived 
its name lived rather too early to be the uncle 
of the illustrious Wallace. Vet it is highly 
probable that the name of the original pro- 
prietor was Richard Wallace ; as the lands of 
Kichardstoun were held under the Stewarts, in 
the 13th and 14th centuries, by a family of the 
name of Wallace, or rather Waleys, as it was 
written of old. During the reign of Alexander 
IL Richard Waleys held considerable estates 
in other parts of Kyle Stewart, under the 
second Walter ; and he appears to have been 
then one of the most considerable vassals of 
the Stewart, in Kyle. 

[NoTK by Chalmers. — In the south of Scotland 
there are several places known by the same 
name; as Ricardtoun, in M id- Lothian ; Rir- 
ardtauH, in West- Lothian ; RiatnUimu, in 
Lanarkshire ; Ricardttmn, in Roxburghshire ; 
and RictircUmin, in Clackmannanshire ; all of 
which names were similarly derived from the 
appellation of Richard.] 

It is therefore piobable that this ver>' Richard 
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Wkleys abo h«1(l the tuiils of RicKnbMun 
nndar the Slcwnrt, and that Ihe pUc« obMined 
iu nune from him. 

RicarHitoun wu anciently a chapelry, whioh 
waa Bubordinate to the panah church of Dun- 
donald. Il ivai |{nnte<I, with Diindonald 
church, by the second ^Valte^, the Stewart, 
to [he coDveat which he founded, at we have 
seen, at Dalmulia. in 1229. When this uonvcot 
wai reliniiuisliitd, in 1238, Walter granteil the 
chapelry, with lliv uhuruh of Dundonalil, to 
the niuiiki of PaiKlev. The chapel of Ricard- 
toun waa aftorwariLi eitabtiahed a> a pariah 
church, which belonged to the monk* of 
Paiilty 1 and It remained a* inch till the 
Beformation. 1'he monki meantime received 
the tithei and revennea, white the church waa 
•en'nl bj a chajilnin, H'ho waa appointed, uid 
by thcni. In a rentkl of Paisley abbey, which 
waa given up to government in 1962. it waa 
■t«ted that the monk* derived from Ihe church 
of Ricardtoun IT chalilera, B bolla, ami 1 Griot 
of meul yearly. In I5ST the patronage of the 
cburcli of Riear.lLoiin, and the tithei Iwlonainrf 
to it, which then appertained for life to Cord 
Claud Hamittflii. >ui commcndator of Paialey, 
were granted in Jiim, and hia heir*, with the 
other pioperiyof the monk* of P&iiley, which 
waa created into a temporal lordthip to him, in 
fee. In 1621 he wa* aucceedetl, in the whole, 
by hia grandion, Jamea, Earl of .Abercom. 
The patronage of thii chiiri;h nf Ricardtoun 
wa* aflerwnrd* trauaferred to Cunningham of 
CaprintouD, who held it at the end of the reign 
of Charlea II. And it atiU belonga lo that 



Mid both were placed andcr the charge of one 
miDialcr. Kut they were again disunited in 
IMS, and have since remaincif diitinct pariahe^ 
iSirtr. by Chalincr* The parish of RiccartooQ 

has been recently somewbat enlarged by a 

decree o( the Coart of Seaaion.] 

The church of Ricardtoun was almost wholly 
rebnill in 1772. It stand* at the village of 

m, which waa — ^- - ' -' 

1638; and con 
ward* of SOU inhabitanla. 

{Tkf Slatiminii AccouiU oj Sfolland.) 
[Note.— The conlribulor to the Sutisticai 

Account of Scotland of the account of 

" Ricoardloon," wa* the Rev. Aleit. Moodv. 

Ilii contribution, which is in Volume VI. , pub- 

U«lie<l 1793, t* a* follows :-] 

"Riccardtonn" is evidently a corruption of 
*' Richardtonn." It is generally tuppoaed to 



who is said to have been ancle to the ceubtaud 
Sir William Wallace. Of hi* hooae no vestln 
DOW remains ; the plaoe, however, whrn tt 
stood, is well known. 

Extern. Soil, and ffimn.— The [Mriah is 6 
mile* long, and, on an average. 2 milea bmad. 
The vilUge of Rii^srtoan is within an Eogllih 
mile n[ the market place of Kilmarnock ; and 
divided from the suburbs of the town by IrvlnB 
water. The soil of the psiriih, in general, ia 
deep clay. The lands are all al*ble, aod wdl 
enclos«<l, excepting a moss which may contain 
about 260 acrei. 

Irvine water, which runs through the pariah, 
ba* iia source in the parish of London. Tbara 
is also another small river, called the water of 
Cessnock, which rune tbrongh part of the 
puiah, and, in one place, forms the boundary 
tMtwiit it and Galston. Irvine water providaa 
eicelleot tront& Komelime* salmon an 
catch eil in it. 

There is nothing peculiar in the climal« id 
the parish. It is subject, along with the other 
panahes of the west coast of Scotland, to fr«- 
guenl falls of rain. The weather is tboa, at 
times, very variable ; the inhabitants, nevvr- 
theless, enjoy a good slate uf health ; dot aM 
there any diseases peculiar to the pariah. 
Although there be not many instaaoes of p«e- 
ple arriving at a very great age, yet not a faw 
reach their 60th and 7Ah year. 

/'oi>n7ati'oii.^When the ratumawere mads to 

Dt \\ ebster, the number of inhabitanla in tiM 

parish amounted to 745 ; they arc now ipci'WM 

ed to 1000. The increase has taken place In 

the village. There hai been no register «f 

burials kept in the parish for many yeara paat ; 

the annuBl average uF births for 5 yean pra> 

ceding 1792, was 3t<, and of marriagea, 12. 

[Note by Mr Moody. — ^Men^arvant'a wagaa an 

from £6 to £9 per annum. Women-serraBl'l 

ws«es, from £3 to £4. Day-labonren reoaln 

14din summer, and Is in winter, withont tbelf 

meat. Taylors now receive Dd a day, with 

their victuals, which is more than double what 

they got about 20 yeara ago. Carpentere and 

masons have usually 20d a day.] 

ftnU. — Hie ™lued rent is £4000 Sootdi. 

The real rent will amount to upwards of £4000 

Bt«rling per annum. Farms let tram IBs to 90i 

per acre, and contain tram M (o I90acrea saeh. 

There are H large proprietors of lands in Ibe 

parish, with a fewsmaller once. Of thegreaUr 

proprietors, 3 either constantly nr Twnannnelly 

nside in the parish. 
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MecUMaaical State, Poor, and School,— There 
•are yery few Seoeders and no Roman Catholics 
in the parish. Before the year 1648 there was 
onhr one minister for the parishes of Riccartoun 
and Craigie. A disjunction of the parishes was 
then m%de and a minister settled in each. The 
dinrch of Riccartoun was almost wholly re- 
Imilt in the year 1772, and is in tolerably good 
repair. The manse was lately rebuilt. The 

Ctron of the parish is Sir William Cunning- 
m of Caprington, Bart. The stipend is 5 
•chalders of victual, meal, and bear, £^^ Scotch 
in money, with a glebe containing 8 acres of 
arable land. 

The poor of the parish are, at present, but 
slenderly supported. Almost the only fund for 
maintaining them arises from the voluntary 
contributions of the people at church. A con- 
siderable sum of money which belonged to them 
was, some years ago, lost by the failure of a 
mercantile company. The number of poor is, 
fortunately, not great. There are only at 
present upon the roll 15 persons, none of whom 
are permitted to beg. About £24 may be 
yearly collected. 

The school here is very well attended. The 
people are, in general, desirous to give their 
children all the education which their circum- 
stances will permit. The encouragement, how- 
ever, is not great, the salary being only 100 
merks. The wages are, for teaching English, 
Is 6d ; for writing, 2s ; fur arithmetic, 2s 6d 
per quarter. 

Crops. — The principal crops reared in the 
parish are oats and bear ; the farmers find from 
experience that the soil is much more favourable 
for producing oats. Till within these few years, 
little or no wheat was sown in the parish ; a 
considerable number of acres are now, nowever, 
sown yearly with wheat, which, when the 
ffTonnd is well prepared, succeeds veiy welL 
The useful practice of summer-fallowing is much 
more common than it was some years aga 
Pease and beans are also sown, and sometimes 
prove a very profitable crop. 

MMcellaneous Ohservatums, — At the village 
there is a mount of considerable bulk, the greater 
part of which appears to be artificial On this, 
as on many others of the same kind, our an- 
oestors met for distributing iustice. The P^oplo 
are in general sober and industrious, xha 
tradesmen in the parish are, with a few exoep> 
tions, either shoemakers or weavers. This 
district enjoys many natural advantaoes. Lime- 
stone is found in great (quantities. The parish 
is also well supported with coal at a reasonaUa 
price. The coal belonging to Sir William 



Cuningham of Caprington, is justly esteemed 
the ben. in Ayrshire. Great quantities of 
blind coal have of late been raised in the parish } 
carried by land to Irvine, and thence exported 
to Ireland. It was proposed some years affo 
to dig a canal from Kiccartoun bridge to join 
the sea at Troon ; and it is to b« wished that 
this scheme could be revived and carried into 
execution, as the benefits which would arise 
from it, particularly to the proprietors of coal« 
would be very great. 

(yew StcUUtical ArcouiU. ) 

[Note. — It was in the year 1838 that the 
Rev. James Porteous, minister of the parish, 
wrote his account of Riccarton. Mr Porteous, 
after dealing with the topography and national 
history, briefly sketches the Civil History. Sir 
William Wallace resided within the bounds for 
some time with his paternal uncle, and, accord- 
ing to Blind Harry, slew three out of fire 
Englishmen whoattackedhim as he was fishing 
in the Irvine ; the patriot having no more 
formidable weapon than his fishing rod. Sir 
Charles Cuninghame of Caprington, who was 
create<l a baronet by King Charles IL , was a 
noted lawyer of his day, and described by 
Bishop Burnetas "not only learned in the civil 
and canon law and in all philosophical learning, 
but as being universal in all learning, in addition 
to which he had the most desorv^ reputation 
for intetprity and virtue of any man, not onlyin 
his pro&ssion, but of the whole nation." His 
second son was the first who read lectures on 
the Roman law in Scotland. At Mosshead, 
estate of Treesbank, was bum Sir James Shaw, 
Bart., the first Scotsman who had ever bean 
Lord Mayor of London. 

The only registers existing were the Session 
records, commencing with 1095. Among the 
old buildings, the Castle of Caprington was Um 
chief, its antiquity being vouched for hy a 
charter of 1835, where it is called " Castelhun 
turris fortalicium de Caprinton." It originally 
belonged to a branch of the Wallace tamilT. 
Other mansions were Treesbank, ShawhiU, 
Dollars, Bellfield, and MUlrig. 

PopuUtion in 1755, 745 ; 1792, 1000 ; 18S1, 
2122; 1834,2499, residing in 856 houses; malM, 
1260; females, 1249 ; populaUon in 1828, 27U| 
males, 1310 ; females, 1404.] 

Hc^biU and Character qf the Peop^— The 
people are plain and unaiSected in their mannenu 
mdustrious in their habits, and on Sabbath and 
other holidays neatly and well-dressed ; their 
ordinary fooa simple, and when they are abl« 
to afford it, substantiaL We doubt ronok 
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whether tliey enjoy many of the coaifort« of 
life, especi&Uy those employetl in mannbtcturee, 
t^e wages earned being at ficsl but aniall, while 



them to much poverty. The country popula- 
tion ia, inileed, moat respectable, the moat of 
tiiem beinj; seemingly in ea*y uircumatancea ; 
they are ateady anil regular in their habits, 
kttentive to religious oriliaancBs, intelligent and 
well-principled. I am happy to dear testimony 
to the (general good uunduct of a very largo class 
of the inhabitants. I mean the uoUicra. 
There are very many of them in coinfurlable 
eirvunialanues — inhabiting their own huuto, 
bringing up families respectably, and aeeuiingly 
BOrrounileil with many uomfurls ; many of them 
intelligoDt and pioue men, and several of them 
hat-ing family worship regularly in their 
honaon. Indeed, I may almost aay with con- 
fidence, what can be but seldom saiil of the 
•une claas of workmen, that they arc among the 
most onlerly, industrious, and intelligent of our 
puihhioners ; and much of this is owing lo the 
oircumstanccs that most nf tbeni arc native* of 
the place, and thai the dilfercnt coal pruprietors 
are very careful in employing and encouraging 
only the best behaved- 

MniiHj'arlam.—'HarHWoom weaving i" the 
chief bnuich of manufacture carried on in the 
parish. The' principal kindi of work done are 
narness-shaHla. plain -mill die*, and niousielin' 
de-lainc. The work is gul from Kilmarnock 
•ltd I'aisley. There are in the village between 
40 and no families de]>endinu on the weavinci 
94 weavers, lietwcen 00 and ti') pirn-winders, 
40 diMW-Uiys. Tlie wages of the rirM-claaa I3s, 
deduct cxpenit'S 4s, nelt wages Da ; neennd- class 
Ts, doiluL-t expi'iiBeM Is 6d, iiett wagen .^h M. 
Draw-lKiyn re^-eive from 2a to Jo Hil per week ; 
piru-ivinilTt, 4d to thl per duy. \\'u uniler- 
Kand that the making or bIiovb fur the forei^ 
markelB conHtitiiteil at one time a verv consid- 
erable l>rani-h of traile currieil on here, but of 
htc, from various causes, it hnn greatly 
decliiieil, wi thai (here is nut above a dozen 
tiow empliiyei) in it in all the parikh. 

A gnut pn>piirtioii of the [vinalea in the 
parish arc eiiiiil'iyed in sewing and cmbruiiler- 
Lig uiuiliii. Their wases vary fnuii IKl lu 3» 6il 
per week : but thiii latter SUui eaii mily be 
earned at the liest work, and by the moat 
expert srwers, and at much cx]>eiue of conifurl 
lo llicuwlvi-M. The einph.jTnent, we Ivlicve, 
is very injnrtoiu li> the general health uf thoM 
cmjiloyeil, but especially lo their chest and 

A'jrirullHn. — The parisli contains about 



yearly making inroads upon them with tile- 
drainiiig and the plough-share. The rest is 
under cultivation. The rent of land varies 
from £1 lOs to £3 lOs per acre. The gruing of 
a cow or oi, £4. No sheep are graied in the 
parith, excepting a few in the parks immeili- 
ately surrounding the different manaiuns of 
proprietors. The cows are chiefly of the tme 
Ayrshire breed, and the horses used for labour 
are all mostly of the Clydesilale variety, 

Haltof Waifj'. — Farm sjrvants' wages yearly 
are from £12 to £16, with food; womea\ from 
£7 to «0 ; labourers in summer receive 12s! in 
winter. Ills. 

Dairy.— ^Yi'm is much alteodeil to, and from 
its proiluce the greater pan of the rent in many 
cases is paid. Above 160 tons of cheese are 

Eroduced annually- Other parishes msy he 
etter known for their ilairy pro<tuce tlian this, 
but there are several individnals io the pariah 
ithose cheese, with the other productiona of 
their dairy, can bear comparison with any in 
the oouniy. To the making of cheese the 



reganls the moilc o 

materials of which it it made. Cheeie of the 

best quality is selling at present u)x>ut I'is per 

Stone, Dutch iveighl. 'I'tio price is regnnled as 

bi^h. 



both from tile- draining, ditching, liming, 
eneloiiug, ftc. . and should they continue U> go 
torwanl tor a Beries of years, the lienelicul 
resulu Ixiih to landlonl an 1 ti-nant will )>c very 
considerable ; for while they will secure higher 
rcnlB to the former, lliey will eiuible the lait«r, 
with much li-ss ilitficulty and risk, froni the 
improved i|Ualily of the cropH and their greater 
certsinty, iiotwilhstnnding the variableneas'of 
climate and ntlier nncontrolluble uoiitiiigenciea, 
to pay tlieui. Ky the fnr row .draining, which is 
deeideilly the greatest imprnvvniunt, the Uwl 
may lie Kaid tii increiuie in value fully at an 
aventge aluul t.'l per acre of annual rental. The 
value of 'his itiipruvement ile|H-niU in inilividual 
CMes upm several eirciinialaiioi's, such as lh« 
nature of the ground ilraine.1, the width 
between the ilraius, the si/cuf thctiliii useil, ibc. 
However, alnio«l In every oom.- the improvement 
U more or letti felt. The amount of land 
drained annually in the pnriiih is upwanUof 200 
acreo. The coat of draining an acre \* nUiut £0. 
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If tba proprietor doee the wbole, which some- 
times happens, then the tenant pays in cousidera* 
Hon 5s per acre additional rent during his lease. 
This latter practice is not frequent with the 
landholders in this part, except with the Duke 
of Portland, who drains the most exteiuiively ; 
hot it is thouffht by men of much experience 
that they overlook their own interest in not 
adopting it. 

Tiie crops raised are oats, wheal, barley, 
potatoes, turnips. The usual rotation is, two 
or three years tillage, one bay, and Hve pasture. 
This order, however, is sometimes deviated 
from, according to the nature of the 8oil, &c. 

The rental of the parish i8 supposed to 
amount to between £9000 and £10,000 annually, 
and the gross rental arising from lands, coal 
and tile- works, may be stated at about £15,000. 
The average size of farms is eighty acres*. The 
enclosures in the parish are good, formed 
almost solely of hedge-rows, and these very 
thriving. The farm steadings on most of the 
properties are in good condition- ; many of 
them have double storied dwelling-liouses, 
with extensive and su)>stantial otbces. The 
houses are chiefly thatched, but the larger and 
newer ones are almost all slated. 

PARO<'HIAL ECONOMY. 

The nearest town is Kilmarnock, which is 
distant only one mile from the village. 

Vif/offfM. — Ricjurtou village contains nearly 
1200 inhabitantti. There are two other villages 
in the parish, viz., Hurlford and Sornhill. In 
the former, tlicre is a population l)et\\ ixt 300 
and 400, chiefly connected with different coal- 
works in the neighljourhoo<l ; and in the latter 
and its neighl)ourhood, which is al>ovc six miles 
from Riocarton, the population is nearly 100. 

Mxiiif of Comuiuuirni'toii, <("•. -There are 
two post deliveries from Kilmarnock daily. 
There are three great lines of liighway travers- 
ing the parish — one from London to (ilHsgow, — 
another from (Jlasgow to Ayr and Portpiitrick, 
which passes through the village,— and a third 
from Ayr to Edinburgh, which |>asses through 
the villages of Kiccarton and Hurlford. These 
are kept in excellent order. The parish toads 
are likewise in tolerably go<)<l i*epair. Three 
stage-coaches, besides* the lV>rtpatrick mail, 
pass through the village from (Jlasijow to Ayr, 
and return daily. There is iK'sides a coach 
which run^ through the parish, and returns 
every day from Kdmburgh and Ayr; one which 
runs from Glassow to Dumfries, and a public 
onwibus betwixt Kilmarnock and Ayr. A 
private branch railway iNisses from the great 



coal-works at Caprineton to the Kilmarnock 
and Troon railway. 1 iie great \Ve8tern Rail- 
way between London and (Uasgow, now in 
contemplation, is expected to cross the parish 
towards its eastern extremity on the hue to 
Kilmarnock. Should it \ye carrie<l into execu- 
tion, the advantage to the parisli will lie 
incalculable. 

Bruitjesi. —Three are three principal bridges 
all over the Irvine, two at the vilUge of 
Riccartm, and the other at Hurlford. One of 
those at Ricx:arton hivs f>een but lately built and 
only opened last Whitsunday. Ii is very 
handsome and substantial. It has three skewed 
arches, thus forming the largest bridge of the 
kind in this county, if not in Scotland. 1 he 
bridge itself, with the new line of road con- 
nected with it, fonns a most convenient iind 
beautiful uutlet from Kihnarnook, as well as a 
decided improvement to the village. TIic ohl 
bridge, which stands alnrnt tliirty yards up 
from the new one, is in good condition. The 
other bridge is at Hurlford. It lately under- 
went very extensive alterations and re,Kiiis, 
which have rendered it very spacious and sub- 
stantial. The smaller bridges in the parish are 
all in goo^l order. 

ErchMicmtiral Staff. — The parish originally 
was a chaplainr}' belonging to l)un(fonahf. 
Afterwards, it was given to the convent of 
Dalmulin, on the bank of the Ayr ; but upon 
tbe demolition of that religious house, it was 
transferred to the monks of Paisley, in wliose 
hands i I remained till the Kefonnnti«>n. while 
the duties of it were jHJrformeil by a curate or 
chaplain appointed by that monastery. After 
the Reformation, it was united to the i>arish of 
Crai^ie, and coniinued so till its final •li-juue- 
tion m 1048. In 16*21 the whole tithes Udonged 
to the Karl of Al)ercorn. The patronage, too, 
was in his hands ; but soon afterwards it was 
conferred upon the family of Capringtou, who 
have continueil to exercise it ever since. It is 
one of the best endowed parishes in the county. 
The present incumbent is the sixth minister 
since the Revolution. 

Chuirh. — The present church was built in 
18*2,3, but not on the site of the former one, 
which was in the burying-ground. It iserectetl 
on a mound in the middlt* of the village, i>artly 
natural and partly artificial, and whicli was 
formerly called *'Seat c»f Judgment," having 
been, it is suppose<l, one of those court hills 
where justice was ailministere<l and execate<l in 
ancient times. It is a plain sc)uare building, of 
no particular style of architecture, but very 
substantial and commodious, and alike comfort* 
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able l>oth for speaker and hearer. It is orna- 
mented with a handsome spire and clook, and, 
as it stands on a considerable eminence, it forms 
a coni<picuous object in the landscape. It cost, 
including every exfMjnse, about £4000. It might 
contain, allowing eighteen inches for each, 1 192 
sittings ; but by the sheriff's decreet it is 
allocated for little more than 1000. The rest 
includes table-seat k, ftc, which are all free 
sittings. The situation of the church is nither 
awkward, l)einj; nearly six milerj from the one 
en<l of the parish, and two from the olhcT ; but 
still it is not inconveniently for the great bulk 
of till" inhabitants, the greater proportion of 
them iN'ing within a mile and a halt distant, 
and nearly the onelialfl>eing closely adjacent to 
it. The system of seat-letting is not common 
— such seats as are let, except a few, l»eing let 
at only a nominal price. 

MdHM*. — The manse and office-houses were 
built between forty and fifty years ago. Upon 
the entrance of the present incumbent in 1837, 
tliey underwent some repairs, which have ren- 
dered them very comfortable. The glebe, 
including garden, stance of house, &c, is about 
eight acreH in extent. Naturally, the soil is 
good, but, ))eing in 1>a4l condition, it would not 
rent at present alwve i*'2 10s an acre. The 
ganlen contains alK)Ut an acre, and is well 
enclosed on two sides by a high and sulwtantial 
wall, lately built at the sole expense of the 
heritors. The 4ti|)end, as decreed by the Court 
in ISII. consists of 111 l>olls, 1 firlot, 1 peck, 
1^ lippy meal, 77 bolls, 3 Hrlots, 1 pe<>k, ^ 
lippy Imrley, with i*<K) 3s 8<1 in money, and £S 
fi- ^d for « tmnumixn elements. 

ii.. n* M n«i his^euting place of worship in 
the jKiii'^h. About forty years ag«> a chapel in 
oonnecmm with the Relief Inxly was erecte«l in 
the village ; but it has long since l)een pulled 
down. Tlie (Kiri^h church is well attended. 
The numWr of conmiunicants on last sacra- 
mental (K'cjufion was l>etween 0<M) and 700, those 
who communicated for the first time amounting 
to \'^l The Micrament of the I^nl's Supper 
has hitherto lH.*en dispense<l only once a-year ; 
but arrangements have now lK»en made for its 
dis|>ensation twice a-year. The numl)er of 
individuals belonging to the K^tablisheil 
Church, when last iiscertaineil, was 2410 ; 
to other denominations, including United 
Secession, Relief, Old Light, Cameronians, 
or .MaiMuillanites, Indepi>ndents, Unptists, 
Methchlists, KpiH<>o]Kilian9, an<l Roman Catho- 
lics, lim. 

E'ht'tttivH. — There are three schools in the 
parish, attended by upwards of 2o0 scholars. 



The average attendance at the parish school it 
100. The branches taught arc English reading, 
spelling, and grammar, arithmetic, wnting and 
book-keeping, Latin, Greek, and French. The 
fees per quarter are the folio wins :— For English 
reading, 3s ; reading and writing, 38 6d, with 
arithmetic, 4s ; book-keeping, 68 ; Latin, 7s 6d, 
with (i reek, 10s (>enerally aliont one-half are 
taught rea<ling only; the rest receive the various 
other branches above specified. The school- 
master has the maximum salary. The average 
amount of fees annually is €50. He enjoys 
other small salaries and perquisites, as session, 
heritor's clerk, kc. One of the other schools is 
in the village, attended by alxiut 100 scholars. 
The other is at Hurlford, attended by about 50 
scholars ; and to this are attached a fre«; hoose 
and garden. * The house was built by subscrip- 
tion, and the ground was given by the Duke of 
Portland. The teacher has no income inde- 
pendent of his fees. Nothing but the ordinarv 
branches arc taught in these private schools. A 
school of industry for females and an infant 
school are both very much neeiled in the parish. 
There are two Sabbath schools, one in the 
xnllagc of Ricjarton, and the other at Hurlford; 
they are attended by about 180 scholars, and 
are l>oth under tlie >uperintendence of the 
minister. 

[NoTK.— There wiuj one public library in the 
parish, with more than 40^) volumes ; four 
friendly societies - the Henevolent, the 
Frientlship, the Munificent Friendly, and the 
C'aprington l^nevolent ; one Temperance So- 
ciety with 3r> niend>ers and a juvenile branch 
with 10 : and a Working Men's Association 
for |Kjliticul purpose}*. Rut no Missionary or 
Religious S<K.-ieties, though Mr Porteous 
hoiR'd to have this rectifie<l. 

Tiic poor numl)ere<l aliout 30 ; average ali- 
ment £() yearly. Two insane persons received 
each £14 annually. The assi'ssment of the 
heritors was voluntary, and rcalise<l about 
€l.'»0 a year ; collections at church doors £48 ; 
pnx'lamation and mortcloth dues £5^in all 
€*i«w> — out of which was paid not only the 
poor's allowance but the salaries of the pre- 
centor, iM'adle, and church cleaner, besides the 
i.^)st of small repairs on the church, ma«iee» 
and sclKKilhouse. Al>out KO tons of coal weie 
given to the poor by the proprietors, and 
carted gratuitously by the farmers.] 

Innt, AhhoHHtH. — There are 18 of such houaee 
in the parish, which, considering its neighbour* 
hootl to Kilmarnock, are far too many tor any 
gooil or useful purpose. 

/*i('7.— Coal IS the only fuel in use, and it is 
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got at verv rcMonable prices. The price of 
tba fire-coal at the pit-mouth, at present, varies 
from fis to 6s per imperial ton. 

MUceikmeoiu Ob^ervaJtitmH, — Many changes 
have taken place in the parish since the lant 
Statistical Account was drawn up in 1792, and 
many of them decided improvement s. The people 
seem more intelligent ; their wases are much 
higher, in some cases doubled ; their comforts 
upon the whole greater. From the tile-draining 
the land has singularly improved, bein,/, in con- 
sequence, now able to produce much better 
crops, and with greater certainty, than before. 
A considerable quantity of moss has been ren- 
dered arable since that time, there being now 
only about 70 acres in that state, whereas then 
there were 250. Instances of longevity seem 
now to be more numerous than formerly ; and 
the population has nearly trebled. On most 
properties the farm steadings have been much 
improved ; and the facilities of communication 
of every kind are now much more numerous. 
Church accommodation has been greatly in- 
creased ; education is carried on with greater 
spirit, and the branches taught are more varied. 
It is only in the religious and moral habits of 
the people that I fear there has been no corres- 
ponding advancement. 



C R A I O I E . 

Caledonia. 

The parish of Craigie obtained its name from 
several craigs and rocks near the church. 
Craig^ in the Hritish, signifies a rock, and the 
plural rrehjian, rocks. Craig, in the (taelic, 
also signifies a rock, and craiyeach, rocky. In 
the Scoto-Saxon speech, the name assumed the 
form of Craitfie. During the reign of Malcolm 
IV., and William the Lion, the manor of 
Craigie was held by a family of the 
name of Hose, who were patrons of the 
church of Craigie, which was then a rectory. 
In the early part of the long reign of William, 
Walter Efose succeeded his father in the 
manor of Craigie, and his younger brother, 
John, was parson of the church of Craigie. The 
father had sranted to this church half a carm- 
l^te of land; and the son of Walter granted to 
It another carrugate of land. About the year 
1275, Walter Hose, for the salvation of the 
souls of his father and mother, granted to the 
monks of Paisley, in pure alms, the Church of 
Craigie, with all its lands and pertinents. This 
transfer was confirmed to the monks by the 
bishops of Glasgow and by several Popes. 



[Note.— Chart. Paisley, No. 72, 75, 97, 98, 99, 
77-8, 96, 149. In 1272 the Church of Crai^a 
was confirmed to the monks of Paisley oy 
Thomas de Craigie, the son and heir of John 
Hose. Thomas seems to have assumed the 
local surname of Craigie as more dignified 
than that of Hose. This family ended in 
two female heirs. Christian and Matilda, the 
daughters of Sir John Hose, Knight. Christ- 
ian, the eldest, married Sir William Lynde- 
say, a younser son of Sir David Lyndesay of 
Crawford, oy whom she had Sir Walter 
Lyndesay, who inherited the entate of Craiffia 
from his mother ; and from him it descen<UKl 
to Sir John Lyndesay of Cniigie, who held it 
in the reign of David II.] 

The manor of Craigie was held by Sir John 
Lyndesay during thereign of David II., and from 
him it passed, m the reign of Kol>ert II., to 
John Wallace of Ricardtoun, whose son Hugh 
held Craiffit;, Ricardtoun, and other lands dur« 
in^ the reign of Robert II. Craigie became the 
chief seat of the family of \\ allace. The 
barony of Craigie was held by this 
family for four centuries, till about the 
year 1790, when it was sold utdicia/Iy to 
pay the debts of Sir Thomas Wallace, the last 
possessor. The church of Craigie, with its 
pertinents, continued to belong to the monks of 
Paisley till the Reformation. The cun? was 
served by a vicar pensioner, who had an estab- 
lished income, which was settleil by Walter, 
the bishop of (^lasgow, in 1227. By that 
settlement the vicar was to have the altarages, 
with 3 chalders of meal, or 100 shillings yearly. 
In Bagimont'8 roll, as it stood in the reign of 
James V., the vicarage of Craigie was taxed at 
£2 13s 4d, being a tenih of its estimated ^'alua. 
To the vicaraffe of Craigie there belonged a 
glebe two and a half mark lands of the old 
extent, which, after the Reformation, passed 
into lay hands. At the epoch of the Reiorma- 
tion, Wallace of Craigie held the office of 
baillie in Kyle for the monks of Paisley, and ha 
received as his fee 6 chalders and L") Ik>11s ot 
meal yearly out of the tithes of Craigie church. 
In 1587 the patronage and tithes of the pariah 
church of Craisie, which then l>elonged to 
Lord Claud mimilton for life, as Com* 
mandator of Paisley, were granted to him 
in fee, with the other property of tha 
monks of Paisley. He was succeeded in the 
whole, during 1621, by his grandson Jamea, 
Earl of Abercom. Long afterwards, the pat- 
ronage passed to Wallace of Craigie; and aboat 
the year 1790 was transferred toOimpbell of 
Craigie, to whom it now belongs. After the 
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Reformation, the parish of RicartUoun wau 
united to that of Craigie, and ))oth were placed 
under the charge of one mini>i*T, hui tliey were 
aK&in disunited in 1648. in 1658, when the 
okl parish of Barnwell wasbuporessetl, a part of 
it was annexed to the parish of Cniigie, and the 
remaindLT to the parish of Tarlwlton. The 
present piirish church of Craigic was built in 
1776. 

StaJ ist iral A rrov n t . 

[Note. — The author of the account <»f ( raigie in 
the Rev. Andre vv* Shaw, minister of the 
parish, whose contribution apjR'ars in Volume 
v., published in 170.3.] 

Aa;/i*, Erfrtioiiy tt-r. — Tlie name Cravjic 
appejirs to have l>een given to this parish from 
aeveral craigs or rocks, which are situated near 
the church. This parish and that of Kiocartoun 
were formerly united, but were disjoine^l in 
1647. It apjiears from records, that there 
were at that time, in the two pari'*hes, al)ove 
2000 communicants, which far exceeiU the 
nuinl)er in l>oth at present. What causes have 

Sro<luccd this decrease, it may, iK-rhaps, l)e 
ifficuU to liscertain. A conrtiderable part of a 
•mall parish, called Harinrtll^ which was sup- 
presse<l in the year 167.'^, when tluit of Stair 
wah erected, is now annexetl to Craigic. 

Kxfnify Situation, Surf'urt ami Soil. — This 
parisli is alK)ut 7 P^nglisli iiiik*^ in length, and 
IJ in hieadth. It '\a situ it« d in th.it district of 
Ayrshire called Kyle, in ilie prrsbyi*'rv of Ayr, 
and m the Synod of(ilas»gow uud .\yr Near 
the ohun'h and manse it is luU\. One m<iy 
walk in the sliort s|)ace of livw minutes from 
the manse to the top of one of lire neighl>our- 
ing hills, which, though not {RMliapt^ fnore than 
500 f<'et alH»\c the level of tlu- sra. yet com- 
mands ;i mf»>t cxleii»-iVf an«l d^li^litful |):o>|)cct. 
It may Im? s.ifcly »«uid thai alM>ve \\n\ tMiuare 
milcn of rich land may Ik* .s«*en, an<l that m all 
that extent almost every nobleinait ami gentle- 
man's si'at, every town and village, ever}' 
gartlen an<l woixl, ap{H'ar «listinctly. Hero also 
are lH*held the venerable Betdoniond and s<-\enil 
of the other iinimjiian hilU — the frith of ( lyde 
flowing iH'iuiifully to the ocean- ilie ridges of 
the l"»le of .Jura— the loftv tons of Arran, and 
the majotic rock of AiUa, Im'VoihI which the 
hills <»f li eland seem to rise from tue >ea. The 
sod in general is rather light ami gravelly. 
Some pirt?» t>f it consist of a thin, p«Mjr clay, but 
there are many tields of a deep xtroiik; clay, 
which, %\hen pro|H»rly cultivaied, pnxluce in 
favourable hcasons very rich crops. The 
gre.itest \mmI of the parish ii ara)»le, and inclos- 



ed with hedge and ditch, but some parks ate 
surrounded with stone dikes. There are like- 
wise some good tieldrt of meailow groand. The 
hills are covered with %'erdurc, and afford 
excellent pasture for cattle. 

Mineral A. — Many parts of this parish contain 
coal, though only one pit is at present wroai^ht. 
In some places which were wrought not long 
ago, two seams were found ; the one a hanl 
an<l lasting, and the other a lic^t, or what is 
called a randlt coal. When these were burnt 
together, they ma<le an excellent fire. There 
are also 2 or 3 great lime- works, whose ilittanc<c 
from coal is not above 2 Knfflish miles. About 
60,0( Kl l>olls of lime may be raised aimnally. 
The profit thence arising must be considerable, 
while the neighlxiurhooii is greatly benefited 
by the lime, some of which has Iwen carried 
southward al>ove 1) English miles. These lime 
works are in the eastern parts of the parish, 
and the western part of it is supplieil with lime 
from (piarries surrounding the limits of thb 
parish to the north 

C/iwa/f, MVaxr.-*, <i«r. — The air, in general, 
is pure, and there are no distempers peculiar 
to the parish. Many of the iuhabitauts arrive 
at the age of 80, some at that of !M) years. 
They live neither in towns nor villages ; they 
are employed chiefly in the open air, and are 
active, ^oln-r, and industrious ; they are of late 
much imuroved in their dress and nuinner of 
living, and dwell in houses more neat and clean- 
ly than fonncrly ; ciicnmstances which must 
contribute to health. 

Profile ami Catth . —The grain «'hiefly culti- 
vated in this iKirish is oats. Pease, l>eans, and 
barley are also laised, but in much smaller 
quantities!. PotatcK'.'j are planted by almost 
every family for their own MulwiHtence. Con- 
Bi<lerable quantities of ryegrass and clover seeds 
are also hown. No turni{M*, cabliages, or hemp 
art"! raised, and little Hax, excepting some for 
private umc. More grain is raiseil than is con- 
sumed in the pariiih ; and much butter and 
cheese in Hciit t«i the market'» of Ayr and Kil- 
marnoi.'k, and e*'en to Paisley and (Uasgow. 
(Jreat attention iii now given to the improve- 
ment of the bree<l of cows and horses, which 
have risen greatly in value within these fejr 
year^. The nuniU'r of horses, young and old, 
may In' *24r». an<l of rows 7.*^^. There are only a 
few ."nIkh'P. 

[NoTK.— The price of every article of provision 
has risen greatly of late, {>articularly of beef, 
butter, cheese, Lens, and eggs, and may riae 
still higher in proportion as manufactnret 
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increace, aod as ibis country becomes more 
rich aad populous. Tbe prices of the above 
mentioneif articles are regulated by the markets 
of Kiloiamock aud Ayr, and they are also, in a 
great measure, affected by the more distant 
markets of (Glasgow and Paisley.] 

PopuldUiott, " Upon comparing the present 
amount of annual Imptisms with that of any 
particular period for a considerable time past, 
the state of the pariah, with respect to popula- 
tion, does not appear to have lK»en miiterially 
altered. Owing to the enlargement of farms, 
to the demolition of cottages, and to ihe in- 
crease of manufactures in the neighbourhood 
(to which persons of all ages resort), its popu- 
lation miffht, perhaps, ue sappotted on the 
decliue. i et it is a fact that the return to Dr 
Webster amounted only to 551 ; aud at present 
the number of parishioners, young and old, are 
not under 700. 

[Note, — Under 10 years of age, 15<J ; above 10, 
and under 20, 140 ; above 20, and unmarried, 
IW ; Married, 214 ; Widowers and widows, 
26—700.] 

They are mostly farmers, some are lime 

?[uarriers, some day-labourers, and there are a 
ew of those tradesmen, who are essentially 
necessary in every country parish. At an 
average for the last 5 years, there have l>een G 
marriages, 14 baptisms, and 9 burials annually. 

[Note. — The waget of a man-servant for the 
year are from £9 to £10, and of a maid- 
servant from £3 to £4. The wages of a 
harvest labourer are from £1 5s to £1 lUs, 
and of a day-lalwurer Is 3d in summer, and 
Is in winter.] 

HtrUor«t Rcnf^ drc. — The number of heritors 
is 16, and 9 of them are resident. Of the heri- 
tors who reside, three have very considerable 
estates ; the property of the other 6 is small. 
The valued rent is L 3236 Kis 3<l Scotch. From 
tbe improvements nuule by the superior skill 
and industry of the tenants, and also from the 
ad%'anced price of the produce of land, the rent 
has greatly increased within these last 30 years; 
yet the tenants are in a better condition than 
they were before that time. The leases are 
commonly for 19 years. The grround is crop- 
ped for 3 years, and rests 6. The number of 
scotcli acres is about 5500. The rent is from 
lOs to 20b per acre, taking the average of 
which, the present rent of the parish must be 
about L.4000 sterling /)fr annum. But as 
some of the land is in the hands of the proprie 
tors, that cannot be exactly ascertained. The 
farms are very unequal. Some are so small as 



to be under L.20. Some are from L.40 to L.00, 
and others are as high as L. 140 per tmuum. 

Church, Manse, and Stipend. — The church 
was built anno 1776, in a neat and commodious 
place of worship, and mav contain about 600 
people. The manse was built €uino 1745, and 
has since been at different limes repaired. The 
stipend consists partly of xictual, and partly of 
money ; and, including the glebe may amount 
to L.96. The right of patronage belongs to 
William Campbell, Ksq., of Craigie. 

[Note. — The kirk of Craigie is said to ha%'e 
been formerly calle<l the Kirk in the F&rtJti, 
which name was proliably given it from its 
being surrounded by woods ; but few tree<i 
are now to be seen near ii. It is also said, 
that in this church, schemes were concerted 
by some of the principal reformers, whose 
estates lay in the neiffhlwurhooil for opiH>s- 
ing the measures of the Queen Recent, and 
for promoting the interests of the Reforma- 
tion, at its commencement. 

Schoo/M. — Here id a parochial school, and the 
master has a legal salary, a house ailjoiniug to 
the school, and also a garden. The numl>er of 
scholars is much greater in winter than in sum- 
mer ; and, at an avctage, during the year, 
may l>e about 00. The wages ;xr quarter are, 
for English, Is 6<1 ; for writing, 2* ; for arith- 
metic and Latin, 2s 6d ; and a complete sys- 
tem of book keeping is taught for 10s (kl. The 
schoolmaster s place, including all perquisites, 
may amount to L..10 sterling. 

Poor.— There are, at present, 12 persous who 
receive public charity. The sum spent yearly, 
for their support, is almut L. 20. Thi* arises 
from the weeKly collections made in the church, 
and from the interest of a sum of money be- 
longing to the parish. None who reside here 
are ^-agrants. Attention is Kiven that the 
children of those who arc needy and indigent 
be properly educated. 

Ro(uIm, — The roads were formerly matle and 
kept in repair bv the statute labour, but this 
is now converted into money ; 3d is paid for 
every pound Scotch of valuation, which may 
amount to about L.40 sterling yearly. The 
roads are kept in gooil order, considering tbe 
great number of coal aud Imie carts that are 
oonitAntly pasting orer them. 

Character. — The )>eople are regular, peace- 
able, and industriouik ; anxious, iu their sereral 
occupations, to provide for themselves and their 
families ; and what they acquire by active 
labour they enjoy with moderation. Few of 
them may he called rich, though almost wh of 
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them arc far removed from poverty. When 
circumstances occnr that call forth their 
humanity, thev are charitable. They enjoy, in 
a reasonable degree, the benefits and comforts 
of society, and are. in general, contented with 
their circumstances and situation in life. 

Xew Statistical Account, 

[Note. — The account of Craigie, dated 1842, 
was contributed by the Rev. John Stirling, 
D.D., at that time the minister of the parish. 
Dr Stirling deals very briefly with the 
Topography and the Civil History. He 
gives the total Scots valuation of the parish 
at £3213 Hs 3d. The mansion houses were 
three in number. Caimhill ** consists of two 
parts, separated by an area or small space 
between. The oldest part is a tower that 
has alreatly stood the storms of several 
centuries, and is still in good repair and 
habitable." Bamweill is **a neat house, 
built about half a century a:;o '* Underwood, 
a commodious house, was erected about the 
same time.] 

Antiquitits. — Craigie Castle, a very ancient 
building, was at one time the residence of the 
Wallaces of Craicie, but is now in a state of 
dilapidation. The castle has been surrounded 
with a moat enclosing alx>ut four acres of land ; 
and the cntrar.ce into it was at the south-west 
side by a drawbridge. 

There still exist some artificial mounds, 
(named law-hills), (m which, in former times, 
persons guilty of crimen, real or supposecl, are 
said to have been tried ; but some of them 
appear to have been military encampments, 
especially the one on Barnweill hill, and 
another near Campcastlc. 

Population. — Amount of population in 1801, 
786 : IHll, 767 ; IS21, 803 ; 1831, Wl\ ; 1841, 
779. 

Iniluntry. — This parish is entirely agricul* 
tural. 

There are three limestone quarries, and there 
is one tile-work, lately erected, which pro<luces 
good tiles, and is oi great advantage to the 
farmers. 

The parish contains coal of different kinds, 
l»oth what is termetl dross and cannel coal. 
The coal has l)een wnuight in several places, 
and at different times, and at one of the works 
very lately, but the working is now discon- 
tinued as unprofitable. 

The narish contains al>out 6300 imperial 
acres, all fit for cultivation, except alwut thirty 
acres of hills. There are also alwut forty acres 
of meailow, on which water is kept during 



winter for the use of oom-milU. Pftrt of the 
hilly ground might be onltivated, Irat whether 
profitably or not, is donbtfaL About thirty 
years affo, the uncultivated hilly land waa 
double of what it is now. 

There is only one com-mill, yiz. HenghmilL 
The loch attached to this covers aboat twenty 
acres of the meadow-land. There are other 
two lochs, viz. Fail loch, partly in this pariah« 
and partly in Torbolton ; the mill driven oy the 
water of this loch is in Torbolton parish. Loch 
Brown is partly in three parishes, viz., Craigie, 
Mauchline, and Torbolton. The mill driven bj 
its water is in the parish of Manchline. This 
loch covers nearly a hundred acrea, and ia not 
dry in summer ; and perhaps more than the 
half of it is in this parish. 

The rental of the parish may amount to 
£7700 ."tterling, and the average rent per 
imperial acre, exclusive of woods, ia £1 6a. 

The length of lease is generally nineteen 
years. A general improvement m agricnltore 
has taken place ; ploughing is neatly executed, 
and the comers of the fields, and aometimea 
the bonlers of the hedges delved where the 
plough cannot reach ; many of the ffraas-fielda 
are cleared of thistles and other weeds, and the 
hedges generally are well kept. But the 
fpreatest improvement is that of furrow-drain- 
ing. One of the proprietors, in order to have 
the <lraining on his property thoron^ly 
executed, pays the whole expense of draining, 
except the carting of the tiles, and chargea hia 
tenants about four per cent, per annum on hia 
expenditure ; anottier pays the tilea at the 
kilns, charging the tenants Is per thousand 
tiles, which comes to nearly five per oent. per 
annum ; other proprietors assist a little, but the 
greater part of the draining is at the 
of the tenants. 

The farm-houses are substantial and 
modious. About a half of the fann-hoi 
now sUted, and three of them are of two 
stories. 

Produce. — In pasture, 3613; in oats, 1426; 
in beans, 128—5167 acres. In ryegrasa, 790; 
in wheat, 13 ; in potatoes, 102 — R35 acrea. In 
meadow, 100 ; in barley, 6 ; in tomipa, 2S— 
131 ; and in wood, pUnted for ornament or 
shelter, 167 acres. Total land in the pariah of 
Craigie, 6300 acres. 

The average size of the farms is about 90 
imperial acres. The above is exclusive of tha 
tunipike and parish roafls, and of that part of 
Loch Brown that is flooded m fummer, ao that 
the whole coutenu of this parish are abore ten 
square miles. The produce of the oata per acre 
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it from thirty-two to sixty-four imperial bnahels, 
aTOTAge forty-eight bujibels per acre. The 
average prodooe of beana is titrenty-foar biuhela 
per acre. Potatoes average about eight tons 
per acre; turnips average about sixteen tons 
per acre: ryegrass weighs about twenty-six 
cwU of 112 lbs. each ; and meadow hay weighs 
about twenty-eight owt. per imperial acre on 
an average. Pease are included along with the 
beans. Perhaps there may be five or six acres 
of p e as e . The barley is mostly sown for family 
use. Little flax is sown, and tew field-cabbages 
are raised, perhaps not more than an acre of 
each. 

Live-Stock — The live-stock is as follows: 
148 horses and mares fit for work ; 25 bulls, 
769 milk oows ; 437 young cows, including 

aoeys, stirks, and calves to be reared ; 293 
beep, mostly of a mixed breed ; and 145 swine. 
The milk of the cows is for the most part 
manufactured into sweet milk cheese, and the 
yearly produce of each cow is 2} cwU to 3| 
cwt. ; the average h 3 cwt. The whey is 
mostly used in feeing swine. 

PAROOHIAL KGONOMY. 

MkdeaioHical StcUe, — The church was built in 
1776, and the manse in 1808 and is in sood 
repair. The stipend consists of sixteen chalders 
of ffrain, one-half oatmeal, and the other half 
barley, paid by the fiars price of (the county, 
and £10 to provide communion elements. The 

flebe contains about five acres, aud is worth 
110 per annum. The patronage belongs to 
James Camnbell, Esq. of Craigie. 

One hunared and twentv'-eight families be- 
long to the Established Church ; 3 families 
belong to the United Secession ; and of other 
9 families, part go to the Established Church, 
and part to the Secession. 

EduecUion. — ^There are two schools in the 
parish, the parochial school, and one in the 
south-west end of the parish, at Underbills, 
near Bamweill, and no additional schools are 
required, as the east end of this parish has the 
advantage of schools in the vicinity, one in the 
parish ul Galston, and another in the parish of 
Mauchline. The schoolroom at Underbills is 
given free of rent by the proprietor, and the 
teacher is supported bv the school-fees. 

The parochial school-house was built in 1807. 
The schoolmaster's salary is the maximum ; and 
the average amount of school-fees per annum 
for ten years is about £20 sterling, making the 
schoolmaster's income about £54 per annum, 
exclusive of house and umrden. 

Friendly Societies. — There are two Friendly 



Societies for males only, and their expenditure 
yearly is from £60 to £70. 

Poor. — The average number of persons re- 
ceiviuK parochial aid is 12, who are paid 
monthly from the poor's funds. A few others 
receive aid occasionally. The average sum paid 
to each of these twelve is £4 2s 5d per annum. 
Three of these have about £6 each ; the rest 
have considerably less than the average. The 
annual average amount of oontributions for 
relief of the poor for the last nine years is 
£51 19s Id. 



SYMINGTON. 

Caledonia, 

When William the Lion succeeded his brother 
Malcolm in 1165, the lands of Symontoun were 
held undei Walter, the first Stewart, by Svnum 
Loccard, frum whom the place obtainea the 
name of SymowUoun. Ttie same Symon 
Loccard also held s manor in Lanarkshire which 
acquired from him the same name of ^^ymon^otm. 
He was succeeded m both those estates by his 
son, Malcolm Loccard, who granted to the 
monks of Paislev, in pure alms, for the salvation 
of the soul of \\ alter, the son of Alan, six acres 
of hind ** in VUla Symonis de Kyil " (Chart. 
Paisley). Symon Loccard, who thus gave his 
name to Symonstoun in Kyle, and Symonstoun 
in Lanarkshire, was the progenitor of the Lock- 
harts of Lee, and of other families of the same 
name. The church of Symonstoun was granted 
to the Convent, which was founded at Peil or 
Faile, in Kyle, during the year 1252 ; and it 
continued to belong to that Convent till the 
Reformation (MS. I^ntal Book). The cure was 
served by a vicar pensioner, who had a settled 
income and a tflebe ; and the minister and 
brothers of Fail enjoyed the remainder of the 
tithes and revenues. 

[Note by Chalmers.— There belonged to the 
vicaraffe of Symontoun, in Kyle, a glebe 
exten<ung to forty shillings land of old 
extent, which was ^pranted in fee farm to 
Cunningham of Capnngton about the time of 
the Re&rmation.— ^quisit. Special] 

In Bagimont's Roll, as ii stood in the reign of 
James v., the vicarsge of Symontoun, in tha 
deanery of Kyle, was taxed £2 13s 4d, being a 
tenth of its estimated value. After the 
Reformation, the patronage of the church of 
Symontoun passed through several hands, and 
was at length acquired by the Earl of Eglinton. 
It still continues in that family, being at pre* 
sent held by Lady Mary Montgomery. Tha 
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pariah church of Symontoun is old, and the 
time of its erection is unknown. It was 
thoroughly repaired at the middle of the 
eighteenth century, but it is dark and too 
small. It stand9 at the village of Symontoun, 
which contained 204 inhabitants in 1792. 

Statint iral A rrou ut, 

[N<»TK. — The account of Symington was con- 
tributed by the Rev. \\ illiam Logan, the 
minister of the parish, and appears in Vol. 
v., published in 1793.] 

Sifuafiout Bxftnf, .9oi7, ^Sitr/arr, «(v. — The 
pariith of Symington, in the shire of Ayr, in the 
SyncMl of Glasgow and Ayr, and in that district 
of the county calle<l Kyle Stewart, aflfords few 
materials for statisiical investigation, as it con- 
tains neither any antitjuities, natural curiosities, 
nor has been the scene of any singular or 
eventful transactions. The length of the parish 
from S. \V. to X.K. is little more than 4 miles, 
and its mean breadth alK>ut a mile and a 
quarter. The soil, in geneial, is clayey, a few 
nelds excepte<l of a fine vegetable mould, on a 
bottom of rotten nx'k. It presents a surface 
beautifully diversified with gentle rising 
grounds and sloping Helds. The public roaa 
from Port )>at rick to (ilasgoM* and Edinburgh, 
one of the most pleasant and Ih'si frcijuented 
in North Britain, runs tlic whole lenj/th of the 
pjiiiHli ; which, in thi^ district, is made of xeify 
durable maierials, lieing land or whin stones 
oolU't'ted off the liehls, l>eutcn small, laid on to 
a great thickness, and kept in exv-ellent repair. 
On every ^ide there is an easy descent for the 
mill water to run into the ditches, which 
are well scoured from time to time. This 
road from the Monkton road till it reaches 
the miiMle length of Svmin^'ton, rises 
by ^ gradual ascent, and from thence 
descends to Kilmarnock. On the highe?'t parts 
within the parish, the traveller is presented 
with extensive, Usiutiful, grand, and diversi- 
fied prosjM'cts, connisting of the \\i«le and fertile 
plains of Kyle mu\ Cunninghamc, with their 
numerous ench)9Uie.'«, )>clts, cluin|)s of planting, 
and centlcmcn's seats. These most rich and 
delightful views are Ijounded on the south, 
east, and north by distant cloud-capped 
mountains, and on the we^^t by the tirtli of 
Clyde, in which are seen the niagnilicent 
and nave-surrouniled rock of Ailsa, the inland 
of Arnin, with its towering summits, and the 
ships Siiiling to and from Ayr, Irvine, Salt- 
coats, (ireenock, and Port •( Glasgow. 

H'«/'/*, Climatt\ and l)is*'aAK. — There are no 
riveiH in the pariHh, nor even a stream which 



deserves the name of a rimlat ; bat \hm ia- 
habitants are generally supplied with exealUot 
water from open springs or from sunk wells. — 
From the quality of the soil and the local situa- 
tion of the parish, the air is dry and salabrions. 
The clouds which rise from the Atlantic, being 
attracted by the distant hills on every side, 
float in fogs on their summits ; and, when they 
break into rain, the sreatest part of it faUs on 
them. Hence the inhabitants ai-e remarkably 
healthful, and no local distempers of any kind 
prevail among them. Even when they are 
visited by the natural small-pox, the diaease is 
generally more mild than in the neighbonring 
parishes. Innoculation has only taken place in 
two or three instances, and it were earnestly to 
be wisheil that the minds of parents coold be 
reconciled to a<lopt that happy method of 
saving their offspring from the ravages of a 
most virulent disease. There are no remarkable 
instances of longevity ; but what is of mors 
importance than a few accidental examples of 
uncommon old age, great numbers enjoy the 
blessings of health and strength to an advanced 
period of life, and a few are living at present 
who, l)etween 80 and 90, can undergo consider- 
able fatigue in their respective calling and 
with cheerfulness entertain the young with the 
tales of former times. 

Improirmentx. — About aO years ago, this 
parish, like others in the neighbourhood, was 
almost in a state of nature. At that period 
there were no cnclosuies, except the glebe, 
and a few acres atljuining, which, sbuut 70 
years ago, were inclosed with hedge rows. Th« 
country in winter was a naked waste, scarce a 
tree appeared to gratify the windering eye, 
except a few about the seats of residing heritors; 
and the roads were all deep and unformed. 
The unmanured and half ploughe<l fields yielded 
scarcely three returns ; which, after aervanU' 
wages and a trifling rent were paid, afllbrded 
only a scanty sulwistence for the farmer and his 
family. Al>out the ^'ear 1740 the proprietor 
of the lands of D.inkeith, who was a bachelor, 
and residc<l occasionally, planteil with tast« 
several belts and clumps on his propcfiy, 
dressed a few of his flehls ^ith compost, and 
was among the first who introduce*! rye-gnas 
into Ayrshire ; but as he did not reaida 
constantly, his improvements were partial, nor 
were the minds of his neighbours sufficiently 
enlarge<l to adopt the example he hadaet them. 
They continuetl their wretched hosbaodryt 
without any attempt to meliorate or improTt 
the soil, until alx>ut 20 years aso, when iha 
lands of Rosemount, on theS.\\. end of tbt 
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parUh, wore fertilised and beautified by the 
•kill and attention of the proprietor, who holds 
them mostly in his own possession. This gen- 
tleman, distinguished by fortune and puolio 
spirit, began to improve his parental inherit- 
ance wiih an ardour and assiduity becoming an 
enlightened and generous mind. He laid out 
bis fields with taste, snrrounded them with 
plant! 112, enclosed them with proper fences, 
and meliorated a naturally cold, stiff, and clayey 
•oil with calcareous and other manures. The 
good ( ffects of hi6 improvements soon appeared 
not only on his own property, but also <m that 
of other proprietors, who laudably imitated the 
example, and, in a short time, similar improve- 
ments were made through the whole pr.rish, 
which was enclosed and made arable ; and the 
land, which )>cf(>ro that perioil was let, on an 
average, for 28 6d per acre, is now let at £1 Is. 
It is a singular fact and worthy of remark, th-it 
the rental of the lands of Koseniount, which, at 
the perio<l alxjve mentioned was only €70 per 
annum, tind thought to be high, is now nearly 
ten times the value ; and about 20 acres of 
that property which was then let for one pound 
ofhuHtr ju-r arrt^^ and lielieved to \ye a fair rent, 
is now let at £1 oh. From a spirited and well 
manage<l husbandry, not only the value of these 
lands is thus surprisingly increased, but also 
the population ; for besides a number of 
labourern from the neighljourhooil, who find 
constant employment, and unmarried servants, 
there are 17 families in separate houses, with a 
numerous and healthy progeny, well lodgeil, 
fed, and clot lied, where formerly there were 
but 7, every way poorly accommo«late<l. 

Atfriru/furt and Pnxlncf. — The mode of cul- 
ture generally practi>H;<l in the parish is this : 
P'very farm is divide<l into three |«arts. Each 
of these is plowed in ittt turn for '^ years, and 
remains in grass for other two. The tenant is 
bound to sow grasd seedn with the third year's 
crop, and is* allowed only to cut his hay for one 
season. This, however, deprives him of the 
power of trying any useful experiments, or of 
using any other kind of rotation : which, per- 
haps, might Ix* more advantageous to himself, 
and more improving lo the soil. Henje the 
principal pro<luctions arc oats and l)ear, with 
some b.irley. Wheat is rei*kon«Hl to be a pre- 
cariouH crop, and very little of it is raise*), from 
a conviction that two crops of oats are more 
proHtablf. tJreen cro|», such as turnips, 
pease, and l»eanH, are sown in small (luantities, 
though the soil si^emn excellently adaptcni for 
the latter. There is lime in the parish and in 
the neigiilKMirlMMMl. lOi) In>11m, consisting of 3 



Winchester bushels each, when slacked, are 
commonlv laid on each acre before it is broke 
up by the plough. After this manure, the 
farmer may expect, when the seasons are 
favourable, two excellent successive crops of 
oats, yielding generally from 6 to 10, which 
may be estimated to produce, at an average, 7 
returns. Little lint is raised but for domestic 
use. Potatoes are only raised for the same 
purpose, or feeding of cattle. The farms at 
present in lease are 25. Two of these consist of 
about 200 acres each, one of 16(>, two 120, two 
100, two between 70 and 80, six from fiO to 60, 
five from 30 to 40, and the rest from 25 to 12, 
besides a few acres rented by some of the 
villagers. New leases for 19 years are granted 
at from 17s to £1 5s, and some land about the 
village at £1 lOs per acre. Many of the tenants 
being bomid to pay the oess and statute lalM>ur, 
the Utter is commute<l at £1 5s on each £UM> 
Scotch of valued rent. 

Cattle, d-r. — There are in all alwut 100 
horses in the parish; some are hireil for 
farm work during the winter and spring. 
The price of draught horses is generally from 
£20 to £25. All the ploughs except one or two 
are of the Scotch kind, and drawn by three 
horses, l)ecause the soil, in general, is deep, 
clayey, and stiff. —There are about 2iM) (h>ws 
of a middle size, and generally of agoo<l milk 
kind, giving from 10 to 14 Scotch pints per 
day. 

[NoTK by the Rev. Wm. Logan.— 2320 s'ones 
of excellent sweet milk cheese are maile yearly, 
which, at 7s per stone, is £812; llfiO stones 
of skimme<l milk cheese at 48 per stone are 
£232. 385 stones of butter, at 12s p<T stone, 
are £232. The value of cheese and butter 
made in the parish is €1276, which, ai an 
average, is £4 8s per cow. Little milk is 
sold m the parish, as ni<»st of the villagers 
keep one or two cows. Three fourths of the 
butter and jheese arc sold in Ayr, Kilnmr- 
nock, <ila8gow, and other places. It may l>e 
thought that this is a %*ery profitable produce 
to the farmer or cowkeeper ; but let it lie 
c<msidere<l that his rent is high, and the 

f>rice of his cows generally from £7 to £9 per 
lead ; that to manage a dairy well re<juire« 
expense, lalmur, and at tent ian, and the hire 
of maid servants, who understand it, is from 
£3 10s to £4 per annum. The wages of men 
ser\-ants, who can plow, are fn>m £8 to £9. 
Those who kei*p cows and rent no land pay 
£2 for the grass of each, and it will cost from 
£1 5s to £1 IUh to maintain them through the 
winter. The balance on their produce is bat 
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a trifling rewikrd for the time, cost, c&re, uid 

atMntion bestowed on thrm.] 

The young ones reared annunlly may l>e 
hetwcti 50 and 60. Few caltls are fattened, 
for ihey do not yesriy exceed 130. The pro- 
titain IhiB way, no duubt. arc fluctualiug, ard 
depend on tlie rise and fall of tlie markets for 
lean and fat cattle ; yet, aa feeding is attended 
witli loss trouble anil expeusc than the manage- 
mt'nl uf the (lairy, it may be frei[Denlly more 
odraatageoUB. The sheep are mostly of the 
donieslicatcd and iinproi-cd kiiirl, but the en- 
closures are too sniall for their walk, anil they 
Are dvslniotive to (he heilges. 

I'illttijr and I'-i/iula/ion, — The villo^^e of 
Symington is most delightfully silualed in the 
centra of tbu parish. It staads on a rocky 
uround, and alHiuods in most excellent water 
from the purest sprinn. It contains r)6 
families, of separate dwellings. Two of these 
families consist of HI persons each, tAO of 9, 
(our of 7, tonr of B, six of .'., four of 4. nine of 
3, sixteen of -2, and nine houwa or rooms are 
inhabite<l h\ individuals; in all -JOt inhabitants. 
It i) to \ie regretted that in so lino a situation 
the houses are not built in such onler as to 
form a regular street. The (lopuiBtion of the 
parisli hat increased within these ;W years, 
owing rhic'fly lo the many married ploughmen 
and laliourers who live on the laD<lB of Rose- 
mount. Une fourth part of lite inh^hitanls in 
the country part of the parish reside there, 
although these lands i-nnsist only of about a 
sixth of the surface, and an: mostly in the pro- 
prietor's own poswssion. 

SlHli^Hral To/i/'. — U'tigtb in KnKlish miles. 
4i brea<lth, I); imputation in M92, QIU : 

Xof births for H years preewling 1791, 18; 
teaths, S : "f marriages, .'>}. Iiihabitaiiti in 
the village, 'AH: inhabitants in the country, 
4(M ; nnmlivr of males, 'J9.'> ; numlier of fema'es, 
?tl,'i ; numlier of personx under 10 years of age, 
I.VI ; peisiins Iwlween III and 20, U'i ; perwns 
bclweiu -JO and »>, !•> ; persons lietween 30 
and 40, »2; persons Wtween 4J| and .'lO, 79; 
peraonii lietween •'Ml and 6H, i>i : persons lietueen 
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Umilie.. 1.^1 ; numlK-r of married persons, 1S4 ; 
nun.U-r of wi.lower-. H : nuniU-r of widows. -23. 
Nnmlicr of nn'mliers of the l-j>liili1iilied Cburi'b, 
alnul 5<I0. Xumlwrof familii's of Anliburgher 
Rectxiere, ;l : nnmUr of Ilnr>(herdo., I. Num. 
berof perwnsUiniio Ireland. ,-> ; numlier of 

tng, !) ; number of clergymen, I ; numlier of 



school masters, 1 ; number of farmers above CjO 
a-year, 15 ; number do. under £50, 9 ; namber 
of keepers of alehouses, 2 ; namber of smiths, 
apprentices inclndad, 5 ; number of maaona, I ; 
number of Wrights, 3 ; number of weaTBra, 10 ; 
number of shoemakers, 7 ; number of tailors, 5 ; 
numberof millers. 2; number of cooper*. I ; 
number of hosiers, 1 ; number of male servaata 
unmarried, 30; number of female do., 37; 
number of plough- makers, 2 ; number of day 
labourers, '25 ; number of poor, S ; ninn- 
bcr of young persons lausbt English, writ- 
ing, &c. , from 40 lo 50; nutnbcr of ploughs, 31; 
valued rent, in .'^scotch money, nearly 1*2000 ; 
real lenl, in sterling, nriHO ]7»->, about £3000 ; 
Dumber of draught ho raes. 9.i; number of aoddk 
do., H ; number of carriage do., 4 : number of 
young do. . I.t ; numlier of sheep, 200 ; ntunber 
of black cattle, about 500. 

Annual /'iw/urt.— Crops: Oats, 644 OCTM ; 
bear, barley, and wheal, 190 acres; beans, pease, 
and potatoes, 132 acres : in pasture, plaoting, 
and meadow hay, 1934 acres. 
TNoTE by ilie Rev. William Logon.— The msaoo 
lIso a fanner, but mason work is likewias 



perConiicd reasonably liy the cooper 

r very useful and expnt 
raft employments. Tba 



plough n 



daydsbourers arc all marrieil, and are cither 
hired by the <lay or the year at the lime quar- 
ries, &c. The wages of tradesmen and 
lalmurers are the same as in the neighbonriity 

Crisbes; and the prices of provisions are rego- 
eil by the markets of Ayr and Kilinanwck. 
The total proiluce of oats ptr aHuum is about 
4.VNI bolN. These bolls measure 8 Winches- 
ter bus lieU each. Of these oats 2123 boUs 
were milled last year in the jiariih,] 
ChHrrh ai-t lI'riior..—Tht church is oU, 
and bears no date ; it is also dork, and too 
small. About 40 years ago, it received a 
thorough re,iair, lieiiia furnished with Dew 
pews, all painted, and the roof was plaistered- 



repairi 

I the parish, wbeie 

•d. are still goo^i I 

rbe Karl ol Egli 



period. The walls ai 

aaiil to have grown in , ___ 

is now no natural wood, are still Boo^i but iba 
ceiling U'gins lo fait. Pie Karl ol Eglinloo is 
patron. The stipend ii 11)6 bolls 2 firlola of 
meal. 13} bolls licar, and, by a late decreet of 
the I'ourl nf Teinds, i35, with £4 3* 8d lor 
communion elements, making in all, at tlis 
old conversion, £1*10 ; but, according to tba 
average price of meal and bear for some jears 
past, Its real viiluc may be £120, exclnsire of 
the glebe, whi'-h is not 4 acre*. Id 17M. Um 
heritors, imsoliL-itMt. and with a libmklitj 
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which diiUDgoiBhM their ohancter, built a 
Urfgtt ooaQmodioiii, solMtaiitia], and well- 
fimabed manae and ofiKoea. The two principal 
residing heriton live in elegant modem hooaes, 
pleaiantlv eitnated. One of theee in particular 
oommanaii the view of a rich, various, and 
extensive landscape; and though by no means 
in an elevated situation, yet part of 13 different 
counties are seen from the top of the house. 
The fields, orchard, garden, and pleasure 
grounds around it do honour to the judgment 
and taste of the proprietor. 

School cmd Poor. — In 1788, a house, with a 
slated roof, was built for the schoolmaster, 
consisting of a school-room, kitchen, and small 
bed-room. The salary is only 100 merks 
Scotch, or £8 8s 8d sterliog. The fees of the 
master are : for teaching English Is 6d per 
quarter; for writing, 28 ; for arithmetic, 2s 6d, 
with some small emoluments as session- 
clerk and for registering baptisms and 
marriages. The whole does not exceed £23. 
The number of poor in the parish who, at 
present, receive aid from the charitable 
funds, are, 2 poor widows with their young 
families, 3 infirm and aged persoms, and 1 in- 
sane There were more till of late. They re- 
ceive a large monthly allowance, and none are 
permitted to go a-l)eKging. Before they are re- 
ceived on the roll they must acknowledse the 
session to have a claim on their effects it thev 
leave any. As the great load from Portpatrick 
to Glasgow, &c., runs through the parish it is 
infested with Irish vagrants, and with sturdy 
begffars from the neighbouring towns. Our 
funas for the poor on the session roll, are the 
weekly collections, which, at an average, is 6s 
per week, making £15 128 per annum, and the 
interest of £260 accumulated in former times, 
when few or no poor were on the box. This 
sum is lent out on proper security, and brings 
yearly about £12 48, which, with the collections 
amount to £27 168, and is adequate to the pre- 
sent exigencies of the poor ; but some years 
past, when they were more numerous, the ses- 
sion, who manage the funds, with the consent of 
the heritors, were obliged to encroach upon a 
few pounds of the capital. Besides assistance 
to regular pensioners, occasional supplies are 
siven to distressed families. No parish, per- 
napd, bestows more liberally on the poor. It 
appears from an old session record, that, about 
70 years aso, the weekly collections, at an 
average, did not exceed 8d sterling. 

Chararftr. — The inhabitants of this parish in 
general are sober and industrious, attentive to 
their respective callings, and exemplarily re- 



imlar in their attendance on divine ordinances. 
They are, for the most part, moderate in their 
religious sentiments, charitably disposed, and 
seem contented with their condition. They 
have a taste for dress, and young women of the 
middle, and even of the lower ranks, would 
now blush to be seen in the blue cloaks, red 
plaids, and plain caps, which only 20 years ago 
adorned their sex : Nay even the scarlet 
mantle, which lately was a badge of distinction 
among the daughters of farmers, is now des- 
pised; and, O temporal Omorti<! the silk- worms 
of the East *nust be pillaged to deck the heads 
and 8houldei*8 of our milk -maids. The bonnet- 
makers of Kilmarnock no longer find demand 
for their manufacture from the servant men 
and labourers in this part of the country ; but 
hats are worn both by men and boys of all 
ranks. Our youn^ men are not to be seen, at 
church or market, m a coat of their mother's 
spinning, but dress themselves in English 
broad cloths, fashionable cotton stripes, and 
fine linen. Every stripling, \%» soon as he 
arrives at puberty, must have a watch in his 
pocket; whereas, only 40 years ago, there were 
but 3 in the parish. 

Advantatjfii and J)iti€nlixiufa*ifH. — The parish 
derives several a<lvantages from its local situa- 
tion, which is in a populous, well-cultivated 
district of the countr>-, and not above 6 or 7 
miles from three princiiMil market towns, where 
the farmer finds readv sale for the produce of 
his dairy and farm . Both limestone and coal 
are in the parish The latter, at present, is 
not wrouffht, but it a))ounds in the neighbour- 
hood, and the roads to the pits and quarries 
are all in excellent repair. The farms are well 
inclosed and divided, and the tenants comfort- 
ably lodged. But among the many advantages 
of the parish, there are a few disadvantages, 
and the want of manufactures in the village is 
none of the least. An individual, for 3 years 
past, has made an attempt to carry on a branch 
of the woollen manufacture, by which he 
employs a few spinsters ; but want of stock 
obbtfes him often to purchase the materials on 
credit, and consequently, at a high price ; and 
to sell the produce instantly, at whatever ready 
money it will bring. Were moilerate feoa 
granted, and encouragement given to woollen 
or cotton manufacturers to settle here, the 
pleasantness of the situation, the purity of the 
air, the excellence of the water, the goodness of 
the roads, the nearness of coal, and the vicinity 
of Symington to so many market towns, would 
render it a most eligible place. Were such 
branches carried on to any considerable extent* 
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the property around would be rendered still 
more valuable, and old and yount; who oould 
work miffbt be profitably employed. There are 
2 com milh in the parish, where, when sup- 

SUe<l with water (which fails in frost or 
rought), the best oat-meal in the country is 
made ; but this advantage is clogged with a 
material disadvantage. Many of tha tenants 
are restricted to a heavy thirlage, which is a 
pernicious check on agriculture, and is a 
speoieg of vassallage that ought to l>e abolished 
in every civilised and improving country. 

MtMrfilaneotiH ObH€rixUionft. — There are only 
two houses where ale and British spirits are 
sold ; one in the village, which is not much fre- 
quented ; and the other by the side of the pub- 
lic road, where the weary traveller may find 
refreshment. — No person l)elonging to the 
parish has been judicially impcacheil or con* 
Yicted of any crime in the memory of the oldest 
inhabitant, except one unfortunate woman, who 
was bjknishe<l many years ago. 

Xtw StcUUfiral Accounf. 

[Note. — The contribution to the new Statistical 
Account is dated March, 1H39, a^ which time 
the minister of the parish was the Rev. 
Thomas Smith Wharrie, A.M. The account, 
however, was drawn up by Mr John Dunlop. 
It is comparatively meagre, and brings out 
few features of interest that are not alrea<ly 
embraced in the preceding contribution.] 

AntiquitUfi. — This parish can scarcely l>oast 
of any antiquities. Formerly there wan a 
round mound called the I^whill, at the foot 
of the village, partly natural and partly arti- 
ficial. When the proprietor, Mr Boyd, in 
improving his land, caused the l^w-hill to l>e 
leveUe<l with the a<ljaoent tiold, those employe<l 
in doing so found, bi no great deptii from the 
surface, several nrrow hcatU made of iron, most 
of them barl>ed, and very rutlely conHtructe<l. 
They also found comlwj niswle of horn in a pretty 
gooif Hlato of preservation. These are in the 
possession of William H. Boyd of Townend, 
and the Rev. Mr Wharrie. There is also an 
eminence near Helenton called the Mntehill, 
upon whi;h a ruin stands, but of which tradi- 
tion takes no notice. 

[Notk. Motlcrn buildings inclu<led William- 
HeM HoUHo, its coMt, with surrounding 
improvfinents, upwards of £'J<'>,O^M», Other 
houi^es wen* Tuwueiid, Dankeiih. ami Hose- 
mount. 

The jMipulation in ISOI was 6<W ; 1811, 
6:>») ; IS-JI. 744 ; ls:U, SH4 ; iSiiS. «2:i. The 
decn-a«c in the last -mentioned year wa* tlue 



to the departure of workmen when WilliMn- 
field House was finished. The villa^ popu- 
lation in 1838 was 276. In the three ymn 
preceding 1839 there were 8 illegitimate 
births in the parish. 

The acreage of the parish, 96dO; in planta- 
tion, about 300 ; the remiundei nearly all 
arable and under cultivation. The woodi 
included ash, alder, beeoh, birch, elm, larch, 
silver, spruce, and Scotch firs. Averaffe rent of 
land about £1 15s the imperial acre, out •ooie 
around the village as high as £3 12ii. Cowv 
grazed in summer for about £3 each ; sheep 
at about £1 each during both summer and 
winter. There were about 400 dairy cows in 
the parish, and 121 youutf cattle ; about 90 
Cly(iesdale horses, and 14 young horeea, 
besides alx>ut 41 horses used for harness and 
the saddle ; about 92 swine, many of the 
cottars not thinking themselves comfortabla 
without swine of their own feeding ; and 
550 sheep, Cheviot, Leicester, and blackfaced. 
The land nad lieen very much improved in recent 
years by furrow-draining. Ltases ran from 
sixteen to nineteen years. The average groaa 
amount of raw produce raised in the parish 
was, as nearly as could be ascertained, £10,080 
15s.] 

EccUMOiiticai StcUt. — The parish church is 
situated near the centre of the parish, being 
about two miles distant from its Urthect 
extremity. At what time it was built, is 
uncertain. It received an addition in ]797« 
when the whole underwent a sufficient repair. 
It can accommodate with ease 400 people. 
There are thirty or forty free sittings in the 
churcli. 

The manse was built about the year 1786. 
and rc-slated in 1838. The stipend cx>nsists of 
120 Im)11s of oatmeal, and 120 oolls of barley, 
Linlithgow measure, payable by the Bar prices 
of the county, lietiides L.22 Is in money, and 
L.8 6s 8d for communion elements. The glebe 
contains about five imperial acres, and may be 
worth about L.15 per annum. 

There is a Disseniing meeting held once a 
fortnight in a garret room ; but there are not 
above five or six Dissenting families in the 
parish. Divine service i<s generally well 
attended by all rank^ of people. The number 
of communicants are about *240, not including 
strangers who join in that ordinance. 

The churcli collections for the poor average 
almut L.26 a year. 

Edurnfion. — The parochial school is the ooljr 
one in the parish where from seventy to eighty 
children are taught Knglish grammar, writings 
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arithmetic, Latin, Greek, French, &c. The 
salary of the schoolmaster is L.34 5s lOd. The 
school fees may average about L.40 a year. 
The schoolmaster has a dwelling-house, school- 
room, and garden. 

Poor and Parorhial Fund**. — About eiffht 
poor people receive monthly 5s each, besides 
naving their house rents paid out of the poor's 
fund. A coQsiderable number also receive 
assistance, wlio arc not on the monthly roll of 
paupers. The annual amount of collections 
made at the church for behoof of the poor, is 
about L.26 ; the poor have also the interest of 
LlOO, left by the late Mrs FuUerton of Rose- 
mount. 

When the fundu for the support of the poor 
have l)cen expended the heritors voluntarily 
subscribe, according to their respective valua- 
tions, for what may be require<l for that 
purpose. 

/mim, d-r —There are six houses in the parish 
where spirits and ales are sold ; three of these 
are in the village, the other thrf^e are on the 
Glasgow and Portpatrick road, where the stage- 
coaches and niaiU change horses. 

Fftfi, —Coal is the only kind of fuel used in this 
parish : it is procuretl from Fairlie, Gatehea<l, 
and Caprington coal-pits, in the adjoining 
parishc'8 of Dundonald and Riccarton. 



ST QUIVOX. 

Ca/edonia. 

The parish of St Quivox was, uucienily, called 
Sanrhar or Sftif-rhar. This name was dcri%*e<l 
from the (taelic Stanrhaer^ signifying the old 
fort. The places named Sanchar, in Nithsilale 
and in Moray, derived their names from the 
same source. In charters of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, the name was written 
Senerhar or Sanchar. In sulisetiuent times it 
was changed to San<juhsr, the quh being sub- 
8titute<l for the rh. The church of Sanchar ap- 
pearn, in V2\'2, to have l)een then a rectory (Charts., 
rairth-y.) ThiH chun*h, with its property and 
pertinents, was gninte<l by the second Walter 
to the (iilKM'iiiio convent, which he established 
at Dalniulin in 1229 (CharU., Paisley. This 
grant was contirme<l by Alexander II.) When 
this ertablishiient was relinciuishe<l in 1238, 
Walter, the Stewart, granteil the church of 



Sanchar, with all its property and pertin<nts, 
to the monks of Paisley. 

[Note. — This was confirmed by William, the 
Bishop of Glasgow, in 1239. It was also con- 
firmea by the ropes, and it was con6rme<l by 
Alexander the Stewart, the son and successor 
of Walter.] 

The church of Sanchar continued to belong 
to the monks of Paisley till the Reformation, 
though it did not continue to bear the same 
local name. Long before that epoch, the name 
of the patron saint, to whom the church was 
de<licated, had supplanted the local name. At 
the epoch of the Reformation, this church was 
called Saitit Keiy)r*s church, or the church of 
Saint A>ror, and the parish was of course called 
by the same name. Sanchar, however, con- 
tinuf^l to be the name of the several estates 
which were portions of the ancient territory, or 
manor. The name of Saint Kevoc's, which the 
church had borue at the epoch of the Reforma- 
tion, and during the reign of James VI., after- 
wards went through the changes of Saini 
Kei'orLf*Hf Sainf AV^iyji:, Saint (^uti'i'oXt Saint 
QuimXf which last is now the name of the 
church and parish. A Saint Kfi'or nowhere 
appears. Like other pn>perty of the monks of 
Paisley, this parish came first to Lonl Claud 
Hamilton, and settled at last on the Karl of 
Abercom. The patronage of Saint (Quivox 
church has belonged to Oswald of Auchmcruive 
for manv years. 'J'his eittate of Auchinoruive 
lies in tnis parish, and is the same place which 
is called Achenen) in the foundation charter 
of the convent at Dalniulin. The landi« of 
Achinero then belonge<l to Richanl Waleys. 
When St Quivox church was repaired in 1707, 
a new aii«le was built by Oswald oi AurhiniTuive, 
the patron, for the accommodation of his family. 

Sta/iMtiral Arrount. 

[NoTK. — The account of Saint Quivox i» from 
the pen of the Rev. Mr M^Quae. It appears 
in \ ol. VIII., publishe<l in 1793.] 

Extent and Soi/. —The parish of St Quivox 
contains about STiOO acrv« of land, all of which 
is arable, except some part of the banks of the 
river Ayr, which are steep and covered with 
natural wood or plantations. The sod *8 
\'anous ; nearest the sea it is sandy— a small 
part of it is a light gra%*elly soil nith a dry 
bottom : Towards the east it is more clayey, 
and in general has a hard bottom of till or 
rotten rock which makes the uneven surface 
stratum, springy and wet. There are about 
100 acres ot mea<low land ; a pan of which is 
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much injured by the overflowing of a small 
rivulet that is stopped in its course by a mill- 
<lam. There are likewise about 100 acres of 
wood and plantations. The whole parisli has 
been enclosed with hedge and ditch within the 
last 30 or 40 years, and in general the he<lges 
are in a thriving condition. 

Population. —In 1755, the population was 
499. In the country part of the parish there 
are at present 96 families, which contain 490 
souls of all ages. There are two excellent 
modern built mansion houses, pleasantly situ- 
ated on the liiinks of the river ; the one be- 
longing to Mr Oswald of Auchencruive, and the 
other to Mr Campl)ell of Craigie, who reside in 
them occasionally. Two-ihiids uf the parish 
are the properly of .Mr Oswald, and the other 
third is divided among 7 different heritors. 
Three of these farm their own proportv. Thirty 
families live by farming ; 4 ohtcksmiths, 4 
masons, 5 colliers, 4 house carpenters, 3 weavers, 
the remaining 43 are labourers, or poor, or em- 

Sloye<i in different ways al>out the collieries, 
tarried paits, 81 ; widows, 8 ; Imchelors, 5 ; 
widowers, 2 —total, 96. There are 5 married 
men alwve 80 years of age, all poor, except one; 
and their wives above 70 except one. 

Hfiit and Prwlure. — The lands are set from 
I2s to 40s an acre, and even some so high as 
£3 ; but the average tA the whole parish is 
about 20s an acre. There are in the [)arish 
about 132 horses, value £1475, 350 milch cows, 
value £2000, 200 young cattle at £2 value £400, 
200 fat cattle at £5. value £I00r), 1(H carU at 
£4, value £4I6. None of the farmers keep a 
regular stock of sheep on account of their 
hedges. A few are lK)Ugnt in occasionally to be 
fattened foi the butcher, and a few of Knglish 
bree<l are kept as pets. — These together may 
be vjtlued at £50. The annual province of a 
milch cow, Wsides her calf, is from £3 to £4, 
the aveiuge £3 10s.— Butter, 9tl per lib. of 24 
ounces ; and cheese from 2Jd to 6d the same 
weight. 

A'frv'ti//itr*. -As to agriculture, the general 
unu'tioe is to plough the land for 3 years ami to 
lay it out into grass for 6, after which it is 
M^in plouglitMl fur 3 years, and so on during 
the taclc. I^nds are commonly let for 19 years, 
and the alMve course of management i^ specified 
in the tacks ; however, a Ixftter rotation 
of crops is sometimes followetl. 1st, 
Potatoes with dung, or (though seldom) turnips. 
2d, Barley with re<i clover, 10 or 12lb. to the 
acre. 3<1, Re<l clover. 4th, Oats. Then 5th, 
potatoes with dung, and so on as l>efore. This 
IS found to be a goo<l plan on dry land. But 



the staple articles with the farmers here are 
oats and btsar. Small patches only are sown 
with wheat, pease, beans, and barley. Lime is 
tmiversally used as a manure ; it is laid apoa 
the grass a year or two before the 6eld is to be 
plowed ; the quantity about 100 bolls per acre ; 
that is, 200 Winchester bushels of unslacked 
lime, which commonly yield 400 bu*heb oi 
slaked lime. Sometimes it is laid upon a 
fallow, bnt seldom. Lime costs 5d per boll, 
and the carriage 4<1 ; the kilns beinir 6 or 7 
miles distant Hence at the rate of 100 bolls 
per acre, it coets the farmers £3 15s. Thej 
sow for two successive years 6 or 7 Winchester 
bushels of oats per acre, in the month of April, 
and reap from 4 to 10 bolls in the monto of 
September or October. The third year the 
whole dung of the farm is applied as far as it 
will go, for bear, of which they sow 4 bushels 
per acre, and reap from 4 to 7 bolls. Along 
with the l>ear they sow 3 bushels of rvegrass 
seed, 81b of red cloVer, and 5 or 6Ib of white 
clover. The crop of hay is sometimes 200 stone, 
241b to thestone, each acre ; bat more freonently 
does not exoee<i 100 stone. It is nsnally cat 
for two years, then pastured for 4 ; after whidi 
it is plowed for oats. 

}V<njM. — Men servants receive from £8 to £8 
a year of wages. Women servants from £3 to 
£4 a year ; but they are conmionly hired for 
half H year only. A lalx>urer receives a shilling 
a dav ; for mowing hay 18<1 ; a mason 20£ 
The farmers plough with 4 or three horses with 
a driver, or with two horses with a driver, as 
they think the nature of their soil requires ; bat 
most generally with 3 horses and a driver. The 
plough most in use is the Scotch plouffh with a 
curveil mould-board. The price of aU sorts of 
provisions is fixed by the markets at Ayr. 

\Va//ftrtioini, — Abcmt 30 years ago, the late 
Sir Thomas Wallace of Ciaigie began to fen 
houses and gardens from the north end of the 
ol d bridge at Ayr. At that time there were 
not alMve 8 or 10 strag^^ling houses about ^be 
Bridgeend ; and now, in li92, by a gradoal 
increase, there are 250 families li^ng hi 
Wallaceiown, so named after its founder. 
This increase of inhabitants has beenowing. Isty 
to the extensive collieries which have been 
wrought on the Blackhouse estate in this par- 
ish, and on the lands belongin^^ to the com- 
munity of Newton adjoining to it. 2ndt many 
farmers advanceil in life or unwilling to lake 
their farms at a high additional re«i» find 
houses in Wallacetown, to which they 
their capital, and beo^me dealers in 
meal, malt, &c. 3rd, Mechanics of alT 
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flocked into ic, and fened hoaaes or rented thoee 
that were built by others, with a view to pro- 
fit. They are here exempted from the laws or 
ablations of the incorporated trades in the 
Mining royal bnrffh of Ayr. 4th, A consider- 
able number from Ireland and the West High- 
lands settled here as weavers, day-labourers, 
Ac, because they could get higher wages than 
at home. It is a considerable disadvantage to 
this populous and thriving town, that there are 
no established magistrates residing in it ; an 
evil which is the loss likely to be soon remedied 
as the present superior of Wallacetown resides 
at 9. distance, and has little more connection 
with it than to uplift the feu duties. The at- 
tention and activity of the maffistrates in Ayr 
and Newton to preserve sood order in their 
towns often drives disorderly people and 
vagrants of different descriptions into Wallace- 
town. By the activity of some of the principal 
inhabitants, who, from regard to peace and 
ffood order, officiate as constables, this evil has 
been in some degree checke<l ; and the managers 
of the collieries have much merit in their atten- 
tion to the morals of the people employed by 
them. When it is connidered that the inhabit- 
ants are a mixture of English, Irish, and High- 
landers, with the original feuers, who were 
natives of the county of Ayr, it will be found 
that there is as much peace and decency of be- 
haviour among them as can well be expected. 
They are 3 miles distant from the parish church, 
in which they have no strats ; but have good 
opportunitv of attending public worship at the 
church of r^ewton, which is built at the west 
end of one of their streets, or at the Seceding 
meeting house, which stands at the east end of 
it. 

Population of Wailaretoicn. — The town con- 
tains 2oO families, in all 960 souls, 187 married 
pairs, 38 widows, 8 widowers, 7 bachelors, 10 
unmarried women that keep house. 

Religion. — There is one Antiburgher iSecedinff 
minister. Four families in the countiy part of 
the parish, and 20 families in Wallacetown, 
belong to this conffreffation. Three Bunrhers, 
3 Moravians, 3 Methodists, and 10 of theCnurch 
of Kngland. All the rest are of the Established 
Church. 

BaptUmn, — The register of baptisms for the 
whole iNurish is regularly kept, and also the 
register of marriases ; but as many from 
adjoining parishes have burial places in Um 
church-yard of St Quivox, and some are buried 
at the Seceding meeting-house, no exact in* 
formation can m given concerning the number 



of deaths. For the last 8 years there have been 
baptised, m 

Males, Females, Total Married, 



1784 


24 


19 


43 


7 pair 


1785 


33 


23 


m 


18 


1786 


16 


14 


30 


9 


1787 


31 


16 


47 


16 


1788 


20 


13 


33 


14 


1789 


26 


24 


50 


10 


1790 


13 


18 


31 


19 


1791 


21 


16 


37 


13 



184 143 327 98 

The average is 23 males, and nearly 18 females 
bom annually, and about 12 couple married. 

Churrhf Srhootf and. Poor. — The stipend is 

96 bolls of meal at 13s 4d L.64 

20 bolU of bear at 18s 18 

In money 11 8 

L.93 8 
Augmented in 1787, with the unani- 
mous consent of the heritors by 
£2r>, and £2 10s for communion 
elements 27 10 

L.120 18 

The church M-as repaired in 1767, uniformly 
seated, and plaistered by the heritors, and a 
new aile built by the patron, Mr Oswald of 
Auchencruive. There are about 20 on the 
poor's list, who receive only 2s each per month ; 
and evgn this small sUowaiice oomld not be 
afforded them from the weekly collections in 
the church, but the kirk session has received in 
donations and legacies during the last 10 years, 
above £100 which they distribute<l among Um 
poor. 

Day labourers live comfortably upon Is a day; 
all of them in the country, and many in town, 
having small patches of potato around, which 
is of great use to their families, and 
almost without exception their children are 
taught to read and write. The parish sobool* 
master is well qualified io teach these branches 
and arithmetic. His salary is about £12 a 
year, school wages 18d per quarter, and hit 
whole inoome may be about £2% besides a good 
house and ganlen. The house and school-hooM 
were built within these 6 years. 

^Vfio Statutical Acfouni, 

[NoTB.— Theaoouunt of 8t Quivox was draws 
up in 1831, and revised in 1H37, by the IUt. 
Suir M'Qnhae, the minister of the parish.] 

Name. — The name of the parish is ncm 
giiierally written St Qoivox, but sometimes Si 
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Evox. 

to have been writMD St Kevooh. 

■upposed to be derive<l from " Snnela Keaaocha 

F\iyo III CoUa," wbo lived in the reign of 

Hftlcoliii II., kn<i wu distinguished for her zeal 

in promoting monastic ioaiiiutiom. 

Exttiil, Ac. — The parish ia about 5 m ilea in 
bngtb, and 3 in breadth, niiil oontoins about 
50^ acres. It is bounded on the south by the 
river Ayr, and on the eut, nurtli, and west, by 
the parishea o( Tarbolton, Monhlon, and 

TopOiiraphicat Apptarannt.—ln general, the 
mrface of the parish i* level, but tovrams the 
CMtem extremity it becomes more elevated and 
Dae*en. Tlie temperature is mild, the snow 
•carccly ever lying more than two dayi. 
Wea erly winds prevail, whiuh btinu frequent 
■howen from the Allanlic. But the heavier 
rnina ai-e with a aoatherly wind, and with eait 
wind the barometer always uniformly riaee. 
The soil nearest (he aca ia generally light and 
•andy, uritli moas and clay dikes in particular 
p«rtB. These parta are naturally wet from the 
clay lieila which confine the springs ; and the 
■mall inrtioii of higher land in the parish ia a 

drnl.yy aii'l .l/i«'m/o3y. — The geoloKlcal anil 
mineral diaracter of the parisli is of the onler 
of stiatitied rocks IielongiDg to the coul forma- 
tion. The workable ai'ams of ec«l intermediate 
with the other strata are only two— the upper- 
mo«l, a eeam of aliiut four feet in thioknesa, 
being tendiir and frangibU, u-liitat the second 
■earn, <>( nearly the name thickness, ia very 
hard, and n<it eaaily limketi, lieing of 
the i|U;ilily tcriiicl splinl-coal. The two 

Mch oilier. Tbe»! seams of coal are the 
Mme whii-'h have been extensively worked 
Id the wljuining parialiea of Newton and 
PrMtwiek. In the parith of ,St Quivox the 



and »fford good aport to the angler, but then 



I of .: 



work in 



I ]ia< 



ie.1 c 



Expand in aprins, 
lich is Tulsarly 
he young wheats 



almnt tifly or sixty Jyears b«o. The lower 
■cam ha« betn iinlv within iIk'M' few ygars 
litle-i. and iheri' may mimin lt> l>e worked 
aWil lUI'tn'Ti's. Tht' <.-<>al licld is terminateil 
on llie north by a Kreat dike or slip, which 

r«-» nt*r ihi'chiirvh of Si Quivox, running 
a dirivu..(i n.-i.r1y nurth-weM ; alth.-uuh 
trials have 1*.-n iimdi- over thia dike, no wiirk- 
able seam »f iiml hs. Iiern found. There are 
BO Oilier minerala in the parish which are cod- 
lidereil lo lie of value. 

Yellow Irout »tt found in the water of Ayr, 



caterpillar {Aphin laiiitiera\, of ^ti^ic^^ tba 

larre appukr to be deposited in the bud hj tbe 

parent fly in autumn, and which deatroya th« 

bloasom and leaves when they ei 

producing i ' ' "' 

called blighi. 

and turnips hav ^ 

wire-worm, which attacks the roota in April 

and July, and afl«n destroys the white crop. 

It prevail* chiefly in the dry light soils, and 

•eems to be increaae<l in the vicinity of the 

lown by the nse of aahea aa manure. 

No adequate cure for the evil hM boen dis- 
covered i but the consuming of the tumip on 
the ground by aheep, by cooaolidating the aoil, 
aeenis to impede the operations of this dea- 
Iructive insect. The crows, larks, and 

Eheasanla, devour vast numben of theae worma, 
at they destroy also the young plants, by 
plucking ihem up tn seareh of their prey. The 
crows in general disoover the i»«seoce of tba 
insrct by (he unhealthy appearance of the 
blade, and pull only the injnred planL But 
when tliey happen lo alight in great nnmbers 
and in a hungry sf- "~— - *"■'■> -' 
turnips, which ha 
they frequently deslroy the whole Crop in a 

IjUHil-oifiirrt. — The priDcipal land -owners al e, 
Mr Oswald of Auchencruive ; Mr Forbes of 
Callendar ; Messrs Hun'era and Company, 
bankers, Ayr ; am] .Mr Campbell of Cmigie. 

ParofhiaJ Wfi/iVc .vi. — Tlie psrochial rcgialen 
do not extend further liuck than the year 1790, 
bnt since Lhal perio<l th«y have been kept with 
great regularity. 

AMiqniiit*. —Several small earthem tiro* 
were latrly di>i;overeil in levelling a sand-baok 
at Content, supposed to lie Knman. They are 
now in the possesiion of llr .Mernm, Rector of 

houses at Auchencruive au<l Craigie Both an 
finely siluatetl on the bankt of the Ayr, and the 
ganlviiB and grounds at Auchencruive, laid out 
with much taite, arc objects of atlraclion to 
Btranuerii. 

In IT.Vi Ihe population of the fiarish of St 
Qnivox amounted to 409 souls. But a-ion after 
that [wriud, Sir Thomas Wallace of Ctsigie 
began lo feu at ilie bridge enil of Ayr, anJ at 
preaenl, besides an agricultural popnlation ol 
lOTl, WalUcetown and Conlsnt contain 4Z77i 
making in all SMS aoula This inoreaM>lM« 
arisen from the (.-oal-worka in the paritli, aad ia 
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the neighbouring pariBh of. Newton, from the 
general growth of the manufa^&ares of the 
country, and from the demand for Ubourers, in 
consequence of agricultural improvements. 
The inbabitantM of WallacetoHTi and Content 
belong ciiiefly to the poorer class of Irish 
tattlers, and oontti'it of colliers, labourers, and 
weavers employed by tiie manufacturing houses 
in <ihMgow and Pninley There are also a con- 
siderable numl)er of artisans, carters, publicans, 
and shopkeepers, besides an undue proportion 
of stningers from Ireland, wlio have only a pre- 
carious means of sulwistence, and are induced 
to take up their temporary abode here, by the 
cheapness of loilging, and the lil)erality of the 
public of Ayr in supplying their wants. 

Tliere are only live proprietors of land, all of 
the yearly value of £oO and upwanU— and Mr 
Oswald and Mr CamplM^lI are the only residing 
heritors. Numl>cr of families in the parish, 
ll-kJ ; chiefly employed in agriculture, 162; 
trade, manufacture, (tr handicraft, 479. 

The whole r>f the parish is in tillage, with the 
exception of alM)ut 2r)0 airrei covere*l with 
plantations of various ages, consisting of the 
ordinary kinds of forest trees, which are care- 
fully thinned, and are in a thriving condition. 

H* ut. —The average rent of land may be 
stated at about £*2 os per acre. The grazing of 
a milcli cow is from £4 to £.'> ; a t mo -year -old, 
£2 ; a year oM, £1 10s. 

Livf'Htocl.- Tlie Ayrshire breed of cattle are 
in general use, l>eing preferred even for fatten- 
ing, an it is Iwlieved that tliey rise to more 
wciglit in pro|)ortion to the fcMnl they consume, 
and are tit for the butciier at an earlier age 
tlian any other stock with whicii they have 
been compared. Kleven or tweUe p<jund» is no 
uncommon price f<»r bullocks sold to the 
butcher in the month of April, then juf«t two 
years old, and which have l)een well i-eared 
with milk, and fed during the winter with 
turnip. Only a few sheep, as jtels, ai-c bred in 
the parish, and those fed on turnip areKcnerally 
of the black faced kind, bred in the Highlands 
or (lalloway. 

I/uMbcimlry. — HuslNindr}' is in a flourishing 
state, and the land, in possession of a very in- 
telligent and industrious tenantry, har of late 
years been much improve^l. On the light soils, 
win .'li con^pretiend a large pro|K)rtion of the 
p;innli, a live yt-ars' rotation is generally 
olmerved : — I. <Mith ; 2, green crop, consisting 
<if luinip.H, pDt.iioes, carrots or mangel-wurzel ; 
.?, wheat or l»arley : 4, hay, or sown grasses 
pastured ^ith shevp or cowrs ; 5, ptMture. 
Manure for the green cn»ps is purchase^i in Ayr 



at about Tis per cart, but on the farms near the 

town the inhabitants are allowed to plant their 

own potatoes with their manure. The farmer 

works the land, leads the manure, for which he 

is paid, and charges the cottager Is per boll for 

potatoes produced as rent. Turnips, chiefly 

Swedish, are the prevailing sreen crops. Of 

these one- half are drawn to feed bullocks or 

dairy stock, and the other half are consumed 

on the ground by she«;p. On the fann of 

Shiehls, situateil al)out four miles from Ayr, 

occupied by Mr J. Tenant, an extensive dairy 

has Ix^en substituted for the feetiing of bullocks. 

Almut 60 cows are kept in the highest condition, 

l>eing fed in the winter with uoiled Swc^lish 

turnip, carrot, mangel-wurzel, and l>ean meal, 

and are always flt for the butcher when the 

milk fails. The whole of the milk is churnetl ; 

the buttermilk sold in Ayt ; and the butter, 

which, by the mixture of a small (juantity of 

saltpetre with the milk, has l)een entirely freed 

from any unpleasant turnip flavour, is can ietl 

to I*MinDurgh and (Slasgow markets. On this 

farm the practice of fce<ling sheep on turnip, 

and pasturing the sown grasses, instead of 

cutting hay, was flrst intnxluced into the 

parish ; and the laml having now passed three 

or four times thnuigh the rotation on this 

system, is so much improved, that 60 milch 

cows are kept well on the same numl)er of ai^res 

which, at the commencement, liarely supported 

40. 

The light soils in some (Mirts kept in a marshy 
state by springs, have U*en dried by deep liox 
drains coveretl with small stones ; and on the 
stiflf soils, the practice of furrow-draining, \uth 
small brick, stones, or tde, has iH>me into 
general use. On the estate of Blackh«>u8e, 
above ].~»,000 falls of drains of various desi*rip- 
tions have Iteen laid within the last two years. 
The expen-ie is incurre<l by the pn>prietor8, 
who indemnify themselves by a stnall additional 
rent, or receive assistance from the tenants in 
the leatling of the maieriaU. 

The leases of land are generally for nineteen 
year*. On the estate of Auchencruive, the 
tenants are rarely changeti, and the proprietor 
seeks rather to retain men of spirit and 
industry, and to enable them to cultivate the 
land with success, than to b-t the fann to the 
highest bidder. The farm -buildings in the 
whole of the parish are i*ommo«lious and in goo«I 
repair ; and the thorn hedgea, which form the 
enclosures, are well kept, and have been gradu- 
ally improving by the practice which prevail* 
of dressing them when green, with the he^lge- 
hook, in the month of August. 
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Quarr'm. — There ara several quarries of 
exmllcDt Freestone in the p«rUh, uiil three 
coal-pits conslanlly workad, which proiluce coal 
of Komt ({Qatity. 

Prodacf. —The amonnt ol raw Dnxlii^e raiwd 
in the parish may be stated u follows ; — 
l>i<><lu<-« nf grain ofsllklrulx being IW 



Thinn 



Ln.I (riling ..I 



Hxl, 



in<l i|> 



£13,508 
In the alH've slMcniciit grass Iniuls are 
estiniiteil at too tow a ratp, ai they iiclually 
prmlii ■<• much mora with dniry slnck than if 
they were employed in grazing at the luiiil rate 
of onttle. It is iliHiLult, liowevi-i'. to render 
this pun of the estimate mora acciiralc. as the 
pnxluci- iif the lUtry stock arises nW from the 
con-iimiptioti of turnip, (»rroi, potatoes, &c., 
whicli lire alreaily valtie<I separately. 

.VariT'/roirii.— The aliole of the pariah 
being near to Ayr, anil tlie innal populous part of 
it forming h sufmrh of that town, it enjoys the 
advantage of a convenient market for all com- 
modities, unci of a daily punt. Tlic thriving 
village of Whiteleta is situated a mile and a- 
hulf from Ayr, anil the roaila fruni .'\yr to 
Maiichlinc iind to4;.ilaton, which are kept in 
ex^'cllenl repair, paits thrnngli the wlii>le length 
of the [Hnsh. ^'Iicrc ia also a railroad from 
Whit^lets to the harUiur of Ayr, for the con- 
veyance of coal. 

E'vliiiafli-vl Sinlr. — Tlic jMrisli church was 
buill liefore the Reformation, but was repaired 
and enlargeil aliout twelve yean ago, anil now 
affonls good ai'LiiinmmUtion for nearly ,VIO 
sitters. It ia liluated neai the centre of th« 
parish ; but the mass of the populaliun, being 
■I oite extremity, are three miles distant from 
the churo'', in which they hate no accommoil*- 
yeily thi« evil, which had lieen 



<;hnrch, a chapel waa built by 
that district in the year \SXi, which' affords 
acoommodation to nearly 900 sitters. The 
(ieneral Assembly granteil a constitution ia this 
cbapet in the year 1(1.16, and Wallacetown has 
since been disjoined oHOad jto^m from the 
parish of St Quivox, and erecteil into a separst* 
parish. The Rev. John Alexander wasottlained 
minister of Wallacetown by the presbytery of 
Ayr in the same year ; and the whole of the 



aittings in the new church an klr««dj let — 
chiefly to panahionenL 

An eice'lent nuuue was buill in the pariah of 
!4t Quit-ox in the year 1823. The glebe L-oiuisti 
of four acres, which nuy be valued at a jMrly 
rent of £10; and the stipend, which was 
ausmenteil iu 1H35, consists of IS chaldeia. 

There are in Walhtretonn an Antiburgber 
meetiog-houK, an United Secession Church, 
a Reformnl Presbylerian raeelinD hnuae, a small 
Independent Church, a small Kpisc^pal Chapel, 



nd a hsD 



congre, 



tending the places 



ail" 



g"Kali.>i.B 1 „ . 

tmhle from this and eight or nine of the 
■tlrronnding parishes. The ministers ate paid 
chiefly front the seat -rents, but the exact 
amount of atipenda cannot be aacertjuneil. 

The number of families in ihe parish belonging 
to the different religious denomioatioDS is as 
follows :^F.*tabUs)ie<l {.'hurch, 724 families; 
Roman Catholics, 12.i ; Relief. 1 12 ; United 
Secession Church, 71 j A nti burghers, 40; 
Kpisoopalian, 20 : Refonned Presbytery, 25 ; 
Methoiliits, IR ; Inile tendenta, 6 ; Moravtana. 
3; Universatists, 2 : total, 1146 families. 

The Kslabliiheil Church is well attended by 
the agricullnral jmpulation, who aloi-e have 
seals 1 anil Ihe collections for cbaribsUe 
purposes anioont to aliout CoO per annom. 

~ II. — There are one parochial and 

idotvcil K-hools in the parish, in 
in, niAlhematiol, book ■ keeping, 
arithmetic, ueography, reatling, and writing are 
lausht. The paroobial teacher has all the 
legal Bccommoilatioiis, with a salary of £90 per 
annum The other teachers are soppraiwi 
aolely by fees. The ei pense of edoeatio* vartea 
from 12b to £1 2b per annum, aocarditig to tlM 
ailvancemcnt of Ihe pupil. The whole of tb« 
native population can read ; bat there are loiDa 
of the Irish settlers, and a few of the younger 
metii1«rs of their fainiliea, who have not ha en 
instructed in reading la genenl, edacsttiai !• 
sougi>t after: t"! the Sabbath scboola, of whM 
there art several, are well attended, and have 
occasioned a viajble improvement in the moral 
habits of the poorer claaaes. 

There is a small parochial bbrMy iMely 
eatahlisheil : but, with regard to this awl Um 
other branches of parochial econofDj, it may b« 
obaerved Itat, Oiviag to the clcM vidnity to 
Ayr, many of the pariahionet* avail thamaalTaB 
of^the schools, mechaoica' inslitutiooa, UhtsrtN, 
esuUiabed in tfaat 



penaaiv a 
and WalU 
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Friendly Societies, — Several friendly societiee 
have existed in the parish ; bat it generally 
happens, that when the weekly assessment in 
support of their funds increases much, in con- 
sequence of age, infirmity, or prevailing sick- 
ness amongst the members, these institutions 
are broken up. In order to remedy this defect 
incident to all such societies in which the 
weekly contribution varies, and in times of 
exigency rises to an amount inconvenient for 
the members, a funded female friendly society 
was established a few years since under the 
patronage of Lady Lilias Oswald, to which the 
ordinary members pay a regular quarterly 
assessment of Is 2d, and receive an aliment of 
48 per week in sickness, besides an allowance 
for marriage and funeral expenses. There are 
a number of honorarv members who contribute 
a higher rate, with the view of giving eflfect to 
the mat i tut ion; and as there is (chiefly owing to 
the liberality of the patroness) a stock of about 
£320, it is hoped that the funds will be able to 
meet the increa'ied demand upon them, which 
must he expected, as the present members 
become ageciand infirm. 

Poor. — There are about 80 regular and 
temporary paupers on the roll, who receive at 
an average Is uer week — lOs being the highest-, 
and Is 6a the lowest monthly allowance. For 
the last twenty years there has been an assess- 
ment for the support of the poor, which is 
levied on the real rent of land and houses, one- 
half jpayable by the proprietors, and the other 
half by the occupiers. From the year 1812, the 
annual expenditure for the poor had gradually 
increased till the year 1822, for which year it 
amounted to £383, the assessment being at the 
rate of l^d per pound sterling of real rent. 
From the year 1823 the expenditure has grada- 
ally decreased till the year 1830, when it 
amounted to £219, and the assessment for this 
current year, 1831, has been fixed at 5d per 
pound on land, and 4d per pound on houses — 



[since 1831 the exnenditnre for the poor has 
gradually increased] — an inferior rate being 
Mvied on houses, in consideration of the perish- 
able nature of that description of property. 
There is unfortunately little disposition in the 
parish to abstain from asking parochial relief ; 
and the facts stated above afford a practioal 
refutation of the assertion which has oeen so 
frequently made, that the expense of the poor 
must of necessity increase wnenever funds for 
their support are raised by legal assessment. 
Owing to the influx of poor Irish, it would be 
difficult to find in Scotland a place more 
abounding in pauperism than Wallacetown ; and 
in the present most unfair and injurious state 
of the law of settlement, the expenditure of the 

rr can only be kept within reasonable lx>unds 
^ a tttrict application of the funds to the 
relief of those aged and infirm persons and 
infants for whom the law provide!, and whose 
claim to parochial aid is the same, whether the 
funds for their support are derived from legal 
assessment or voluntary contribution. 

InuH. — The number of public-houses in the 
parish is unreasonably great. This no doubt 
arises from the great demand for ardent spirits 
which already exists ; but it is obvious that 
the increase of t hose houses, by the facilities 
thus afforded for the indulgence of intemperance, 
must aggravate the evil. 

Fiul. — There is abundance of coal in the 
parish and neighbourhood, which is sold at the 

Sits from 6s to Os per ton, according to the 
istance from the harbour of Ayr, where it is 
shipped for the Irish market. 

AfiMcellaneous Observations. — Since the date 
of the last Statistical Account, the state of 
agriculture is prodigiously improved, and the 
greater portion of the parish now resembles a 
well-cultivated garden. The population has 
increased threefold, and the rental of land is 
more than doubled. 
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